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Washington, March 16, 1964 =i 7 WR OTTTL? 

a “oe LAL ‘ 

: 8 . a A LT. 

BACKGROUND D FOR A: ASS. ASSINA'T LON I : 

Four months have now passed into the swift strear: of history sinee the as- 

Sassination of President John F. Kennedy. ‘The peopie of the Leitea siutes 

are emerging, still somewhat dazed, froma Ceup sone. eft 0 atal loys. Too 

feeling was as real and decp in most of those who co unosed ty) Pres cenths po 

= litical views as in those who shared them. Because it is ihe. care of Amerie. 

politics, good and reasonable men are expected te dufer with one aoe her anu 

from this very divergence, our strength is drawn anc our sy -vem fourtshes. 

So it was that, while political assassinations seer: tue occeurisn g mater oF 

course in many parts of the world, Americans were stunmed, tof only by tie 

preat human tragedy but by the ultimate affront to the Cunsti. tian of the Unit. 

States and the orderly processes oO] government we have Con. fo capect. 

The facts, thoroughly aired in newspapers aroun the world, “teste the e. 

of Lee Harvey Oswald, toa moral certainty. However, if th eowere 2c | 

that Oswald might reveal his motive, it dicd with Lin: mene, Us GU COMSCGuH a: 

Americans are asking questions and propounding tieeries abe vin. ecrand ul. 

man, 

When first notified that President Keaneds wos dene bisection. ya Tas 

immediately considered the possibility chat his assess uti : rere 

‘part of a plan of attack against our country and its lecslors. Woosh t chot re 

of Mr. Kennedy's death be withheld a few minutes sure could oetotay foowe fe 

a more secure location with immediate access to transyortat o.com nace: 

tions. He thus first thought of political assassination Inve te ciltterai cane 

In the light of historic Sovict use of ASSASS. wnath the’ Presata to'S os. leat 

both logical and wise. 

% ane} Nature of Political Assassination. 

Are ricans are aware that murders occur, as acts OF indivigsa massisna ocr 

premeditation, as acts of mob violence, as the caleultied sete fo erin sve 
cates. At the same time, because for many certucies they have hac on vee 

ty Pore 



part in Anglo-American political traditions, political assassinations seem far more unreal to most Americans. They have, however, always played an integral part in revolutionary states and movements. The agencies wlhiiad. plot and execute these crimes are frequently efficient enough to deceive and squt maneuver the hostile police. For example, the comp‘ete stories Of the 
Ped 

iNarajevo assassination and the murder of Jean Jaures -- political crimes 
Which brought about World War I -- have never been fully elucidated. None 
the less, total efficiency is impossible. By force of ciccumstances and by 
the nature of the act, the political crime is bound to leave tracks. 

Lenin did not believe in murder as a chief revolutionary metnod, but he axreed 
that "killing is no murder." He insisted that Communists must be able and will - 
ing to use all weapons, including murder, depending on necessity. In Toni PAs 
with the twenty-one conditions for entrance into the Communist International, 
written by Lenin, secret apparatuses were formed. lor exampic, intee Ger- 
man party which was the most important one outside Russia, the M (military), 
the N (intelligence), the Z (infiltration) and the ‘T (tersor) proups were orgonine 
A German Communist, Hugo Eberlein, a protege of Lenin and tre kusbanc of 4 
girl whom Lenin considered to be almost his Stepdaughter, was in charge of 
an early T-group. 

There are some well authenticated and corroborated accounts of the eamy be- 
ginnings of the Communist T-groups in Germany. Tne function of these BrOaps 
.was to punish traitors and to murder anti-Communist politica: and milnary 
leaders as ordered by the party. 

