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light only last week, may show two pbrsons not ene, in the 61‘11- 2
floor window of the Texas School Book Depository building mit
utes before the fatal shots were fired.

Robert J. Greden, a film technician
who has worked for the House Assassi-

nations Committee, “enhanced” a short .

strip of movie film taken by zn ama-
teur photographer that fatal noontime
on Nov. 22, 1963.

“You can actually see one figure

i';walking back and forth hurricdly,”

. Groden sald. “I think what was hapuen-
© ing there is the sniper's nest was actu
ally being completed just prior 2o e
shots being fired.”
If his interpretation is correct,
would disprove the Warren LCom:y
~ sion conclusion that Kennedy wag <hu
by a single assassin — Lee Harvey
Oswald ~ working alone,
Groden, of Hope Lawn, N.J., is a atatf
conshltant on photogrephie evidence
! '!ox‘ um !lousc Assussinations
¥

“nend that led 10 the mopun!m of thy
assassination {nvestigation.

The Jatest film, the third ‘nmwn
motion plcture of the scene, wag tuken
hy amateur photourapher Charles !,
Yronson, chiof metaurgist tor an Ada,

- OXla, ofl too) company. It wag shot .
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By EARL GOLZ
©rhe Dellas Morning News, 1978

A film of the Jokn F. Kennedy assassination site, nrouom to
- light only last week, may show two persons, not one, in the 6th-
floor window of the Texas School Book Depository bmldmg mm»
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Robert J. Groden, a film technician
- 'who has worked for the House Assassi-

strip of movie film taken by an ama-
teur photographer that fatal noontime
on Nov. 22, 1963. ’

“You can actually see one fxgure
walking back and forth hurriedly,”
‘Groden said. “I think what was happen-
- ing there is the sniper’s nest was actn-

ally being completed just prior to the
shots being fired.” .

If his interpretation is correct, it
would disprove the Warren Commis-
- sion conclusicn that Kennedy was shot
by a single assassin — Lee Harvey
Oswald — working alone.

Groden, of Hope Lawn, N.JI., is a staff
" comsultant on photographic evidence
for the House Assassinations Commit-
tee.. It was his enhancement of the

" school book depository building and
includes a scene where an ambulance
made a sick call at the depository build-
- ing about 12:24 p.;m., six minutes before
Kennedy was kiiled. -

That scene, shot with a wide-angle
- lens, shows the school book depository
and the Sth-floor window from where,
the Warren Commission concluded,
the fatal shots were fired.

©Charles L. Bronson, 1978 All Rights Reserved
nen Wlud:.ws of *21«‘a Taxas School Book Devosuorv

utes befor e the fatal shots were fired.

-

Lations Cornmittee, ‘enhanced” a snort -

Enhanced photographs
from a 15-year-ld film seem 1o -
indicate two figures in the 6th-
floor windows of the Texss

School Book Depository. Those
photegraphs appear on Page
12A.

Other m -

@ Witnesses say they saw Lee
Harvey Oswald in the deposi-
tory lunchroom near the time
of the assessination — buot the -
FBI treated their testimony in ">

@Process * for enlarging
frames from the Bronson film
explained, Page 134,
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who has worked for {4 House Assassi
strip of movie tiln taken by an ama-
teur photographer that fatal noontime
on Nov. 22, 1963, :

“You' can actually see ore figurs
walking back and forth hurrie
Groden said. “I think what was happen-
ing there is the sniper’s nest was actu-
ally being completed just prior to the
shots being fired.”

If his interpretation is correct, it
would disprove the Warren Commis-
sicn conclusion that Kennedy was shot
by a single assassin — Lee Harvey
Oswald -~ working alone.

Groden, of Hope Lawn, N.J., is a staff
" consu'tant on photographic evidence
for the House Assassinations Commit-
tee. It was his enhancement of the
Abraham Zapruder coior film of the

head that led to the reopening of the
assassination investigation.

~ The latest film, the third known
motion picture of the scene, was taken
by amateur photographer Charles L.
Bronson, chief metallurgist for an Ada,
OKla., oil tool company. It was shot
from about & block away from the
school book depository building and
includes a scene where an ambulance
made a sick call at the depository build-

Kennedy was killed.

That scene, shot with a wide-angle
lens, shows the school book depository
and the 6th-floor window from where,
the ‘Warren Commission concluded,
the fatal shots were fired.

Bronsoxn's film was viewed in 1963
by an FBI agent who reported that it
- “failed to show the building from

which the shots were fired.” Agent Mil-
o : ton L. Newsom reported that the film
- : < “did depict the-president’s car atthe

5 precise time shots were fired; however,
¢ the pictures were not sufficiently clear
for identification purposes.”

