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ROBERT EDWARD VEESTER

Robert Webster lived im Russia from August, 1958, j
until May, 19C2, vhen he weturned to the United States., BHe e
bhas boen interviewed by this Buresu sand the following is a L
sunnary of the information he furnished. : o

Wobster was born October 23, 1928, at Tiffin, Ohio, .
HBe perved in tho United SBtates Kavy from August, 1847, ontil
May, 1950, In November, 1957, he began employméemt with the
Rand Development Company, Cleveland, Ohio,

In 1959 Webster made three trips to Russia to
reprogent his employor at the American National Exhibition
in loscow, In March, 1959, he was in Moscow Lor one week,
ip Mny, 1959, and June, 1859, he was there for sevon weeks
and his third visit began 4n July, 1959, At this time he
¥as8 married and the fathor of two children. During his thizd
trip to Russia, he requested permission to remain there,

The thougkt of remaining in Russia came to Webster
during his second trip im 1939; bowever, at that time he made
»o offort to remain there, 8hortly after his arrival ina Hoscow
in July, 1959, he discussed this with Alexgnder Shigkin, am
English-speaking Russien official at the exhibit on, and
8hiskin errangod for an interview with one Popof. At this
peeting Wobster f£1lled out a questionnaire furnishing his
background and expressing his wish to remsin in Russia to
botter himself in tho plastics industry. Popof did mot
gccept this reason and Webstor then changed it to state that
ke wanted, to stay in Russia since all business in the )
Uaited Stgtes was controlled by the Government. 'S XEROX-

3R

t' webster wns fnterviewed on ‘four occasions by FEB 14 het
Toloos Popof and other porsons. The interviews were aimed at )

o ———doternining 1f Webster was cortain that he wantod to stay ia

coper . Rugsio and to dotormine his tochnical qualifications and
o ——exporiencn, Throe days before he was schcduled to loave
cplesct —_Russia, he recoivod pormission to remain thore. In Compan

Evons ¥

Gale with a male Intourist guide, he traveled to Leninﬁyh
/
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Bobort Edward Webster h
U N Vebster has stated that his decision %o remaim
in Russian was bnsed on several things. FPirst, he decired
to escape his family responsibilities in the United States.
Becondly, his wife had objected to the travel nocesgitated
by his job and, finally, he was seriously im debt,

.-

PO " In addition to the above reasons, when Webster P
.. ¢ was in Hoscow on his mecond trip, he had met ome Vera Plntonova.
e " who was soparated from her husband, Their f£riendsbip was - °

o7 esurroptitious, as Soviet pationals were not supposed to ninglo :
’ with foreipners, After Waobster had roceived permission to
remoin in Russia and bad been in Leningrad for two weeks, he
was permitted to telephono Platonova and she was permitted ¢o -
vieit him in Leningrad. Webster them traveled to Moscow where
G he officially romounced his Americen citizenship to Americam )
o oxticinll and then vont on » one-month vacation with Plltonovu.‘ .

.-
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Aftor this vacation Iobster and Pﬁ:tOnovu roturned
to Leningrad and he becamo employed at the Plastice Institute,
with Platonova as his interpreter., His job was to establish
a Fiberglas Departuent since there was none in the institute.
During this time ho and Platonova resided fn a coumon-law
: relationshiy which resultod im a daughter being born om 3
wter August 18, 19€0. He also attempted to design & Fiberglas . ; T
k rosin dopositor, but due .to the lack or partm nnd oqnipnent,

pmed b n

.« + the nachlno did not work.';.‘._* , R

; . (li_ - .. .

TR " About Docember of 1959 Webstor rocoived 2 letter from
- his fathay informing him that his mothor had suifered a mental
o biceakdown and that be was needed at home. This lettor disturbed

kgbstor and in May, 1960, he travoled to Moscow accompanied
. 157 Platoncova on official business. While in Moscow he contacted

i fme Amorican Enbassy to determine the mocessary procedure to

§ 13turn to the United Statos. When he returned to Leningrad,

) ; I3 began steps to obtaln the required Soviet documents ond im
Kigust, 1960, made his first application for a Soviot exit visa.
£out twp months lnter he was told the request had been denied
81d that Lo would:liave to wait one year before reapplying. One
year lator he again mado an epplication and the exit visa was
granted i1, Fobruary, 1962, On March 13, 19662, the American Embassy

[N V7 KA SO T Sl

" advised him that his Boviet oxit visa was npprovod and he was
' zivon instructions rogarding the obtaininz of an Amoricnn visa,
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- Rogarding his efforts to leave Russia, Webater '*
- stated that Yera Platonova made mo effort to persuade him

S to remain 4n the Boviet Union, but she assisted bim in

. . preparing forms and obtaining various documents which he .

needed, Vhon it bocame known that Webster wanted to leave - .

Dussia, two men from Moscow interviewed him for mbout gifteen .- i¢

- = minutes and asked him to reconsider his decision; He told =~ .
-7 these men he wanted to retura to his wife and c¢hildren wad s, . 0°
. to soe his sick mother. No pressure was

00 political matters wore discussed.

exerted on him and %I T -

Webster has stated that he wes pot aware of any
participation of Soviet intelligence personnel in his interviews

. or othorvise eithor before or after his defoction., He was mot . .
fs_.  aware if Vora Platonova was ever contacted by Boviet intelligence.
© -+ Purther, to the best of his knowledge Boviet intelligonce .. ., - £
exhibited no interest in him before his departure to the - ° o ' .
United States. No requests were made of him and mo agroenonts e
were made in return for his exit visa. The only question & i
concerning Amorican defcpse matters occurred when some enginoors

from Moscow askod him what Goverament work wes heandled in the

- Rand Company and Webster denied any knowledge of this, which
ho sald was true, . I a e A .
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! R - Webster earrived back in the United States on cup =
; ; ¥ay 20, 1962, as an alien sdmitted under the Russian quota. .
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