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ﬁ@ata on O >Wald Apparently Wzthh‘ 1,

| From Ke}

"By BEN A. FRANKL N- {
Special to The New York Tiz es : i
WASHINGTON; Feb. 22—=J{
Edgar Hoover sent.a me noran-
dum to the State Depart: ient il
1960 raising the possibilizy that
an impostor mightbe usng. the
credentials of an Ameri an de]
fector named Lee Harv3y Os:
wald, who was then in- he SO*
viet.Union.

This memo. from the « u'ector
of the Federal Bureau of Invest
tigation and two. sub: equent
State Department memas: relats
ed to it were apparen ly not}
shown to .key investiga:ors of,
the Warren Commission wihich
examined the assassina jon of
president Kennedy and deter;
mined that Oswald, acting
alone, was the assassin. .
| The late Mr. Hoover’ warn:
ling of the “possibility” that an|
umpostor could be usiag Os:
'wald’s identification data, in
|Lhe Soviet Union or els >where
l(.ame more than two yiars bes

lfore the murder of the Ameri-|

1can President in‘Dallas on Nov.
.1963. The impostor theory
rejected, Dby imj lication
ot directly, in % pub-
report of the Warren
ission,. and its signifi-

v Body Identified as O wald

The body ‘of the'man vho the
commission concluded 1ad shot

> could not be detet mined. |

‘the President—and w10’ was
shot to death by Jack R 1hy twa
days later—was ident fied by
his mother and other : elatives:
‘and- also by fingerpriits and
other physical features as that

i

iof Lee Harvey Qswald.
j But the apparent wit ‘holding
.or information from tie com-

!mission investigators respon-
‘smle for checking Osw: Jd’s ac-
itivities in fereign: .count ies: sup-,
|ported a theory! of’ som critics:
of the commission’s {mnal re-
port that the pamel hid. .come
to its conclusion regar ling Os-
wald without. havmg had all
the facts.

A spokesman for the F B. 1.
said, in response to qiestions,
that “we can definite y state,
without hesitation, tha a copy
of the Hoover memo wz s shovwn
ito a. member of. the Warren:

:Commission staff in tie pres-

lence of an F. B. . agen .” HoWw-

‘ever, the spokesman said” that.
ihe could not identify 1he.com-:
~mISSIOn staff member - 0 whom:
:the memo reportedly .l ad. heen:
{shown. Neither J. Lee Rankin,
‘the former general ccunsel of

-

|the cominission, nor any. or s
fcrmer staff -aides

was. then the
1c1al lizison officerte
‘Department said today that

“while I do not think that any-i
one can state now  with. the'
necessary precision whether or
{not he saw the Hoover memo,
it is my best. recollectipn that
I did, in fact, see that memo.”

“I do not\want to be in a
public debate with my old col-
ileagues,” Mr. Willens said, “but!
1I know that there was: dnscus-
[sxon of this among others on
|the staff concerned’ with the:
Iacmvmes of .Oswald abroad. ‘I’
tam " concerned. with continued.
1pubhc references to the-notion;
‘that the commsswn overlooked
obvious facts.”

Suggests Reopening Inquxry

Shown the F.B.I. memos and
ithe two State Department

;documents — discovered in the
Natlonal Archives here by a
‘pnvate researcher—W. Dawvid
[alawson a-lawyer who checked
jout rumors about Oswald for
'the commission in 1964, -said

@,

investigators had

never been shown the memos.
“We were the rumor runner-.
downers, and we certainly

should have seen this material,

as we did a great deal of other:
/

stuff that we showed to be un-
founded,” he said.

“It may be more significant
that we did not see it, in terms
)f a possible cover-up and the
-easons for it, than if we had
seen it,” ‘he continued. ““I mean,
[ don’t know where the. impos-
‘er notion would have led us—
serhdps nowhere,. like a lot of
1§her leads. Rut the point is we
lidn’t know about it. And why
0t?” ) i

Two other commission staff
members shared  with Mr. Slaw-:
son the  responsibility & for
checking out rumors. Neither|
recalled  specifically - having
seen the memos, but they tend-

ed to discount any thougnt of &
renewed investigation.
One of them, Dr. alfred
berg, who wrote the goussip
puncturing “Speculations ar;c
Rwmors’ section of the com-
mission’s report, said in an m-
terview:
~ “I don’t have any recollec tion!
iof having seen that [Hoover]
memorandum. As a mutier ul
fact, I am fairly certain I didn’t.
“While I think we might have
done more had we seen it—we;
might have engaged in mare re-
search, we might have looked
Ifor more, we might have asked
1for more from the State Depart-
‘ment and the F. .sl—m terms
‘of the outcome, [ don’t D¢
it would have made any diiler
iuu
William 7.
was Mr. Sig
1supcr10r at le COMUILS 310N
‘who was nominated iast m iz
'bv President Ford o be Secre-
tary of Transportat:on, 28
asked during an interview
‘'whether he had seen ilhe
memos.
“It’s been 10 vears,”

ne sa.g,

“and I don't remember one way;
|or the other.”

