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FBI has made an exhaustive investigation into whether Oswald may have conspired with or been
sisted by any organization, group, or person...To date this aspect of the investigation has been
negative." Unimpressed with the report, the commissioners chose to disregard Katzenbach's letter. In his
4 (t\ testimony before the HSCA in 1978 Katzenbach explained his role by saying that the state department
A/ had requested some statement be made indicating Oswald's guilt so that our allies would feel more
comfortable with the new administration. He also mentioned that the FBI itself wrote the letter and that he
merely added his signature.

Katzenbach reca p:

On November 22, after the assassination, he took over for Robert Kennedy as acting Attorney General,
so that Robert Kennedy could both grieve and devote himself to his family.

On November 24, after Oswald was assassinated, he met with FB| Director Hoover. The next day, he
issued a memorandum to Bill Moyers, then working as the Johnson Administration's Press Secretary,
encouraging Moyers to use the press to convince the public that Oswald had acted alone. He later

defended this action by insisting he was under pressure by the State Department to silence the talk of a
vast conspiracy.

He then proceeded to pressure the FBI to finish its investigation as fast as possible, and pressure
President Johnson to create a Presidential Commission to confirm the FBI's findings.

By early December, he cooperated with Chief Justice Warren and began pressuring the Attorney General
of Texas to forgo its own investigation.

And then on December 9, he pressured the Warren Commission to simply sign-off on the FBI's findings!

It's amazing to reflect that, in the aftermath of the assassination, Katzenbach, acting as the nation's top
cop, had tried to cut-off a thorough, and one might say REAL, investigation at €very opportunity, and that,
when questioned about this later, he refused to take responsibility, blaming his actions on the FBl and the
State Department. It was not HIS job to cater to the insecurities of FBI Director Hoover. It was Ho‘dver‘s
job to answer to him. It was not HIS job to assuage the concerns of the international community. It was
HIS job, however, to make sure the assassination was properly and thoroughly investigated, and that
those responsible were exposed and brought to justice. Even if one were to acknowledge the likelihood
Oswald acted alone, one can not possibly believe that Katzenbach's actions were appropriate and
reflective of a high regard for his responsibilities. Robert Kennedy may not have been a giant, but his
shoes were clearly too large to be filled by Katzenbach.

Robert Kennedy's approach would almost certainly have been different. On December 9, the same day

that Katzenbach urged the Warren Commission to confirm the FBI's findings that Oswald had acted 2
alone, Robert Kennedy had a private conversation with historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr. and made it clear

that he could not agree with so simple a solution. In his Pulitzer Prize-winning epic, Robert F. Kennedy

whose guilt he had accepted, may have been part of a larger plot, “organized by Castro or gangsters."
Kennedy also told Schlesinger that CIA Director John McCone believed there was a second assassin.

And yet, even with doubts in high places, induding the minds of President Johnson, Attorney General
Kennedy and CIA Director McCone, FBI Director Hoover continued pushing his own version of events,
that Oswald had acted alone. A 12-11-63 article in the Los Angeles Times entitled "FBI Certain Oswald
Was Assassin, Report Shows," discussed the Warren Commission's reluctance to release the FBI's
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