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MEHORANDUN TOR MR. MOYLRS

Xt ${a important that all of the facts
surrcunding President Kemnedy's Assassinstien be
made public in a way which will satisafy peopla in
the United States and abroad that all the facta
have bean told and that a statament to this affact
be made BGY.

1, The public must be satisfied that 174
Oswvald was the assasging that he did not have
confederates who are 8till at largaj and that
the evidence was such that he would have been
coavicted at trial. ’ <

2. Spaculation adout Oswald’s motivatica v
cught to be cut off, and we should have aome basis

for rabutting thought that this was a Coamunist
conapiracy or (as the Iren Curtain preas is saying)

a right-wing conmpiracy to bdblame it on the Communists.
Unfortunately the facts on Czvald seam about too pat-——
toe obviocus (Marxist, Cuba, Ruasian wife, stc.}. 7The
Dallas police have put out statements on the Communist
connpiracy theory, and it was they who were iz charge
when he was shot and thus silencad. .

3. Tha matter has heen handled thus far
with nelther dignity nor convicticn. TFacts have been
pixed with rumocur and -8peculatiocn. e can scarcaely
lut the world sea us totally in the imaps of the
Dallas police whan our Presldent is murdered.

I think this objective -may de satizfied 14
by making public am scon as pessidble a complate and
thorouph FBI report on Oswald and the assassination.
This may run into the difficulry of pointing to in-
consistencies betwean this report and statements by
Dallas police officials. But the reputation of the
Bureau is such that it =may do the whole job.

LR/

! :
i ]ﬂf-‘vwm T File

; Brw
211 MAY ° 1465
RECORES BRANCH

| v

D:ﬂf(w»\ o Con pud m FTIEAN Aot Lo 4 Pl e
TVCR.  wrenfops —AhT cvocds trael L ;7,472} P@/{Z‘] R

Dt TN /Ma,\:/



2 ‘1"'

!, } : The only other 3tep would ba the appointrent

f a Presidential Commisslon of unimpeachabls personnel
to ruview and examine the evidence and annocunce its
coaclusions. This has both advantages and digadvantages.
It think it can await publication of the FBI report
and public reaction to 1t haiw and abroad.
&{’/ I think, howesver, that a statemeat that
i all the facts will be made public property im an
i
{

orderly and responsible way should de mads now. WHe
asad somathing tc bead off pudblic spaculariom er
i\ Congressional heariages of the wrong sort.

\Uﬂb @@g/' |

M Micholas dca-- Katzanbach
@/]‘v“ A : Daputy Attorney Gemeral
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MEHORANDUM FOR MR, MOYERS

It is important that all of the facts
surrounding President Kemnedy's Assassinatien be
made public in & way which will satisfy peoplas in
the United States and adroad that all the facts
have been told and that & statement to this effect
te made aow.

1, The pubdblic must be satisfied that
Oswald was the asassging that he did not have
confederates who are 8till at largsi and that
the evidence was such that he would have been
convicted at trial.

2. Speculation adout Oswald’s =zotivaticam
cught to be cut off, and we should have some basis
for rebutting thought that this was a Communist
conapiracy or (as the Iron Curtain press is saying)
a right-wing conspiracy to blase it on the Cosmmunista.
Unfortunately the facts on Oswald gseem about too pate-
too odbvious (Marxist, Cuba, Ruasian wife, e«tc.). The
Dallas police have put ocut statements on the Coemunist
conspiracy theory, and it waes they who were in charge
when he was shot and thus silencad.

J. The matter has been handled thus far
with neither dignity nor convicticn, Facts have been
mixed with rumsocur and speculation., Ve can scarcely
let the world see us totally in the imaps of the
Dallas police whan our President is murdered.

I think thils objective mavy be satisfied
by making public as socon as possidble a complate and
thorough FBI report on Oswald and the assassination.
This may run into the difficulty of pointing to in-
consistencies between this report and statements by
Dallas police officials. 3But the reputation of the
Bureau is such that it may do the whole job.
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The only other step would bde the appeintment
of a Presidential Commission of unimpeachable personnel
to reviev and examine the evidence and annouace its
conclusions. This has both advantages aad disadvantages.
It zhink it can await publication of the FBI report
and public reactica to it hers and abroad.

