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 melzadc.recalled, “He was- commenting gn _ the fight 
ut Casto was having at Sierra Madres (sic) at the pe- 
ning, just about the turn of ’59. When I went on leave, 

just so happened that my leave coincided with the Jan. Ty 
‘when Castro took over. So when I got back he was the. 
first one to see me, and he said, ‘Well, you took a leave and » 
went there and helped them, and they all took over, It was 
a big joke. So we got along pretty well. He had trouble in 
one of the huts and got transferred to mine.”. ‘ 

-Deigado told of “dreams” he and Oswald shared of go-~ 
ing to Cuba and becoming officers in Castro’s army, 

““... So we were all thinking, well, honorable discharge, 
and I speak Spanish and he’s got his ideas of how a govern- 
ment should be run, you know, the same line as Castro did at that time.” oe e 

Q. “Oswald.” : . i : 
A. “Right. So we could go over there and become officers’ 

and lead an expedition to some of these other islands and 
free them, too, you know, from—this Was really weird, you. 
know, but—.” a - 

Q. “That-is what you and Oswald talked about?” 
A. “Right... and we would talk about how we would 

do away with Trujillo, and things like that, but never got 
“Mo farther than the speaking stage. 

“But then when’ he started, you know, going along with this, he started actually making plans, he wanted to 
know, you know, how to get to Cuba and things like that. 
I was shying away from him. He kept on asking me ques- tions like how can a person in his category, an English’ person, get with a Cuban, you know, people, be part of that revolution movement. : NY “Tt told him, to begin with, you have got to be trusted—.- right?—in any country you. go to you have got to be trusted, . So the best way to be trusted is to know their language,” know their customs, you know: so he started applying him- self to Spanish, he started studying. He bought himself a dictionary, a Spanish-American dictionary. He would come to me and we would speak Spanish. You know, not great: sentences but enough. After a while he got to talk to me, you know, in Spanish.” ‘ _ 

HOW COULD HE 

| Delgado said that Oswald. “kept on asking me about how about—how he could go about helping the Castre sovernment. I didn’t know what to tell him, so I told’ him the best thing that I know was to get in touch with the Cuban Embassy, you know... TI told him to go see them.: After a while he told me he was in contact with them.” 
@. “With the Cuban Embassy?” : A. “Right. And I took it to be just a—one of his, you know, lies, you know, saying he was in contact with them, until one time I had the opportunity to go into his room, I was looking for—I was going out for the weekend, I needed a tie, he lent-me the tie, and I seen this envelope in his foot-locker, wall-locker, and it was addressed .to him, and they had an official seal on it, and as far as I could. recollect that was mail from Los Angeles, and he was telling me there was a Cuban Consul. And just after he started receiving these letters... .” . 
Delgado testified that once after Oswald had returned : from a trip to Los Angeles he confided he had been to the 

Cuban Consulate there. : a : . 
Melgado recalled thta on another occasion he had te ‘e Oswald from night guard duty to see a visitor who. ‘ec at the base. 

= Q.~Did you connect this’ visit that Oswala-had at that 

ZIDT HELP? 

| ome with thé Cuban Consulate?” 

“A. “PefSonailly, I did, because I thought it funny for 
him {o-be-reoeiving a caller at such a laxs. dotc——time. 
Also, up to this time he hardly ever received mail: in fact 
he very seldom received mail from home, because I made 
it a policy, I used to pick up the mail for our hut and dis- 

_tribute it to the guys in there and very seldom did I sea 
one for him. But every so often, after he started to get in. 
contact with these Cuban people, he started getting little 

‘pamphlets and newspapers, and he always got a Russian | 
paper, and I asked him if it was, you know, a Commie. 
paper—they let you get away with this in the Marine Corps 
in a site like this—and he said, ‘No, it’s not Communist; 
it’s White Russian’.” : 

'-? Mr, Liebeler then asked if Delgado knew “for sure’ 
whether the mail Oswald received was from the Cuban 
Consulate. ; 

A. “No. But he had told me prior, just before I 
found that envelope in his wall-locker, that he was re- 
ceiving mail from them, and one time he offered to. show 
it to me, but I wasn’t much interested because at the 
time we had work to do, and I never did ask to see that 
‘paper again, you know.” . 

