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Wesley\im\ebeler former Assxsmnt Counsel bo the President's
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, by letter
received 10/17/66, claims he is deeply concerned about some of
the recent books attacking the Warren Commission and its report. .-
Alleges he has discussed situation in some detail with other mem= 4 -
bers of Warren Commission staff, resulting in his undertaking the ’"; 2,
writing of a book describing generally how Commission conducted -~

investigation, reviewing evidence relating to basic conclusions,? ~ 3.
~and discussing major criticisms of the Commission report andcts

*work. . . ) . - L e __‘3- : .,'
) . . ,‘-t. T -i;'.l
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Licbeler solicits Bureau assislance in several matlers which were S ey

, thoroughly checked into by Warren Commission. He apparently = -3 "0 T A
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f'Based on prior experience with Liebeler, Bureau could not expect

desires data from Bureau contained in reports made available to . .J-"
Commission but not fully utilized by Commission. He alleges he lg
being sued by Mark Lane, author of "Rush to Judgment”, but no B, e

{process served to date, T T R

AN ,’/'.

favorable treatment regardless of whether Bureau assisted him or ".
turned down his request.  He is obnoxious and made numerous 8—‘\
idiotic requests of Bureau wihile on Warren Commission. o
RECOMMENDATIONS: TR . ;

POTTESTIRS T S I s O PN

V(1) 1t approved, that atlached letter be sent-to Licbeler acknowledging
his letter and advising him that as he is aware, Warren Commission
made all of its material availalle to National Archives and in accordance
with Public Taw 89-312, all material in Bureau's possession turned

over to National Archives and any information he desires w )})e avall-

able through National Archives. &2—« O 70 60 -
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(3) Upon approval of the letter to [iie eler, cbpy of his incomlng .
letter as well as the Bureau's reply~will be m d available to the - }.‘
Dallas Office for its information inasmuch as Liebeler, during the '“.-':‘
existence of the Warren Commission, spent considerable time In - >3
Dallas and had contact with the Dallas Office on several occasions. f!.
Dallas will be instirucled not to comply with any requests which *«7
)Licbeler might make to that office without first clearing such requcsts
wilh the Bureau and awaiting a specific Bureau reply. (It is pot (t::ic
intended to cooperate with Liebeler but it would be well to know the &

nature of any requests he might make.) .- IUNT e

s
-

The Los Angeles Office will also be furmshed copies of UnS cor= " :
respondence inasmuch as Liebeler is now living in the Los Angeles '~
territory and they will be furnished the same mstructnons as Dallas g

- jconcerning any requests from Lxebcﬂer. . I
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=af Bureau s in receipt of a 3-page letler dated Oclober 14, '1966,'.)'7_; 3
(received in Bureau 10/17/66) from Wesley J. Licbeler, former Assislant T
Counsel to the President’s Commission on the Assassination of President ¢+ -
Kennedy. In his letter he states he is deeply concerned about some of the A
recent books allacking the Warren Commission and its report. He slates n:-. -
he has discussed this malter in some detail with other members of the staff - .
of the Warren Commission and in view of the circumstances has undertaken to
wrile a book describing generally how the Commission conducted its Investi~ -
gation, reviewing the evidence relating to the basic conclusions reached in il
the report, and discussing the major criticisms which have been made of the °-
re;{por_t and the work of the Commission. - . f S & T -
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- In his letter Liebeler solicits the assistance of the Bureau -~ EER
relative to several matters which were thoroughly looked into by the Warren .- -
Co’}\mission during its hearings. Liebeler is apparently desirous of the N
Burpeau going beyond the material reported by the Warren Commission and is
as‘;}éing the Burcau to furnish him additional facts which may be in FBI reports.

: . [ AGRER R L.
Ife also comments that as he proceeds with his work he will have'

-3 additional questions and mentions that W. W./Norton and Company have- =~ /.

agreed to publish the book he is now working on.  He comments he under - -+
slands W. W. Norton and Company are also publishing a book about-the FBI
Which is being writlen by the Overstreets. " Liebeler is referring to Dr. Harry
Overstreet and his wife who are known to be preparing a book favorable to

the Bureau. Assistant Director W. C. Sullivan has been in contact with the
Overstreets during preparation of their bodk and parts of their manuscript
havl;zf}'ﬁoon reviewed by both the Domestic Intelligence and Crime Records
Divigions. . ) T