The T-groups were not overly successful but some of ther charzineristics be- 
came manifest: a command line which was independent from the party and often 
opposed to it: conflicts between the Russian secret service people and the Geer- 
man political leaders; frequent objections by potitical leaders to eesassination- 
but also a certain willingness to use the I-groups to solve intra -party Gitte 
and there were others. For example, one Russian party leader, Zinovi. v, o: 
ed the assassination of General Hans von Seeckt, comminder of Jo Rolltswe: 
while another leader, Karl Radek, countermandcd the order; the conflict wes 
based on a cleavage in policy, “world revolution versus the bilUulee Of = Sez dec. 
in the Soviet Union." Seeckt was willing to have military cooperation with the 
Red army but he also was the officer most likely to suppress a plannee Comn.:- 
nist rebellion. His elimination thus would have served the left radicals WAL 
the party on the two counts that the military cooperation was preciuced and os: 
uprising facilitated. "Solving political problems by terror was already 2 fave: 
ite method among the men of the secret apparatus," wrete Ruth Fischer, ten 
a leader of the German Communist Party. 

4 Tre T-groups found it difficult to recruit reliable and suitabte pe 5S UBT EF 
thus, by necessity included unstable individuals who often acted LPs POT ¥ Lo 
orders and who sometimes compromised the party and io Russia: Medviscre’ 
by acts such as seeking sanctuary at offices of Soviet missions. ; 
operations were usually planned with care. Locations cad ambush pos! Olstive 
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were carefully reconnoitered, attempts were made to obtain the rnost suitable: 
weapons, special weapons were designed, the operation was eh caressa Gs= 
capes were properly prepared, etc. 

~ ; ; oe ee , OS mene 

To throw off the police, there were diversionary plans.  Pervoriate 4 who were 
caught were, as a matter of routine, denounced by the party as dissidents, 
crackpots, or agents provocateurs; furthermore, false testimony was fed in- 
to the police system. In one instance, a terrorist was indicted for murder 
but clear-cut evidence exonerating him was withheld until after the trial had 
begun. Thus, the whole accusation of terrorism was ciseredited, and the 
real culprit was never caught. 

8 

The Communists also used their infiltration capabilities to great advantage, 
Thus, pictures of suspected terrorists were stolen from the‘files, and once, 
after the chief of a T-group was arrested, an unsuccessful attempt was mace 
to murder him. Bo 

It appears that there has not been much of a change in standare opersting pro- 
cedures except that efficiency and know-how have been improved. We know 
that the terror technique has not been abandoned. To give merely two examen: 
a Soviet agent by the name of Khokhlov was ordered to murder a Russian rem - 
gee politician in Germany. Instead he defected, told his story, and turned ave: 
to the West a whole arsenal of Soviet weapons especially desivned for assasci- 
nation purposes. In 1959, Stepan Bandera, Ukrainian leader, was murdereiJ 
by means of a gas pistol that simulated a heart attack. The marderes, Boda. 
Stashynsky, confessed and was convicted. The German Federal] Republic, o. 
April 23, 1963, lodged a formal protest in Moscow and stated that his and the 
1957 assassination of another Ukrainian politician "were committed upon in- 
eS uctions of official Soviet organs." In other words: there a are T-groups or 

agencies, It is a fact which should be clearly recognized in “the United 
Sta tes, It is significant that on his own admission during the trial in Karisruhe 
Germany in October 1962, Stashynsky let it be known that after the Burdera 
murder he was slated to be trained at an assussin's schol inthe USE cee 
assignment later on the North American contineuat. 

A political murder instigated by ae intelligence service will be planned to 
approximate the "perfect crime" Every suitable deception anc concc ile! 
technique will be used. If ' ‘imperceptible murder" is not feasible or desire - 
ble, one of the following methods is used: a) The assassin is given a cove? 
story or "legend."' b) The assassin, unless he can be reliably Midden, will be 
destroyed, preferably in such a way that his second murder cannot be teocee 
back to the organizations (for example, he will be slugged by ar infuriated 
cell mate), c) The assassin will be described as a "loner" and a “psychopath | 
whose deed was not politically motivated: perhaps he was secking pecsonal 
revenge, In many of these undertakings, including the fabrication of “Legenae 
and the manipulation of operatives, the murderer himself may be unaware 
that he is being maneuvered, , : 
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Despite the most perfect planning, things usually do not go as intende :d, an 

dividuals who may be suitable to carry out complicated and daring assassi- 
nations are not usually casy to deal with, and in most cases do diaptey psyeho- . 

