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April 2, 1964 . 

By Courier Service - 

zx a> . a /) - x fonorable J. Lea Ranlzin dep aan f . Fos . eneral Counsel  f te tid a ¢ fs 471 a Tis President's Commission “4 phere Gl # mz w~ 2J0 Maryland Avenue, Northeast , = Washington, D. Cc. |. ri J JS th, ae lg € = 
4 ~~! 4 Pare) / . ote pad =~ Dear Ur. Ranisin: 

{i 2 3} 
. : In accordance with the request on March 30, 1964, of lir.,-Welvin Eisenberg, paraffin tests wore concucted with tho assassination rifle, C14, by the rp Laboratory. 

. “The paraffin test consists of pouring warm paraffin ° Over thevhand or cheek peeling the paraffin esst off and testing tho innor surface of the paraffin for the presence of any guppowder residues, Tka reagents used in this test, however, 1 mre not epecific for only gunpowder residues and will react positively with most oxidizing aronts, Oxidizing ascents that at W211 react are also presont in such common substances es . { rtilicer, urine, tobacco and oth3rs, as well as Caunpowder  - + se ++ & > siducs. In prior exporinents conducted by the FILI Laboratoryy 4... < Sit bas been found that the peraffin test is unreliable as to ‘> Svhother a porcen socently Piced a weapon, since in sone instanc--, positive rencticns were obtai:. 2a On Casts £¢rom the nonds of a 

Pa 

———~-~yersons who ine not fired weenons and no reactions tore obtained On casts fron tho hands of percons tho had firod weapoas, - 

’) Cefore conducting the tects with tho asse:-ination rifle, ; control paraffin tests of the rich t apace: grid bota hands were  %, conducted on a Lakovatory examiner who had chorousi:ly washed a (C nis face and hands and vho lcd not_rscentiy—ftred = Werpone, “7 + Toon __2h@ peraifin casts were thea tronted with cipionylcenzidine, a Belrstt —_GOoNSitivo rearent Lor the Getic cticn of nost oxidjzing esents. r Creed TT Ea2 rous positive reactions wire poted on tho/casts of both hanés <7 _— Cellehen . : i Z (.2. {f° C {/) Lv ; C. Delaeh Do 105-82555 on tn: Peres YD Te UNREL, an C4 ‘y md NOT RECO st 4 . 
Rocea __~ ‘OTE: The above results and Lib AY chd xg the examinations .. . 
| a oe, 
Trottier 4g or liy: F a ; »/, Se Sec g os "4 cee Cire any = LEP Condy war. aoow CJ receryee unit CI ALN. 

Selliven 12 kot forth ‘in.memorandum Jevons to Conrad 3/31/64. Above requ. < /* 
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and no reections woro noted on the cheok cast, {It is pointed - 
out that warm pareifin can remove the foreion matter that is : 
prosent on the slin or in the pores, —— e252. 4. ss 

The accassination rifle vas thon ranid-fired three — 
tines by the sans man on which the control tests wore Ead@e aw Paraffin Casts of the examiner's right cheek and both hands PERE. 
were thon prepared. Theso paraffin casts wero also treatod 
with diphonylbenzidine and there yore no zoactions. ..........- 

e e <. 

. Sincorely yours, |. ; : 

To [E Eddgar Hoover ———- <---> Ti tgaee 

oa 

a 

7 4 


