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SYNOPSIS “ene: e ef on 

<a former Assistant Counsel to the President's 

Commission on the Assassination ot Pesan Kennedy, by letter 
received 10/17/66, cla s ¢ 

_ 

terete booterrtiacking tha Wansen-ComnnCSTOranrTte'r epo re 
= 4 Alleges he has discussed situation in some detail with other mem- 7. a x 

a NS ed i a a, eo 5 ae e 8B , . . ava 

a as a '’ 

berenebitianien x ULL Siaaeotiraeeceliing trier entertniing the * Bx ace ae 

coms investigation, Pe nictishages idence relating to basic conclusions,? ~ “yi ne , 
+ and discussing major criticisms of the Com RSET Reem enccits| ¢ 

" . 
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| Liebeler solicits Bureau assistance in several matlers which were Se : ‘ 7 Nee S 
, thoroughly checked into by Warren Commission. He apparently ~ Sol ee 
desires data from Bureau contained in reports made available to. . wey . ig 

3 Commission Lut not fully utilized by Commission. He alleges he ig + 
being sued by Mark Lane, author of “Rush to Judgment", but no goo: = 

: (process served to date. “_ a ‘ ” 

'{'Based on prior experience with Liebeler, Bureau could not expect - 
favorable treatment regardless of whether Bureau assisted him or i; 
turned down his request. He is obnoxious and made numerous . 

idiotic requests of Bureau while on Warren Commission. yor. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: oo 3 
ee ea ee 

\qa) i approved, that atlached letter be sent-to Liebeler acknowledging 
his Ietter and advising him thatas he is aware, Warren Commission 
made all of its material availale to National Archives and in accordance 

iwith Public Law 89-312, all material in Bureau's possession turned . 

over to National Archives and any information he desires w Yds avail -, 

able Uirough National Archives. ba- /O G0 60 ~ 
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* Memo to Mr. Deloach from A. Rosen Eee ce 

es Assassination of President _ or 

> (2) Inasmuch as ‘Licbeler was a . member of the Warren en Coniintsston? en a 
slaff, itis believed advisable to alert the Department to the fact that 
he is in the process of writing a book. Attached is a letler to the eS 

Assis dat Attorney a Vinson ar 

(3) Upon approval of the Ielter to [ie cler, @ cbpy of his Incoming. ° ; ; 

letter as well as the Bureau's reply wijl be made available to the + Tin ae 

Dallas Office for its information inasmuch as Liebeler, during ve ey ae 

existence of the Warren Commission, spent considerable time in ; 

Dallas and had contact with the Dallas Office on several occasions.*. 

o\ Dallas will be instructed not to comply with any requests which **c; © 

/Liebeler might make to that office without first clearing such requests *: 
‘| with the Bureau and awaiting a specific Bureau reply. (Itfis not) .ty:t 

| intended to cooperate with Liebeler but it would be well to know the - 
nature of any requests he might make.) 

° 
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The Los Angeles Office will also be furnished copies of t this cor- cee 

respondence inasmuch as Liebeler is now living in the Los Angeles’ - 

territory and they will be furnished the same aHSTEUCTIONS as Dallas 
- concerning any requests from Liebelens . eer rss oe 
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aif Bureau ts tn receipt of a 3-page letter dated October 14 

LN In his letter Liebcler solicits the assistance of the Bureau "a - 
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; oP N. (received in Bureau 10/17/66) from Wesley J. Liebeler, former Assistant ee Counsel to the President's Commission on the Assassination of President i5-:-- Kennedy. In his Ietler he slates he Is deeply concerned about some of the Boe recent books allacking the Warren Commission and its report. He slates »:-.- he has discussed this matter in some detail with other members of the staff - . of the Warren Commission and in view of the circumstances has undertaken to wrile a book describing generally how the Commission conducted its invesHi- gation, reviewing the evidence relating to the basic conclusions reached in +2." the report, and discussing the major criticisms which have been made of the < report and the work of the Commission - -~.* wet Ptng “ot Cn rs 

o sl rae" se = 
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relative to several matters which were thoroughly looked into by the Warren .” ' Commission during its hearings. Liebeler fs apparently desirous of the ; Bupeau going beyond the material reported by the Warren Commission and is 
asking the Bureau to furnish him additional facts which may be in FBI reports. 