I think, however, that a statement that
all the facts will be made public property im an
orderly and respeasible way should be made now. uWe
ased somathing tc head off public speculatica oy
Cemgressional hearings of the ¥YIORE 8OTt.

i

¥icholas ded. Katzenbach
Deputy Attorney Gemeral
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MOYERS

It is important that all of the facts surrounding President Kennedy's
Assassination be made public in a way which will satisfy people in the United States and
abroad that all the facts have been told and that a statement to this effect be made now.

1. The public must be satisfied that Oswald was the assassin; that he did
not have confederates who are still at large; and that the evidence was such that he would
have been convicted at trial.

2. Speculation about Oswald's motivation ought to be cut off, and we
should have some basis for rebutting thought that this was a Communist conspiracy or
(as the Iron Curtain press is saying) a right-wing conspiracy to blame it on the
Communists. Unfortunately the facts on Oswald seem about too pat -- too obvious
(Marxist, Cuba, Russian wife, etc.). The Dallas police have put out statements on the
Communist conspiracy theory, and it was they who were in charge when he was shot and
thus silenced.

B The matter has been handled thus far with neither dignity nor conviction.
Facts have been mixed with rumour [sic] and speculation. We can scarcely let the world
see us totally in the image of the Dallas police when our President is murdered.

I think this objective may be satisfied by making public as soon as possible a
complete and thorough FBI report on Oswald and the assassination. This may run into
the difficulty of pointing to inconsistencies between this report and statements by Dallas
police officials. But the reputation of the Bureau is such that it may do the whole job.

The only other step would be the appointment or a Presidential Commission of
unimpeachable personnel to review and examine the evidence and announce its
conclusions. This has both advantages and disadvantages. It [sic] think it can await
publication of the FBI report and public reaction to it here and abroad.

I think, however, that a statement that all the facts will be made public property
in an orderly and responsible way should be made now. We need something to head off

public speculation or Congressional hearings of the wrong sort.

Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Deputy Attorney General .
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HEHORANDUX FOR MR. MOQYERS

It 1le i{mportant that all of the facts
surrounding Preeldent Kennedy®s Assassinatien be

made public in a way which will satisfy pesopls {n ¥
the United States and abroad that all the facts

have been told and that e statament to this effect

be made now,

1. 7The public rust be satisfied that Q‘},y/‘(

Osvald was the agsasging that he did not dave Lﬂbﬁ/
confaderates vho are still at largej and that }L t ;
the evidence was such that he would have been
convicted at trial. “yﬂwl

2. Spsculation adbout Ogwald's motivatioa QIJ
ocught to be cut off, and we should have some basia

for rebutting thought that this was a Communist

gonspiracy or (as the lron Curtain press ie saying) Ugdufilﬁ
a right-wing conspiracy to blase it on the Cosmunists. 1
Unfortunately the facts on Oswald seem about toco pat-—é%ﬁi;ﬁ”

too obvious (Marxist, Cuba, Ruasian wife, s«tc.). The
Dallas police have put out statements on the Cosmunist

conspiracy theory, and it was they who were in charge {L/Lw”dq
wvhen he was shot and thus silencad. e

Jo Thke matter has been handled thus far
with neither dignity nor convicticn. Facts have been
pvixed with rumour and speculation, Je can scarcely
let the world see us totally {n the ixmape of the
Dallas police when our President is murdered.

I think this objective may dbe satisfied
by making public as scon as possible a complete and
thorouph FBI report on Oswvald and the assassination.
This may run into the difficulty of pointing to in-
consiatencies between this report and statemants by
Dallas police officials. But the renutation of the
Bureau ig such that it may do the whole job.
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The only other Step would be the appointment
of a Presidentfal Comaisalon of uniepeachable personnel
to review and exanine the evidence and annodace {e¢g
conclunion-.l Thie has both advantages and di.advnntagcs.

It think 1¢ can await rubucation of the rax Teport
and publig reactioa to

Congressional hearings of the ¥reng gorte

¥icholas ded. Katzenbach
Daputy Attorney Gemeral



