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vWRCTs #SSASSINATION 0% THE PRESIDENT , fom if 7 are 

pe ct re optchel., PG, 8 Be NE ss , 
a ' Neputy Attorney GenerdYWatzenbach advised he attended > wre 

the organz“ational meeting of the-FrcéSident’s Commission to rersrxt 5} 

“* ,» on.the assassination of President Kennedy held today. We not. . “NS 

that the meeting did not get around to the point of discussing ww ' 

appointment of Chief Counsel or other staff members, The consensus |! 

of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have 2° ~ 

large nunber of witnesses to testify before the Commission but = + ‘ 

rather the report submitted by the F3I and other agencies should te » 

fully utilized, In this regard, questions were raised as to the ~*~. 

_@valuation of information furnished by various witnesses, + at tye GS 

Katzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Comaission would be ; 

furnished with background information including a criminal record, '!° 3 

if any, on various persons interviewed, He said he told the -¢%-. - 6 

Commission members that this would be highly impractical as a 

obviously the FBI could not conduct a background Zavestigation on a 

fevery person they interviewed, On the other hance, he noted that if 

the testinony of a particular witnoss, who had teen interviewed by 

the, FBI, was inconsistent with other known information or otheswise J 

questioned, then be believed the FBI would honor a Commission z squests 

or additional facts on such a witness, It was suggested that ons: G 

the Commission is organized, it might be desirable to have a liaisrt & 

arrgngement directly between the Commission and the FB} jit it -°. © 
irelated-to investigative mat<ers. SA: wets see WAIT PN Ee Dra 
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; -'\ .@  #ith yeference to the FBI report, which Katzenbach 
received today, he said he was having it reviewed by his attorneys 

_ and-he planned to read it himself tonight. It is Katzenbach's 

Beda that unless he notes something of a particularly disabling 

= nature, he colt the report should go to the President as prepared 

* if by the pede without any change. He hopes to do this tomorrow | 

*' because obviously the Commission cannot begin ary activity until. — 

thee have the. report / 
, he. reporte REC? 52, Debs eed af ae 
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77 Memorandum to Mr. Belmont = 0° cri; 
Rez Assassination of the President a 

A At the meeting today, iatzonbach said Senator ‘Richard. Be. 
inussell, a Commission member, was most sarcastic in asking. whetner : 
ides Commission would get the report before the FBI had leaked a21 of 

ts contents to the press, iKatzenbach said he immediately Spoke up - 
nd said that he had talked with the Director and other ranking - 

officials in the F3I and he knew that no leak of information from 
- tthe FBI to the press would ever be condoned, He said ne told 

“ }Senator Russell that newspaper reporters have their own ways of °=_-*.. 
‘developing information and just because they, get a stouy ae Sees oe 
;not mean that it was leaked to then. a ool. . 

The position of Texss State Attorncy Gencral Carr, is, 
j according to Katzenbach, most untenable. . Carr at the request °” 
of President Johnsoa announced that he was going to have a State ,_. 

| Board of Inquiry look into the President's assassination. Now ..,: 
‘lWhite House officials have told Carr it would be inadvisable 
forhim to proceed, Carr is in Washington and will probably sec - "> 
President Johnson. Katzenbach anticipates Carr will make some hine 
of statement to the press pointing out that investigation in this 

° case has extended to many areas outside the State of Texas and trat 
traction by the Federal Government is the only way the full story 
can be ascertained. This will be his excuse fox. not RECESCSEAE 

, mth the State Inquiry. . . 

3 - ACTIONS: ° AS . : . : : oe - e . a. : - _ 8 ds . 

poh fny further information received concerning this mates 
. will be brought to your attention promptly. | , . 
— , . ° 5 tit, , 

; (see addendum, page 3) cee 
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ADDENDUK (AlB:esh), 12/6/6320 20002 7 ST ET 

7 Mr. Katzenbach called we on the night of 12/5/63. He tps te 

.¥ said he had read our report and it was “sensational.” Ile - Lots 

wanted to know whether we thought a public statement should be 

. made, either by the Department or the White Nouse, to the effect — 

- that the report was finished, and the status of the matter. .. -:. 

I advised him we had no opinion on this; that this was up to ..: 

the Department; that we had done the investigation, and were 

continuing to follow out leads, and we had given the report - 

to the Departuent. _ ; ; wept eS 
; ( : 3 Aol T Pee gee: - owe - se taeie a ieee . ~ aa so 

Katzenbach said if wo did not object he would go through "=. ~ 
with his original promise and let high officials of CIA, State 
ang Secret Service look at this report on the morning of 12/6.°°"" 
I told him we had no objection. tat . . oop eer: tet tr 

wate 

Katzenbach asked whether we had any views as to how the ©. 

 . report should be transmitted to the thite Mouse or the commission. . 

I advised him that, here again, the commission had not asked . 

the FSI for the investigation; that the President had, and that — 
a we had done tne investigation, prepared the report, given 4t =, - 

to the Departmont, and it was up to the Department to decide ...-.° 
what should be done with it. ; . a 
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fe Mr, Katzenbach said that if Warren Olney is avpointed .as ° 
- counsel for the Presidential comnission, Katzenbach is going to 
Pe : try to get an attorney from the Criminal Division in with the 

{ commission, so that he will know what is going oa. 

és -. Katzenbach said he would probably like to get together -_ 

! with us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss the report, although ~” 
se he ‘had very few questions. I told him we wou come over and, ° 

. digguss it with him at any tine he wanted. . ff “SE 
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