i THE FOURTH DECADE

" MACNEIL AND THE THREE
CALM

MEN

Howas fuss i
o Manchester had taken ont .;)'{
sout the assassination. A widely respected,
had no ummmn of

deparung romi ns of the govern-

YO0

Ciusi

ment e soun s s task was not going o be easy.

S0, was a ﬂ(;:vuﬂex enigma,

e of the most difficult
was explaining Oswald’s
sository. According 1o

was sill in the Book

Dreposiony

ended. Pipht mnutes ?(.,f“ he was riding on a bus, seven

smmission firmly maintained that

s seven blocks, Butithad no way

usands of pedestrians and

suects of Dallas that day, not one

s gimz‘;?»c;wiué voung man striding rapidly
Whereas multitudes of

Lancing mto the chaotic vortex of Dealey

Plaza, Owwald was presumably going against the flow in his
riforts Coaevay.  This lack of eyewitness confi rmation

serious problem tad it not been for the

£od i LG S

ot at ieast one credible eyewiiness who was sure
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1 Rambler.

Contravening de

sanchester’s re

icantdocumen

i owds 4 antien atement b s reporier named Robert
e b b worked tor NBC Mews Radio. After studying

convinced that he had found a
supportto the otficial reconstruc

@ and called

He picked up the
York.

mable to rocall any
FBIL

vy af Olswaicd s s pﬁ{}ﬂ

A,

Although the latter

M

A B ) ok
MARCINETD of 53y

cememberod the mowent, he was more

clotails tharwhat he

Even maore

i

(hat the man

hac already given to the

walstlity to say z(:sr &

{ this was nol an insurmount-

seiieved that he had enough

it

In his rund, the encounter between Osw aidd

Cowhieh filled a major ganon

s an important e

ol we

Mach
his narrative (‘)f the assassinalion.

1 ity sOUICes. A CIose

ar was not carefully reacing

examination of the evidence shows that the ermment historan

had relied on an incident that was entire by fic
Oswald’s

regorter or the ac

%]

tious. Friorn o

arrest, thereg was never a lime when the ness

- assassin had ever seen each ather tace

Lo face.

Vet Manchester was tight about one thing,
satemnent 15 ndeed a very zmp(mam AoCumeni-———net 1ot
what it says about Oswald, but rathier for what it reveas

concerning the conspracy that resulied in the death of

president. Iy Huminating s the descnption of thiey

relaxed, on the ground floor of the ook

and

men, caim

Depository. pe tableau of the three calm men. s

unnatural in comparison o the panic and alarm outsde, o

clear indication that these men were acuvely involved in e

Th
Heations of MacNetd s stan

piot o murder our country’s chi

explore the conspiratonalimp

not only as it pertains o the Hoolk L

grassy knoll.

WHERE DI MACKEIL SAY THE 5HOTS ¢ Anil
Robaert Macked was @ reporter on the While Fouse st

accompanying the dent on his fve-city tour of Texas

When the motorcade left Love Ficid in Dailas, Muad e wae

riding with other reporters 16 a press bus about eight can

iwh ind the ‘E(Mdem a2l imousine. 127 f\>thu s was maving

SAac e

ascoming from afirecracker.

Other reporters said “no” o were

sure. A lew seconds WO TIOMe BXPIDSIVE Doy Fo
sounded through the bus. MacNeil stood s and said, TThe

were shots! Stop the bus! Stap the bus!”

Housion D

The bus was by then turming the corner rom

onio Elm. The driver opened the aoor and Mac

oul. No ane else followed him. Although the pr

Himousine was no longer in sight, MacNel quickiy
thatth

and cries; peoy

ere had been ashooting. 'I'hg, airwas Hifled withs sore

f

ol the street had

le on bath sides

themselves onto the grass 1o avoid getung hit Several

Cn,‘. i

officers and spociators were FURNING U a4 RIassy s

atree-lined ws;o(xizm fonce, apparently in pursuit of
:

sacneil followed them, ana

ended up at a spot
wooden fence joined the ratlraad overpass.

