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and much of the other first day evidence, was flown to Washington for testing by the FBI's crime \(\"\} ‘iL‘U\sib
lab (CD5 p159). AN

tuft of textile fibers was found adhering to a jagged area on the left side of the metal butt plate on the

K1 gun. Included in this tuft of fibers were gray-black, dark blue and orange-yellow cotton fibers which

match in microscopic characteristics the gray-black, dark blue and orange-yellow cotton fibers composing

the Q11 shirt of the suspect. These fibers could have originated from this shirt. (CD5, p164)” As the gray

-black, dark blue and orange-yellow fibers of the brown shirt could now be linked, if not conclusively, )/(/
with the rifle found on the sixth floor linked to the bullets, it now behooved the FBI and Dallas police to N
establish that Oswald was in fact wearing this shirt at the time of the shooting. \ \\/U

N
The next morning, the FBI Laboratory provided the Dallas police with the following information: “A small \j/%
l/

But cracks in the facade were already starting to appear. At the end of the lab report on the shirt and :
fibers sent the Dallas FBI, an Addendum reads "You should attempt to obtain the remaining items of Q(\}
clothing suspect is believed to have worn during the shooting for comparisons with the otherfibers found ‘»L
on the K1 gun." (FBI file 62-109060 Sec 21, p193). As we will see, although the FBI will eventually ,"n%,\;{/“
obtain the rest of Oswald's clothing, there is no record of further tests of Oswald's clothing against these f\&d
“other" fibers. Just as telling, there is no record of comparison tests between the clothing of Dallas crime i

lab chief J.C. Day, who'd handled the rifle almost exclusively after the shooting, and these fibers. In
short, there was either no effort to find out where these "other" fibers came from, or the efforts were

unsuccessful, and made to disappear from the record. Either of these scenarios suggest that, once a few \{

of the fibers found on the rifle were found to be similar to the fibers of Oswald's rust brown shirt, |\
someone made the decision to use these fibers to suggest Oswald's guilt, and to conceal the B(\ o
simultaneous fact that someone who'd been wearing clothing with fibers similar to the "other" fibers 9 i
found on the rifle...could still be at large. Ny~

But, in this charade they'd get no cooperation from Oswald. The 11-23-63 notes of Dallas Police Captain \ELU
Will Fritz, who was leading the interrogation of Oswald, reflect that Oswald “Says 11-22-63 rode bus/got
trans same out of pocket...Changed shirts + tr. Put in dirty clothes—long sleeve red sh + gray tr.” Fritz’s \v\)

typed-up report on this interrogation states more clearly that “During this conversation he told me he ' W/
reached his home by cab and changed both his shirt and trousers before going to the show” (WR605). /
This account is confirmed by a report on this interrogation by Secret Service Inspector Thomas Kelley

(WR626). Kelley writes “He said he went home, changed his trousers and shirt, put his shirt in a drawer.
This was a red shirt, and he put it in his dirty clothes. He described the shirt as having a button down
collar and of reddish color. The trousers were grey colored.” The FBI report on this interrogation
confirms this as well, with Agent Bookhout relating that Oswald "stated that after arriving at his
apartment he changed his shirt and trousers, because they were dirty. He described his dirty clothes as
being a reddish colored, long sleeved shirt with a button-down collar and gray colored

trousers" (WR622). It certainly seems possible from this that the “reddish” shirt with the button down
collar described by Oswald was one-in-the-same as the “brown” shirt with a button down collar
confiscated by the Dallas police the night before, and that Oswald’s perception of red was slightly
different than the policeman inventorying his clothes. In any event, there is no record whatsoever
reflecting that they showed him this shirt or any of his other shirts to see which one he’d been wearing.

