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Alvarer found agreement between the motion of the melon and of the President's
head, but did not record the masses of the melons or the material sjectad, Thus, an
equally important comparison is now impossible. 1f there were a difference here, it
4 would be & significant ome, as shown in sections IV and ¥. Until the Alvarez

experiment is repeated with a measurenent of masses, no meaningful conclusions can be
drawn from it.
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OSWALD’S RALEIGH CALL: THE PHONE CALL THAT REVER WAS*
Y
Grover B, Proctar, Jr, ®%

One of the most imteresting and potentially important aspects of the John
Kennedy assassination may not have anything to do with the murder itself, A story
concerning the actions of the sccused assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, has ¢immered on
the back burmer of the investigations since its discovery tem vears ago, and is
considered by leading 29sassinstion awthorities to be a key in the unsolved mystery.

Oswald's movements and statements inside the Dallas Jail up to the time of hig
murder have always been s huge mystery, and any clues to what happened during the
time are vigorously sought by a1l researchers, So when a story surfaced that Dswald
attempted to place 3 call from the jail 2o & porson whose name had not olherwise
entered the assassination investigation, it was big news,

in short, it 4s alleged that Oswald attempted to place & call to o .John Hurt in
Raleigh, North Carolina on Saturday evening, November 23, 1963, but was myster iously
prevented from completing the call. Though there s speculation that the csll was
incoming rather than outgoing {for example, a crank call to the jail from someons by
that name), private and Congressional ressarchers believe Oswald, for whatever
rEasons, was the one attempting the call. The fmplications of thet call have

prompted former U.S. intelligence officers to speculate on Oswald's possible 1ink
with {atel}igence agencies.
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2 HIW WE KHON WHAT WE KHOW,

On the night of Movember 23, 1363, two telephone operators
were working the switchbosrd that controlled, smong other Dallas municipal offices,
3 the jafl. One of the ladies, Mrs. Alveeta A, Treon, made a statement coscerning the

events of that night to assassination researcher and attorney Bernard Femsterwald

4 stme five years after the assassination, but then vefused to sign it on advice from
her Tawyer, according to Femsterwald. The following is & condensation of that
5 statement:
) #rs. Treon arrived for work at the switchboard betwees 10:15 and 10:35 that
6 evening, and was told by her fellow worker, Mrs. Louise Swinney, that their
) supervisor had asked them to assist Taw enforcement officials to listen to a call
7 that Lee Harvey Dswald would be making soon. Two men, that Mes. Treon thinks wight
have been Secret Service agents, subsequently came into the switchboard area and werve
Q put in en adjacent room where they could monitor the expected call,
¢ At about 10:45, the call from the jai] came through, znd both ladies rushed to
0 answer L. Mrs. Swinney handled the call, as 4t turned out; wrote down the
information on the number Oswald wished to reach; and notified the two men of the
10 eall, Quoting frem Mrs. Troon's statemont: ! was dumbfounded at what happaned next.

Hrs, Swinney opened the key o Oswald and told him, 'I'm sorry, the number doesn't
] answer.'  She then unplugged and disconnected Oswald without ever really tryimg to
put the 3!l through, R few moments lster, Mrs., Swinney tore the page off her

12 notation pad and threw {1 inte the wastepaper basket.”

- After Mrs. Swinney Yeft work at approximately 11:00 p.m., ¥rs. Treon retrieved
13 the piece of paper, and copled the information from 1% onto & telephone slip commonly
<) used by the operators to record calls, so that she could keep it as a “"souvenir.® .
14 That siip, which would turn up seven years later in 3 Freedom of Information
- suit brought by Chicage researchar Sherman H. Skolnick {a civil action filed in
13 Federal District Court in Chicago, April 6, 1970, He. 70C 790}, contains somwe

startling things. It purports to show a collsct csll from the jail by Les Rsrvey
Oswald to & John Hurt st 919-B34-7830 and it gives snother telephone number in the

919 Ares Lode, 873-1¢b3. (The siip is reproduced in the Appendix of the 1975 book,

Coup d'Etst in Americs by Canfield and Meberman, the first major work to deal with

the “Rateigh calT™ and its implications for Oswald's limks to intelligence agencies.)

