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By. arrangement through Inspector J. R. Malley, Mr. Howard Willens 

of the President's Commission telephoned on 3-11-84, to arrange fer 

representatives of the Commission to microscopically view the bullet and 

cartridge case evidence involved in the as saasination of Eresident Kennedy. 

lh s Sec anemnit the above arrangement, Mr. Melvin Fisenberg and 
Kr. David Bel . ae a Laboratory on the afternoon of 3-11 oe to view the 

evidence. Prelittih G3 ewing the evi idence, it was explained them that the 

interpretation of oulles and cartridge case examinations depended upon a detailed 

and searching analysis’ and correlation of all micfoscopic phenomena appearing on 

the bullet or cartridge case by an expert in the fell of firearms identification. 

Very little could be accomplished by a layman making a casual observation other 

than sé¢ the complexity of the examination. It was apparent that one of the 

objectives of the vislt was to determine the bést manner in which to present 

the firearms identification information to the members of the Commissio 

After observing several items of evidence under a microscope, both Lisenber, 

and Belin commented that it was indeed a very complex subject lor a layman 

and stated that very little could be gained for members of the Commission to 

view the evidence In this manner. 

During the course thos tak th Mr. Eisenberg indicated that it 

was the Commission's unders ding that it ‘addition to the one bullet submitted 
to the Bureau from the body of Officer J. D. Tippit (ehot to death by Oswald), 
other bullets had been recovered from the body af OCificer Tippit.. Eisenberg 

requested that, if possible, the Sureau arrange is obtain any such additional 
ballets drom the local authorities and that such bulleta be compared with — 
Gewald's revolver. ..In.ithis regard, Dalias bas advised that immediately 

subsequeat to the shooting, an oifer.of Laboratory assistance to the local 
authorities: wag Saane? by the Palins. Lltige,daxidiadotal,suuirder of Tippit. 
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One bullet, several cartridge cases, and Oswald's revolver were subsequently submitted for such e ridge cazes recovered near the scene oiver; however, because of 
ification. The Commisgion 

1é¢ bullets from 

During the further course of the discussion, Mr, Belin advised that 
j inasmuch 48 it appeared that almost all of the investigation in ¢ : 
| been conduct y the FEI, and s: : apms identificati i 398 
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amistances 2 conmument of this kind would Ghiinuance of FEI Laboratory cooperation \ 
ised in this instance that any decision arse of ; tion, of ex urse,. wi ‘Oo the Commission, T, pOint out that, as the Commission has previously been advised 

by letier, the firearn S identifications in this case had been performed independently 
| by Several of our top firearms examiners and that these éxaininers had independently | 
‘arrived af the same conclusions of identification, | ee 

si .. &t the conclusion ag the visit, Mr. Eisenbe erg advised that the Coramission 
Pe | was also contemplating asking for official testimony of the FEI firearms expert 
Ep before the Commisgion, &8 Well as similar testimony from other £BI experts 

= | Conferences, Mr, ‘Sisenberg advi PRAT INS Commission had now definitely i 
nl : | decided that they wished te _ go. webch Gepencent examination of the firearms i 
ai | evidence and he advisedthat 1 ancin had instructed him to request the FBI to | 

| }Geliver the fireareseeer ice tO My, Ronald Simmons, Weapons System vision, 
| | Fort Meade, Maryland, for. Satintartaaate tO be specified by the Comrission| 
jin the near f0tiFS. “ Eisenbe: HBS NG Sudject-of possible outside || Independent examinatic pooiethe OWED evidence in the case, but if the Commission if H follows the same theéry-thabs isHe "ety i0F iidependent.exaininations to pe || 
|jmade, they will undoubtedly extend their request to additional evidenée in the | 
‘future, such as the handwriting and the fabric examinations, 
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an The question of whether an independent re-examination is to be mace 

| is one for the Commission to decide, and apparently the Commission has 

\| \deeided that they desire an independent examination, on the theory that they 

\\iwant a finding independent of the ¥BI, While we are,. of course, mindful of 

the Director's instructions that we are to comply completely with all the 

Commission requests, it is respectfully suggested that in a situation of this 

type the Bureau will prefer to have the evidence delivered to the Commission 

and let the Commission then arrange all details of any such independent 

re-examination, including delivery to the independent agency. This would 

then preserve the indepé ndent nature of any such re-examinations throughout 

and would completely eliminate the possibility of any future aliegation that 

the FBI exerted influence on the independent examiner selected by the Commission. 

ACTION : 

it) Dallas has been requested by teletype to obtain any additional bullets 

from Tippitt's body which may be available and forward them te the Bureau for 

examination on behalf of the Commission. 
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| | (2) Wis our feeling that it is undesirable for this Bureau to act as the 

transmission belt in delivering any evidence to outside examiners pursuant to the 

\ Commission's request. A proposed letter setting forth these views is attached. 