There is a photograph of MachNer standding wimore

10



THE FOURTH DECADE

NOVEMBER,

19594

ward the ratiroad

sicture was taken, MacNell was

Instead, he had turned his

f:‘f!("f?,

He was undoubtedly

place that might have a phone. He

shoulder,

wailding nearest | Aich he
E.:-.)!s{.,”h’ nearest ﬂ:’ﬁ, WG DA
! Book D

e Texss Soho epasitory.

unused phone in the building
His
the shots

contacted N sif News in Mew York.

Ftho x.JL?

ates where MacNel

sicdent Kennedy's motorcade
doven Dallas. People screamed
o as three Ot
qunman up a grassy hill. it

directed at the President.
'51 sts were directed at the
MacNed, NBC News in

pernienced and reputabile newsman, this
o the evidence that a punman was

L Amos

‘:mw?:z{:m; position
‘following comment
‘oliow your instincts

tis one of the personal

reasons | have i ention to those whao claim

(SN

were shots from thers

there as well as from the Book Dey

tory

rt. he immediately went outside and

carned that the President had

akentothe eme

VOV PG

slizing that be was stuck in Dealey

ned (o thak G aome teadsy ransportation. No cab
was i g weere cars moving through the plaza via

ran out to that street and stopped the first

~uxplaining his situation to the
fars (o take him to
cand MacN

river broke speed himits racing to

the haspital.
eilgotintothe car. Al
ﬁ’hﬁ NOWLSMAnN
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1l of the bus that dropped him

patdd the driver five dollars ar:d

1w an unused pay phone anc

date developments. After the

:
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entourage and the

Oar
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s of the afternoon keeping up ws’th the

When o

shof ;Lu)tjﬂl( O

news by watching TV with his colleapues, DICure of

Oswald was broadcast, Macheil had no flast

6] Later that night, he observed Oswald as he was being fed

down the corridor of police headquarters. aking into his

face, MacNeil saw “a strange, frightencd smirk” 7] It never
occurred o MacNeil that he might have seen this face severa,
hours earlier on the step St unt!

a half | iate

of the Book Depostory—ng

avear and a r, when he receved a phone call trom

Manchester.
DID MACNEIL SEE (¢
BOOK DEPOSITORY?

DSWALD AS HE WAS LEAVING

Considering the importance of the MacNeil-Oswald en-

counter 1o ih{r s of Mancheste

remarkable

loyical 56?(,(%(?” Gl ?1%5 i’)f;(':k' “12:33 p.m.

Depository by front entrance z’);,xur}l!".g 1 xcéi \‘i:L s Robert

MacNeil he canfind a phone inside; thinks MacNeil is & Secret
Service man.” 18]

The abx

facy; vet

ave notation reats the encounter as if iDwere o sellied

behind the facade m‘héS{(')rsc;a; accuracy s a multitude

of uncertainties. MacNeil has never positively stated that he
Id": JuW

50Ty

saw Oswa ald never mentioned speaking to a repurier

What grounds

at the Book Dy P Manchesier have

for including tha 1 chronoiogical entry?

in order w0 understand how Manchester discovered this
alize that hus source is actually 4
Both Mac

the central tealure was 4

wwcident, It is essential o re

composite of

two slatements. and Usw

u«ia
described an incident in which

request for directions to the nearest telephone. Because the

time end place of each account were virtually congruent, it is

therefore not o rvrcaswr;;}i)iu for Manchesier 10 suppose that

hoth men were :aii\'me; about the same thing. To see how thes

£

t examine what MacNet! had wo say in his
198y

syrighted

franto the right and into the tirst building | came to that
:’7;&@’7‘ as though it might have a /)iumv It was the
xas School Book Depository. As | ran up the steps
and through the door, a young man in shirt sleeves was
coming out. In great agiiation | asked hinywhere there
was a phone. He pointed inside to an open space
where anather man was tafking on the phone siwated
near a pillarand said “Better ask him.” I was inside and
asked the second man, who pointed to an office at one
sicde. Hound  telephone on the desk. Twa orthe Luciie
buttons were 1t up. ’;)um'h«w anather, got long
distance and was through to the NBC News Radio desk
i about ten seconds.