Because of this, the film was never
used in any investigation of the assassi-
nation. Its existence was discoversd
when it was listed among 90,000 pages
of FBI assassination documents declas-

< sified last December and Janunary.

The Dallas Morning News recently
located Bronson and the original color
movie film and commissioned Groden
to analyze that portion of it showing
the 6th-floor double window of the
school book depository.

Groden is continuing to analyze the
film, but issued a preliminary opinion
that “simultaneous movement” can be
seen in the window. At the time the
film was taken, there supposedly was
no one on the sixth floor of the school
book depository building. Not even
Oswald admitted to authorities he was
then on the sixth flecor, and one wit-
ness said she saw him in the 2nd-
floor lunchroom only minutes earlier.

Before Oswald was shot to death
Nov. 24, 1963, by Dallas nightclub
owner Jack Ruby in the basement of
Dallas police headquarters, he repeat-

é A . ©Charles L. Bronson, 1978 All Rights Reserved .
he open windows of the Texas School Book Depository.

been enhanesed and enlargements of the window area
ge 12A.
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at Mathews Ridge, the court nearest-to
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la. The svicicss appar-+t Temple agricultural settlement after
e aboutan hour later. ' the bizarre death rite last Saturday,
ect members were take and 46 more were at the temple’s
for questioning by‘g Georgetown headquarters at the time.
orities last week, but no” % Searches have produced no indica-
been announced against 4_t10n that any others escaped and
jremain in the dense jungle around
Jonestown, 150 miles northwest of the
South American capital city of George-
town. '

Ourt appearance for the
Beikman, a sect member
i1l be Dec. 4 in George-

naticns Committee, "enhanced” a short

fatal shot being fired into Kennedy’s -

ing about 12:24 p.m,, six minutes before

- Enhanced px.otognphs i
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indicate two fizures | in the 6th- -
floor windows of the Tsxas
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® Witnesses sx:
Harvey Oswsald in ue dqxs*-
.. 10Ty lunchroors mear the time
of the assassinstion — b .
FBI treated their testimony in
. doubtfal : fashion, Page 134
® Charies L ‘Bronson’s mis-
take in psing 3 wideenglo leps
may have given Americans &
little broader look at a sed. pm
of history, Page 13A. - & .
® Memory of the. a‘s&.ssma»
tion haunted Brobson. and..
moved him to write z letier:
about the event, Page 3134, - -

eProcess ' for  enlerging .-
frames from the Bronssn film
explained, Page 13A.
o st
insisted someone had made him &

“patsy” in the assassination.

School book depository employee
Bonnie Ray Williams acxnow)edged ‘se :
was the last person kpown 1o have,
been on the sixit: floor before
assassination. He told the Warre: %
mission he could see no one when he
12ft the cixth floor 2t abept. 12:20 pw.
after eating his lunch there, This wis
about four minutes before Bronson's

film was teken.

Two witnesses standing a‘ong Ho‘i‘:
ton Street less than one block fi¢
school bock depository buiiding toid
the Warren Commission they saw two-
men with a gun in different but nearby
windows of the building at about the
time Bronson was filming. It¢ Warren
Commission, however, discountf«d
their stories. : - -

“There is no question that there 1s
movement (in Bronson’s window
film),” Groden said. “And I'm- sure,
given time and money, a computer:
couid probably clarify the Lmages a bzt,
more.” .

One of the persons in the window 1s.'
wearing a magenta, or purplish red;
shirt, Groden szid, and “you can actis
ally see one figure walking back and
forth hurriedly.”

“I think what was happening there.
is the sniper’s nest was actually being
completed just prior to the shots being
fired.” ~

FBI agent \ewsom *newed the
movie with Bronson as soon as it was

edly denied he shot the president and See COMPUTER, Page 13A=§
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Contnued irom Page 1A.
processed at the Eastman Kodak Co.
in Dallasin 1963, -

“He told me the film was of no value
because it didn’t show the book deposi-
tory building,” Bronson said. “I didn’t
realize myself that the building was on
there until a couple of weeks ago.”

Told last week that the film showed
the tuilding and two moving images
framed in the alleged assassin’s
window, Newsom asked whether Bron-
son was “‘certain that’s the film that we
looked at” in 1963.

“Whether or not we actuslly saw
what you are talking about, of course, I
nave 10 way of knowing that,” Newsom
said. “Whatever was reported there in
the m2mo was what we saw.”

