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iire Les Whitten 1/12/717
1401 16.St., Nw
Wash., U.C. 20026

Dear leg,

I was in town yesterday. I had hope %0 hav. time to walk up from “im's office but
our neeting with gine DJ and FBI people over my King FOIA suit lasted until almost time
for my bus home, I had wanted to see you or one of your people to explain the enclosed
early JFK assassination pems from Courtney Evans to ilan Belmont.

I do not recall seein it in print. I also do not recall any attention to it. It may
have been used without achieving any major esttention, However, in the event it was used
I@n give you an uBused angle, one I'm sure was not used. The reason I cap be sure is
because there are s0 few authentic scholars. Fost are like Lane, in quest of a headline.

First the file designations. The F3I's 62 files are PADINISTRATIV: NUUIRY - MISCELLAN®
BOUS,"105 " INTRZRKAL SBECURITY ~NATIONALISTIC TLHDEXCY,® Plain "internal security" without
the "nationalistic tendency" is 100, You can decide for yourself is there is meaning in
the use of 105 rather than 100, The 62 is not unreascnable, as at first glance it may
seem to be, because kKilling the President then was not a federal offense anid there was
no FBI jurisdiction. The initial FBI 2= investigation was as g special investigation for
the President, “ . hnson,

. 411 the marks were on this copy except the straightyline on the Katzenbach memo to
%oyer in the right-hand margin beginning at he taop of Faragraph 1. I added that. It
represents g Praconception, the built-in conclusion of the Warren Report, )

The top of page 2 is probably the earliest recommendation of a Presidential come
nission, I hed thought that Abe Fortas came up with the idea several days later. Hew-
ever I do not recall thst K. ever took credit for the Cemmission, I have his exescutive
Session appearznce before it, one of the very earliest and of g significant date, 12/9/53,
In this Perhaps oberly-short explanation I am leading up to the only narks the FBI top
brass, in this case perhaps the Rosen of our back channel that you may remember, sdded 4o
the BEvans memo.

The FBI's, whether or not Rosen's, emvhasis is on "making public the results of the
FBl's investigation" and that it should be done promptly. The indication of prompiness
"if at all possible" and and of erediting the FBI for the inveatigation while 2Droint-
zent of a Presidential comnission was pending, "results of the FBI's investigetion,” are
underseored in addition te the zmarginal narking.

You and Jack will probably continue to disagree with my beliefs that the conclusiong
were pre-determinations anc preconceptions. What you may not disagree with is alsc in oy
published work, that Hoover frou the first was determinsd to box the Comwission in and (L
that he succesded in this. This neRo_represents.the first known step to.that eng by the N
markings added. There is not one of the top brass who would not bave interpreted this '3J“fﬁ
K "feeling”" as an invitation to whai them hap.ened - the Fal'ls leaking of its report. g y4

My recollection iz that this was for use tre morning of 12/9/63. It was not later.
On that day when K appeared before the members only of +he Commission he told them that while
Hoover pretendsd to be busy invsstigatinz the demeaning lesk nobody elss could have done

the leaking,

The report of the FBI did give the Commission its doctrine and much of what it was
to wndertake ¢o make credible. The Commission could not and did not accept that report as
gospel because it failed o account for all the known shots and all the known impacts of
these shots, It even failed toc mention one of the President's known wounds, that in the
front of his neck, This FBI report is the first numbered Commission regord, CD ¢, the
CD representing "Commission Document.” Hoover could not neke a lone-ggeassin rerort withont
these omissions. The Commission, knowing they would not stack, invented the "single bullet”
tmoma I have Just ended itas Genalilitv aahia~s e VBT _visa = - o



. Lea Whittep 1/12/77
1401 16 3¢, , N

Wash, , L.C. 20026

Heap b2s,

I was in town Yesterday, 1 had hope o hav. time to walk up from “im'sg office byt
our “eetins wity 2ine DJ and FBI P20ple over By King FOIA sui+ lasteqd until almost time
for my bus hom:., T had vanted to gae YOu or one of ¥our people to exXplain the enclossd
early JFR a8sassingtiop nemo fpap Courtney Evang to Alan ﬁelmont.

I do not Tecall seein 44 in print, g also do not recall any attention tq it, It nay
have seen Used withoys achievin, any major attention, However, in the ovent it wag used
iLoan gve VBu an ugugeq angle, one g BUre wasg not used, The Teason I ocan be Sure is
b= cange thors arg 80 Tew &uthentqig scholarg, Fost are like Lane, {n quest of 4 Neadline.

Firgt the file designations. The F3I's 60 files are "ADAINISTRATIVﬂ INGUIRY . MINCE Ly

EQOB,"1OS " LT RNAL SECURTT ~HATIONALJ5TIC TENDLHCY.E Plain "Interng] securi tyn ¥ithoyt
the ”nationalistic tendency” is 100, You can decide fop Yourself 4g there 14 neaning {p

20 FRI jurisdiotion. The initial FBI xm investigation vas ag g 8prcigl investigntion for
the Ei,xicent, dnhnson.

57K8 were on thigs copy 8Xcept the straight line op the Katzenbach nemo to
TOYer in the right-hang margin beginning at che taop of Paragraph 1.1 added that, It
Tepresents g praconception, the bl 1tip conclusion of the Warren Report,

The top of Page 2 ig Probably the oarliest rocommendation of a Presiduntinl conm~
nesion, 1 had thought that Abe Fortgg came up with the 1deq 8eVeral dayg later. Haw.
ever I ao not recall thgt K. ever touk Credit for the Commission. I heve his 2xecutive
8esgion APpearance before it, one or the Very earliegt and of 4 significant date, 12/9/53.
is it i®rheps oberly—short explanathor J am leading Up to the only nargg the FBI top
“Tass, ip this cage Perhaps the Rosen of our back channel that yoy mey Temember, added %q
the AVans 1emo,

The FBI'g, whether oy not Rosen's, ®mbhasis ia on "making rublic the Tesilis of the
FBI'g iHVestigntion" and that 44 should be done promptly, The indication of Promptnegg
"if ot all Possible" ang and of erediting the FBI for the invsstiyation while nDloint~
“ent of g Prosidential Ccomni gg4 o was Pending, "resultg 0f the FBI'g invnstigntion," are
widersaspad in adiiition to the TAaTyina) Rarking,

You ang Jaack wi11 Probably continue to disagree with ny beliefn that the Conclusiong
ware pr&—determinations ang preconcoptions. Yhat yoy Ray not disagree wWith 1g tlso 1y Ly
Sublished wory, that Soover fro, the firgt ygg determined t, box the Comsiission 1p and \
thet by 8dCceaded in thyg, This neme represents tpe first knowy step to thay end by the
Baridngs added, There is not ope or the top brage who woyuld not have interpreteq thig }

& "feelingn as ap invitation.to what thep hap egeq - the Fiytg lealdng of its report, !3

My Tcollection {a that thig was3 for use the morning of 12/3/63. It was net later,

“n thgt day when x appearse: before the nembeprg only of the Commission he to14g them thgt while

tonTer Pretended 4o be busy investigatin? the demsaninq leak nobody elgs couid huve done
“he ceaking,

Tont or hig neck. Thig FBI report is the first Rumberegd Commission Tecord, (D 1, the
y rﬂpresanting "Commission Document, » Hoover ceould not nake n lone-eseassin Terort withoyt

*©8e omissiong, The Commission, knowing they woulqg not stack, lnvented the n.s. )
Bory. I have jugt ded fta tanamiqen g0 N0 R e
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