NTIAL CAR AT TIME OF WIRST AND THIRD SHOTS

TR & Terrmes g1 i AT T
nonmers . Joarmes ¥, ALY

anft, and only because the Comalaalon so arrangzed i,

x * & 2 oyt g g, e i
weozrrovs ant omissicons in his auantioning, the offers he

2t acceptad, the distorted yse thet was mads o his

PwTAphn, once agaln are so conspicuous and obvious to those

1wl ANy experiencs wiih investigations thasb they caanot be

Altzens vhotograph, Commlssion “xhibhis 900, 1is used elmost
the claim that Lee Haves Cuwgld

A

the Eook Uepository, wheress,

Jays, the rerscn seen in the photograph was Billy Love.

Cormissionts legltimate interssisin this dirsction were more . .

the bestimony of Lovelady and 2 nub er or

ortance, and the regl signiricance, of this Altgens

1 Shat 1Y was talksn aftep the President was shot, shows

chat, by comparigon with the Zapruder films,

itablish that the Altzéns photograph, while takan
President wag shot, nonethess sstablishes
teln point in the degres of his reaction. A
2
e car had procesdsd quite & few feeb after the
Although 1t is completely &tiéed\i% Altgents testimony, ti S

Q

pholograph clearly shows that Gov, Connally had not been struck and
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ws with or without people in Lhem, at

48 do know that 5 man was sree shed i the

aldg, and I any dilsoogition o hisa errest,
f this LY no means cartain, and only exewminalion of o
thers 1& Ieason o bellcve

ready besun to reaszt, Pecsuse hs iz

motoreyele patrolmen and pardly in the

Sw. At e Fo he certain frem whet photorranchs 1 now
18 Ve L&,
vooeems difficult to exaggerate the immortance of the informa-
e the Uommission conld have okteined from Altpens end sn bonest and

his phetenreph, or example, the building

in the Azsseipies ] Fr2gs cony, and it shows 2 fire

0
Q

pen window at the landing of the fire sscans going:

g2t on the trunk of the car, Jsckie Kennedyls blood.

upon the trank, and the car has nos

Lt s A B - P & ey e g e
to the underpassz, As 2 method oy computnticn,

sranh, especially when compared mafh unzsed

frames of the Zenrudar Pilm,

v Alfgrans was, and be rretiy cles »lw identi{iog

the Japreder film snd it is Lnown wheve

litiss of drawing she straizsht lines Lstweo

these points and the points shouwn in Altgens' photograph sre aimost

} ‘

street, not vixible in efther ol the Cormission's Teralians,

not used by the Comnission, snocws

inot

#nd the chief's car has e2iveady turned al.

1o i i
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Wi and it takes meither a Harvard lau Gegree Nor yesers
= 2Lll, ahuuld have LeBn qone,

o Lt went even larvher, i1t uvad
lips o on & photegraph, at irst by iltlc nature, then
fie vostovition tu what it shows, and second, on such & small scale theé

lo nlesing rimsell, te can only do sc epproximately. Yo confuse this

@ the
TE ool t Irom un® b oae took She pleture, L1i transiated uis

onte enother phobograph where 18 other identifications had

¥

s

not soantily; the nswes ol the streets lettered in.

1

the very smell scale used, becsasuse it is an

o

with, not taken from dirsctly overhsad, in

L, snows aboul lo tincs more area tonan Ls

ddentilying £1ltgens, the rresidentigl car

> and the pofint et which &4ltgens saw the last

it the Presadent in the head., This,; cf course, only if an

nh was desirable, 1f there wes a legtimabve, need for

uslings on 2erial pnotopsaph, it should heve been taken fron dirvectly

not to cestroy perspsctive, Lv should have been of

stipuld have been used with olher photogravhs,

vhotvograph, which lg never once referred to in

)
2]
o
¥
[
o
ED
Jd
H
Q
o
[
[e]
°

g, g cmegsse ok
#ltgens uas & vebteran Associated Fress photosm

= o

opsrator whe also is & news photo editor and a

SRotne very oeplinning ol his testimony, he volunteered the infor-

Lon thaet be wes dendied access. Lo, the.oyerpass 0 by wailormed-police . s .
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cimetely opposite the west end of the 8x-

-, kltzens, Yes, sir; and if I hed a picture I could probably

show you exactly where I was siending, I did show it to Agent Swltzer,

T would he of any Lo you,
T, . Yes:; I would 1ike to lecate thet grot., T show 7ou
" . 5 . . 3 - N P
“ N 08, wideh is an serial view of the ximw Lhat we have besn

(Bnother version of the Altgens nhotograph is,ixhibig 369 on o
. GAT wile Poy the purpose of logcaving

his orasp at his throat more

mission versions, shous Gov., Connally fairly clear

Py

srnar 218 not o turn arcund at the Plirst shnt as he said,)

noed lawyver or imvestigator would have ashed Altpgens

; T B
ing So the follio

3

would put me et sonroximately this avea hero,

SR s i ' P it e AR
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he knew thatwould be the correct focus, "and I had my camera

almost %o my eye when it happensd and that's as far as I got with my
camers." Not knowing that the President had been shot previously,
chinking the sounds were fireworks, he was shocked by what he saw and

ssed hds opportunity. "It stunned me so at what I saw that I railed

ey

: 4 " 1t
to do my duty and make the picture that I waes hoping %o make. He dig

nol mesr he wes hoping to get the shot of the President being killed,

but he was hoping for & close-up view of the President and didn't get
that, After taking his lsat shot and because he was interested in

whether or not anyone else had been hit, he moved to the north side of

looking from the Depository windows (later he describes them as "leaning

Altgens then started up the incline becauss so many people, in-

"ficers, were going in that direction. He thought possibly
the assasain might have been there., He took another “"long look around
before I gstarted my dash back to the office ..."