Bronson's movie camera captured
the fatal shot to Kennedy’s head as the
open-top: limousine approached the
triple underpass on Elm Street. Jacque-

By KENT BIFFLE

= ©The Dallas Morning News, 1978

< ADA, Okla. — Charles L. Bronson, a
60-year-old metallurgist, has been a
photographer for as long as he can
remem.ber.

>, But it was a mistake he made with a
movie camera on Nov. 22, 1963, that
may make bim famous.

- The chief engineer for Gault Tool
Co., a rock drilling bit manufacturing
compaay in Ada, recalls that he had
equipped himself with a 35 millimeter
Leica Model 3B still camera and an 8
millimeter Keystone movie camera.

. “I thought I was using the telephoto
lens on the movie camera. But that
camera had both a wide-angle lens and
a teiephoto lens. They were both long
lenses. 1 hadn’t had the camera very
long and I wasn'’t too familiar with the
twe lenses. S0 I used the wide-angle
lens rether than the telephoto lens I'd
intendad to use.”

Because he used the wide-angle
lens, his &second footage of an ambu-
lance picking up an epileptic victim an
estimared five minutes before the pres-
identizl ambush included the top of the
frame of the window from which a

sniper would fire on President John F. .

Kenpedy. Had he used the telephoto

lens, he says, the window wouldn't

tave been included in the frame.
Broason.savs he used to print and

—t 8
o ures- oy

-Bronsen'’s still photographs of the motorcade
were crisp and clear — except for this pic-
. ture which was taken as the first shot was
:fired. The sound made Bronson jump and

line Kennedy, clad in her pink suit, can
be seen rising in the rear seat #iter
realizing her husband had been shot.
The Bronson film of the head shot,
taken at a greater distance and show-
ing less detail, is not as dramatic as the
Zaprugder fiim.
Only seconds earlier Bronson used a

'35mm Leica camera to saap a cuior

photo of the first shot that struck Ken-
nedy in the back.

Bronson, who at the time was chief
engineer for Varel Manufacturiag Co.

_of Dallas, took all his film of the rbdeSl‘

nation while perched atop a pedustal at

the southwest corner of Main and -

Houston streets, aiming across Dealey
Plaza toward Elm Street.

He said he took that part of the film
that shows the school bock depository
building when an ambulance arrived

near Houston and Elm streets in

response to a call to aid a man who had

in action

a rock bit maker, where he rose to vice

- president of research and develop-
~ment. He moved to Ada in 1970.

Bronson wasn’t a JFK fan (“I didn’t
vote for him") but he recalls seeing the

‘motorcade route published in the -
- newspaper before the president’s visit.

“I told Frances (his 55-year-oid wife)
at the breakfast table that day: ‘You

-know, I've never seen a president. This
~would be a good opportunity. How

about meeting me at noon and we'll go

- -see him.’
... “We met in the parking lot behmd )
the train station about 12:15 p.m. and

walked toward Elm and Houston. I
stood on an abutment of the colonnade
to get a better view. It was an elevation
of 55 or 60 inches. .

“When I shot the ambulance picking
vp the patient, I had no idea thatIeven
had the window in the school book
depository building.”

Bronson switched from movie cam-

-era to still camera in recording the

motorcade. All his Leica shots are crisp
and clear with the exception of one
that is biurred because he jumped
when the first shot was fired.

Bronson almost immediately
resumed filming with his movie cam-
era and caught six or seven seconds of
the assassination, including the second
hotstrikind tha president’s haad,.
“Snnday. freoiiio talnking

an epxleptzc Sexzure

The revolving red dome hght on the
ambulence is visible in Bronson's film
while the vehicle was parked ¢n Hous
ton, a few feet south of Elm. The police
radio log shows the ambulance arrived
about 12:23 p.m. and left for Parkland
Memorial Hospital at 12:24 p.m.

When he was jeited six.minutes
later by the sound of the first gun shot,
Bronson said, he accidentally triggered
the shutter of his Leica. He got a some-
what blurred image of the iunousine at
about the tiwe the tirst bullet struck
Kennedy in the back, shorily &fter the
vehicle turnegd onto. Eim from Houston
Street.

The resulting photo represents the
first full view of the presidential
limousipe during the first hit, 15 years

_after the fact.

Zapruder, who {ilmed from the per-
gola atop the grassy knoll in Dealey

© Cherles L.Bronson, 1978 All Rights Reserved

blurred the 1mages The “umbrella man” was
(arrow) as
limousine began to pass by the grassy knoll
and Bronson changed positions.

ens error caught images

the bubbletop -

told me he had received the note and

- the film. He said they’d do everything

they could tos*yed up the processing.”