pathological tendencies, Hence they will do things which they should not haves» 
done. This danger can be minimized only if extremely well-trained, falls dis 

cip! mad secret agents are employed to carry out cover operat tions. Dae 

2 
% 

The ypreatest danger is that the murderer will be caught and hig national ity 
discovered, Hence nationals of the country where the crime is to be per- 

petrated must be used and this creates additional difficulties, among them the 
possibility that the assassin's political beliefs may be disclosed. On the other 

hand, the use of natives who are unstable, offers dhe advanté ze that it permits 

the branding of the murderer as "insane," The recruitment of a would-be 
murderer from a hostile party usually does not work, hence a yood cover story 

to confuse the assassin's political loyalty is required. It usuaily is vasy ‘to 

assert that the man was expelled from the party. 

With this background, let us examine Oswald's stay in tie Soviet Union, 

The Passport 

Lee Harvey Oswald joined the Marine Corps late in October 1250, wher he pis: 

had turned 17, At some time prior to his entry into the service, he became ine 

terested in Communism. On or shortly cfter September 1, i95y, he ae ene 

inactive duty, claiming that his mother needed him, obiaineds an Arce cigar pass: 

port and a Russian visa, and departed from New Oricans, arriving ir “\icscow 

on October 13, 1959. 

He was released from the Marine Corps on September 1}, and jeinee his cother 

for the one night he spent with her in Fort Worth, He weovid then Lave been free 

to make his preparations to leave the country from Septemder 12 onwere, By 

September 19 he was able to write his mother from New Osleans that he 

"booked passage ona ship to Europe." Starting by ship, the trio woud nave 

taken something like fifteen days. Thus to have reached Mascon by Cao. 

Oswald must have left New Orleans no later than October 1, and may Gaye le 

as carly as September 26, Thus, we can assume that to prepare his trip, he 

had the time span of September 12 to 30 at his disposal, September 12 was a 

Saturday. [Osw ald had obtained his passport on September 10. / The Ras sian 

embassy at Washington, therefore, could not have received his passeort with 

visa application earlier than September ll. 

Osylild may have applied for his visa to enter the Soviet Galon eih sr nefor Or 

aftey receipt of his passport. In either case, the handliag must “ ve pean : hic 

usual to say the least! As a matter of routine procedure, every eye CON for 

a visa to enter the Soviet Union is processed through a centeoal tile is Moscow’ 

known familiarly by U.S. agencies as "the black box." In i8SG, us procedure 

equired at least 30 days and, in most cases, 60 to 80 days. In alriost every 

wR eles Re cnet Sent ete ale tena A ee en ean BU ee ee a a ee



case the application for visa is made after a passport has been issued. Hov. - 

ever, had Oswald waited until receiving his passport to apply for his visa, it 

would have been at best only 2 1/2 weeks for processing the application and 

returning the passport and visa to him, in other words, no more than [2"vorr- 

ing days for the Embassy. Even if Oswald had applied 10 days cartier, While 
still in the Marine Corps, the Embassy must have acied with enormous dis - 

patch, Oswald could have applied for a visa at an even earlier date, withour 

a passport and, perhaps, not have applied for his “hardship” release or for 
his passport till after he had learned that the visa had been granted. Had 

he applied for a visa that early, however, he would nave had to consider the 
possibility that the Marine Corps would not grant him a "hardship" discharge 

if they learned he was considering travel to,the USSR. 
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Regardless of the time element involved, the chances are that the applicator. 

for visa was channeled to the highest level because a few Soviet policy decisi ii. 

were involved. Not the least of these was a determination of whether Oswale 

was bona fide. 