According to Licbeler, MarkvLane, author of "Rush to Judgment™,-
announced to th press he was suing Liebeler for slander. Liebeler states
Iane was at the?‘Uniwrsily of California, Los Angeles, on 10/7/66, and Lane
reflused Licbelers challenge to delate.  Liebeler claims that following Lane's
press conference he held one Immediately therealter and charged Lane was . -
going iround the country telling lics for money. He slates he has not yet '+
been served with any process, - L T e e e KGR
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TN Durdng the existence of the Warren Commission, Weslcy'}-S‘.é':‘f»‘,‘r;'f;'.fﬁi-'.‘
PO

Licbeler was the most obnoxious attorney on the staff and was constantly aiu.' _
) making completely unreasonable oral requests of the Bureau, This'.5{.7.j?‘f'.i‘ff{r-;} '
occurred to such an extent that he was told on numerous occasions to %

clear his requests through Mr. J. Lee Rankin's office to make sure the =Y
Commission actually desired the wark he was suggesting. Such refusalg %
to honor his requests rarely had any effect and he would be back the next 7%
day with another equally “screwlall” request. In addition, Licbeler - - “W
conslantly requested assistance in locating material which had been -2, 55 - -
previously supplied to the Commission. Such requests were regularly .~ >77:7
turned down but this did not deter him from continued requests. =7 -/ sl
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g In a memorandum dated Juné 9, 1964, from Rosen to Belmont, ? **.
captioned "James R. David, Information Concerning, Securitly Violation,™ it . -
reveals that David, Ly letter dated June 4, 1964, advised he was a retired 4°:°

"Naval reserve officer who performed duties as a securily officer. " David | .-
stated that on May 31, 1964, while en route from Keene, New Hampshire, -«
on Northeast Airlines to New York, he observed an individual, who occupied
the seat adjacent to him, openly display a report with a cover identifying it
as "U. S. Department of Justice, Copy No. 10 of 10, President's Commission
on the Assassination of President Kennedy" marked in large block red letters
“Top Secret.™ David furnished a description of this individual and added he -
had & rather full red beard and the attache case from waich he removed the - -
reporl previously referred to bore the initials"W. J. L." The Commission -
was. furnished a copy of Mr. David's letter on June 9, 1966. (62-109090 ..,
Section 14, Serials 170-171). - _ : TR T A

8

. In a memorandum dated July 8, 1966, concerning the book “Inquest™
by Edward Jay Epstein, about the functioning of the Warren Commission, * -
which is severely critical of the Commission, Epstein indicated that one of

his sources of material for his book was Assistant Counsel Wesley J. Licbeler
who stated that the Commission did "nothing'; the stall members did all the
fnvestigating. Licbeler was also quoted as saying that although the FBI was
extremely efficient in answering questions submitted in writing, the Agents
did not develop any Information that was not specifically requested of them.

(62-109060-4144) . R
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ol . Dased on our e\porience wx(h Llebeler wé cerhinly could not
T expect favorable treatment in any book he would write and it s bclicvcd
this would be true regardless of whether we volunteered assistance or -

turned him down completely on his requests.

PO In view of this it Is not
- Ielt we should render any '\ssmhnce whalever ho Llebeler.‘-:-'.:' VR
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Weblehxm\obcler former Assistant Counsel to the Pre51dent' )
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, by letter
received 10/17/66, claims he is deeply concerned about some of
the recent books attacking the Warren Commission and fts report. - i
Alleges he has discussed situation In some detail with other mem=" =y .. -
bers of Warren Commission staff, resulting in his undertaking the = :'_ \
writing of a book describing generally how Commission conducted - _
“~ Investigation, reviewing evidence relating to basic conclusions,? ';’ e :'*

-q ot gl
~and discussing major criticisms of the Commission report anddts N

-“work,
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Licbeler solicits Bureau assistance in several matters which were '~-‘-'"_'
thoroughly checked into by Warren Commission. He apparently — -7
{ desires data from Bureau contained in reports made available to G
Commission but not fully utilized by Commission. He alleges he g +'"
being sued by Mark Lane, author of “Rush to Judgment", butno . T -

+ {process served to date, . AR
. ' N T “,4’,'
L,

l'Based on prior experience thh Liebeler, Bureau could not expect

favorable treatment regardless of whether Bureau assisted him or o
Y b o v {

turned down his request.  Hémisrobnoxious and made numerous gt

idiotic xequests.of -Bareau while on Warren Commission. R :

RECOMMENDATIONS: 3 . ”’;L ny

(1) X approved, that attached letter be sent-to Licbeler acknowledging
his letter and advising him that as he is aware, Warren Commission
made all of its material availalle to National Archives and in accordance
with Public T,aw 89-312, all material in Burcau's possession turned -
over to National Archw‘,:) and any information he desires w 2/2)0 avail-_

able hmu“ National Archives. éﬂf /O 70 60 -
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C()L\Mn(s of Lxeboler s Letter p_;,\ _Tf S

