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surplus of police manpower and therefore they could

ne of the extra ones to these marginally
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e Agent URM: «Swefi' A Reconstruc-

ept. 1987, . 13; Or. Rose made
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said that

rororto the line—up. As Dr. Rose pointed

he saw Oswald on TV and at

:, any familiarity with the appearance of
e a line-up invalidates any identifica-
Y it

that the pelice kept McWatters up until 1:00 am
sunday morning. They must have had a

htening out the details in the bus story.
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i

ially the same
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bt (Holt, Rine
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MACNEIL’'S NEWSHOUR

by

Jerry Organ

As the only Nova Scotian in Dealey Plaza on November 272,
1963, Robert MacNeil's activities hold special interest for me.
in the November Fourth Decade, William Wesion goes far in
challenging MacNeil's purported brush with Oswald, explor-
ing the “conspiratorial implications” of the newsman's story,

Waeston describes MacNeil as & “reporter on the White
House staff,” perhaps to imply he was officially directed. In
fact, since midsummer 1963, MacNeil was the number Lwo
White House correspondent for NBC News. On this, his “first
big presidentiat trip,” MacNei! was coverin g the Tevas tour

along with Washi ington cameraman David Weigman. 1]

The Wild Goose Chase

wWeston writes: “Several police officers and spectators were
running up a grassy slope toward a tree-lined wooden fence
apparently in pursuit of a gunman.” However, photographs of
the aftermath tell a different story,

Witnesses who would later claim shots came from the fence
area {Jean Hill, the Newmans, Malcolm Summers, Sam bl
land, Beverly Qliver ?]) never point or mmediately move
toward the fence corner. The Wilma Bond siides reveal just
one officer raced up the knoll, triggering the stampede of
curiosity seekers,

One of the most enduring legends in conspiracy lore s that
this policeman was Bobby Hargis, the motorcycle officer
assigned to the left rear of the limousime. Critics take a morbid
delight in describing how the impact of debris from the fatal
shot induced him to run up the knoll.[2]

Mark Lane was one of the first to nominate Hargis as the
officer who rushed to the rail bridge, based on his testmony
“Iran upto this kind of little wall, brick wall up there 10 see
Feould get a better look on the bridge, and, of course, | was
looking all around the place at that time.”[3]

Hargis was actually referring to having momentarily run 1o
the retaining wall, not the overpass abutment. (41 Bond s firs

picture of the aftermath - - - taken within 20 seconds of the L
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, returning to his parked cycle,” as
&b i)y Mark Bell.[5] The Richard Bothun
ured Hargis after remounting his cycle.16]

fing the wild goose chase was identified

ago by the Warren Commission: Officer € yde A.

stll on Main when he heard shats, and
Lo the sight of people sprawled on the
Kol
were pointing back up to the railroad
ple of people were headed up that way,

iately tried ta jump the north curb. |leit my

v the street and ran o the radroad vard. 18]

ssoveral photographers from the motorcade

Mewman tamily, des

ribed by Trask as the

acal point m the confusion of the moment.”
wniMacNeil’s comrade Dave Weigman)
that site as he cruised past.[9] Photo-

kerby and a film nee by Malcoim

ack couple with a child fled along Elm as the

ownt the street, |10

“Haygood radioed that a bystander thought

from the Depository, Within two minutes, he
transmilicd:

this building, this

s believed the shors

facing it on Flm Street
g, 1t would be the uvpper

ener, the second window from the

Haygoud's quick specification of the Oswald window readi Iy

explaing aritics nave preferred (o nominate Hargis as the

nail,

officer on 1}

On the Knoll

The Bew

predicament and Ha vgood's disoriemtation

Hottheo

wa then rushing over from Houston and

i a crcumstance long exploited by manipulative critics,

assumption was that Haygood was after

i

stan was the “high unison soprano wail”

s the sirens of the abarted motoreade on

Stemm herinducement for latecomersto overtake

the Knaoll

sk, 3 Fort Worth Star Telegram photographer

aboard the bus MacNeil left, captured the lanky newsman ane|
some teenagers running along Elm as the solitary Haygood
nears the abutment [13]