We are therefore faced with the only two possibie conclusions (1) tha: Oswaie 

received his visa while still on active duty in the Mlarins Corns or (2) that bis 
application was processed and approved almost immediately cn reecipi. b, 

either case, something more than ordinary information nist Lave buen ava..- 

able to Soviet authorities to enable them to "clear hin. Tsis gives rise to 

the probability that Oswald must have had prior contacts with one or more S:- 

viet agents, who briefed him about the most expeditious manver cf carryins 

out the manifold formalities incident to taking up residence in tne Savict Gatun, 

It is not unlikely that such a contact might have been established while Osw 2! 
was serving in Japan. At his Moscow press conference iate in Octobwr, Tyou, 
Oswald stated: "For two years now [ have been waiting to do this ove thing: 
to dissolve my American citizenship and become a citizen of the Soviet Chior. 
This would date his mental defection back to 1957, Thus for ct least two year. 

in the Marine Corps he was a Communist. He told tie U.S. Embassy that be 
was planning to tell Soviet officials everything he tee ler cre om the alone. 

Corps. , 

Oswald in Russia 

On October 15, just two days after hig arrival, Oswalt petiiioaca the Supre: 

Soviet for Soviet citizenship. This is remarkable, not just bocause Uconlitn. 

a commitment of long standing, but because two days in an entirely new mii 

and in an unknown gigantic city is really less than a miniraem of time, To si: 

mit his petition, Oswald must have known to whom tt was tu be wdressed, S> 

one must have helped him in preparing the Russian text, aad there must have 

been a typewriter. Hence he was being chaperoncd by somebody, - 

At this point, there is a gap of two weeks. On October 50, Oswald appecres . | 
| | 



? -G-. 7 . 

ed with his mother on the telephone but hung up on her. n October’Sl, tre 

held a press conference at the Hotel Metropole, and explained his Cefeciic :, 

In Moscow, 20-year old boys do not arrange press conferences on theip own 

initiative. This conference must have been arranged for him and somechu ls we. 

in. addition to granting authorization, must have taken care of the bill. AY st, : 
yd, : ° * vou: 

ei the cases of other defectors, this press conference was given ng puraicity 

of the Soviet radio. : a a: Fe? - 

To understand this turn of events, we must ask ourseives: what benefit eo ula 

the Soviets draw from Oswald? A 20-year old Marine might have been s.grt- 

ficant as a source of intelligence, but a Marine who embraced Communism 

must have been a potential propaganda sensation. Accoraingly, when the A 

viets learned about him, the propagandists would have been ‘nbepested. Pre= 

sumably, they decided to build him up as a defector. This explains why Mime. 

Furtseva was handling his passport arrangements at the ministerias level, one 

also explains why he was rushed to apply for has eiimenship, 

ois 22 

After Oswald arrived in Moscow, we may be sure that he was unerrogeted 9) 

= the Commissariat on State Security (KGB) and the military tiicltigence. The 

initial interviews and his own work preferences may have specuily convinced 

the intelligence officers that this man's value did not iic in @ short-lived pro- 

paganda stunt but in entirely different fields. If, for example, he was to be 

used for intelligence purposes, then his renunciation of U.S, citicenstup v as 

stupid. 

As soon as Oswald's potential intelligence usefulness Yecame aqppervent, G1e 

of those disputes must have arisen, typical for the secret services of al: 

countries, between the propagandists and the secret operators. While this 

struggle was being resolved, Oswald was left hanying in (ie air. , 

It is possible that while the matter was being considered, Oswale lost kis 

nerve and attempted suicide, as was reported, or perhaps feigned « suicide 

attempt. This attempt supposedly took place at tie Hotel Metropete late in 

October. For a schizoid type like Oswald, this is not real) iviely., Th acs 

Moscow hardly cost more than $500. Living costs would have herein rus over 

$500, and were presumably far less, especially if, as is probable inderc, his 

hotel bill in Moscow was being paid for him. Thas, he had at leagt 225") tert 

and no emergency existed, It is likely that he Just was walting ane 

time sight-seeing. 

eye yt yi 
Spe hs 

The Soviet authorities, of course, knew that, Oswald had visitea the Erousasey 

gn October $0, This may have warned therm about the danger cf i vedere ciisn. 