VT ell the versions of the Altgens! picture Lisbeler could use,

more than hall of the right.hand side cropped off, This photogreph,
idenvified as Exhibit 203, occupies only epproximatd¥y 1/3 of p.58L,

the rest of which 1s blenk., Instead of golng into the plcture and what
it showed, Liebeler wants to know &f Altgens recogniszes any ol the people

'

This was Liebeler's basis for a major diversion when,as soon hap-
pensd, 1t became necessary. Even here, Liebeler digresses unnecessari-

1 Altgens a question the answer to which Altgens had previaus@

volunteered, about whether or not the President had reacted. {p.519)

toe ‘;‘,....(é f e e en e g s

ook R g



Again Liebeler leads 41tgens into a discussion of the number and fre-
quency of the shots, although Altgens hed made it very clear he is
stoin there was & first and a last and how many there were in between
¥now. Altgens was aboslutely possitive that the last¥ shot
vas “he one that struck the Fresident in the head, He wes soon to glve

~ sommenssnse explanationr of not only his recollection bub the

B

-
: V€

logile of this., (p.520)

s Altgens said he was sbout 30 feet away from the Presidential

dispute him, not in the proper way, by means of Altgenst' photograph,

camera and the taking of & similar photograph, but by arguing. {(p.520)
After snother page of argument, Altkens said he didn't move from T
the time he took the pletuve until the time he missed the picture of

ident receiving the fatal injury. If he did, he said, 1t could

ssen only ebout a step or so. As he points out, the pressnce of

motoreveis policemen on the Pyrgsidentis side would heve prscluded much

i

more movement, On his own, Altgens atbempts to bring in identifying .

such 28 the tree behind the Fresident.

febeler finally brings his worries into the open:
"y, Liebeler. Now, the thing that is troubléng me, though, Mr.
ig that you say the car was 30 feet away at the time you ﬁook

he time at which the first shot

L R AN

¥p, Liebeler. 4&nd that it was 15 feet away at the time the third

¥r. #ltgens. Yes, sir,




5 AT b eres 1 @
Ad e ALUPFEnS

My, Liebsler., But during that periocd of time the car moved

Mr, Altgens. Yes, sir.,
My, Liebeler. I don't knew how many feet it moved, but 1t moved
guite & weys from the time the first shot was fired until the tims the

]

[

rd shot was Plred. I'm having trouble on this Exhibit Vo, 203 under.

34

standing how you could have been within 30 feet of the Presidentts car
when you took Commission Exhibit No., 203 and within 15 feet of the

President's car when ;;g wes hit with the last shot in the head without
having moved yourself. UNow, you have previously indicated thatyou wers

right beside the Presidentts car whenhs was hit in the hesd,

Altgens. well, I was about 15 fest from 1it.
Yr. Liebeler, DBut 1t was almost directly in front of you as it
went down the strest; isn't that righte

Mr, Altgens, Yes., (p.521)

Mr, Liebeler. 4#m I wrong, or isn't it correct that under that . ..

testimony the car couldn't have moved very far down Elm Street between

you took Exhibit No, 203, which you took when the first shot

was #ired, and the time that you say his head being hit, which was the

gshot was firsd?
Mr, #ltgens, Well, I have to take into consideration the law
governing photographic materials and the ﬁse of optics in cemeras -

&
lenses . and whily my camera may have been set on & distance of 30 feet,
thers Is & plus or minus area in which the focus still is maintained,

that thils i1s appproximetely 30 feet because thet's what I have

Bl on my camers,

Mr, Liebeler., 4nd you say.§xhibiﬁm§a. 203 wes taken .about. 30.-£68 b -

ey ?



Mr. Altgens., But it might be L0 feet, but I couldn't say that

(£ $13
15 ny focus might extend 20 feet and it might also be reduced to
10 feet, but my focusing wes in that general ares of 30 feet, I believs,

17 you will letv me say something further here about this plcture -
Mr, Liebeler. Go shead,
Mr., Altgens, Fossibly I could step this off myself from this po-

where
gition, bthis appreximete position whimk I was stending and step off the

marsr thet I can find in the ares and I can probably step it off or

b off and get the exact footage, 1 was just going by the

markings on ny camere,

7

Mr, Liebeler. The important thing is - it's not all that impor-

as bto how far you were away from the car at the time you tock the
picture - the thing that I want bo establish is that you are sbsoluteld. ... .

sure that you took Exhibig No. 203 et sbout the time the first shot was

and that you are quite § sure also in your oun mind that there

no shots fired after you saw the President hit in the head.

