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By Dom Bonafede
Of The Herald Tribune Staff
' WASHINGTON.
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reigadsarecalled, *He was- commenting on_the fight
it .Castio was having at Sierra Madres (sic) 4l Lhe De-
- .nning, just about the turn of ’59. When I went on leave,
0 Just so happened that my leave coincided with the Jan. 1,
‘when Castro took over. So when I got back he was the
first one to see me, and he said, ‘Well, you took a leave and .
went there and helped them, and they all took over. It was
a big joke. So we got along pretty well. He had trouble in
one of the huts and got transferred to mine.”. '
i -Delgado told of “dreams” he and Oswald shared of go-
ing to Cuba and becoming officers in Castro’s army.

“...S0 we were all thinking, well, honorable discharge,
and I speak Spanish and he’s got his ideas of how & govern-
ment should e run, you know, the same line as Castro did
at that time.” I O, '

Q. “Oswald.” L .

A. “Right. So we could go over there and become officers’
and lead an expedition to some of these other islands and
free them, too, you know, from—this was really weird, you
know, but—."” # - d

Q. “Thatis what you and Oswald talked about?”

A “Right . . . and we would talk about how we would
do sway with Trujillo, and things like that, but never got

‘no farther than the speaking stage.

“But then when he started, you know, going along
with this, he started actually making plans, he wanted to
know, you know, how to get to Cuba and things like that.
I was shying away from him. He kept on asking me ques-
tions like how can a person in his category, an English'

; person, get with a Cuban, you know, people, be part of

i that revolution movement, 't
: “I told him, to begin with, you have zot to be trusted— -
right?—in any country you go to you have got to be trusted, .
50 the best way to be trusted is to know their language,”
know their customs, you know; so he started applying him-

self to Spanish, he started studying. He bought himself a

dictionary, 2 Spanish-American dictionary. He would come

to me and we would speak Spanish., You know, not great
sentences but enough. After a while he got to talk to me,"
you know, in Spanish.” ’ .

HOW COULD HE HELP?

~Telgado said that Oswald “kept on asking me sbout
how about—how he could go about helping the Castro
government. I didn’t know what to tell him, so I told him
the best thing that I know was to get in touch with the
Cuban Embassy, you know . . . I told him to go see them.:
After 2 while he told me he was in contact with them.”

Q. “With the Cuban Embassy?”

A. “Right. And I took it to be just a—one of his, you
know, lies, vou know, saying he was in contact with them,
until one tlme I had the opportunity to go into his room,
I was looking for—I was going out for the weekend, I
needed a tie, he lent me the tie, and I seen this envelope in
his foot-locker, wall-locker, and it was addressed .to him,
and they had an official seal on it, and as far as I could.
recoilect that was mail from Los Angeles, and he was telling
mae there was a Cuban Consul. And Just after he started
receiving these letters. . . .”

Delgado testifled that once after Oswald had refturned -
from = trip to Los Angeles e confided he had been to the
Cuban Consulate there. . oL . '

Delgado recalled thta on another occasionr he had te
‘2 Oswald from night guard duty to see a visitor who
erl at the base. e ’
Q--IDid you conr.ect this visit that Oswald had af that

"

. 'ma With thé Cuban Consulate?”

~A. “PelSonally, I did, because I thought it funny for
him {o-ve-tetelving a caller at such a lza’:,c;i:::;-»—ti.me.
Also, up to this time he hardly ever received mail; in fact
he very seldom received mail from home, because I nliidc-
it & policy, I used to pick up the mail for our hut and dis-

tribute it to the guys in there and very seldom did I zeo
one Tor him, But every so often, after he started to get in -
contact with these Cuban people, he started getting little
" pamphlets and newspapers, and he slways got a Russian ;

paper, and I asked him if it was, you know, a Commieg.
baper—they let you get away with this in the Marine Corps
in a site like this—and he said, ‘No, it's nob Communist;
it’s White Russian’.” :

7 Mr. Liebeler then asked if Delgado knew “for sure”
whether the mail Cswald received was from the Cuban
Consulate. ! :

A. “No. But he had told me prior, just before I
found that envelope in his wall-locker, that he was re-
celving mail from them, and one time he offered to.show
it to me, but I wasn’t much interested because at the
time we had work to do, and I never did ask to see that

Cpaper again, you know.” .