The propaganda people who undoubtedly still were in control, sav a charee ta 

make their claim stick, and the press conference was hastily cans sred Two 

days later, on November 2, a Monday, Oswala turned his passp cover oo tes 

U.S, Embassy and wrote an affidavit affirming that hig “etleviass. cs 6 
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Soviet Union. Thus he did precisely the opposite of what he should have done 
if he were to be used for covert rather than overt purposes, 

This must have brought the inter-service dispute to a boil, ar d the tot Ciltwerce 
; people obviously won. Their first step was to suppress all publicity Aas ut Os - 

2 yy ald, his defection and the press conference. The second step probably 's as 
te inform him that citizenship would not be granted formally and have Oswatd, 

or somebody else, tip off the Embassy that he would not be mace a Sovict citi- 
zen. On November 14, Oswald disclosed that he had been refused Soviet 
citizenship (surely a speed record for processing a citizenship application) 
but asserted that he was a Marxist and "through" with the U.S, 

The third step was to get Oswald out of Moscow. Insofar as the Soviet intelli- 
gence service was concerned, the job now was to get every particle of informe - 
tion out of Oswald, not merely on electronics and call signs, but alco on Marine 
Corps procedures, officer personalities, on fellow Marines and their pessible 
utilization as agents, on exact plans of military instellotiens, ard man cther 
subjects, -- a job of interrogation which couid easily take mounts, Yopeciaily 
if Oswald had been alert and had used his years in the Marine Corps to prepare 
himself for this series of interrogations. 

It is inconceivable that such interrogations did not take place, ‘The argursent 
that the Soviet authorities recognized Oswald to be an unstable character nad 
therefore refused to grant him citizenship, does not hold water. In the first 
place, Oswald was far less unstable than many of the twpical left iutelltctuals 
who frequently pester the Soviets. Second, they have not in the pas: Sbaect od 
to, but on the contrary, have recruited schizoid p:rsonalities. Third, Oswald's 
character defects, if any, could hardly have become keown under the conditions 
of his early interviews and initial interrogations. Fourth, if the Soviets cid -.: 
like him, they could have, after prolonged interrogations, Simply gotten rid of 
him: he could have died of "pneumonia". Finally, they might have expzlled 
him, irrespective of whether he was interrogated or not. But to refuse him 
elizenship, and still allow him to stay and werk ia Ressia, and thes tee and > 
half years later permit him to depart with a Russian wife and wld, fs Erie) ee 
contrary to fundamental Soviet procedure, No case remotely similar exists 
before or after Oswald. 

L ife In 4 Minsk 

According to all available information, Oswald dropped out of sight sho: rtiy alts: 
his press conference. Allegedly, he went to Minsk where he was given a job in 

the sheet metal shop of a radio plant. His salcry supposedly was 39 rules 
($88.80) a month. This Just cannot be true. In the first place, ‘there is nodeub! 
that-Oswald would have been "debriefed" for quite a leng time, perhaps forthe 
months, It is entirely possible that for deception purposes, he was given a su- 
called job in industry. In fact, such a procedure would be logical sinee the U, 
Embassy might be interested in his whereabouts and activities. Pe did net kaw: 
anything about sheet metal working but he did have knowledge that may heave qe. 
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fied him as a Specialist. Even if he just qualified as unskilled labor, ‘itis in- 

conceivable that the Soviets would have paid him a salary which fs far below 

minirnum income and on which he clearly could not live. Despite this extreme 

' poverty, which would not have allowed him to eat, we learn that he posed for. 

portrait photography, made a trip to Kiev, travelled in the country side around 

Minsk, enjoyed a social life, and even enjoyed a great deal of recreation rd 

yet with that salary one would expect him to concentrace on “moonlighting, | 

‘The puzzle may be explained in a simple way: 80 rubles was just his pocket 

money. His room, board, laundry, etc. were being paid for -- in other words, 

he was living in some sort of a community. There are clues about the type of 

‘community this may have been. 5 

While in the Soviet Union, Oswald is reported to have joined a rifle club and 

practiced marksmanship. Now, there are no amateur “rifle clubs" in the sport: 

ing sense in the Soviet Union. It has now been established, however, that On- 

wald did belong to a hunter's sovkhoz, membership in which is normally res. 

served to those who are humters by profession, Whie pariieg 

he did not use a rifle out was permitted to use some other “yp 

yatios an this preup. 

eof wean 

In Juiy, 1960, Osvvald wrote tne Marine Corps esxing t2 be Ciseharged as ab 

servist so that he could accept Soviet citizenship. Tlis jact requires a itele 

re-interpretation. It makes the story less pat bui more realistic. 