Mr. Altgens. That is correct; in both cases.” (p.522)
There are many obvious flaws in Liebeler's reasoning. For exampls,

T ' o e
he is assuming and dong so entirely incorrectly that the Altgens photo-

shows §the President at the moment he was struck by the first

bullet. 4 comparison of this photograph with ¢lips from the Zapruder
f11m shows the Fresident had besn hit relatively = long time befors the

photograph by Altgens was snapped,

Notice the alacrity with which Liebeler, on behalf of the. COmmigm wsmitmm o

sion, refuses Altgens' challenge, politely phrased as an offer, %o



icate the whole thing. To have accepted Altgens' offer wouldhave
besn te destroy the invalld prosecution case the Commission wes com-
structing, After sll, if the Commission had been sincerely interestsd
in getting all the information 1t couvld from Aligens (as he himselfl
infers leter), it would not have waited until 8 months to the day

» the assassination to call him, and it would not heve avoided

having all the necessary equipment and other materials, including en

ment of the full negative. In sasing sway from Altgens! offer

nge, inadvertently Liebelsr lets the truth slip out when he

said, "it's not at all that important aagto how far you were away from
the car at the time yoy took the picture ,..”

could possibly have been more important than just that,

which 1g precisely the reason Liebeler and ths Commission were avoiding

1t and preclsely the reason Lisbeler immediately changed the subject,
feanwhile, he hed already lald & foundation for convineing the Commige - e

da %,
noth

1t Altpens didn't know what he was talking sbout,

L9
fid]

And in changing the subject back to the number of shots, the
least significant testimony that could have been adduced from Altgens,
Lisbeler gave the photographer & o chance to make a very logical and
commonsense observation: Y,.. bub it saemed obviam s to me afterwards

thet thsre wouldn't be another shot irf the sniper saw what damage he

5
et

He did enough damage to create enough attention to the fect that
everybody knew he was firing & gun., Anbther shot would have truly
glven him away, because everybody was looking for him,.,." (p.522)
Taen for ancther wild-goose chase: Liebeler goes into the
claeims with which Altgens had h&dwabaqlutély nothing to do, that Billyewsssmmon . .
Lovelady was really Lee Harvey Oswald, Altgens had already made it

clear ne didn't and had never known anybody at the Book DPepository.

{p,5o00)%
Vidve Dendl

o i S 4 e . it 5 4 ot vttty ong



to add comment, ons of which was about his subsequent look to-

N . "
wards the Eook Depository. He sald of the K&graes he saw, “they were

1

5 2 t
out &s though they were looking for something. Pronm the

saild he did between the time the President wes shot in

sitions in the window. This is importent in time reconstructions. It

tends to show, when considered with the testimony of the Negross them. - ==
selvss, that they stayed on the fifth floor for quite a while, rela.

speaking, alfter the shots were fired. FRemember, they said they

Beard no cone moving, running, welking on the sixth floor or coming
down from i1t, Altgens slso referred to having seen & numbsr of people

in the windows of the bullding scross the street from the Book Deposi-

tory. Even the cropped version used by tﬁa Agsociated Press shows this
is ¢ on The second floor, and that photograph shows only the first
thres Cloors, { .523)
Altgens also refers to his conversation with a& policeman who hed
4 threswheeled motoreyele, ha¥f complaining and half pointing out the
hazard of all the people on the overpass {(p.52l). e

£ o

Tter almost a page of o further discussion abulit the picture as
~% 12 used as a basls for the claim that Oswald was in the doorway and

conversetion with Bonafede of a Chicago paper and Magy

rently with the London Dally News, Liebeler thanks Altgens

e e TR e

Tor appesring., He said Altgens!? testimon? had been helpful "to the
extent that it helved to establish the timing of the shots and I'm glad
vou geve it to us.” (p.525)

&

"he importence of the testimony Altgens could have given wes to



the locatlion of cthe Presidential car atcbhe time of the shots.
Altgens® lest comment is a commentary not only upon his testimony, but
upon the attitude of the shaff of the Commission! Twell, I wish T hed
been sble to give this information to you the next day when it was

fresh on my wind because 6 months or so later {it was 8 months), some-

times the facts might be just & little bit off and I hste to ses it

£ 7 - %
wey. (p.525)

Larry, this picture in i1ts complete form and his tedtimon 5

which is quite credible, confirm that Kennedy was, in fact, shot prior

earliest polnt the Commission postulates, I personally believe

nner in which he was hendled reveals the Commissionts knowledge
and understending of his potential in destroying their entire case,

1 also beliwve the feact that probably Youngblood, and certainly a Sscret

i

ice agent in the Vige Frestdential Tollowup, or fourth, car, clearly

o

-

mderstood whst had happened and were reacting properly., HNo matter how
instantaneous their resction, they do take sometime when time is measured

with an eon 4.8 seconds,

I bave eariier notes on this picture,