Bureau s in receipt oI ad- page letter dated OCLober 14 1966
(1 cceived in Bureau 10/17/66) from Wesley J. Licbeler, former Assistant
Counsel to the President's Commission on the Assassinatnon of President if,:‘.'/_-'
Kennedy. In his letter he states he is deeply concerned about some of the ‘
rceent books atltacking the Warren Commission and its report. He states -
he has discussed this matter in some detail with other members of the staff -
of the Warren Commission and in view of the circumstances has undertaken to
write a book describing generally how the Commission conducted its investi-
gation, reviewing the evidence relating to the basic conclusions reached in -
the report, and discussing the major criticisms which have been nnde of the
report and the work of the COmmxsswn. ) R L Y T
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In his letter Liebeler solicits the assxsmnce of the Bureau
rehtn e to scveral matters which were thoroughly looked into by the Warren
Commns\on during its hearings. Liebeler is apparently desirous of the
Bum au going beyond the material reported by the Warren Commission and is
qskmb the Bureau to furnish him additional facts which may be in FBI reports.
n o L .

He also comments that as he proceeds with his work he will have
addmoml questions and mentions that W. W./Norton and Company have: = /f.
apreegd to publish the book he is now wor}\mg on. He comments he under- *
stands W. W. Norton and Company are also publishing a book about-the FBI
which is being written by the Overstreets. " Liebeler is referring to Dr. Harry
Overstreet and his wife who are known to be preparing a book favorable to
the Bureau. Assistant Director W. C. Sullivan has been in contact with the
Overstreets during preparation of their bobk and parts of their manuscript
have ficen reviewed by both the Domestic Jntelligence and Cnme Records
Divisions. » N Ty >,

According to Liebeler, MarkvLane, author of "Rush to Judgment®,-
announced to tht press he was suing L ieboler for slander. Licbeler states
Iane was at the Universily of California, Tos Angeles, on 10/7/66, and Lane
refused Licbeler's challenge to delate. L\ebeler claims that following Lane's
press conference he held one fmmedi wtely thereafter and charged Lane was
going dround the country telling lics for money. He states he has not yet Pl
been served with any process. _ T I SV Ot
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2 mTIY0 During the existence of the Warren Commission, Wesley L-{‘*,:,ﬁx

Liebeler was the most obnoxious attorney on the staff and was constantly st
making completely unreasonable oral requests of the Bureau. This £ 1ue
occurred to such an extent that he was told on numerous occasions to ;; : 'Hf
clear his requests through Mr. J. Lee Rankin's office to make sure the‘;._ h oo
Commission actually desired the wark he was suggesting. Such refusals :f‘

to honor his requests rarely had any effect and he would be back the next

‘1‘,2 a"-:,
day with another equally "screwlall™ request. In addition, Liebeler - o~ - 07
constantly requested assislance in locating material which had been” i
previously supplied to the Commission. Such requests were regularly = >777

turncd down but this did not deter him from continued requests. -7.. - " - -
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In a memorandum dated June 9, 1964, from Rosen to Belmont, 7 .
captioned "James R. David, Information Concerning, Security Violation,™ it
reveals that David, by letter dated June 4, 1964, advised he was a retired Sl

"Naval reserve officer who performed duties as a securily officer. David | .
stated that on May 31, 1964, while en route from Keene, New Hampshire, -~
on Northeast Airlines to New York, he observed an individual, who occupied
the seat adjacent to him, openly display a report with a cover identifying it
as "U. S. Department of Justice, Copy No. 10 of 10, President's Commission
on the Assassination of President Kennedy™ marked in large block red letters
"Top Secret.™ David furnished a description of this individual and added he -
had & rather full red beard and the attache case from waich he removed the -
~ =~ reporl previously referred to bore the initials"W. J. L." The Commission -

’ was furnished a copy of Mr. David's letter on June 9, 1966. (62-109090 ...

Section 14, Serials 170-171). - e P T

In a memorandum dited July 8, 1966, concerning the book "Inquest™
by Edward Jay Epstein, about the functioning of the Warren Commission, -
which is severely critical of the Commission, Epstein indicated that one of
his sources of material for his book was Assistant Counsel Wesley J. Licbeler
who stated that the Commission did "nothing"; the stalf members did all the
fnvestipating. Licbeler was also quoted as saying that although the FBI was
extremely efficient in answering questions submitted in writing, the Agents -
did not develop any information that was not specifically requested of them.
(62-109060-4144) : ~ o
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