The incident shows that in November 1959, the Soviets hed not reicected Oswai.'- 

application for citizenship forever. They probably told him that as soor as he 

proved himself, they would consider the case seriousty. Lf they wanted to pure 

him for his information and obtain full co-operation, this wouid be a loge a pea- 

cedure, 

wisba .- 
ty 

Assuming Oswald's debriefing was over by March or April, the chonces .re cp 

the intelligence people were debating what to do with him. They may hav? kept 

him in a safe house or they might have told him to prove his proletarion cons 

victions and go to work: this may have been the period wren ne was waching tn 

the sheet metal shop. . 

As this period of no-decision continued, Oswald probably fel: that he sheurs 

force events. The letter to the Marine Corps prebably wes iv impress tr. Se- 

viets authorities with his devotion to the Sovict Union. 

cause it reduced Oswald's potential usefulness as a Spy. Oswatd ray uot have 

rgalized this. If Oswald was to be developed as a siceper, (his step probably 

strengthened the group within Soviet intelligence who opposed the san, ff only 

bécause Oswald's temperament did not qualify him for assignments v, ith long 

periods of inaction. 

From the point of view of the intelligence service, the letier Wos GCocnistche tc- 
a 
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The Exit Visa 
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On January 2, 1962, Oswald wrote to his mother that he had "pretty food news: 
he and his wife would receive their visas about the midcje of Pebriary M62 an 

_ would arrive in the U,S, by March 1, "give or take a month or so." In this tet 
1 ter he instructed his mother to contact an international rescue committee in or 

4 der to obtain $800 for transportation, "Do not, of course, take any loan, only. 
_ gift. And don't send your own money." Oswald enclosed a letter from the U.S. 
Embassy which his mother was to use in her efforts. 

Several points stand out: (1) He did have a letter from the Embassy which me. 
that he must have contacted them about his return trip some tirne before he wr: 
his mother. (2) He had, in fact, written his mother as early as August 19, Liv 
Saying he expected an exit visa soon and had been to Moscow to fo to tne Emmis: 
(3) Later, he obtained only $435.71 from the Embassy, hence he must have he: 
another $400 or so to pay passage for his wife. (4) He was remar cably well! 
formed about rescue committees which information ie may hove chtcined f 
the Embassy but more likely from other quarters. The fact is tinat for years v. 
U.S, Embassy did not provide this type of information, for the simple reese: : 
many of those committees had been branded as espionage organizations by ths © 
viets. 

With respect to timing, it seems that the letter was written after thr ether can: 
ters. In the August 19th letter, he talked about mushroom Dicwing with ais wife 
at the not inconsiderable distance of 50 miles from Minsk: “overyved: cocs t 
in the fall." In the other letter, he announced the news that he was “ouing to: 
a papa." Presumably he could have made this announcement us early as Adal 
1961 but this letter was actually dated November i. 

In the November 1 letter, he referred to his mother's inient to came to the a 
viet Union, He did not recommend this step, adding 7 ir myo erse.” And this 
particular phrase may have indicated that the plan ww retarn tothe ULS, nai 
been firrned up. 

