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SUBJECT: ~ASSASSINATION OF .
PRESIDENT JOHN ¥, KENNEDY,
11/22/63, LALLAS, 1EXAS

In accordance with the verbal requedt of Mo, ‘Melvin Sisenbe
of The President'!s Commission and wlth prior approval, SAs Henry B, Helberger
and John F., Gallagher wmet witn Mr. Eisenberg on 3/26/6<, to distuss spectrio=
graphic examinaiions conducted on materials relating to the assassination of
?resident Kennedy. - : : o ' '

SA Heiberger discussed the spectrographic comparison examinationg
shich he conducted in the Laboratory., SA leiberger advised that the Jcad \

lﬂloy of the bullet recoverad from the attcmpted shooting ol General Walk

the car iua which Piresident Xennedy was shot. SA Gallaghen advised

ir, Elgenberg the spectrographic examinaticne of the bullet Iragments
recovered from the swound in President Kennedy's head and from the vehicle
ln which President Kenncdy vas riding at the time of his assassipatior were '
composed of the same chemical clements, ‘ ‘ ’

r
wag different from the lead alloy of a large bullei fragment recovered Irgq
W
N

As reported in my memorandum of Marsh 17, 1964 (Jevons. to Conrad,
EE HARVEY OSWALD, IS -~ R), SA Gallagher discusscd with Me, Eiscnberg the -
aseutrcn activetion analyscs of the pavaffin casts from Oswald. This
technique you will recall revealed deposits on the casis characteristic
»[ powder residues, Howmever, it was not:'possible to distingulsh tho powder.
~esidues of the rifle cartridges from the powder residuszs of the revolver '
saztridges. It was in coacnection with this examination that Lx, Elsenkerg
"then discussed with SA Gallagher a letter of Dr. Paul C. debersold, Director,
3 )ivision of Isotopes Development, Atomic Lnergy Coumnission, to H
vssistant Attorney General.Herbert J. Jidller, which was dated Dacember 1y,
1963, and subsequently forwarded to The Commission., He read ziom this
letter the followilng: ‘
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b Memorandum to r, Conrad

Re: ASSASSINATION OF i
PREiéBE?F ggﬂﬂ\g. gquEDY,. )
11/% 3, DALIS SKAS ' ' T
€2-109060 - T ' b
)
” D
mye would hopa soon to have wmore detalls . Yo
on whether the method (neutren ~ctlvation ' o
analvses) will give useiul information to
distingulshy betwveen smoke deposits from
revolvers and those Ircw rifles-~by ncas !
of thoir distrvibution on the body ef the | . -
person firing them and by the levels of ' R
. antimony and barium (and pexrhaps other ' ﬁﬁxé
: elements) deposited." - R
ir, Cisenberg then asked if more detailed background
was availoble at this Jate. It was pointed out by SA Gallagher
that Dr. Aebersold's letter was writiean prior to the actual
activation analyces examinations ol Oswald's casts. Xo clcments’

were found during these %ests to distinguish between rifle and
revolver deposits. Mr, Gallagher further nointed ou* that the .
data in the prescot instance were further complicatod by Oswald's
firing of the revolver subsequent to the firing of the rifle and

by the fact that the casts have been chemically treated and wasied
prlior to receipt for nesuiron activation analyses,. Nothing has

come to our attcntion ond to our knowledg2 nothilng has becen done
subsequent to these cxawminatiocas wiiich would assist further in the
intorpretation of tihe data obtained from the activation analysa2s

of the paraffin casts from Oswald. - :

ACTION: None, for information,
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