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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

VEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION +[’7Ll A s

. Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Ploase Refer December 24, 1975 /?
File No. :

- SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
: INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
(g INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL A3SENT
ROBERT M. BARRETT,
DECEMBER 17, 1975

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter-
viewed by Comuittee Staff member Paul Wallach, in Room
608, Carroll Arms, washington, D.C. The interview began
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward.

o

A At the outset, Mr. Wwallach advised that the

_ Committee was attempting -to determine whether or not
L= there was any basis for reopening of the case of the

assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) nefore and after the

assassination.

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,

D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.
C., for this irterview. Fe was told I arrived akout
: 5.45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
gf 12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI
C\d Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-

) ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1375,
for this interview.

‘Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspectorm of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. wallach asked for the contents of
erig discurssicd ami I aivised hinm that I had ashed !r.
; #iotis if he knew the reason why 1 was being intervieved by
. the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
‘ know the reason oI purpose other than it concerned my role -

in the assassination investigation.
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I told lir. Wallach that lMr. Hotis had further “in-
formed we that I should decline to answer any questions as
to scnsitive sources, sencitive teckniques, on-going investi-
gations, and any information received from a third agency.

Mr. Wallach asked if T had talked to Mr. Pgul Dalv,
and Le wes informed r. Daly was in and out of the office fre-
quently &#nd thet I had had very little conversation witin lLiinm.
FMr. Wallach asked new lorng I had talked with Hr. Fotis, anda I
told hi:i the abowve conmvercaeticn was very brief, that I was
originally informad the interview was to take place at 10:00
pl, thait this was svkceaucrtly charnged to 2:00 Dt and ti:aet I
had gpent the tims in Kr. Motis' office waiting and occasionally
discussiiig other unrelated matters. )

I also tcld Mr. Wallach the:t I had been intcrvieved
earlier ar Decenbhar 17, 1975, hy Assistant Director liarolcd
N. Basscti, and Deputly Assistent Director J. Allison ConnaCy.

Mr. Waliach asked what this interview was ebout, and I told
hise I was cuestioncd as to any knowledce I had cf Lee Harvey
Ozwald cexming to the TBI ¢7fice in Dallas prior to the esscs-
sinaticn and leceing a no.e for Sprcial Agent Jomes Houill,

I told Mr. Waliach whzt I had prcvioucly told Mr. Bassett,
that some four or {ive months after the assassination I wae
asked Ly scmecnc in the Dallas Office, whosa identity I can't
recall, {(bccause what this unrccalled person dcked me wos a
rumor and insignificant) if I had heard the rumor that Oswald
had como to the ballas Office where he asked Nan TFenncr, the
Recepiionist, to sce Hosty. I recall there being no ircntion
of any note left by Oswaldl, wor did llosty, or anyonec clce in
Dallas cver talk to me about the incident, the note or ther
contcnts of the notc. kr. Wallach asked if I had reported to
anyone in Dalles at thc time the albove incident and Mr.
wallach was advised I did not report a rumor and that I
trcated it as a rumor, in that I promptly forgot about it as
I was very busy at the time conducting investigations of other
matters having to do with the assassination.
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of
my right to counsel and I stated this had becen done. . Mr.
wallach then adviced me of my rigat to counsel and my ricght

.to refuse to answver any questions. I advised Mr. Wallach I

was awvare of my rights.

Mr. Wallsch advised me that recorced results of
this interviow would later be ava.lable to me, in Washincton,
D.C. I ashed i: I would ke furniched a copy endéd if a coz_
would be furnished the Bureau. I was informed thet the DBureeau
would not be furnislea a copy norx wousd anyone, other than my-
sclf, from the Buresu, have access to this report. I was also
told that I would pe advised by mail wien 1 could have access
to the report. lir. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished
a copy. le also said I could request the presence of a Sernator
during the interview, which rcquest I éid not malke.

sr. Wallach then ashed akbout my Bureau carscer and
ascignments pricr to Noverber 22, 1963. He wazs advised of ry
assicnuents in Phocniy frem 1952 to 1954, in Amerillo, Texas,
from 1954 tc 195G and in Dallas from 195G to 196€. Fx.
Wallach inguired co fo what kind of investigative work I was
doing as oI Koverber 21, 1963, and I told him that primearily
was assigned to investigations having to do with organized
crime, garmhling, and criminal intelligence, and coccasinnally
some involved civil rights caces, and some extortion cascs.
Mr. Wallach asked hcw long I haé been doing such work ani who
else in the Dallas Office was cither yvorking with me or ceirg
similar work. I told him I had becn working thecse type-cascs
since llovemter, 1957, znd that I was acsisted by SA Iven D.

