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Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Mr. Joe
Alsop, 11/25/63, 10:40 a.m.

While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives
staff observed the following inaccuracies in the transcript:
On page 3, the transcript reads:
JA (Cont’d): "...I suggest that you announce that as
you do not want the Attorney General to have the clean,
full, responsibility of reporting...."

On page 3, the transcript reads:

JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the
public everything of the FBI that is relevant....”

The archives staff heard:
On page 3:
JA (Cont’d): "...I suggest that you announce that as
you do not want the Attorney General to have the
painful responsibility of reporting...."
On page 3:
JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the

public everything of the FBI evidence that is
relevant....”

Claudia Anderson
Archivist
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATICHN BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND

MR. JOE ALSQOP

LBJ: Joe ?

JAs Yes, Mr. President.

LBJ: I appreciate very much your calling...

JB: Well, you tmow what I feel abort you and you kmow how I ... well,

I put it all in the lettss...

LBJ: . .he has ordered or will order during the day, probably right after
the funeral, a state court of inquiry headed by the Attorney General
which he will have associated with him ome or two of the outstanding
civil liberties jurists in the country, perhaps Jarwarski who
represented the Attorney Gemszal im the 5th Circuit negro case or
some of the trial lawyers of America or Dean Story, or...

JA: You mean, somsbody {rom cutside of Texzs ?

L3J: No, they're going to have FBI {rom outside Texas, but this is under
Texas law and they take all the invelvercents and we don't send in a
bunch of carpet-baggers ...that's the worse thing he could do right
BOW. ¢ o

JA: You think so. ..

L3J: I znow. .. well, we've got the FBI deing anything that..if there's any

question about Texas operation, they've got an FBI that's going to the
bottom of it and direct with the Attornsy Geseral. .but paralleling that
is the blue ribbon state board of ingquiry headed by the billiant Attorney
General and associated with him somabedy like say John Garwood.
Will dayton's son-in-law, who was a bkilliant Suprems Court Justice
that’s retired...somabedy like Roberts did at Pearl Harbor...and
that's what the Attorney General is deing...now, if we bave another
Commission. hell, you're gomna have pecple rumning over each other
and everybody agreed. . now [ kmow that some of the lawyers. . they
thought of the blue ribbon commission frst, the Justice, and we just
can’t have them lobbying them against the President, when he makes
these decisions. We decided that the best thing to do, aumber one
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to put xm FBI in full force, number tweo to put the State in full force..

Nobody. . . nobady. . . Mr. President, is lobbying me, Ilay awake all
pight. ..

They’re not lobbying you, they're lobbying ms....last night. I
spent the day om it. ..l had to leave Mrs. Keome dy's side at the
White House and call 2nd ask the Secret Service and FBI to proceed
immediately. ..l spent most of my day on this thing, yesterday. 1
had the Attornsy Generzl from Teazas fly in hers...I spent an hour
and a half with him yestsrday evening..l talked to the Justice Dept.
lawyers and to the FBI and the FBI is of the opinion that the wisest,
quickest, ablest, most effective way to go about it is for them to
thoroughly study it and bring in a written repert to the Attormey
General at the earliest possible date which they've been working on
since 12:30 yesterday. Number one...and they bave information
that is available to wo one..that has not been presented thus far and
go forth. .. Number two. .to parallel that, we’re having a blue ribbon
court of inquiry. ..

In Texas?
In Texas...where this thing occurred...

Mr. President, just let me give you my political judgment on the thing.
I think you've done everything that could probably be dons..

We just don’t want to be in a poaition. ..I'll make this ons more state-
ment and then I'm through....l wamt to hear you....we don't want to
be in the position of saying that we have come in to 2 state other

than the FBL . that they pretty well accept. . . but some outsiders have
told them that their integrity is no goed and that we’re going to have
some carpetbag trials...we can‘t haul off psople from New York and
try them in Jackson, Mississippi..and we car’t haul off people from
Dallas and try them in New Yorzk...

I see that, Mr. President...but let ma. ..
It is their comstitutional right....ge ahead.. .now. .