Subsequently on January 2, he announced that the ex: visas weld be eranted 
by the middle of February, and implied that he was to leave os Soon as he po 
the visas. 
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This raises a most’important question: why would the Soviet a: /h: 
to him a month and a half in advance that they will grant him cv: 

ie
s 

SS
SI
 

R
T
I
 

S
P
A
 
a
 

_J purpose? Ifa vise was promised some time in late Decemhe. o: euety Janu: 
l for mid-Tebruary, some sort of assignment was involved which OswWel@ wes v, 
q complete before leaving, [twas hardly a matter of sheet neiz) Sorning, bus 

precise pre-dating would make a lot of sense if it was anticipated that Oswert 
would be completing a course preparing him for his return to the Gauiged S* ae, . 

ty Interestingly enough, late in January 1962, i.e. afier he know tent het oud 
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his visa, he wrote to Senator Tower beseeching him to intercede so that the visa 
be granted. He told Senator Tower that he had been trying to get an exit visa 
since July 1960. There was no above board reason to write this letter “hich was 
followed by a letter of January 30, 1962, to the Secretary of the Navy asking for 
reconsideration of his undesirable discharge. These requests and tneir timing 
made ense only if Oswald knew he was about to return. Both letters fit the 
pattern n of conventional "legend" building for espionage assignments. /Indeed_ 
any other interpretation seems improbable: an American defector living in 
Minsk would not dare contact the U.S. Navy without prior Soviet clearance 
for fear he would be accused of attempted espionage against the Soviet Union. | 

In May, 1961, Oewala married Marina Nikolay eyna Prusakova. The most notable 
thing about Osw ald's marriage is the exit visa given Marina Oswaid and her 
child. Soviet authorities have, on occasion, allowed Soviet wives of for eigners 
to leave the country. In practically every case the husband was a person of 
mark (e, g. a diplomat, an Olympic athiete or a foreign correspondent) and 
also in practically every case it took a great deal of dcing to cbtain the vica, 
including in many instances intercessions, at well-timed opportunitics, by 
ambassadors or ministers of state, or even heads of state. Exit visas usually 
are given by Soviet authorities only when they feel the need to demonstraie their 
willingness to co-exit peacefully. 

Oswald's wife was young, she was a specialist (a pharmacist), and she hada 
Russian child. In most other instances, exit visas were granted eliner to older 

women who could not make an economic or demographic contribution to Russia's 
strength or to females who would be counted upon to uence their husbands in 
favor of the Soviet Union. Cases are known where highly placed Anicricens had 
to work for several years to get an exit visa for a mother- “inaliaw ir. her iate 
seventies, 

Now, Oswald has been presented as less than a nobody. Ever according to Russicr. 
standards he could not make a living. But worse: he was the scum cf the earth - 
a defector who had renounced U.S, citizenship but now wanted ta re-defect. ‘Truc, 

Soviet citizenship might have been refused. But if he were a genuine Coms:runisi, 

his job was to prove himself, to apply samokritika, to sacrifice himself ui the 
interest of the fatherland of the workers, and to re-apply for citice: ship. On the 
face of it, he was deserting the Communist cause. 

There is no reason for the Soviet authorities to help a Com. munist deserter, i 
they really had considered Oswald to be a "Trotsky-ite', as they ciaime?, they 
would have refused the exit visa to Marina. If they did not think he was a Trot- 
sky-ite, why then did they label him? Oswald also was described ay an ‘enemy 
of the people" and stories were picked up from the American pres: sugyesting 
that he was a U.S, agent, If the Soviets really had any Suspicions siong that 
line, or even slight indications of oppositional leanings, Oswaltd waild have 
gone to jail, Marina would not have been allowed to marry him, and ¢he cer- 
tainly would not have been given her exit visa. There was, of course, some 
delay, but not only did she get the visa, she received it with a minimum of red 
tape that is truly unique in Soviet history. 3 



The expeditious handling might have occurred if the Soviets just had made thi- 
sort of a decision: "Oh, well, Oswald is no good, let him go, good riddance, 
His wife should not have married him, but let her go, too." Soviet authorities 
do not decide in this manner, Any such decision based on hurianitari ban ground: 
would have taken several years, Since the exit visa was forth coming. rather 

‘4 promptly, the Soviet authorities must have wanted Marina to accompany Os - 
‘, wald. It was their decision that she go. a Bend Agta 

Whether Marina herself was indoctrinated and assigned a specific mission. is 
of course, conjectural, Her limited ability to speak English, might suggest 
that her training had Bot been completed or that the Soviets planned to use her 
in an "innocent status." At any rate, since the assassination, she has not been 
reluctant to give a public impression that she, for one, seems certain that Le 
Oswald was the killer of President Kennedy. 