(]

Lee from abcut 1960, or so, until the assassinction, at which

tire Lec and I were bot ascigned to the assassination investi-
gation, rimarily, for about a ycar.

Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket
informant” and after 1 gave him my definiticn, he asked if 1
had any in ballias. I defined a "hip pockct informant” as a
source of information whose identity was never made known nor
was there ever any record made that such a person was being
usced as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never cmploycd
"hip pocket informants" in Dallas or clsewhere. ‘
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Mr. Wallach askxec¢ if I knew of, or hud heard of
"Carlos" Trofficiute of Tampe, and Carlos Marcello of lew
Orlconz, Louisiana. I suid that in invectigations of or-
ganized crime natters, I had become ucqualntea with thecsc
names, but 1 believed the correct name was Santos Trafficante,
to which Mr. Wallach agreced. Mr. VWallach asked if I knew of
2 man nawmeod MoWillie (Phornetic) and I said I could not recall
ever havine neecrd of this name. .

IMr. Wallacn asred if I knew of Jack Ruby. I said
I hed krewn nievy as the owner or operator of two Dsilas night
clubbs, that vere Jreguentcd by pimps, prostitutes and persons
involvad in crininal activities. I was asked if I had ever
talked to Ruby and I said I had on maylke two occasions prior
to hoveiker 21, 19463, but I could not recall the contents of
these coavercations, other than it most likely had to o with
persons wvho f{rcyucntesd Pulw's nicht cluks.

Mr. Wallach eckod if-I was aware of a conncciien
of Ruby with Trafficantc, with Marcello, and with Mcllillie
(Phonetic). I said I was not aware of any coniieciion by Raby
with arny of thoze perscns aené repeated that I diéd not recall
the nume MeWillic. )

Mr. Wallach acked if I was acquainted with the term
“PCI" - "poteritiel crimirzl informent", if I knew Jack nNuby
was a IPCT of the Dellas Office, and if I knew the identity of
the FIRI Fgent in Dallas, a "red heoaded fellow" who had had
Ruby assigned to him, and which Acent was later disciplined
or Lra“a,e“red I had just begun to answver lir. Wallach,
vhen U, S. Scnetor Richard D. Schweigiier, of Pennsylvania,
entered the rcom at 2:33 Il and thereaiter took part jointly
in the interrogation of w2 with lr. Wallach, after introducing
himself. Ilir. Wallach br;cfly revicwed with Scnator Schvieicler
what had previously trancnpired in the interview. ESenator
Schweicker askced if I knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
aware of Ruby's conncctions with organized crime.

b e 91 spven” ‘TN S ) L w0y i . -
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- I stated that my investigation of orcanized crime
: and criminal intelligence matters in Dalles were primarily
‘concerned with the activities of Joseph Francis Civello
and hic associctcs and the activities of a roving band of
criminals, not connccted with Civello, who used Dallas as
a basc for t:cir gocivities. I shkted that im these investi-
gatione ncithcr I nor 82 Lee had becoine aware of any in- .
volve:..ent by \uby in eorgaaniced criTe maticrs or any asso-
- cizticn with the persons who were the subjects of our investi-
( gations )
\

At this point, 2:37 Pii, Scnztor Schweicker asked
Mr. VWallach if I hacd bean sworn, anrd when told that T hzad
nct, Eznator ‘cb”cicker placed nc under oath, making reference

T~ to all the ansvers I had given pricr to Lkeing sworn, as well
ay Lthiooe I ﬁ:nli give cfter koing cuern.
a— ' I pointed out that if Ruly had been involved in

organized crire natters, such as asscociation with Trafficante
or Mircallo, ana thils hed beccre inewn to the IBI, I was surc
I, as an loent assigned Lo organined crime invecstigations in
Dallas where liuby resided, would have becn so adviscd and
that this was not the case.

Neaol

In answer to the questions about Ruby being a
PCI, I stated I had heard somcthing afier MNoveasber 24, 1963,
that an Zgent in Dallzs hid at one tinie opciicd a PCI case on
Ruby, but I did not lmow any details such as when this oc-
currcd, the ncome of Lhe hAgent, and I weas not aware that this
Mocnt, whocver he was, had been disciplined kccause of any
dealirgs with nRuby or for having Ruby as a PCI.