Cabluck’s next picture depicis Havgood as he «imbs th

abutment post.{14]

Reaching the juncrure of the railbridge and stockade iene
MacNeil remained long enough to observe police hegin

2y

to search the tracks and two trams !

entering the railyard

MacNeil and the teenagers in the Cabluck picture are pictured

in the Frank Cancellare photograph Weston re

The reporter then “ran along the top of the (}.f;mv Kl

loaking for a phone, ” leading him to the Depository. Mac i
hasty dispatch was logged in at 12:34 by NBC in New York,
long on conjecture and miscues, the bulletn s gold o
Weston, who contends it “adds weight o the cvidence” o .

frontal assassin,

Agents of Subterfuge

Weston presents a litany of familiar bogus “Secret Service
Agent” 5§gh%ings to which he adds the man Oswaid encoun
tered in higilig
been inf aied mto mythical proportions.

1. What began as a common mispere eption has

Robert Groden maintains the - ')(m(eu icers p fura

i who

erredd Uiy

rushed the Knoll in response to the shots” were det
men who claimed 1o be Secret Service agents.”[17] Hamison

Livi ngcmne (no fst{an;’)vr to hy pcrim fe} rmmmimi:‘y W

“Men | as p(
men | } and others wha ran up the Grassy Knoll.”{1

The basis for this fanciful accoumt tums out o s’w it o
joseph M. Smith, who never rushed upthe Knoll Smith insead
arrived at the parking lot from the intersection ot Flm and

Houston, where he was assigned 1o traffic duty |19

mvestigated that area because a woman velled 16 fum: *T
are shooting the President from the bushes. {201

In the parking lot some minutes later, he approached a man

whose credentials Smith “did not examine closely

Harkness, Weitzman and Cr:sig, Officer Smith mereiy s

sumed some of the plainclothes detectives mundating the o

imany on the order of Chief Curry and Sherifil Deckert were

with the agency.

Civilians were also prone to this fallacy. Arnold Rowl:

supposed a casually dressed man he saw with a nifle a1 4

Depository window was “a Secret Service man. o
Oswald have made a similar wiid assumplion based on

MacNeil’s appearance and White Hause press badge?
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The Right Place at the Right Time

and Gary Mack have disputed Gerald

Martin Snhack
d instead en-

s cuppart Tor MacNeil, claiming Oswal

am Director Pierce Allman. In a f

I

proof of Allman's certainty. This

eals that Allman {and a co-warker who
Do identify Oswald as the man they

Allman recall flashing his press

an he encountered

il's consistent recollections, Weston
ice in a hearsay account by Secret
ley [25] Assuming Kelley recalled the

cly, Cswald twho lied repeatedly during inter-

man verbatly announ his official station and produced “a

in's

" Weston takes literally the as
" but Oswald thought the man old

vice Agent. MacNeil writes: “ am

short then and | was wearis ng a White

- might have mistaken for Secret Ser.

vit
Weston claims Mar and Oswald both descri e
CONTETS | ssitory, near the {ront entrance. But
Careiu fsmiz}%?lgﬂ»’, ot ) 2 he “about 1o

eave” the butiding,

MacNeil has always specifted he

r going “through the door.”

frst xf,m%«'tf:

fof MacNeil's failure to include the

hus Novemnber 30, 1963 statement (o the

in confi-

ed the incident just on
: Agent whose presence may have
cuon. MacNeil admits he thought this

wntal until Manchester phoned him in June

abandon, Weston jumps to extravagant con-

ion of MacNeil's description of three
s inside the Depository. By virtue of their

S Weston purports the trio was “performing

of the “assassination plot.”[28] With

i's rool demeanor when confronted by

Officer Baker would represent empirical proof of his guilt.
More likely, the three men were emplovees at the Deposi

try, calling acquaintances with the tragic news. It is also
possible that MacNeil - - -

week - - - misstated the sequence of events. Thus the second

who had just completed o hectic

“man nearer the door”was actually the first he spoke (o, 4

cautious Oswald trying to be inconspicuous.