-Q. “This conversation that you and Oswald had about 
going over in Cuba and. helping Castro was just barracks 

. talk.” : 
A. “Right.” 
Q. “You didn’t seriously consider—” oe 
A. “No, but that’s when I started getting scared, Ee 

” started actually making plans, and how he wouid go aious 

‘going ta Cuba, you know, and where we would apply tol go “to Cubaj and the people to contact if we wanted to go, you. Enow, hut—” : : : - : Q. “So you got the impression that he started to get Serious about going to Cuba?” 
: A. “Yes, and about this time Castro started changing ‘colors, so I wasn’t too keen on that idea, myself.” 

- @. “Did you talk to Oswald about this change in Castro’s attitude and his approach?” 
A. “Right. He said that was all due to mal—bad news- paper reporting, that we were distorting the true facts...’ because we were mad, because now we wasn't getting: the money from Cuba that we were before.” : -Q. “So Oswald basically took the position that you were® getting a distorted view of Cuba?” , 

CUBA N EWS DISTORTED 
A. “Right, and we weren't Betting the true facts o7 what was happening in Cuba. We were getting the dis- torted facts.” ‘ 
Delgado recalled once voicing criticism. of the Castro regime because of the execution of an unimportant cor- poral in Batista’s army and that Oswald had told him, “Well, in all new governments some errors have. to occur...” 

Throughout the interrogation the commission counsel would follow a line of inquiry, drop it and then return to it,.a standard technique among investigators. He was particularly painstaking in his efforts to determine just how well Oswald spoke Spanish. . 
At one point, Delgado reported, “He (Oswald) could meet the average people from the streets and hold a con- versation (in Spanish) with them. Ee could make himself understood and be understood.” ‘ 
Delgado also remembered that on one rare occasion Oswald joined some of his Marine buddies on a weekend leave to Tiajuana and that his grasp of the language was good enough to allow him to exchange light banter with the Mexican sporting girls who worked in the bars. 
The witness readily conceded, none the less, that Oswald probably wauld have béen unable to hold an involved political debate in Spanish. F 
Ansther vitalsestion: of the: testimony concerned  Oswald’s ability to use a rifle. a | 
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Jelgado told the commission counsel, “As-%—sald ‘¢ 
: “that interviewed me before, we went to the mare 
one time, and he didn’t show-no particular aspects of 

‘dng a sharpshooter at all.” 
i Q. “He didn’t seem to be Eeuoulatly enodiplent with, 

? the vi ifle, is that correct?” ; 
“That's right.” ; : 

Ne. Liebeler asked if. Oswald. Kept - his. ‘rifle “in seam 
shape, clean?” . ; 

A. “He, kept it mediocre. I He always got gigged for his’ 
rifie.” 4 ; 

@. “He did?” 

; “Yes. Very seldom did he pass an espactione eine 
out rbtine gigged for one thing or another ... He didn’t. 
spend as much time as the rest of us did in the armory 
cleaning it up. He would when he was told to.. Otherwise, 
he wouldn’t come out by himself to clean it. He was basic- 
ally a man that complained quite frequently.” ~ 

Delgado next reconstructed an incident that occurred 
at the rifle range. 

“We went out to the field, to the rifle range, and before 
‘we set out we had set up a pot. High score would get this 
tnoney, second highest and so forth down to about the 
Ait 2 nan that was high.” 

. “How many men were there?” 
re ... About 46 of us were in the pot. 
Q..“And you say that Oswald finished fifth a the’ 

highest?” : 
A. “No. He didn’t even place there. 

ee 

He didn’t get any’ 
mioney at all. He just barely got his score, which I- think.. 
was about 170, I think it was, just barely sharpshooter 
-.mo, pardon me, take that back, it’s marksman is the 

lowest . . . Oswald had a marksman’s badge, which was 
just 2 plain, little. thing (here which stated’ ‘marksman’: 
on it.” 

Delgado continued, “We were on line together, the 
same time, but not firing at the same. position, but at 
the same time, and I remember seeing his. It was a pretty 
big joke, because he got a lot of ‘Maggies’ drawers, (a flag 
signaling a miss) you know, a lot of misses, but he di n't 
give 2.darn.” 

