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hand, and as Oswald's ratios were 2.18 for antimony and 2.01 for barium, it looks like Oswald did indeed WA 
fire his revolver on November 22, 1963. 

That the residue on Oswald's right hand came from his merely handling his weapon is discounted by a 
more recent study as well. For this study, as described in the November 1995 Journal of the Forensic 
Sciences, the hands of 43 police officers—none of whom had recently fired a weapon-- were tested to 

see if they had picked up gunshot residue from merely handling their weapons. The tests were positive 

for only 3 of them. This once again suggests—it is by no means conclusive--that Oswald fired his 

revolver on November 22, 1963. If this is so, moreover, then Oswald is undoubtedly the leading 

candidate for the murder of Officer Tippit. If one is to use gunshot residue tests to suggest that Oswald 

shot Tippit, however, one must simultaneously acknowledge that these same tests failed to indicate that 

Oswald killed Kennedy, and that this absence speaks volumes. , 

The Probably Knot 

At the outset.of the chapter 4b, I noted that, in order to demonstrate Oswald acted alone, the phe 
commission was tasked with proving that three events occurred beyond a reasonable doubt. 

1. Oswald was on the sixth floor before the shooting, putting together his rifle and building the sniper's 

nest. 

2. Oswald was in the sniper's nest window, with his rifle. 

3. Oswald fired a rifle on 11-22. 

1. Did the commission demonstrate that Oswald was on the sixth floor before the shooting, putting 

together his rifle and building the sniper's nest? 

While the commission believed the answer was "Yes" I believe a more honest answer is "No." To the 
more precise question of whether or not Oswald remained on the sixth floor for the forty-five minute 
period beginning with the sixth floor crew coming down for lunch and the shooting, the answer is 

“absolutely not." 

2. Did the commission demonstrate that Oswald had been in the sniper’s nest with the assassination 
rifle? 

While the commission believed the answer was "Yes" I believe a more honest answer is "No." As the 

only ones seeing the sniper refused to ID Oswald as this sniper while he was alive, and described a man 
in different dress than Oswald, and as Oswald was seen on the second floor within 75 seconds of the 
shooting, calm and collected, there is certainly room for doubt. As the threads found on the rifle matched 
a shirt Oswald had most likely not been wearing at work that day, the fiber evidence is actually more 
suggestive of DPD and/or FBI tampering than of Oswald's guilt. — 

3. Did the commission demonstrate that Oswald fired a rifle on 11-22? 

While the commission admitted that they could not prove this point, the answer is not only a "No" but 
that they had evidence suggesting the opposite--that he had not fired a rifle on 11-22. Their failure to 

http://www.patspeer.com/chapter4e%3 Acastsofcontention 11/26/2009 



www.patspeer.com - Chapter 4e: Casts of Contention Page 36 of 36 

properly examine and explain this evidence is inexcusable, and suggestive of a prosecutor's bias. Or 
worse. 

So, does all this lead me to believe Oswald did it, but that the Warren Commission was unable to 
effectively demonstrate as much? Did Oswald, in fact, shoot Kennedy? 

Probably not. 

If Oswald was clever enough to steal a large piece of paper from his work without being noticed, bring it 
home on his person without being noticed, wrap his rifle in this paper without being noticed, hide this 

package in the building without being noticed, sneak it up to the sixth floor without being noticed, put 

his rifle back together without being noticed, hit at least two shots on a moving target without any 

practice, and race back down to the second floor without being noticed, only to appear innocent and 

calm when confronted by a police officer, it makes little sense he'd be so un-clever as to use a rifle sent 

to his own PO box, under a fictitious name easily traceable to himself, and have an ID in this name on 

his person when captured. Something just doesn't add up. While the simplest answer is that Oswald 

acted alone and was a devious and unpredictable lunatic, simple answers are often fed to simpletons to 

stop them from asking not-so-simple questions. 
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