Groping in the Dark

Weston draws conclusions based on the wildest of specula-
tions, leading to stinging charges of complicity against many -
of Oswald’s fellow workers.

Speculation: Electrical power loss in the Depository from
12:25-12:33.

Resolved: This purported outage did not affect the raoitop
Henz clock sign or the Coke machine on the second floor. As
John S. Craig has noted, Geneva Mine was no doubs referring
tothe indicator lights on her telephone console. [ 29] Returnimg
from a brief sojourn, Hine recalls going “straight up (6 the desk
because the telephones were beginning to wink: outside calis
were beginning 1o come in.”

The reason the west elevator - - - the only one of the two
frerght elevators that could be summoned - - - failed to respend
to Truly's call was because Jack Doughtery was in the process
of using i.{30] Why would conspirators risk detection by
disabling the elevators? They could not have predicted that o
police officer would rush into the nuilding with somenne
knowledgeable about the elevators. Like Oswald any con-
e which

sprrators would have used the rear stairway 1o ¢
is faster than the sluggish elevators and provides aiernare
routes.

Weston maintains police officers searching the building

ordered floodlights because the Depository was apain plunyg
nto darkness by a second power shetoff. 71311 1n ract, the
upper floors of the building - where the police scarch
concentrated - - - were used for the storage of boak cartons and
left dimly lit; fight from the windows supplemented the low
wattage bulbs,

In connection with this, Weston has cited the a counts i

¢

ral people who reported a loss of power (o the freghy

5t

elevators, | ignoring the fact that not one of them had exper.

ence using the ancient devices. They likely tailed to Close the
gate properly or manipulate the contrals correctly,
Weston has also referred to the testimony of Victor a Adams
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a few minutes, tried 1o

v 1o dise “the power

Over

owever, Inspector Herbert V. Sawver

elevator 1o the fourth

edthat fle

floor, possibly locking

101 between about 12,34 and

BrOWR COal man was

foar

n Carolyn

oS unwarranted stock

it is almost cenain that the man

winclow

forearms on the

“ was Harold

s the crowd said ‘Here they come’

i Pl ‘Secret Servi 51
Walthers “browr suitcoat” man was Bonnie Ray Williams,

shown i i Norman’s right in the same window

2cdge of t f’u adjoming window by

15] Recearcher Daf&’ K

o

{ht sur)w:'}sitigm that boxes

the time o the Dillard p hatograg

were

wiidow, [36]

&4.%3?}

who witnessed the

sooner than 1

Sandra

Styles,

fourth floor window, claimed 1o have

within a minute of the shots. JFK shows
he two women. Since they did not en-

taker in the stairwell, nor recalled seeing

those pao

nenon the fiest Hoor, the women undoubtedly used

and Baker passed the

ne after Truly

ay

stoas Lovel

iy

The two men
vhen Truly

centered through the back entrance.

ereved e ;

nent 1o guard the elevators w

returnedd

wn from the second floor at

Mrs, RUAL

andflooropen area on

s after the shooting,

inthe sec

his way to an exit that would have taken him dowasais
ix ing near the frons

MacNeil’s encounter places zne) *u Thve 3

exit on the first floor about a minute later,

Speculation: Oswald speaks o foreman Shelley ourside ior

or 15 minutes.

.

Resolved: The basis for this contention rests entren on

by Oswald as recordedin a November .

staternents made

Bookhout [39] As noted above, Shelley e

report by James

mained with Lovelady well after the assassination: about the

Weston has Oswaid meeting Shelley autsice 10on

time

'
teeviabors

assigns him to guard the tre

Speculation: Oswald leaves the area i a4 Nash Ramile

station wagon al 12:45

=
3

Resolved: ( eputy Sheniff Roger Crag thought the

inly £

who ran down the hill was Oswald, Pictures by hion Mo

and William Allen appear in Cover-Up showing such a car
but Craig is seen on north Elm, contrary 1o his stalements
where he places himself on south Tlm. Craig’s veracity can e

uged by his claim to have confronted Oswald with the

observation - - - an encounter denwed by Caplam £ ana

“Mauser” identfication. [40]

Eifarts to discredit Mrs. Bledsoe and William Whale voian o

recognize that both witnesses volunteered then informatian

Oswald's shirt pockel contained the bus transfer wih

McWatters” distinctive punchmarks. During interrogation the

inconceded he had obtamed the transier and fhen taken

a cab 1o his rooming house.