] He xeca-lled,, however, that his.
duties ‘“reguired me 10 see ev-
‘erything that Oswald had don
.as-a defector to <the Savieti
'Union.”

Mr. Hoover's memo was
dated June 3, 1960. Its contents
suggest that the F.B.[ dir
raised the possibility of an
postor- because of certain
the memo recounts. .

It cited a Foredgn Service dis-
patch concerning Oswald’s dev-:
laration in, Moscow on Oct. 31.
1959, that he would renou
his citizenship and noted
he- had surrendered. his pa
port.. :

1t slso cited a report of &
F.BI agent in Dallas of May;
12, 1960, which said that Og;
wald’s’ mother, Marguerite
Oswald; “stated subject had
taken his birth certificate with-
him when he left home.”

The agent’s report indicated.
that Mrs. Oswald was appré-
hensive about her son’s sarety
because she had written him
three letters and they nad all
been returned to her unde-
livered.

Mr. Hoover concludec:
there is a possibiity that a
postor is using Oswaup g
certificate, any current
mation the Department of
may have (‘On(_emimr
will be appreciated.” s
i Two internal State Depart-
1ment memos tramsmitted M
(Hoover’s warning. One, datec
iJune' 10, 1960, went 0 the 4=
Ipartment’s  Soviet desk.

,
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fother; dated’ March 31, 161,
was. sent from one section “of
the Passport Office to anothsr.

Concern on Passppﬂ

> “bnly on'aler
sonal basas" at tlheEmhass* m

......

How the memos:
missing from the Staite D
ment’s Oswald. file give
commission but: includéed: _the
same file placed in the / Ves
remains. unclear,. ’
At 'the: State - Departm e al
‘spokesman’- said. there: vnuld{
be'no: ‘Comment because all for!
mer officialg who might: iave|
knowledge af the Oswald file:
had- died-or retired. -
"M, Slawson, cmtlng
disclosures ‘about domesti - c-l
tivities of: the, Central "ntel-

take out: any‘ﬁhmg |
‘on them 'may have: coveret - this|
jup.” Mr. Slawson’ added: that
‘he had been “impressed a2t the
time with: the intelligence and
honesty ‘of. tthIA pec nle- I
dealt with.” “J

.Denial by C.I.A.

A CIA. spokesman iepy-
ing that the agency had' ever
had any conrectiop:;witt . Os-
wald said the:agenc d

/
Hoover memo apd had. not en-:
gaged in a.covér-up. = -

A former State Department
official who was, familiar with
the Oswald file suggestéd that
Mr. Hoover himself might have:
ordered . -his.cmemeo .zemoved
from . the file before: it-was sent.
to the commission, to avoid em-;
barrassing the bureau :

' The ‘former ofﬁc1a,I, Rich-
lard A. Frank, now. a lawvyer
there - “with the Center for-Law,
and Social Pohcy, sékd in an in-.
terview that as the depart-

ment’s assistant legal adviser in
1963-64 he had been unaware,
of the Hoover mema, although'
he ‘had. a major responsibility
for assembling the/Oswaild rec-:

erd gent to. the commission.

t seemed?. possible
that the memo “was so unsup-
portable by anything the F.B.L
had on-Oswald -that, when the
Oswald 'file suddenly became
the object of a most intensive
search -and - ‘review; Mr. Hoov-
er and his friends in the secur-
ity operation at’ State -simply
made it dlsa.ppear i

A former ior F.B. L official’
who worked on the - assassina-.
tion inquiry said in an inter-|
view that he could not recall
such a memo as part of the'
case file. .

Abram Chayes, the State De
partment’s legal adviser in 1964, !
who assured the gommlssion[
in testimony then that “very!
\aggressive efforts” had  been.
\made to~ collect - and Transmit;
the full Oswald file, was inter-i
viewed by telephone in Mos-|
cow, where he was attending af

!
|

legal conference:
| He said he had no memory of{,

;aIT-d Inovmg awfirl}yf ;
“I am absolutely ¢

said, ‘‘that we:gave"

mission all -1

thai was in -rthe iles -




