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UNITED STATES GOVERL  =NT “¥ 

Memorandum 
ty vo ue io 

s a Seagp a \ tine 
ToS } W. C. SULLIVAN at ot rouLT | paren Tea Goldy oe Y 

s _ ie ~ ~ J - Belmont sory 

et 4 “ss 7 ( 1} - Mohr ena ee 

FROM 2 WA. BRANIGAN 1 - Delorch ‘ Pele Kaen 

co X lL - Evans Genny of, 
_ 1 - Rosen 

SUBJECT; ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT 1 - Sullivan 1 - DE Moore 
1 + Branigan 

lL 1 - Turner - Wannall 

A memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Tolson 1]-22-62-gdvised 

thet the files were beiny reviewed concerning Lee Harvey Oswald, ‘a 

a suspect in captioned matter. — J 

Oswald first came to our attention on 10-31-59 when a 

\ news clipping indicated that h@had held 7 press’ Conference in lias 

room at the Metropole Hotel, Moscow sin which he advised he had~ ~ 

applied to renounce his American eLtizenship_and pecume a Soviet, 

cifizenv He was described as a 20-vear-old former U.S. Marine and 

received considerable publicity. We checked with the Office of Nava 

fingerprints which showed no criminal arrests and placed a stop 

against the prints so that any subsequent arrest in the U.S. would b 

brought to our attention. i 

~ ‘| 
“ . fi: 2 _ 

XN | State Depargment_advi sed [J-22-59 that Oswald had appiied_ 

i , at the American Embossy_ 10-31-92 advising he wished to renounce | 

WIN GA] hisTAmericam citizenship and gave as the "principal reason for Ris 

5 decision; "lama Marxist." He stated that_he had been a radar 
’ 

=, operator in the Maring Corps and had told. Soviet officials that if 
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es he was granted Soviet citizenship, he would make known infomation, 

~ = concerning the Marine Corps_whi.ch was-an-his possession, He again, 

42 yot publicity on 1]-15-52 when the United Press reported that he 

<- f had said. that. Soviet authorities..wauld_no
t yrant him citizenship 

‘al though. he could live. in Russia_as.acresident, alicn. U 
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ON] advised 11-15-60 that Oswald h ad been given am 

undesirable discharge from the Marine Corps kes erye on. 8-17-00 .- U 
~~ er oe 
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. pt ee ON 5-17-62_State_Department advised ‘that it had been 
wed 

Dec detérmined that Oswald _was.stitl-an American citizen, was marr ied 1 
= 4 that Y 

a Soviet citizen and that both had @Sit_permits to. icave, Russia, ub 

- State Department had yiven approval, for their traye L.with. thers 

Tntant child to -the.U-s. Un 5-45.02 the “Bureauiostructes. Dallas. 

to intervie... “Oswald in detail apon.his-arrivalL He returned. ta 
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MemB for Mr. Sullivan ; SEGRET . “ 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT - hed] agi 

’ 

6-26-62 He "was very curt and short in answering many questions, 
‘and “BALE the Anpression GL hel nic “cold and arrogant. He advised that he 
was not williny to take a_polyyraph test. He declined 3 to answer 

the question as to why he had made_the_trip.. to Russia al and stuted 

J he did not care to relive the past, then added I that We went tw Russia 

to see the country. He said that he had been given a job as a sheet 

metal worker in a television factory and denied that he hed gone to 
Russia because of admiration of the Russian system. He stated that he 

had read books by Karl Marx because of interest in his economic 

ieee hee but denied that he had ever _been_a, member_of_the Communist 

Party. He alSo denied that he had renounced his U.S. . citizenship 
and stated that-he did not seek Soviet citizenship. He advised that 

the “oviets never attempted to obtain information fromm him concerning 

the Marine Corps; tnat he_ ans not_recruited at_any time by Soviet 

intelligence and made no | cals. Ss with the Soviets. “to oO ubtain permission 

To rettrn te the UTS> Ne Si that he had not viven the Soviets any 

Tilormution which could be used ayainst the U.S. He also denied wh: 

he had_offered to reveal any _infermation_to the Sovits obteined 7 

as a result of “berhe a a radar operator in “the Marines a Paeal Woe 
—_— 

Oswald _yas_reinterviewd. on_8-16-62 and advised that he hag 

made contact Ct with the. Sova EF mbessy in Washington, D. C., to advise 
~e i J—. S 

the Finbassy of his wife's current address which was required by 

Soviet law. He said she would repurt subsequent re of address 

to the Embassy. He stated that he had never enjoyed his service in 

the U.S. Marines but had not enjoyed his trip to the Soviet Union any 

‘more than his Marine service. He again denied requesting revocation 

of his_U.S. ¢ eft iwansdhigs and stated that he had never affirmed 

allegiance tc to the Soviet Union. He denied that he had made any deals 

with Soviet intelligence orvanizations and that he had been assured 

by the U.S. Finbassy that Unbassy officials were aware of no evidence 

which would warrant prosecution of him should he return to the U.S. 