MacNeil’s NewsHour

As with Best Evidence, William Wesion's methodoiogy
fantastic speculation based on evewitness NRIesSions and
wilful acts of miscomprehension - - - leads (o an improbabloe
scenario, Atits worst, such abuses deffect attention away fron
serious investigation and harms the general credibinty of e
critical

The MacNeil-Oswald encounter is a logical extension based!

community.,

on mutually corrohorating accounts that confonn 1o tme

restraints.
But could a young, brash reporter, intent an amassing racis,
have innocently purported to be a Secret Service agent?
Although the crnormity of the event led to unprecedented
pool coverage among the nival netwaorks, the initial instine

The classic

[ 121

was (o get the scoop. exarmnple s that o

i

-y

2
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sized his pool car’s only radiophone,

v statled Jack Bell of AP by dictating the same

iv wrenched the phone away only to discover

s erupted, MagNeil rushed to get an

iion, although he thought the ncident a

harmiesy pro NBC correspondent pridefully writes:

o me Fhad been ahead of the AP and the

TR
frat bulletin but it had taken them five
141}

MacNen went to extraordinary lengths to rea

LB wath my

munules 4l on the air.

ch Parkland,

iy relieved to be back in the right place to

where he “wias

Now aware of the severiy of the

rarNeil's competitive u relaxed

sorter inthe \White House press corps

Dawvas (e ol

w where the shooting came from and [ filled

wetes kine

the gthers in "[42]

tirst bu

Hetin from the Depository contained

misinformation. the reporter “played it very carefully with

That

v the most responsibly, twice awaiting

them not o say more than we knew.”

. Cautit

sswire reports before major announce-

wark would not have another scoop until 1t

Oswald

famous coverage of the

he weekend

retracing Oswald's steps.” By
than DA

e Wl aad s 5 g oo e A
g, ac more *yewmm%ssw

s reson

NBC reporter stayed behind for

salias doing our own amateurish investiga-

non ”

v career - - as author and NewsHouwr co

uous character. Macheil is

not zdemi!\; myself as a Secret

Byt Oewald bestowed on hirm that designa
W

S

Hon one of the case’s earliest misconception

TIAT R

Oswald's human error can be forgiven, but substituting his

worcls with ! evii possible connotation is culpable. If

:k unders and closure, then

conrch tanding

commaen and leniency would make better starting

PHaCes,
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skull and bullet fragments were driven to the front of the
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rask,
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scene. AL 12:34, he radioed: “A passerby states that shiots
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: Shaw, p. 137) shows Haygood's

Willis 6 (Trask, p. 175;

tente

cath the Fort Worth sign. Willis 7 (Trask,
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3 {Groden, pp. 31 bottorn, 54) shows

“le as followers - - - including the
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! 0. 3750 ¢ 426, Trask prints a Couch film clip
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-
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feet in either direction.”(Decade, July 149« o0 T
sroof, Mack cites the Meintire pictures which tas ususd b

Thankiully, Mcintire’ s

doesn’t publish, ¢
gubhs%ﬂwi on page 472 of Pictures of he Pamn, reveaing

a hgh? commuter two-car tram nexi (o Jxe three Kais

e

juxtaposition is confirme

{Trask, p. 350

business cars. This

photo taken that afternoon.

. Trask, p. 405; Croden, p. 49,

47, bl

3. Livingstone, p. 82

tHerkloy
4. §mith had h

ositary and could venture ne opinion as to the scuri s

1981/92), p. 101; Marrs, p. 7
i)np

Thompson, p. 163, citing 7 H 535. Pussibly, this worman

mistook as assailants the black couple who fea from

retaining wall corner just after the fatal shot.