We can assume that the FBI treated Oswald as a potential espionage agent on 
his return to the United States, The press has reported that ty November 22 
the Bureau had determined that he was not potentialiy dangerous as c spy or 
saboteur and, therefore, they were not keeping close tass on him. Yet, the 
report that Oswald was in a hunters!’ sovkhoz, though not a protessisnal hun- 
ter, indicates that he received some sort of special considera ion or train- 
ing. 

A 

The Soviets have made almost desperate efforts to shed therrselves cf Oswaln, 
The Communist Party, U.S.A. almost immediately issued a formal statement 
denying that Oswald had ever had any connection with the C.P., U.S.A. (and 
this is apparently quite true.) But the Communist Perty seemed stuck with Us- 
wald's self-identification with Marxism, They then r.ale great efforts to east 
serious doubts on Oswald's guilt but despite great Hberiies with both fact ani 
logic, particularly in the Communist-oriented National Guardian, these effocis 
were crushed beneath the weight of scientific evidence. The Soviets, mean- 
while variously charged that Oswald has really been en American spy, an eed 
of the State Department or the CIA. The Seviet Army publication, Pea Stas, 
even went so far as to charge the President's assceslactlon. t¢ Mur. ") bis. 
porated, '' Now the Communist and front group publicutions are hin ting Cark.v 
that Oswald was really an FBI informant. 

The President's assassination itself and Oswald's beckvround in Ruscic bear’ 
some of the earmarks of the traditional Soviet style political murder vet, wills 
there must still be a great deal of speculation ard conjecture, the evidence ack. 
not imply that Lee Oswald shot President Kennedy on Soviet orders nor Gores i: 
end in any way to disprove the likelihood that Oswald acted cor:pleteiy on his 

.’ own, Indeed, the evidence presented to date tends to confirm this likelthoca. 
's While it is quite possible that the Soviets intended to use Oswald some day as 

1} an-assassin or terrorist, there is no reason for assuniing that they ex sect ea 
, to profit from the assassination of President Kennedy at this par ticular morie’ 

in history. Still, his deed was a product of the Cold War. Lee Har vey Oswald 
would not have assassinated the President of the United Szates exeep. for the 
mental conditioning of revolutionary communism, 
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i While we may spk. ulate about many of the facts iS. Jc Oswald case, one fact 
; is clear: Oswald received uniquely special treatment from the Soviets i ee RE RA yY Sp alia- 

long the line, Oswald, in fact, never would have returicd to tre United States 
if the Soviet intelligence agencies did not plan to use him, in ene way AV aANOtha: 

1 against the country of his birth, ne a ee: 

. .> President Johnson has promised the American people that the facts surreund- 
ing the case will be fully disclosed to the public and, even if he isd not made 
the promise, the public interest would require that this be done. Lately, thers 
have been hints that some parts of the story might never be tol for reasons of 
national security. Naturally, this sort of statement Gives rise to grave questic: 

. . as to whether the facts thus far disclosed are, in fact, accurate and reliable 
Since there seemed to be at least to the public eye, no possible security im- 
plications in a crime apparently so lacking in reason, At the sanie tine, re- 
ports persist to the effect that the Warren Commission is sprit over the tinvir. 
of its report -- that is, whether it should be releneed ho-igpe OF Aflel Lac veils + 
tical conventions and national elections. _ 

tee 

We must bope that the Warren Conmmission has now cecil ised pulrtical consi... 
l _ tions with national security. There are undoubtedly thos: who would vibe to 

2 political capital out of the facts surrounding the assassinction. Most Americ: 
however, would, if necessary, be quite willing to wait until cftcr the electic: 
for a complete detailed report. Now they want only tho assurence thot bets 
questions will be answered and their doubts resolved. The public is cuiitice 
to this unqualified assurance, 
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