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f4() Years After Missile Crisis,

Players Swap Stories in Cuba

- By Kzvin SurLivan
. Washington Post Foreign Service

HAVANA, Oct. 12—There was
pandemonium on the Soviet B-59
. submarine. A U.S. destroyer was
lobbing depth charges into the wa-
_ ter as a warning: Surface or you will
* be attacked. The explosions pound-
" ed the sub’s hull like blasts from a
sledgehammer. Oxygen was run-
. ning out. Crewmen were fainting.
Tensions were extreme: It was
+ Oct. 27, 1962, the height of the Cu-
¢ ban missile crisis.
* Officers on the Soviet were
screaming for the captain to sink the
. U.S. ship. What the Americans did
. not know nearly blew up the world:
 The Soviet sub, and three others in
. the waters off Cuba, each carried
i one torpedo tipped with a nuclear
, warhead.
Vadim Orlov, a crewman on the
. Soviet sub, recounted the little-
. known story here this weekend dur-
- ing a conference marking the 40th
" anniversary of the missile crisis.
Historians have long noted that
the United States and the Soviet
Union came within a whisper of nu-
clear war during the 13-day stand-
off, after the United States discov-
. ered that Moscow had secretly
installed nuclear missiles in Cuba.
The account, from Orlovand J.W.
Peterson, a crewman from the U.S.
destroyer, made it clear that the
Cold War enemies came far closer
* than anyone ever realized to stum-
" bling into a nuclear holocaust.
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Cuban President Fidel Castro listens to former defense secretary Robert
McNamara at a conference in Havana on the 1962 Cuban missile crisis.

tion were lined up like a living page
from a history book. McNamara sat
in a blue and white polo shirt. Histo-
rian Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.
looked out through thick glasses,
wearing his trademark bow tie, ad-
dressing his old adversaries with
sharp logic and perfect diction.
Ethel Kennedy, widow of Robert
F. Kennedy, sat behind McNamara
with fine posture and fashion, a liv-.
ing reminder of other prices paid
during a tumultuous era.
Kennedy speechwriter Theodore
C. Sorensen was remarkably youth-
ful and trim in a black polo shirt. Fel-
low Kennedy aide Richard Good-
win, his hair wild and curly, sat
alongside him and told Castro a sto-_
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spipning out of control.
fp(;n that day, new surveillance

hotos showed that the missile sites
were now fully operational. He said
the missiles could be fueled and
launched on six to eight hours’ no- -
tice. A U.S. U-2 spy plane had been |
shot down over Cuba. On the other |
side of the world, another U-2
strayed into Soviet airspace and So-
viet MiG fighter jets scrambled to
intercept it, adding to already white-
hot tensions. Soviet leader Nikita |
Khrushchev had not been seen in ‘
three days, adding to speculation
that he had been overthrown by
hard-liners.
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