Whst do we know about those two telephone numbers? The House Assassinations

Committes gave one of its staffers, Surrell Brady, responsibility for investigating

A the “Raleigh call.® Though the cosmittee's final report did not weantion the call,
y / Ia\ Brady wrote a 28-page internal memorsndum outlining the vesults of their

14O investigation of the incident,
\\/ in an ingsert after page 1§ of the document, it is incorrectly reportad that the
two numbers listed on the telephone slip "were unpublished in 1963,  Thiz

information was reported as having been supplied by Carolyn Rabon of Southern Bell
Telaphone Lo. in 1978. However, a simple check of the ODecember, 1962 Sauthern el
telephone directory for Raleigh, North Carolina {which would have been curreni at the
time of the assassination) aad the December 1963 directory (which would coniain any
new {nformation and reflect sny changes of Jistény status) shows that both rumbers
were published,

Thus, both of these numbers would have been available to anyone calling

“tnformation” in Raleigh, asking for & John Hurt. This s the way the Yistings
appear in those directories:

DECEMBER, 1962

Hurt John D 415 Mew Sern Av TE4-7430
Wrt % 018 Hoke FOPEst Rbeswewemicnoammmnncand 833-1253
« 1863
Hurt John 0 207 Hilisboro - 834-7430
rt John ¥ 014 Wake Forest Rd #33-1252

! 5
;
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. ! Why Southern Bell would have provided incorrect informetion, or how they could have
R 3 made such a gross mistake, fs uncertain.
4 % WHO IS JOHN HURT? Obviously, the identity of any person whom lee Harvey Oswald might
b have affempied to contact effer having beem arrested for the murder of the President
S would be of immense interest. Other than idemtifying the second telephone number as
belonging to one “John ¥, Hurt of {01d Wake) Forest Road in Raieigh, North Carolina,®
6 b the 8rady report does nat supply any informating about that number. Subsequent
_ attempts to trace John W. Hurt have proven fruitless.
7 The first number, however, presents 1ess of a mystery. 1 dialed the nunber and
spoke at some Yength with 2 men who identified himself as John David Hurt, The most
8 [ tantalizing aspect of this Wr. Hurt i3 that he was & U.5. Army Counterinteligence
officer during World War 11. Mr. Hurt acknowledged this wartime service, but denied
Q ; ever having been anything other than on insurance investigator and an employee of the
State of North Carolina since the war,
10 Hurt denied that he made or received 3 call to or from the Dallas jail or Lee
¢ Harvey Oswsld. When asked if he knew of any reason why Lee Harvey Déwald would wish
i1 b to call him, he sald, °1 do not. | never heard of the man before President Kennedy's
death.” Mr. Hurt professed to having been a Pgrest Kermedyphile,” and safd he "would
12 have been more inclimed to kill Oswald than anything else.” Asked if he had any
¥ explanation 3s to why his name and telephone number should turn up this way, he
13 A satd, “None whatever.”
: 1 also asked him if he had any knowledge of the second phone number on the stip,
14 4 and he said he had never had that nusber in his use, "My number has been the same
¥ for, oh, 1'd say forty ysars.” ’
[N} k.

INCOMING OR OUYGOINGY So did Gswald attempt to call out? If 50, why was ais call
thwarted by men in authority? And why should Dswald want to call a menm in Raleigh,
Horth Carolina, who seems never to have heard of him before? And if Oswald's didn't
cell out, how do we explain Mrs. Treon's statement, one she gave reluctantly and with
no sttempt to gain publiciyy?

To begin with, let’s explore the possibility that Oswald did not make the call,
Anthony Summers, in whose 1981 book Conspirscy the Raleigh call has surfaced most
recently, told me privetely that some rescarchers believe the call in guestion to
have been incoming to the jail, not an attempl by Oswald to call ocut. One of the
most distinguished of today's assassination resesrchers, Paul Hoch, explatned to me
an slternative theary of his concerning the events of Novembsr 23,

Hoch believes that Hurt, or someone using his name and telephone number, called
the Dallas jail prior to™TUTI3 p.m. on that date, requesting to Speak to Oswald. He
theorizes that whoever took the call, possibly Mrs. Swinney, scribbled down some
information, decided 4t was a crank call, and threw away the slip. Later, when
Oswald made the call that #rs. Treon overhoard, Hoch says it was to the New York
attorney John Abt, whom Oswald wanted to represent him. We know from testimony frow
3 Secret"Service inspector ramed Kelley that Oswald expressed intersst in getting
help in reaching Abt by phone.