To identify the young man as Oswald, Manchester hac w
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stary to some remarks made
Thomas Kellev.
\c:-ih;;f",x :'ﬁ;)z}r’i:

e whether L was an F{?l

:f";;z! {was a member of

He said when he was standing i
ok fhuitding and about to leave it,
iy rushed up to him and said that he
';]f)“"ﬁ(fa baook of identification,
vhere the phone was, Oswald said that
the pav phone in the f)wrc}ing andd
e fn' go to the phone before he

wa»\

P hat appear in both state-
Hents sacNet) and Gswald

ation. These simiiart-

e front steos of the Book
he coutdtind a phone. Oswald was in front

when ¢ man came up to him and asked

The man whom MacNeil spoke

2 shirnt. Oswald was 2/ Zv-, zars-old

L0 W as yOURE i wWeanrng

sthave

Beon weanng o sult oand ue agent;
Moo weas wear a sutl and te.
gt nere the tios ened, The differences in the other

3%&.‘ ;.‘ss;z‘miztés upon any aitemptiorecon-
poie incident: (13 The man whom Oswald

cut; MacNeil's hair was Komg i:nuugf:?'i Lo

| Oswald spoke to a young man; MacNeil at the

older than Oswald by eight vears. Itis

o MacNeil as “a young
1 pross badge, whereas the
it wearing a badge; instead

fication” \;\‘é“s he had to pult out azf

Wil pad

SR LI id that he was &

aiscz indi

must have
nershouddd?

o

milar, the siate

nts of Macheil

s v separald J

tepisodes. Un

siances, dowould have been are kable f,"('n'nc;u:icmic 1o z‘%nd

S very simian i nodents oocurring at nearly the same

1 Butthe assassination was ar

w ordinary routines of daily

telephone in the area. Thers must have been guite o few

people criss—crossing through Dealey Plara in the seardt

itory would natrally have b

telephones. The Book Depos

look. It should not e

one of the most obvious plac

surprising 1o find one phone search ncident at the Book

Depository closely tollowed by another.

DID OSWALD GET ON A BUS AT 12:40!

simission, Oswald was seen at

second ‘*()i i of the Book Depos:

tory. AL 12:40 he bc‘)*irda}@ Ceal McWatters” bus and was

enger named Mrs. Bledsoe, who

recognized by a fellow p:

used o be his landlady. The Warren Commission reasoned

that he went out the ront door at 12:33 and walked

bus. o

C—t0 Murphy Street where he boarded t

wimfeﬁs(:s have come forward o confinm this mode anc

ester’sdubious altemy it l(})!luam‘\t i

irectionof escape. Mandct

iw oificial version by manufacturing an encounter between

MacNeil and Oswald only served to emphasize its weakness.

Even more damaging to the government's reconstruction of
Oswald’s movements is Sylvia Meagher's carcfully reasoned
sis of the contradictory statements of the witnesses who

saw Oswald on the bus. 11

[ While a recapituta

analysis 5 beyond the E:mm of this article,

=
=
)
e

¢ that Meagher came o believe that nathc

n o McwWatiers” bus that day. The
srnufating wei;;m of ewiienw demonstrates without

doubtthat Oswald nether ook a huke down Elm Street, nocdic

he pet on a bus at Murphy Street it abso rentorces the

credibility of Deputy Roger C: ~hio insisted that Oswald
puty 2o

fot away in a car driven by a dark-skinned man.

WHO WAS THE MAN WHO GAVE MACNLIL DHREC
THONS TGO A PHONE?

Having thus established that Maciveil did notsee Oswald on

the front steps of the Book Depository, we can now retunn:

ther siatements 1o see what direcuon they take us in our gues!