The FBI had bigger fish to fry. Having discovered fibers on the rifle that matched fibers from the shirt
Oswald had been wearing when arrested, they sought to prove he was lying about having changed his
shirt. An 11-24 FBI report (CD5 p340-341) reflects that on 11-23 they spoke to Mary Bledsoe, Oswald'’s
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Okay. Okay. I know this is getting boring. But I'm trying to show how this case was built. Here, the FBI
has found fibers on the rifle that match the fibers found in Oswald's shirt, and the only witness étating
she saw Oswald wearing this shirt before he went home and changed clothes has been interviewed
twice. Where are all the corroborating witnesses? Why haven't they routinely asked Oswald's co-
workers what shirt he wore on the 22nd? They certainly can't be planning to use the fiber evidence
against Oswald on the say-so of one witness? Can they?

On 11-29, the FBI's crime lab identifies a palm print purportedly lifted from the rifle on 11-22 as
belonging to Oswald. When the FBI inspected the rifle on the morning on 11-23, they found no trace of
this palm print. A Dallas Police officer, Lt. J.C. Day, however, insists he lifted this print before lending
the rifle to the FBI. As Day would later admit this was an old dry print, it only serves to demonstrate
that Oswald had handled the rifle in the past, and not that he'd handled it or fired it on November 22nd.

On 12-1, there's another brief red-shirt sighting. While writing a report on Buell Wesley Frazier and the
brown paper bag he saw in Oswald's possession, agents Odum and McNeeley re-tell Frazier's story.
When discussing his giving Oswald a ride to Irving, Texas on the 21st, so that Oswald could visit his wife
and kids, they casually mention: "As Frazier recalls, Oswald was wearing a reddish shirt and a gray
jacket, waist length." (CD7, p294) As no "reddish" shirt, as far as we can tell, was found at the Paine ) ¢
residence, where Oswald's wife Marina was staying, this suggests the possibility that Oswald wore this K' {
shirt back to work. Could this have been the red shirt found at the rooming house, before it morphed
into a pair of pajamas?

0

{ No matter. Even though there's almost no evidence to support that Oswald wore the brown shirt to work
on the 22nd, the FBI is determined to use the fibers found on the rifle, which may have come from that
shirt, to hang him in the public eye. A 12-1 article in the Washington Star by Jerry O'Leary, a writer more
than friendly with the FBI's Deke Deloach, and someone upon whom the FBI regularly relies to get their
stories before the public, declares: "PIECE OF OSWALD'S SHIRT FOUND SNAGGED IN RIFLE." It then
goes on to claim "A fragment of Lee Harvey Oswald's shirt was snagged in the rifle that killed President
John F. Kennedy, the FBI report of the assassination states. Disclosure of this evidence against the 24
year-old Oswald, himself slain two days after Mr. Kennedy's death, is regarded as one of the most solid
pieces of evidence of his guilt. Officials said wisps of brown shirt material were caught in metal parts of
the 6.5 mm Italian-made carbine found on the fifth floor of the Texas School Book Depository Building a
few minutes after the fatal shots were fired on November 22, When Oswald was arrested two hours
later, he was wearing a brown shirt of the same material. Oswald claimed he had changed his shirt in his
rooming house after leaving the assassination area, but this provedto be untrue. FBI Crime Lab
technicians determined by microscopic and other scientific means that the fragment of shirt material )
came from the shirt the ex-Marine was wearing.”

Wow, talk of your circular reasoning. Not only does O'Leary grossly overstate the specificity of fiber
analysis, but he, at the FBI's bidding, has told the public that we know Oswald handled the rifle because
the fibers on the rifle matched the fibers of the shirt he was wearing two hours later, and that we know
he was wearing this shirt two hours earlier because its fibers matched the fibers found on the rifle. Mind-
boggling. This is like lashing two boats together in a harbor and wondering why they still drift out to sea.
It completely ignores the fact that, if no one saw Oswald wearing the brown shirt while at work, the
matching of the fibers found on the rifle and the fibers of his shirt is more indicative of a frame-up than
of Oswald having worn the shirt to work. After all, if the police find bloodstains in the house of a suspect,
and it turns out that there is real reason to doubt the suspect even visited his house after the crime had
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