: Q. “Missed the target completely?” > - 

“He dust qualified, that’s it. He wasn’t: as entiu- 
‘stastic as the rest of us. We all towed ped, you. know, 
going to the range.” . 

7 It was. later in the transcript, that Mr. Liebel sr 
jresumed the line of inquiry: “You told the FBI that’ th 
} your opinion Oswald was nota eed rifle shot, 
ae ; a ; ~ 

. “Yes.” 

i 3. “And that he did not show any unusual Enfens 
jin his rifle, and, in fact, appeared less interested in weapors 
{than the average Marine?” < 

A. “Yes, he was mostly a thinker, a reader. He reall 
quite a bit.” . 

Turning to the apparent discr epancies in the FBI yey 
port and Ipelgado’s story, Mr. Liebeler asked, “Did you et, 
the impression. that the agent was trying to get you‘ to" 
meee your story?” . . 

Pa
eo
s 

yes? 

a. “He was trying to get you to "wale away from. the! 
poppe that Oswald understood Spanish?” aAG0 

_A. “Well, am I allowed to say what I want to say?” * 
my “Yes, I want you to say exactly what you want to 

ay 

- Animal Farm” by George Orwell. 

the capitalists were before, they got fighting among the 

ny RP ueN IBV YT Pann “ete DESCRIBED. OR WELLE BOCE * ‘ 

Delaado also recalled. how Oswald once described “Tye! a 

“He told me that the farmer represented the impertal- 
‘istic world and the animals were the workers, symbolizing. 
that they are the Socialist people, you know, and tha 
eventually it will come about that the Socialists will may) 
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.the imperialists Working for them .. .” 
Mr. Liebeler then commented, “There is only one thing, 

Oswald did not mention apparently and that is that the 
pigs took over the farm, and then they got to be just like 

selves, and there was one big pig who did just the sama 
.thing that the capitalist had ree before. Didn’t Oswald 
‘tell you about that?” 
-. “No,” Delgado answered, “just that the pigs and 
animals had revolted and made the farmer work for 
ethem . 

The ‘witness Said Oswald “didn’t like the immediate 
people over him in this particular outfit. All of them weren’t 
@s intelligent as he was in his estimation.” 

Q. “What about your estimation, did you think that 
they were as smart as Oswald was?” 

A. “Oswald, I remember, for instance, that Oswald 
“used to get in heated discussions with a : couple of the officers 
there.” 

- “The officers?” 
A. “Right. And they’d be talking about, ‘let's say, politics, 

which came up quite fr equently during a break, let's Say 
‘and I would say out of the conversation Oswald had them 
‘stumped about four out of five times. They just ran out of 
words, they couldn’t come back, you know. And every time this happened, it made him fee] twice as good, you know. He thought himself auike proficient with current events and politics.” 

Q. “He used to enjoy doing this to the officers, TI couid imagine, a 
A. “He used to cut up anybody that was high rank cing, ‘he used.to cut up and make himself ‘come out top doz. That's why whenever he got in a conversation that wasn’t going his way he would get mad, he’d just walk off, you ‘know, and leave.” 
Asked if he and Oswald ever talked about religion, Delgado replied, “That's the only thing he and I didn’s discuss because he knew I was religious ... In one instance he told me that God was a myth or a legend, that basically our whole life is built around this one falsehood, and things like that. I didn’t like that kind of talk... He used to laugh at Sunday school, you know, mimic the guys wha. fell, out to BON ww “church on ‘Sundays. oe himself never went. 
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. “I had the impression now, wholeheartedly, I ent 
to eters that Oswald did what he was supposed to havé 

i done, but I had the impression they weren’t satisfied with 
i omy testimony of him not being an expert shot . ied 

j i Q. “First of all, you say you got the impr ession the FS FBE 
agents that talked to you didn’t like the statement that you‘ 
Nmade about Oswald’s inability to use the riffle well, is that 
righ ne” ee =e 

A. “Right. a - ie Bie Y pose 2, . ~ ” 
Sead 