1o discover the truth of the assassination. To supolemoent e

stails of the MacNeil story quoted earfien, | am providing
beiow the complete text of the written stalernent that he
submitted 1o the FBL
jusi before f!'*v sh()a)z‘mg of the President i Dall as on
Novembaer 22, | was cicling i the first press bus of the
motore JC'L, some seven or eight cars benind ihe
On hearing the shu;b ! got aut oi the Hus

S wha

President.

immediately and followed some police oriic
were ruaning up the grass slope o the right or the riad
and which the President was shot. We climbed a tence

and | followed the police who appeared to be chasing
someone, or under the impression ) they were chasing
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AManting to phone
ent to the nearest
s the Texas School
;zcmr;:‘ h:?s,‘. sz}’:_r_?_( gifwr

wa

mi tloor 7

as trecall, three 22

{0 g.‘:m }L&ﬂfiv,

outsicde their frond door. | (z’l m;\t puv {:f?e:;{mr ol n»
at the time. | asked the first man’l a man wm}
i frem ?:mm fw a wiﬁ.r in u‘?{ m:(id/s*

ectod me
ho pointed 10 an

e, hwo (!f the }H?L"» wers

f left. | do not believe any
/ rz‘m building betore me o until
b of & Burry 1o remember wha
But their manner
m has since placed the

e,

v
a7

WS VOry

Neonw Yirk
NOVEITH G5 3
HC D sty consistent with the recent vers

14¢ rsion, MacNeil

, . P
Lt Inthe TH88 vers

ving the focation of a phone o a

iy ol
(ressedd

H e i
he fran

sointed inside to an open space

2 on the phone situated near a
fsiaon, Ma Neil “asked the first man he

uzum,mn& froma p:;m 5 ethere he

fhe man paused long enough te direct him

standi né; naa;is:n s asm ﬂii but

Was On
15 inclesd leaving

CTanwa

o R

other band i the man who said

nselfonatelephone, then he could not

[ after he finished his call, or sometime
ithe inconsistency inthe 1988
Y IMOE “r"cxmbfe with the

VErSion zsx.*)fammg this

A0y s Lo Cor sz)(, s of an aging memaory

‘s recollections. In any case,

*fvim . ;

v
el as the most reliahle. .\}‘,}Lj‘ui‘, AUP3 V
iking early version is the eerie

vimaess of e thiee men he found inside the building.

MacNeil’s amazement aithis strange placidity is indicated by

theway he repeated this observation foremphasis. As a group

the three men must havc been united by a common purmaoso,
Whatever that purpose might have been, it must have

to do with the assassination,

P A

something Any other purp

i

whet fermmuidd b

hvr it be business—related or pers

IS

been swept aside by the crescendo of chaos just outside th
ntentrance. These men notonly had priorkn

e

\\siu u(x(w 'E

i

SCHTIE

but also they were
indispensible part in it. Their
distinctive trademark of disciplined agents tramed o cany out

assassination plot, performing

inexcitable demeanor is o

‘ vr ARaes RLY
: 5

anrule out Oswald as one of the three menifor a couple

of reasons.
Oswald betore, when he saw him that same night at the police

For one thing MacNetl did not later recall seeing

Since MacNeil was close enough 1o the three men @«

interact with two of them, MacNeil would most likely have

re membum Oswald if he were one ot the three, Furthermore

b1

2i320r12:

Oswald was on the second floor at least unti]
He
around with two companions by the
12:34. When taken together with the previously mentionca

would not have been able o go dcawr; the 5&;16:’5 and lounge

tume MacNeil came in at

1UI”“LSé(fé?f.r};,i(}ﬂb, it s quite certain that i)sw i was not one of

1 pho

SPOKE TO

the th wen who helpoed MacNed! 1

WHO WAS THE MAN THAT OSWALD

Secret Service

According to the Warren Report, all

“remained at their posts during the race to the hospital. None
smyed atthe scene of the shooting, and none entered the Texas

School Book Depository ator immediately after the shooting.
1131 Theti

minutes after the shot

irst agent to arrive i the area came about 20w .I‘:

ﬂL,

There is however a lot of evidence mdicating that unknowr,

Secret Service agents. When Sor

men were impersonating
geant DUV, Harkntrss went o the rear of the Book Depositon o

nts

butlding at 12:36, he found some agents already there.