Hoch's theory fs based on the assumption that when Hrs. Treon went exploring for
the slip of paper that Mrs. Swinney discarded after the 10:45 call, she came up with
the earlier, incorrect s1ip thet related to the “crank call.® When | ssked Hoch how
hie explained the fact that there were two telephone numbers on the s¥ip if indemd it
were ap incoming call, Koch said he could not explain it, Helther, by the way, could
Bernard Fensterwald when 1 posed the same question to him after he told me he alse
believes Mrs. Treon to have been mistaken. Mrs. Swinmey has, to date, refused to
confirm, deny or comuent on Mrs, Treon's statement,
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5 But st least st presest, Hoch's view does not seem Yo be shared by other
researchers. Sometime after my first conversation with author Anthony Summers sbout
E the Raleigh call, he contacted me by telephone to amend his earlier, more skeptical
¢ comments.
q He related an incident that followed a mationaliy-televised appearance the week
: before which featured him and House Assassinations Commitiee Chief Counsel G, Kobert
s Blakey, After the program, during a longer, private conversation covering many
- aspects of the case, Summers confided to Blskey some doubt he had about the
¢ authenticity of the call, especiaily concerning whether if was an incoming call to
y Osw2ld, or outgoing from him, as alleged by Hrs. Treon.
7 Blakay confessed to being troubled by the c2il as well but, te Sumwers'
surprise, for the exact opposite reason. As 2 subseguent interview with Blakey
q confimed: “The call apparently is real and 1t goes out; it does not come in. That's
$ the sum and substance of it." Blskey contieued: "It was an outgoing call, and
0 therefore 1 consider it very troublesome materfal. The direction in which it went
was deeply disturding.” (It should be noted that another reason for Supmers' surprise \'
ot confirmation of the importance of the Raleigh call was that it ceme from Blakey, »
10 an open critic of Summers' comclusions that JFK's killers came from eloments of
. American {ntelligence, anti-fastro Cubans and orgenized crime.}

Chicage researcher Sherman Skainick, who heads up a group called the Citizens®
N Comnittee o Clean Up the Courls, also does not ogree with Hoch and Fensterwald and
12 believes that the call was outgoing. Skelnick has s theory thet Hury "was Oswald's
. ticket to verify that he {Oswald) was a lower-level intelligerce operative." !
13 One fact uncovered by Skolaick in sworn statements in his lawsuit that were not %v
A\'

heard in open court i5 that the Secret Service took g sudden interest in sompohe
14 nemed Hurt on November 23, 1563, 1In & statement from former agent Kbrahsm Bolden,
. who wat duty officer for the Secret Service’s Chicago office that weekend, he tlaims
15 that the Dallas Secret Service office teiled him late on the 23rd and asked for a

rundown on sny phonetic speiling of “Hurt™ or “Heard.” Obviously, something happened
16 g in Dallas thet day to cause such a far-flung investigation al) the way to Chicago.
17 Whether this was because of Oswald's intecest in 2 party named "Hurt™ or because of a
7

crank call into the Dallas jail is still unknown.

THE FINGERFRINTS OF INTELLIGENCE. 5o what if Oswald really were attempting to make o
ca31l to John David Hurt in Raleigh, Herth Carolins from the Dallas jail. Where is
the significence?

Anthony Summers suggests that Dswald may have been, or may have been led to
believe he was, warking for some aspect of American intelligance. This {s not as
far-fetched as it might sound, since Senstor Richerd Schweiker's Intelligence
Committee brought to light evidence that made the senator state that Dswald had the
“fingerprints of intelligence® all over him. This, plus the fact that Hurt served n
#lditary Counterintelligence, caused Surell Brady to rofer to ¢he  matter as
"provocstive,”

Victor Werchetii, the former CIA official whose book Yhe LIA and the fult of
Intelligence was the first book in U.5. history to be subject Yo pre-pubiicatinm
censorship, claims that the Office of Naval Intelligemce {OK1} operated in Nag's
Head, B.L., & training bdase for intelligence candidates te be sent to the Soviet
Union. "STFS Marcettd, 4t was for "young men who were made ¢6 appear disenchanted,
poor, American youths who had become turned off and wanted to see what commupnism was
all about.”