. a Ponce Loe 
Ne also comments that as he proceeds with his work he will have’ % additional questions and mentions that W. W./Norton and Company have- ° /f_ - B agreed to publish the book he ts now working on. He comments he under-- -< f 

stands W. W. Norton and Company are also publishing a book about:the FBI 
which is being written by the Overstreets. ‘ Liebeler is referring to Dr. Harry a Overstreet and his wife who are known to be preparing a book favorable to A 
the Bureau. Assistant Director W. C. Sullivan has been in contact with the : 
Overstreets during preparation of their book and parts of their manuscript 
have Keen reviewed by both the Domestic [ntelligence and Crime Records 
Divisions. © 

. - . . } v- i] . ‘ 

According to Liebeler, Mark“Lane, author of "Rush to Judyment",- 
announced to tht press he was suing Liebeler for slander. Liebeler states 
Lane was at the Universily of California, Los Angeles, on 10/7/66, .nd Lane 
refused Liebeler's challenge to debate. Liebeler claims that following Lane's 
press conference he held one {mmediately thereafter and charged Lane wags -< - 
going around the country telling lies for money. He states he has not yet nae 
been served with any process. " Wt ws tg ®* « aetans das Se on eget 
ot : Lo - A 5 -_ ty Pree el 
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P2430 N22 © During the existence of the Warren Commission, Wesléy Aa ron ae ore, 
Liebcler was the most obnoxious attorney on the staff and was constantly “a Ss" 

making completely unreasonable oral requests of the Bureau. This Sis 7¢4 Se? Parl owe eds Oe pied 

occurred to such an extent that he was told on numerous occasions to Prete ease 

clear his requests through Mr. J. Lee Rankin's office to make sure the 71" _ 

Commission actually desired the work he was suggesting. Such refusals 7 .4%5- 

to honor his requests rarely had any effect and he would be back the next nr 

day with another equally “screwlall™ request. In addition, Liebeler » -. aa 

constantly requested assistance in locating material which had been SWS 2 

captioned "James R. David, Information Concerning, Security, Violations" it .- 

"Top Secret." David furnished a description of this individual and added he ~- 

hada rather full red beard and the attache case from which he removed the -  — 

report previously referred to bore the initials"W. J. L.“ The Commission | - 

was. furnished a copy of Mr. David's letter on June 9, 1966. (62-109090 /. >. 

Section 14, Serials 170-171). - . : ee re 

jek In a memorandum dated July 8, 1966, concerning the book "Inquest™ 

by Edward Jay Epstein, about the functioning of the Warren Commission, © - 

which is severely critical of the Commission, Epstein indicated that one of 

his sources of material for his book was Assistant Counsel Wesley J. Liebeler 

who stated that the Commission did "nothing"; the staff members did all the 

investigating. Liebeler was also quoted as saying that although the FBI was 

extremely efficient in answering questions -subinitted in writing, the Agents 

did not develop any information that was not specifically requested of them. 
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Pree .S Based on our experience with Liebeler \ we ‘certainly could not “3 

. expect favorable reatment in any book he would write and it fs believed |" 
this would be true reyardless of whether we volunteered assistance or. ae 

{+ turned him down completely on his requests. 
os felt we Should render any assistance whaley ex to Licbeler.’: se et ed he 
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In view of this it is not’ oe 
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TOS: Mr. DeLoach — We or October 19, 1966 

FROM if A Ros no Cath , a ~ Mr. Detach Holees < a i 1 - Mr. Rosen at Gandy — 
f va . 1 -Mr. Malley 1-Mr. Sullivan 