Q. “This conversation that you and Oswa}d had about
going over in Cuba and helping Castro was just ban'ac}:§
talk.” .

A, “Right.”

Q. “You didn't seriously consider— .

A. “No, but that’s when I started getiing _scarea?1 e

7 startédactually making plans, and how he would go alhout

G

T+

golng td Cuba, you know, and where we would apply ,f0§ g0

“t0 Cubsiand the people to contact if we wanted to go, You.

know, hut—” ) ;
: Q. “So you got the impression that he started to get
serious about going to Cuba?”
: A, “Yes, and about this time Casiro started changing
colors, 5o I wasn’t too keen on that idea, myself.”

- Q. “Did you talk to Oswald about this change in
Castro’s attitude and his approach?”

A. “Right. He said that was all due to mal—bad news-
baper reporting, that we were distorting the true facts . ..
because we were mad, because now we wasn't getting the
-money from Cuba that we were before.” '

- Q. “So Oswald basically took the position that you were
getling a distorted view of Cuba?” ’

CUBA NEWS DISTORTED

A, “Right, and we weren’t getting the true facts of
what was happening in' Cuba. We were getting the dis-
torted facts.” . g .

Delgado recalled once volcing criticism. of the Castro
regime because of the execution of an unimportant cor-
poral in Batista’s army and that ‘Oswald had told him,
“Well, in all new governments some errors have to
occut.. . )

Throughout the interrogation the commission counsel
would follow a line of inquiry, drop it and then return
to it,- 2 standargd technique among investigators. e was
particularly painstaking in his efforts to determine just
how well Oswald spoke Spanish. . :

At one point, Delgado reported, “He (Oswald) could
mmeet the averags people from the streets and hold a con-
versation (in Spanish) with them. He cowd make himself
understood and be understood.” ) .

Delgado also remembered that Ol One rare occasion
Oswald joined some of his Marine buddies on a weekend

leave to Tiajuana and that his grasp of the language was
‘good enough to allow him to exchange light banter with

the Mexican sporting girls who worked in the bars.
The witness readily conceded, none thé less, that Oswald
probably wauld have been unable fo hold an involved

. political debate in Spanish. ]

Oswald’s ability to use a rifle.

- . ~~

Ansther Xai—sembion: of the testimony cbn_cerhed{
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)e’rfaao told the commission counsel, &Az.%zaid ‘%

o menTthal interviewed me before, we went to the 1an"e

“one time, and he didn’t show no paltlcular aspects of
' Ang a sharpshooter at all.”

Q. “He didn't seem to be paxticularly proﬁcient Wlthv
the ri iffie, is that correct®” }
“That’s right.” P i ’

‘vfr Liebeler asked if Oawald kept hls riﬁe “in good.
shape, clean?”

A, “He, L.ept it medxocxe
riffe.

Q. “He did?”

' “Yes. Very seldom did he pass an inspectlon with
out geutm gigged for one thing or another . . . He didn’t.
spend as much time as the rest of us did in ‘me armory
cleaning it up. He would when he was told to. Otherwise,
he wouldn't come out by himself to clean it. He was basic-
2ily & man that complained quite frequently.” -

‘Delgado next reconstructed an incident that occurred
at the rifie range. Sy

“We went out to the field, to the rifie range, and before.
‘we set out we had set up a pot. High score would get this
money, second highest and so forth down to about the
{ifth man that was high.”

Q. How many men were there?”

A, .. About 40 of us were in the pot .

Q.. “And you say that Oswald finished flfth from the’
}ughesn"" :

A. “No. He dldn't even place there He didn't get any-

e valways ) go’s g:@gged for’ hi\s‘-./

g,

aioney at all. He just barely got his score, which I- think.:

was about 170, I ‘think it was, just barely sharpshooter

. . no, parden me, take that back, it’s marksman is the
lowest . . . Oswald had a marksman’s badge, which was
just a p;am little . thing ihere which sta,ted' ‘mc»rksman‘
on it.”