Interviewed from his Northern Virginia home, Marchett! confiimed the ewistence
of the QNI base to me privately, saying the plan was to send young men to the Soviet
Union as defectors, but who in actuality were hoping to be picked up as agents by the
KGB. This process is known as “doubling,” as the young men would then {n effect be
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2 double agents for both American and Soviet intelligence,

Once placing an agent in

N the KB, American intelligence could then begin  funneling in disinformation.
> Accarding to Marchetti, this was the plan for Oswald. Whether it warked or not,

; Marchetti did not say.

4 ; Harchett! seems positive fa his own mind that, §n meking the Raleigh eall,
Oswald was following a set timtelligence practice. That practice consists of

5 contacting his case officer through what is kmown as a “cut-out," & “clean®
intermediary who can act as @ condull betwoen agent and officer without ever getting

6 fnvolved in the intelligence operation itself, Al} the “cut-out® kncws §s that IF

_ anyone ever ¢ails asking for a certatn officer's veal name,
7 to contact a predetermined person or agemey. The “cut-out®
never heard of the agent calling him,

or pseudenym, he's then
can legitimately say he
in this case thought to be Lee Harvey Oswald,
Who was Oswald's “cut-out,” {f the above scemario is correct? Was it either of
the John Hurts listed in Ralefgh in 19637 According to committee records, Mr, John
9 Davi uri seems to have had an unusval carper,but aside from his Counterintelligence
work In the second World Nar, there is nothing to cenfirm or deay his randidacy as
10 ; Oswald’s "cut-out.” Chief Counsel Blzkey told me: "I think thet ca1l occurred.  How
whether it eccurred to {down D.)} Hurt or not, 1'm aot sure...] was not able to come
i up with anything sinister about Hurt,

if we cannot keow whe, says Marcheiti, we can at least understand why. Whether

I guilly or not of the assassination, once imside the Dallas jai! Oswald was looking
for some way to assure his interrogators, which may well have included agents of the
13 CIA, according to Marchetti, that he was "okay.® 1f this were true, then one must
imagine that Oswald remembered the name Hvr% in Raleigh, or some other location
14 which got confused with Raleigh, and thet 231t

er he or sumesne acting for him
) obtained the two telephone numbers from “information.™ That the call was blocked

from going through gives amother disturbing, and #s yet unsolved, aspoct to the case,
The fmportance of the Raleigh call ultimately §s that both Marchetti, who iz

16 convinced of at lesst a partial involvement in fhe aszassination by intelligence
agents, and Blakey, who eschews that explanation as unnecessary, agree that it is an
17 important, disturbing aspect of the JFK case. Said Blakey, "1 consider it
unsnswered, and | comsider the direction in which §t went substantiated and
I8 disturbing, but ultimately inconclusive.” Hhen ssked if he would recommend that the

Justice Department look into the incident,

if and when §t re-opens the case, Blakey
said no. His ressen? "The botiom Vipe s,

it's an unanswerable mystery,”

*This article is combined from articies that ppedred in Rateigh Spectator
Magazine for July Y7 and July 24, 1980, E£ditor's note! This §s an unedited
veprinting of Proctor‘s original compitation. One later development on the
Raleigh call is worthy of sote. Henry Hurt {Reasonable Doubt, 1985, pp.
244, 245) reports a 1982 interview wifh the widow 6 JoRf {Bresumably John
Davig) Hurt, who died in 1981, The widew says that Joha Hurt “admitte
before WIE death that he had gotten extremely drunk And telephoned the
Dallas jat), leaving his name and rumber when the Jatlers refused to allow
him to spesk to Oswald, Contrary to Henry Hurt's conclusion that “the
account by John Hurt's wife makes as much sense as anything else,* 1 should
Suggest that this account makes }ittle or no "sense™ if you credit Mrs,
Treon's statement or the authenticity of her $lip of paper, containing the
numbers of two John Hurt's of Raleigh, What sense con be mede of a3 drumken

John Hurt teaving the phone number of ancther person of the same name
Tn RATeTgh?
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