T ‘!L Ve l(,}!(} me u?é.i"»’ WETe
er LML Smath tound a

didn’t get them identified. Sec

Service agents.” Police offic 1 SUSIHCIOUS

man in the parking lot behind the knoll, who claimed
i
tials, |
Book Depository who also claimed he was with the Sex

Service. [15]

grassy

:was a Secret Service agent and even displaved his creden
4] Roger Craig talked 10 2 man on the front steps of the

el

Officiatly there were no agents in the area at the time when

Uswald came out of the bullding. Yet the man whom he

S

encountered said ha was one, and even took oul & book

c/ﬁ" JUZ“

[ /f} o
1220 o)

I ,Z/vw ‘7/(/ CL‘M g;
) "’/%/CM‘&(/ /«“‘7“&31 447 “} / C}f“:

N
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1<y zwo women, Victona Adams

Al Z;’:.'H,
e —
vorker, came down the stairs in the back corner

hey saw two men near the two freight
d William

Baker and

Lovetady an
Police (m icer Marion

uly, came rushing Baker

Roy Tr
z'uii)it:‘f};,, for a sniper, Before going up the

cte guard the stairs and

o ;mm;é:fw nextlo a gunman, was seen
: Hew

Richard Carr getting into a
arkeskinned

iding, he must have used the west

s Worrell s the back door ras seen by

15 ‘}‘QL} Ol
Nash

man. [18] In arder to get

cand Lovelady. At
r, Attt A
for a (ﬁ" [r;‘:»m”' b g

;ih”i cami zi{'}wr‘ from t?‘x

ot of an mierroeation se

&

:\ Crvwvald said that he went outside

:éiky tor tive or ten minutes. Based

the disrup-

ncerning

whe was free to go home

aid thoug
i Uswald enderd his conversation with Shelley
j the time when

12:40
conspiratorial activitie

cald getting info a Nash Rambler a

s Oswald (o the ¢ 2

ot in the same

he fact that both men je

7 vaie driver with dark skin, Wﬁ:ﬁ{w
£ AL ”"),z“,},/‘/‘ oMo un ;vfg,« /
gl mwv &1} i‘w'mx {271] which puls the

sld incidents within the context of what

5 )me;! mmk Depository (some of

tha foilowin

GCeneva Hinel,

Ul (6395,

K on the fiith floor.

15 seen

standing next 1o a

i

atdy

<11

o 4 (Fatoms -

12:32 Shelley receves instrucuons |

clevator. Truly and Baker goup the

Electrical POWE resiore . Brown coal man

fiith floor using v

sUelevaior. He leaves oy the

down from

back door. He is next seen by Richard Carr enterng o Masly

12:34 MacNeil enters the buil or a phone. He
sees three calm men.
Oswald comes down from the second Hoor soo

atks with Shell
s way out he pauses w help

,}\1’\ KJ./ fﬂi
HL%WV

12:45 Qswald

outside, where het

oy ;U{u\«( Orienminuics, G

tele

7[/’

aving in a Nash Rambier

Walther, Adam
Crang are

Lookin:

The ohserva line,
?ru!yi Baker,

hots of suspicious activities in progress,
of the

and 10 some instances are wially batiling v what they are saw

tons o people like |

Warrell, Carr, MacNeil, and

sNapEs

ong se snapshots in isolation does notieil us very

to be depicting. Yetwhen these snapshots are iined ap i thes

proper chronological they reveal a distinet pattem

of conspiracy and how it urdolded at the Book LDeposion

Thatconcatenatuon of snapshots leads notto Coc ddzey .
bus: bul rather i feads 1o a Nash Rambier driven by a dark
kinned man
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