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.. PURPOSE: To provide facts pertinent to matters raised by

* Francis X. Lilly, Attorney for Special Agent James P, -
Hosty, Jr., and to recommend acknowledgement of Lilly's letter
to the Director. (U) o R ’
SINOPSIS: In a letter to the Director, SA Hosty's Attorney
advises that Hosty, prior to the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy, was not aware of Oswald's visit to Hexiceo
City nor of the persons Oswald saw there, that classified
information pertaining to this visit was withheld from Hosty
and that Bureau regulations would have precluded Hosty's
interview of Oswald prior to President Kennedy's assassination.
Details set forth rebut, in whole or in part, these contentions

of Lilly. (U)
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RECOI'ENDATION: That attached letter be sent to Attorney
Tilly. (U)

SEE REVIRSE : R eferred "

SIDZ FIR ,
LASEIIICATIOT - Classified by w

ACRRCT Declassify on: QADR

DETAILS: Francis X. Lilly, personal Attorney for SA James P.
Hosty, Jr., Kansas City Division, by letter to the Director,
with copy to SA Drew J. Clark, of September 19, 1978, attached,

advised in part as follows: (U)

" ..prior to the assassination, certain information .
was not known to Special Agent Hosty. In particular,
he had not been advised of the visit of Lee Harvey
Oswald to Mexico City and was not aware of the people
to whom Oswald spoke while in Mexico City. Nor did he
know the real identity of those people.” (U)
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B Referring to classified information pertaining ¢o Oswald's
Mexico City visit, Lilly contends:

®_ .this information was not made available ¢to -

~ SA Hosty.” and ",..it is doubtful whether Bursau
regulations would have allowed Mr. Hosty ¢o inter- .- -
view Oswald even had additional information been )
made availsble to him." (U)
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Information being furnished has been gleaned {rom
a review of the original Bureau file (105-82555) and original
[allas file (100-10461) on Lee Harvey Oswald and from the
Decerber 3, 1975, Bureau letter to the Attorney General
captioned "Assassination of President John P. Kennedy® which
gset forth the results of an FBI inquiry into Hosty's knowledge
of the Lee Harvey Oswald visit to Mexico City prior ¢e -+ -
President Kennedy's assassination. (U) .

Contrary to Lilly's contention, a "SECRET"™ -’
October 22, 1963, airtel from Dallas to the Bureau, bearing
dictator initiales of "JPE", advised FBI Eeadquarters that
8A James P. Hosty received information from Immigragion gnd

: : er 1 1963,

r ’ . were block stamped into ,

October 25, 1963, were routinely channeled to Fosty by the Loer
Desk on October 28, 1963, and were not retrieved from Hosty's
personal workbox until after the assassination on Kovermber 22,
1963, according to & notation on Dallas serial 100-10861-50

by Dallas Supervisor Kemneth C. Howe, to wit: (Bfu)

"48-49-50 ¢/o0 (or ‘go') to JPH 10-28-63. Obteined
from his box and initialed into file ¢o complete
file following 11-22-63 E" (U)

In short, absent special mitigating circumstances, it is unusual
Por any Agent to cleim ignorance of the contents of three
communications residing in his personal workbox for approximately
twenty-six days. Dallas file 100-10461-%8, -89, -50 and Bureau
Pile 105-82555-482 and -83. Bureau file serial 53 ecorresponds

to Dallas serial 48 and is eclassified “SECRET". (U}
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A review of the Ialles Pleld Office flle refleets.
tl.et_Festy, the ease Arent, was routinely furnished clessified
infermaticn end gearuniestions in the lee Hervey Cswald ease.
i2lso, ¢a Hovesmbter 22, 1563, Sellas recclived & Hevesder 19, 1963,
gornuniesticn fror the Washington Pleld Office eontaining <o _
clessifiled Infor=aticn relatings to Os»3ld’'s visit te Hexlee {ity. ..
Bureau file 105-82555-73 ané lsllss file 3102-108€3-57. &X)u) -

Thie gerr=unication was routinely shanneled %o Hosly
a8 $ncicated Ly Fosty's nars sppearinmz in the eprropriate
place 4n the block stawmp. Losty's nexe was Shen ercssed - .
out a2nd ¢he seriel was initizled %o file by fuperviser howe.
It aprears that this eommunricetion, while erizinally dirested .
0 Losty. was vetrieved froo elannels ty Superviser bowe after
the astsesiration on Yoveeler 22, 1863, shersuden he sressed
outl losty's nare in the bloex stemp, as was ¢ons on Dellas
gertals BE, 8% and $¢, and initialed ghom S0 file iz erder
that & eoxolete file on Cswald might Be assentled. Hosty aay
or may not have seen this serial prior to the assassination
en lLovester 22, 1%£3, dut there ie esrtainly mo data to suggest
t:¢ waz ever denfed elagsified inforvsation pertinent to his
czi6 ©n (8%8l¢ pricr to the asssssinetion. <Classified infor-
sesion waa econtained in the Cswalda file ang Fosty waz frese
o revicw same. (U) L

Pest resezrch in the lee Earvey Cewald file disecleses
ro Justificstion for & states=ent that Bureau reruletions would
havs precluded interview of Cswald prior to the s2sagssinatien
of President Kenredy im Cetoler or ¥cverder, 3983.[ & - -
Decscrter 30, 15£3, meroranius froa J. . CGale to M. Tolsen
refcrring to the Ceswald investigetion, states in part, Uis
wife ahould dave Yeen irnterviewsd before the assassinatien
ang $nvestiration fntensified-not held in aleyance-after
Cawgld eontacted the &oviet Frdassy 4n Fexice.' Wiile reference
to 3mvestiratien intensified”™ does mot gyecificslly state
thit Cawald should have deen intervieved, there 48 no Justi-
ficaticn for assurimr thet an intensified investicatien would
heve exclucdel an interviev of Oswelé. 4n Acent with ¥oesty's
experisnce (LUl Jamuary 21, 1552.) would be expected te conduct
$hie irnterviex of & seeurity subjeet without soxpromising
elnssified inforsgtion. Alse, Cawald had been Interviewed
previcusly ty Bureau Arents on June 2C, 39£2, Zugust 16, 1982,
and Augzust 19, 1953:] ) %
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It 48 felt that Attorney Lilly's letter should de -
acknowledged without detsil as any specific rebuttal involves
reference to information and communications which ere still
classified. (U)