Let me make one suggesticn because I think this covers...l think
this bridges the gap which I belisve and Dean Acheson believes seill

e
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exists. . .beisg..and Bill Moyers is the ealy persan I've talked to -

sbeut i&. ..and Frieadly i{s going to come out temorrsw merzing
with a big thing about a..a blue ribbes cemmissien which he thought

of independently. . .it ian’t Justice Degantmsnt Iswyers who avs
carrying ou this. .it's just things happensd thought of by a lot pecple
and you thought ef more than ... mere details tham anyome else..and
I'm sure yeu'ze right except there’s eus taissing plecs. . .1 suggest
that you aEmOGDCE that a8 you do mst want the Attornsy Geasral to
have ths cless, full, respaasibilily of repozting on his cwn brother's
assassisation, Mmhnmhnndﬁc&mjumuadlwdd
nuntmtm.jum:n‘t—“!wj:ﬂmbuﬂc-m
the evidence by the FBI aad produce a veport te the satien for the
pation, . .and after the investigation i comgleted. .. 80 that the
ecountzy will have the stery judicially reviewsd, eutside Texns and
if you teil Bill Moyers to call up Fricadly and if you'll get out a
special szssumcermsnt this afierasen, you'se going to maks &
marveions. .. well, you've alresdy mmds a marvelous start...you
m«w;wmmra-mm...mrw
sever seen anything like it, you've bees simply marvelous in the
moet painful cirenmstances but I do foel that there is that omeh of
a gap and I'm sure that if Mbyers calle Friendly, you have a tarrific -
suppost from the Washington Pest and from the whols of the rest of
the press imstastly...

I'll ruis both procedures we've got, though....

Ne you won't...29 you won't. .. fust uss the procedurss you've got

and add to those prucedures a statermest saying that "when the FBI

bas compieisd its werk, when 4§ has campletsd its work...as you do
act wish to inflict om the Attoraey General, the painful task of reviewing
the evidence concerning his owa Drother's assassisation. . . yeu have
asked twe or three, imciuding I weuld inciuds the best judge o= the Texas
bench. . . Amsricsa jurists beyend, o individusls, Dean Acheson, for
szample, two or thres indidiveais beyend any pessible suspicien

as te their independsoce and lmpustiality, (o draw up a writtsn report
gmmm,&u«:««ma&m&nm selavast and then

you will have this writtan repert../net Tamas which tells ths whole
story which is based on the Fil evidsees ...k dossn’t nsed'to use

the things that the FBI says can’t be used...sud yet will eazry
absalute sonviction and will just be that 1ittie extra added to the
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adrrirable machinery that yeu've already got that will earry
complete coaviction. .. '

My iawyers, though, Jos. tell me thas the White House must not ///"ﬂj"/
.« . the President. . . mnst ast imjset himself into local killings... W

lagm-iththnt...butiathhauitdoc:hmatobcthckmmg W
of the Presidemt. . . and the thing is..% am act suggesting issus...

I know that. ..

Mind you, mind you, br. President, I’z ast talking about an M‘ﬂjé
investigative body, I am talking about a bedy which will take all the
evidence the FBI has amassed when they have completed thelir

inquiry and preducs a public repost on the death of the Presidant.

That, I think, you ses, that iz not am imterference in Temas...

Ko, but i8'8..

Wait 2 second, BOW...that is a way to traasmit to the public,
without breach of confidencs. ..and in a way that will carry absolute
conviction efihat the FBI has turned up...-

Why can't the FBI transmit it?

Bscause 2o oDS. . - again. . .on the lef thay won't belisve the FBL..
and the FBI doesn’t writs very weil...

You mean, Nick Katzgnbach?

Well, I just woulda't put it om Bebby and Nick Katzeabsch...l'd have it
outside. ..l think i2's uafair te put it cn Bebby...it is his own brother’s

daath... - ?
Hot going to touch it om Bebbdy. .. we’ze putting it om the fnest jurists
in the land...former head of ths American BxT Association...that's

samber cns that wa're putting it on. . .then we're putting it.om the
top investigative ageney and askisg them to writs a report...

