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the organx:zational meeting of the FrésSident’s Commission to reraxt -~
- on the assassination of Precident Kennedy held today, Ile motie .=

that the nceting did not get around to the point of discussing "1 -
appointment of Chief Counscl or other staff members. The conscasvs
of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have a = " -
large number of witncsses to testify before the Commission but ~ +
rather tihe report submitted by the F3I and other agencies should ¢
fully utilized, In this regard, questions were raised as to the =,
.evaluation of information furnished by various witmnesses, Cor e N
Latzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Comaission would be
‘furnished with background information including a c¢riminal record, (-
if any, on various pcrsons interviewed, He said he told the 47t -
Comnission members that this would be highly impractical as 2
obviously the FBI could not conduct a background tnvestication on £
ICVEry person they intervicwed, On the other hand, he noted that i
the testimony of a particular witnoss, who had teon interviewed by
the, FBI, was inconsistent with other known information or otherwise
questioned, then be believed the FBI would honor a Commission T scuest
or additionzl facts on such a witness., It was suggested that on::
the Commission is organized, it might be desirable to have a liaisrc
arrgngement directly between the Commission and the FBI ,if it .
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: i 7ith Yeference to the FBI roport, which Katzenbach i“zw i
received today, he said he was having it reviewed by his attorneys o :

. ard -he planrned to read it himself tonight., It is Katzenbach's ;
i ‘,fceling that unless he notes something of a particularly disabling -

% Ypzture, he Tclt the report should go to the President as prepared %
"¢ :{ by the Bureap without any change, He hopes to do this tomorrow ¢
;  *'becpuse obviously the Comuission cannot begin arny activity until.

“ the% have thﬁ,report. ; S L
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% At the meeting todaj, Katzcnbach said §cngtor Richard B.~
ussell, = Commission member, was most sarcastic in acsking whetaer
Iihy Conmis,ion would get the report before the FBI had leaked ail of

ts contents to the press, ilatzenbach said he immediately spoke up -
nd said that he had talked thh the Director and other ranking -
officials in the F3I and he ¥ncw that no lcak of information from
- tthe FBI to the press would ever be condoned, KHe said ne told
Senator Russcll that newspaper reporters have their own ways of "o --.
‘doveloping information and just because they get a story it does {-~
tnot mean that it was leakcd to them, .- , : SoTae
: o The position of Tcxas State Attorncy Gencral Carr, is,
iaccording to Katzenbach, most untcnable. . Carr at the request <7
of President Johnsom announced that he was going to have a State |

}Boan of Incuiry look into the President's assassination, Now -

I white House officials have told Carr it would be inadvisable ,
forhim to procecd, Carr is in VWashington and will probably sec - - -
President Johnson., Katzembach anticipates Carr will make some hing
of statement to the press pointing out that investigation in this

. case has extended to many areas outside the State of Tcxas and that

i action by tke Federal Government is the only way the full story
can be ascertained. This will be his excuse for not proceeding

x\'uth the State Inquiry,
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! ny further information received 6oncern1ng this mat.es
. will be brought to your attention promptly. . .
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Mr. Ratzenbach called we on the night of 12/5/63. He‘*fiﬁ;f‘”
) s2id he had read our rcport and it was "sensational.® Ile -

wented to know whether we thought a public statement should be .
. made, either by the Departmenti or the VWhite llouse, to the effect

-~ | that the report was finishcd, and the status of the matter. .. .:.' = 3
I advised him we had no opinion on this; that this was up to 77" .

the Departument; that we had done the investigation, and were, 1‘;;“ﬂ l
continuing to follow out leads, and we had given the report . : L

Jto the Department. _ ‘ oy v
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Katzenbach sajd ££ wo did not obJoct bc would go throu"h

with his original promise and let high officials of CIA, Stato
J and Sccret Service look at this report on the morning ot 12/6.~.

I told bhin we bhad no objectionm. e _ a5 "T¢3T7é‘
: Katzenbach asked whether we had any views as to how the :

- report should be transmitted to the VYhite liouse or the comnission. .
i I advised him that, here again, the commission had not asked .
; the FSI for the 1nvest1"at1on' that the President had, and that

P we had done tae 1nvest1«ation, prepared the report, given it - .
; to the Departmont, and it was up to the Department to decide..ﬁ,“
what should bo done with it. L e s ce it s R
W Kr., atzewbach said that if Warron Olney is appointed as =~
' ¢ounsel for the Presidential commission, Katzenbach is going to
- try to get an attorney from the Criminal Division in with the
¢ cpmmxsszon, so that he will know what is going on.
' Katzenbach said he would probably like to got together o
: kb us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss the report, although -
e had very few quostions. I told him we wou come over and ,
_ d1§5uss it with him at any time he wanted. . fa, CEoE
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