He advised that he might have to return to the Soviet_Unien_in_aheour 

5 years, to | LaRe This wife to see her. relatives He ‘lnelined $0. 

Afswer_quyslinns.as to why, Te vent, LO. (he Suviet Union and spated 

that he  considerud it "nobab fs. business." At the end of the intervies 

He-ayreed tou contact the Ful iff any person ever contacted himin the 

U.S. under suspicious circumstances.U .- a 
i 

"New Orleans, Louisiana An article in "The Times Picayune 

8-13-63 oe That Oswald had been sentenced to pay oae ~fige ol Lb 

"or “Serve 10 days. “On a chars. of disturbing. the ese g ae 2 result. of 

distr ‘bution: of a pamphter for "Parr Play. for. Cubu .. New Orleans 

by Letter 8-21-63 was Tnstructed to ascertain the Fa cts, concerning | U 
yY fete J to ascertain the os 
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Oswald's distribution of the Danph let and determing if le was  U 

Ghgayed an Subversive activities. Se 
CNA ECM NN SEE An 

dnvestivation_in New Orleans disclosed that_Oswa Id had 

been arrested as_ reported 1 in_the newspaper Cit 1s noted _thaf its. 

is the only arrest disclosedjn the Identification Division, records). 

eC Tgimed to be a member _of the "Pair Play for Cuba Committe " CEPer 

and became Tnvolved “ina an argument with 3 Cuban emigrants. thite 

passTpg oul TCI VCUT ars. 7 He ebtered a plea of yuilty and ebed (ed to 

pay the Tine of S10. The Je ther persens dries ced with Oswald 

were dischuryed. The arrest “took place on 8-9-63.. TO U 
————— 

re ee 

_— . Oswald was interviewed on 8-10- 63 by agent S)of the New 

Orleans office and advised “That he was y UNCP Sluoyed and tad “come Wo 

Keg ord@ans about_ 4A months previously. there he began to read 

fiterature distributed by the !PCC which he considered was not a 

~-— communist or comnunist-controlled group. He had sent a letter to 

the headquarters 0 of this Committee at. 799 Broadway, New Vu) rk City 

yith S5_advisi ny that he wished to join “the Committee. During (he 

LaLter pat. of Muy, 1963, he rece cived through the maif a card amade 

out in his name ands Sined, byt TT Lees which slowed ‘that he- wis a 

tember OR the aati onal. “organization, A “Short tine. “Tater he reeel ved 
peers 

a white card which made, him a member of the New! “Orleans. “Chapters 

This catd was dated 6-6-63 und was siengd A. J. Hidell. He hadinet 

“4 ~}tsean Hidell but talked to jum. On, “the phone “and ee atrended. Jee CLS 

io Of. aie Semin L beg Dut did not. knuw ave f “the other persons 

who -attendes eg because they ¥ were Known only by _th their first names. ys 

yO = investi gat also disclosed that on 8.2]-63 Oswald 

: - appeared | on _a_radio proyraim ¢ called "Conse rsitlon- Corte BLanchy" 

radio s station_| Dost in New Orleans with Edaard Scannell | Butle 

staff direc tor “of the Information_ Counsil of the” TAWeri cas, aT ak 

organization ) spectalizes 2 in ) distribution of “Abticommunist ¢ ediicational 

Material to fatin Americ an “Countries. Dui ny. the _proyram,: Oswald 

4 Stated thatthe —EPCCYS not comnunist- controlled and that he, rv) 

Swald, is a Marxist. 8 3 = 
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Mego for Mr. Sullivan | - | 
RE ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT SECPEI | “, 
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On 11-1-63 Mrs. Michael R. Paine, 2515 West Fifth Street, 
Irving, Texas, advised t tae eal was then cup loyed. by the Texas 
Schoul Book Depository, | 411 Elm Street, Dallas, Tex eo “as_a_luborer, 
was Toul Ag at an -unknowi address in Dallas and when he obtained 
enough money he would move his family to an apartment in Dallas. VU) 
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Other than the connection with _the ERCC investivatiron, 
developed _no ) subversive data regarding. subject except_ that during 
September, 1962. a confidential informant udvised that Oswald, was i 
subscriber arimite Worker, an east coast communist newspaper. Another 
Informant advised that in _June,1963, Oswald wrote a letter to “The 
Worker, 23 West 26th Strect,. New. York City, claiming: ta_be a, 
Pong— tine Subscriber and advising that le. was forming an_FPCO in 
New Orleans. He requested some of, "The Worker's". Literature and 
forwarded honorary membership. cards for, "those fighers for peace, 
Mrs Gus > Halland Mr. Bb. Davis," alt, is yeneral secretary of ‘the 
Communist Party, USA, and Davis is_ ithe national secretary. 

. ea woe ee -- om woo ? - a # _- . oe 

The investigation disclosed no threats by Oswald against 

the President but did indicate that he drank to excess while residing 

in Ft. Worth, Texas, after his return “from Russ sta and beat his wife. U) 
v a) Ve 
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