A 1978 nterviews

Weitzman, Harkness and Ronald Fischer “stated that they

had surmised that any plainclothes individual i the

company of uniformed police oificers must have |

(HSCA Report, p. 184 n
James Hosty wold the Committee that Frank

Secret Service agent.” 25 un .
6251 FBl Agent

flisworth, a local ATF officer with the Treasury Depant

ment, had identified himself as a Secret Serviceman, .

claim Ellsworth subsequently denied. According to

1967 interview by Mark Lane with Secrel Service Apens

Abraham Bolden, rumors that “an unauthorized purson

had used Secret Service credentials in Dallas on Noven

ber 22% prompted a service-wide credential ¢
Novemnber 27. (A Citis Rinehar &
Winston, 1968}, p. 183}

Trask, p. 572, citing 7 H

zen's [Dissent, (Mol

51

1964 interviews with James Powell
Terry Ford, and Allman) appears in Thompson, pp. 47.0
13-

On page 209 of The Right Place at the Right Time
MacNeil recounts exiting the Depository, whese a hiyster
cal woman drew her attention 10 his press badge.

196

Kelley's report, dated November 29, 3, was pubtished

in the Warren Report {pp. 562-65],
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omission, MacNeil wrote mer “It was

certamly account | wrete several days after the
and published as a chapter in my book The
if

undye

also

apphed speculation to
The Assassination Tapes, (Pent-
the two

ated
call from hus

i O'Toole theorized
ced by A

& noti acNeit indic

e second floor rm‘,‘tmving a

" on the first floor phone - - - a conjecture

sthe [FK travesty. However, Mrs. Reid did not

observe owald using a phone in the open office area on

1 secom Hoor, the Eun “hroom contain a tele:
XV

3as i,’“-E 2hmug, 3 {fr fifEh fim}r.
3. p. 31

Floor Sriper,” Third Decade, May 19

1991, p. 23,

320 Third Decade, Mareh

Hugh

ferent configt

southeast window of 2?19 fifth

e Dillard pic-
1 20, 1964 reconstruc-
towever, the recreation photo-
vhile those of Diflard

facade in full sunlight.

P OV

conditions, v

Dnposii }W‘g Weston

s and Norman are vf:-:m ted in the

“looking at nothing in particular

yori 1o

thing o happen.” Dven odder is that

Hath written on t?m ;)ri.:("ffdm;;: age iMay 1993, p.

-

:

e Knoll impelled

“thermn to
s dash (o the westend window ” This
v had yet o materialize when Dillare 160k

i
nerr

@ men had

8o reason o leave

ation

1994 pp. 42

AMARC 1

Wesion as “Iittie known

39 Bockhout'sreport, described by
apmearm‘ in {he Warren Report (pp. 356 671,
Posner, p. 2
65,

MacNell p. 2

} Warren Report, p. 151

10,

42 0bid., p. 217, When MacNeil entered the 1 JeROsHery, e
encountered two witnesses who saw a rifleman i one o
s windows. (p. 208)
43, Letter of January 24, 19973,
e

AN INDIANA RIFLE UPDATE

by

Sheldon Inkol

The

anarticle Fhad pubtished in the juiyv,

2

i:,iiowmg information comes fram = The indiang Rl

199 issue of The T

ade.

Aman checked inta a seventh foor room atthe Terre §

AUt
House Hatel the g h ot November 25 1963, registernng
under the name of P"i,erry Lo Power and giving a ralee San

Antonio address. The hotel was across the street

Democrat and Republican heac e Al
unspecified threat was made against “a local wl. on

the moming of November 26, security was ightened around

Governor of Indiana Matthew Welsh in ndianapolis. The

man left the hotel the next day, feaving o disassembicd 7 or

T Cerman Mauser behind e

Subsequent invesiigation

vealed that Harry Lo Power had been in the Ammy, and was

op marksman and an outspoken member of the o

Communist League. The Terre Haute police suspected tha

someone might be using the name as an alias. Accond

Frank Riddle, Terre Haute's Chuet of Polie et the ime the 85

tried (o link Power's nre

ence at the hotel to g locat polas

rally held near the hote! that mght, and Power was g

st

cted of being involved in an artempt on the ge o

Sheldon tnkel

54 Raglao Ave, #14
Toronto, Ontario
Canada M6C 211