SUBJECT: ASS ASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 1 - Mr. Shroder - ahs Bi Xs ick 
DALLAS, ‘TEXAS, oo sce OS |) OL - Mr. Raupach S 

s SYNOPSIS gn’ eed a N 
~ aoe former Assistant Counsel to the President's ; 

. Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, by letter. 
received 10/17/66, claims he is deeply concerned about some of 
the recent books attacking the Warren Commission and {ts report - it 

: Alleges he has discussed situation in some detail with other mem= 23. wee 
bers of Warren Commission staff, resulting in his undertaking the * He. =i 
writing of a book describing generally how Commission conducted 1” 

“~ investigation, reviewing evidence relating to basic conclusions,? ~-<. Fo ne ‘s, 
: sand discussing major criticisms of the Commission report anddts > ae 

-* work, . 35 ae ie : 
. he. cS ory 

Licbeler solicits Bureau assistance in several matters which were we 
thoroughly checked into by Warren Commission. He apparently ~ - =~ 

..- , desires data from Bureau contained in reports made available to 9 = 
% Commission tat not fully utilized by Commission. He alleges he ig. aw ; 

; being sued by Mark Lane, author of “Rush to Judgment", butmo 2 0 0 = 
» ~". [process served to date. . oe eS > a: /. 

‘Based on prior experience with Liebeler, Bureau could not expect | 
favorable treatment regardless of whether Bureau assisted him or \. 

: ss . : f turned down his request. }{nisobrioxious and iade numerous ie 
idiotic zequests-of-Bureauwhile on Warren Coniniission. yo" 

RECOMMENDATIONS: : = pry 
tone (1) If approved, that attached letter be sent-to Liebeler acknowledging 

, his letter and advising him thatas he is aware, Warren Commission 
made all of its material availale to National Archives and in accordance 
with Public Law 89-312, all material in Bureau's possession turned .. 
over to National Archives and any information he desires w HAS avall-. 

able Urough National Archives. L2-1090 GO> 

ee: cae a ; ‘Oo. CAVE 

Careransea er? 4 Oct 
7 Enclosures | - Dy aay, val 

JRMempd (9) | ) CONTIN ARE * “OVER™ 

ee teierg: oe 2 ee ee So 

R
A
U
B



. x Sate ~ ayes 

0G SOM oy St SM wt DE TAILS | 

Memo to DeToach trom Rosen 
Re; Assassination of President 

a < , AEE: * Be Syne . ; 
Ee r su . ¥ Lo = ee > ea i. eae. P 

4 . ot . an : ee : 

5 Cot ke r a Seas . 2 

Contents of Liebeler’ 5 Totter © “an: _ 2 ae 

Bureau Is {n receipt of a 3- “paige letter ‘@nted Oetuber 14, “1966, 
(received in Bureau 10/17/66) from Wesley J. Liebcler, former Assistant’? 
Counsel to the President's Commission on the Assassination of President ee 

Kennedy. In his letter he states he ts deeply concerned about some of the oe 

recent books allacking the Warren Commission and its report. He states *:- 
he has discussed this matter in some detail with other members of the staff — 

of the Warren Commission and in view of the circumstances has undertaken to 

write a book describing generally how the Commission conducted its investi-,. 

gation, reviewing the evidence relating to the basic conclusions reached in © 

the report, and discussing the major criticisms which have been made ot the : 

report and the work of the Commission ; ee 

In his letter Liebeler solicits the assistance of the Bureau. tg SS ng 

relativ, e to several matters which were thoroughly looked into by the Warren . 