Delgade continued, “We were on line together, the
same time, but not firing at the same. position, but at
the same time, and I remember seeing his. It was & pretty
big joke, because he got a lot of ‘Magg ies’ drawers, (& ﬁlag

'fnahncr 2 miss) you know, a lot of misses, but he dign't
z, a.dam.” . Q}
Q “l\nwed the target completely?” - - - s
4 “He just quahfled that’s it. He Wasnt as entt‘u-
smsmc as the rest of us. We all loved——hked you. know,
going to the range.” N
¥ It was. later in the manscnpn that Mr. Llebe“r_
{ resumed the line of inquiry: “You told the FEI that’ i
P your opinion Oswald was not a good rifie shot, is that
correct"” N . e
. “Yes.”
- Q. “And- that he did not show any unusual intexev'g
;in his rifle, and, in fact, appeared less interested in Weapons
:‘than the average Marine?” :

A. “Yes, he was mostly a thinker, a reader. He 1ea§t
quite a bit.” -

Turning to the apparent dlscrepanr‘les in the FBI re
port and Delgado’s story, Mr. Liebeler asked, “Did you get,
the impression. that the agent was irying to get you' to
chan'*e your story?” . -

Ce e
e

W

L “Yes.” 5 o
Q “He was mymg to get you to back away from the
p.opomtmp that Oswald understood Spanish?” S0

. “Well, am I allowed to say what I want to oay"” Eh
Q. ‘“Yes, I want you 1o say e‘xacnly what you want ‘a"-
say » 5

. *“T had the impression now, Wholeheaxtedly I mm‘

to beheve that Oswald did what he was supposed to havé

i done, but I had the impression they weren’t katxsﬁed with
_my besmnony of him not being an expert shot . L
3 Q. “Pirst of all, you say you got the impr esswn the BT
agents that talked to you didn’t like the statement that yoi

Tade about Oswald’s mabllity to use the rifie well, is that
1w"~t‘J” A —tm

_"Pl“ht n. o T .‘ 2, .- oo V‘ ’ '- 2

.the imperialists working for them .. .”

;tell you about that?”

-discuss because he knew I was religious .

TPY Y YRTTLT T RO -
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Delgado also recalled how Oswald once described “T '=' i

- Animal Farm” by George Orwell. e
“He told me that the farmer represented the imperia
‘istic world and the animals were the workers, symbolizin%' i
that they are the Socialist people, you know, and th=a
eventually it will come about that the Socialists will thv E

Mr. Liebeler then commented, “There is only one thf
Oswald did not mention apparently and that is that the
pigs took over the farm, and then they got to be just Ji‘*
.the capitalists were before, they got ﬁﬁhtmg among fh(-m-
selves, and there was one big plg who did Just the sama

.thing that the capitalist had done before. Didn't Oswald

<. “No)” Delgado answered, “just that the pizs and
animals had revolted and made the farmer work for

sthem .

The Wltness sald Oswald “didn’'t like the immediate

'people over him in this particular outfit. All of them wer en't

&s intelligent as he was in his estimation.”

Q. “What about your estimation, did you think that
they were as smart as Oswald was?”

A. “Oswald, I remember, for Instance, that Oswald

‘used to get in heated dlSCUSSIOHS with a couple of the officers

there.”
Q “The officers?”
A.“Right. And they’d be talking about, let's say, politics,
whlcn came up quite frequently during a break, let's say,

‘and I would say out of the conversation Oswald had them

‘stumped about four out of five times. They just ran ouf of

‘words, they couldn’t come back, you know. And every time

this happened, it made him Ieel twice as good, you know.
He thought hxmself qulta proficient with current events
and politics.”

Q. “He used to enjoy doing this to ‘the omcers, I couid

imavme .

A. “He used to cut up anybody that was high ranking Z,

‘he used.to cut up and make himself ‘come out top (io,s

That's why whenever he got in a conversation that wasn't
going his way he would get mad, he'd just walk cif, you

“know, and leave” -

Asked if he and Oswald ever talked about relizion,
Delgado replied, “That's the only thing he and I didn’s
. In one instance
he told me that God was a myth or a leg end that basically
our whole life is built around this one Taluehood and things
like that. I didn’t like that kind of talk ... He used to lau"’lx
at Sunday school, you know, mimic the uys ha fEH. oub

to ~5u vy m-urch on Sundays He hxmself never went.