I'm pot...'=m Dot suggesting that you appoiat an additional iavestigating
eommissics. . .I'm just suggesting that if you want to earry absoluts
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convictions. . .this very small addition to the admirable nmchinary
mmunmdym...-mmpmmxh.nmma-m
etznthe imagination of the country and be a very useful, bappy
thing ...and the mas asks if you have twe seconds...this aftsragon..
for example. . .28k Dezn Achesos. ..hs’s the man to ask...l see all
the argurmsats you maks and you're dead right and I'm mot...my
ampﬁmbmmﬁﬁdym...hﬂl&mm&ha&mm
feature is nseded..

I talked t9...1 gusss, after midaight last might...
Well § kaow how you must have bess cemcsrmed. ..

the ablest, the trusst civil libesties Iawysr in this towa in my
judgment. .the man that's made the best arguments before the Suprsme
Court and it was his judgement the worst mistake we could mmke

.o o gotting txapped. ..

And, I new gse szactly how right yes are and how wrong I was about
thig idsa of 2 biue ribboa commissicn...

that
Now, you sse, Katzenbach puggested that and Epprovoked it..the
lawysrs amd ths council just hit the ceiling...asaid, my God Almighty. .

1 see... 50e...] sse that you're right and be was wrong..what I do

Then I calied back to Katenbach and I thought he aecepted ....

Well, I doa’t keow asything abeut Xatesabach. .. haven't talksd to him
for three wesks. .but what I am suggesting is wot at all what Katzenbach
suggested., . .1 am suggesting simply a devics...

Weil, iot me talk to Achsses avd.co e

for summing up the resuit of the ¥BI iaguiry iz 2 way that will be

co y coherent, dstailed. and will carry unchallengeable
comvicticns and this carrying couviction is just a6 important as carrying
on the isvastigation ..in ths right way...aand I worzy sbout thie Post

s

Copy LBJ Library



S —

JA

=f=

{Cont'd) editarial...’d like you to get ahead of them. ..

LBJ:

JAs

FAz

LBJ:

JAz

LBJ:

Jaz

And, ] worry sbout the Post, pezind...b=ut...

Well, Ido ta0....but I'd like you to get abssd of them and if you have...
§{ you maks this decision and have Moyers call Friendly or Kay
instead ef being. .. well, you keow. ...this is what we ought to do...
this is what ought to be dsns and them what you do being dencunced

as inadequuts, they’'ll be puxt so hard and will do you a tremendous
piecs and I'm sure you will have the stroagest possible suppozt...

it will be thought that sverything has basn done that sseds doing

and. . .but I do thipk ... my own jadgment is that there is that little
missing piecs...and, Dean, =ay disagree and you taik o him

L]

1 talk fo him and. ..

And, Ihate to isterfers, sir...] oanly dare to do se because I caze so
mueh about ¥98...-

I know that, Jo@....

And I have the despest faith in you and I think you've been right and
Fve besn wroag..a8 to the general conception. ..

I‘s act & guastion...it’s not really my thinking...I'm not enough
experisnced...

= really...what I'm really homestly giving you {s public relation
advice aud not legal advice..

Well. . . I’m a8t bounded. . .1 doa’t have a defimite civil liberties picture
that some of the dolks that have werked en this with ms..l bad a lawyer
left my house sround miduight ..and spemt, I guses, thrse or four
hours going over this thing from 4 ta Z..after the Attozney Geaaral
was calied in here yosterday afterncen ..and afier the FBI was put an it
. s caftar wa tald Sscret Service to mmks available everything they bad...
and, we thought, that this was the best way to handle i£...
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Well, Mz, Presidem...l repest. ..l mmst aot kesp you because you'll
be late getting inte your trousess. . .but I repeat. . .1 think your dscisions
have boen 200% right zad I was wreng. ..{rem the public relations
stasdpoint and from the standpaint of carrying conviction...there is
that missiag key which is ezsy to supply without infringing upon Texas
feelings or sovereigniy...

Thank you, my {risnd.. Bys..

Goodbye. ..
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