Commission during its hearings. Liebeler is apparently desirous of the 

Bure: au going beyond the material reported by the Warren Commission and is 

asking the Bureau to furnish him additional facts which may be in FBI reports. 

| ce ne 

He also comments that as he proceeds with his work he will have’ 

additional questions and mentions that W. W./Norton and Company have.  /f. 

aryreed to publish the book he {s now working on. He comments he under- “* 

stands W. W. Norton and Company are also publishing a book about the FBI 

which is being written by the Overstreets. “Liebeler is referring to Dr. Harry 

Overstreet and his wife who are known to be preparing a book favorable to 

the Bureau. Assistant Director W. C. Sullfvan has been in contact with the 

Overstreets during preparation of their bodk and parts of their manuscript 

have fieen reviewed by both the Domestic Intelligence and Crime Records 

Divisions. ’ . my - 
a 
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According to Liebeler, MarkvLane, author of "Rush to Judyment™, 

announced to tht press he was suing LL iebeler for slander. Liebcler states 

Lane was at the University of California, Los Angeles, on 10/7/66, and Lane 

refused Liebelerts challenge to debate. "Liebeler claims that following Lane's 

press conference he held one immediately thereafter and charged Lane was . 

going dround the country ¢clling lies for money. He states he has not yet. 

been served with any process. Ses wae she Gsm me oo Se a 
ss 8 1 “oN at, 

ee a aa 

1
6
 

le ? 

en Ne ee MEO RT Ee OE 

~en
agg

 a
e
s
 

er. 2 _ 4 DETAILS - CONTINUED OVER



x , . i * Se" .? 

. Memo to DeLoach from Rosen (oe 8 hte Syd PNT 
Re Assassination of President -*- “ a. t* ghete > "Tay: 

reo owe . o* 2 ee whole ape Sa, 5 ‘ 

/ Prior Experiences with Liebeler: ~- 06 l 0 roer ato 

at ee, Be age TO oS Dae ODS SEE ES ay eed gE 
re eee ; eo ee ps 

eiagat..o.. During the existence of the Warren Commission, Weslcy ght ae se tae ry Lowe 

Liebcler was the most obnoxious attorney on the staff and was constantly“ 23? 
making completely unreasonable oral requests of the Bureau. This 5." . 
occurred to such an extent that he was told on numerous occasions to -;;*. 

clear his requests through Mr. J. Lee Rankin's office to make sure the 7°-3."¢: 

Commission actually desired the wark he was suggesting. Such refusals 707 
to honor his requests rarely had any effect and he would be back the next an . 

day with another equally "screwlall™ request. In addition, Liebeler . > o 

constantly requested assistance in locating material which had been “2.572 

previously supplied to the Commission. Such requests were regularly _ am = 

turned down bat this did not deter him from continued requests. =) -#/>. 0:02. 

meee yt 
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In a memorandum dated June 9, 1964, from Rosen to Belmont, 7 *_- 

captioned "James R. David, Information Concerning, Security Violation,™ it 

reveals that David, by letter dated June 4, 1964, advised he was a retired 4. :* 

"Naval reserve officer who performed duties as a security officer. David = . 

stated that on May 31, 1964, while en route from Keene, New Hampshire, -~ 

on Northeast Airlines to New York, he observed an individual, who occupied 

the seat adjacent to him, openly display a report with a cover identifying it 

as "U. §. Department of Justice, Copy No. 10 of 10, President's Commission 

on the Assassination of President Kennedy" marked in large block red letters 

"Top Secret." David furnished a description of this individual and added he ~ 

had a rather full red beard and the attache case from wnich he removed the a 

report previously referred to bore the initials"W. J. L." The Commission - 

‘wags furnished a copy of Mr. David's letter on June 9, 1966. (62-109090 ... . 

» . Section 14, Serials 170-171). - a te B® 
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In a memorandum dated July 8, 1966, concerning the book "Inquest™ 

by Edward Jay Epstein, about the functioning of the Warren Commission, ° 

which is severely critical of the Commission, Epstein indicated that one of 

his sources of material for his book was Assistant Counsel Wesley J. Licbeler 

who stated that tne Commission did "nothing"; the staff members did all the 

investigating. Liebeler was also quoted as saying that although the FBI was 

extremely efficient in answering questions submitted in writing, the Agents ~ 

did not develop any information that was not specifically requested of them. 
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