‘

Senator Schweiclier then acked if when a-person is
designatecd a PC1, the hAcvent malies such o recommendation to
his supcrior -2nd that Ruby had becn made a PC1 becausc of
his conncctions with organized crime. I explained that a
person can bc designated a PCI by the Agenl because of his
associaticn with the criminal element, his resicdence, his
. employment, or for any of a nurber of reasons, and that this
person may never furnish any pertinent or uscful. information
or be of any valuc.. Senator Echweicker then acked if PCIs
were not paid and I said they were only paid when they
furnished pertinent or good usceful information only on a
C.0.D. basis. I was asked if Ruby had ever been paid and

1 said I had no knowludyge of any such paywment.
: 5
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I was asked if 1 had any opportunity to see
OswaXd in thd police departrment -t that time or any other
subscquent time and T stated to the best of my knowledcge
Osvald had leen talien to the office of Captain "Will"
Fritz, that I nover did go to Captain Pritz's office at.
any time on lNovember 22, 23, or 24, 1963, ané that I had
neve: personally obscrved Oswald subseguent to his arrest
in the theatecr in Ozk Cliff. ‘

it this peint in the interrogatieon, Mr. ¥Wallach -
acked e if I knew that disciplinury action by the Dureau had
becen taken acainst (1 (Jares) liosty, I advised them that T
was avare of this through ny associatien with Hosty in Dallas.
I was then asked if I knew that some Assistant Dircctors of
the FiI Lad been disciplineé Lecause of their handling of
certain lmctters in the assassination investigation. I statead
I was not cwore of this and Lad no knowlcdge cf any such
disciplinery action.

Kr. Wailach then asked we if I had attended a
*"going away" party hcld, not in the Dallas Cffice, for Yosiy
by his fricnds in Dallas. I stated I did not rccall any
such party cnd further felt that if there had been such a pazty
I wvould have kren invited and veould have attenced because
Hosty and T wvore in the sarme car pocl, we attendcd the sane
church, we belonged to the same clubs, and I had coached
his son on the school footlall team, and further, that many
of liosty's friends were also my friends.

I was asked if I recalled a conference being hcld
by SAC J. Gorden Shanklin on the carly morning of Novembor
23, 1SC3, in which Agents of the Dalles Ofifice were given
instructions on investigation to be conducted that day. I
stated that I recallced reporting to vork cn Saturday, lovcitbox
23, at albout G:00 Al after having worked to about 3:00 Al

‘that same morning from the Friday bcefore, and I did not recall

any such confcrence held by kr. Shanklin,

I was asked if thcere had not been a conference on
the morning of November 24, 1263, in which Mr. Shanklin in-
structcd the Dallas roents not to go ncar the arca at the
city jail where Oswald was being recmoved that day and 1

12
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stated I did rccall thesc instructions, and further, I nod
becn inustructed, along with € :an D. Lee, to go to KRLD-
. TV Station to obtain any pertincent ph ¢graphs that that

staticn niicht have and further, that while there I haé ob-
,servcd, on closad circuit televicsicn, the Oswald sheoiing
in the basezent ¢f tle police departisnt. I waé ashed 1f I
had any Knowledage of a telaphone call rcceived by the I'DI
dur g the pigin. of Uoverber 23-27, 1963, contsining 2 .
threat against Cswald. 1 said that to the best of iy knot-
ledgs:, I-dic recall sonething to the effect that S2 ililten
Bewsen had been on duty during the ea-ly morning hours of

‘ Nover.ber 24 at the Dallas FBI Office and hLad recz2ived such

Ll + a call. I coulid rot recall at this tirmes who was the source

.

of thic inforrotion nor @id I recall any details as to the
conternts of the call.

Mr. Wallach then acsked if there haed not been scme
Aogante ©f the Dallias CLfZ5c= hWol zeen &isgus-

e ' OGCash 1ns whes Le
sing the assessinction and discussing vwhether or not i wvos
their opinions that it wis. the act of one man acting alcere

—_— or was a concpiracy. I cstatzd I wos sure that there had bkeen

such dizcusrions on an informal bhacis but that I could not

recall eny dctaile or anything as to when such diccussicns
were held or who was present and, further, that I was sure
that cveryone coinected with the investigaiion would have
made soin2 personal conclucions.

: ’ At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it was not
true that HMMr. Shanklin or some other Bureau officizl hed
given explicit dircectiens that the investication wvas to
establish that Oswald acted alonce in conneciion with the
assassination. EBefore I could ancwer thic aquestion, Mr.
Wallach stated that such informetion had been received from
other Il Acgents. I stated that this was not so, that I did

] not belicve any other racnts had made such statements, and

i' further, that we had, to the contrary, been given instructionc
to conduct our investication in an effort to cstablish all

“the focts to identify all persons involved.

At this point, wvhich was akbovt 4:23 PM, Scnator
Schweicler left the room and did not takce any further part
in the intorrogation. .
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