Before the week ended, Bromson
was viewing the results at the Eastman
processing plant with two FBI agents
who studied the pictures.

Bronson’s movie film appears & bit
jerky because, in an attempt to con-
serve film, he had reduced the
camera’s speed from 16 frames to 12
frames per second. He caught about six
or seven seconds of the assassination.

Bronson recalls that the FBI agents .

who sat in on the projection were pri-
marily interested in the assassination
sequence and not the earlier sequence
on the ambulance call.

“l didn’t even notice that window
the first time I saw it,” he said.

In fact, Bronson thought nothing
more about the window in that
sequence until he was approached a
couple of weeks agoc by Earl Golz,
reporter for The News.

Even after Golz succeeded in having
the movie film enlarged and enhanced,
Bronson said he's not sure what he's
seeing. “I'm not real sure.”

Did hie see movement in the window
in the enlarged version?

“It was poxmed outtome.” '© i i

Bronson has since given the 19’8
leica to a daughter as “a sort of
1elrlcom” The movie amera new i

 theépergols Guri

theTorth side of Ri

fllmmg fv % the oD
without & ~:gn to blo
graphed 7=nruder az
i

iThe photo ais<. <l
Lhﬁ’ so-called “wniiire
said hewew conduct
cal protest zimed at |
president was killed
Witt can ¥ i 1
the first sher with |}
exn and ghove nis
ing on the r'ozh  sid
Plaza. :

“Witt. recently tes
House Assassination
he didn’t see the fir
neédy beczuse “as I wi
1 apparently had this
of me for some few st

/as

EARI

2 Qﬁse?gluaﬁor
~Was Lee Harvey
images filmed movi
-window gbout siy m:
dent John F. Kernec
- 0r was Oswaid -

5o

i nesta;a}l?

'Ivm witnesses ha
in or nesr the 2nd-f
the Texas Schoel B
before end "after
would hzve been p
run vy four {Jights
score two direct h
downstairs.

A third witness ¢
‘3:10 men — one wig
double window of ar
depository about th
Bronson’s movie c:
images ‘moving i
window. She said th
cuale Ler by sugges
“boxes.” .

: Mrs. Carolyn Jok
ville, Texas, told T7

- that she saw Oswal

lunchroom as she w
of the depository to v
tial motorcade Nov. ;
She left the buil
she said, or five m
assassination. This 5
mate time Bronscn
images in the 6th-floc
The Warren Coz
depository employee
11:5Sam.
Policeman Marrio
sitory mapager Roy
inithe doorway of t!
lupchroom at 12:32 p

. wées. after. the assass

Hon arises whether

the lunchroom.
Mrs. Johnston. 1

Arnold, was secret:

" Vice president O.V.

she never had read -
two interviews. wit
surprised to learn t¢
tion of her sighting
izachroom. -

~ Mrs. Johnsen saic
thought™ she told th
interviews of her
Oswald In the lur
“that’s the only time

~ing seen hxm"on the
,ganon. =

“I donot recau th;




o dome light or the
vie in Bropson's film
was parked on Hous-
b of Elm. The potice
< ambulance arrived
=d left for Parkiand
at1224p.m.

wited six mrmutes
of the first gun shot.
ccidentally trizgered
Leica. He got a some
e of the limowsize at
e first bullet souck
ck. shortly aftsr the
0 Elm from Horston

hoto represents the
of the prasideztial
ne first hit, 15 vears

filmed frorm the per-
ssy knoll in Dealey

, 1978 All Righ's Reserved

1" was
ble-top
y knoll

es

ived the notz and
ey'd do everyt g
1D the procs ssz.,g.
< ended, Brecoson
111s at the Eastnan
th two FB! agents
ures.
film appears & bit
n attempt to con-
ad reduced the
1 16 frames 15 12
e caught ah»ou! 51X
he assassinaccen.
nat the FBI zgents
‘oj2ction ware pri-
the assassinztion
= carlier sequence
1
tice that window
he said.

m“dow in .Jal.
¥as approacised a
20 by Ear! Golz,
S.

cceeded in having
ed and enhianced,

>t sure wkar ne's
ura.”

=0t in the vwindow
Ll

tome”

e given tre 1923

Plaza, missed the first shot when the
limousine mcved behind a road sign on
thenorth side of Elm Street. Bronson,
filming from the opposite side of Elm
without a siga to block his view, photo-
graphed Zapruder and his secretary on
the pergola urhg the first hit.

iThe photo also shows L. Steven Witt,
the socalled “umbrella man” who has
sald he was conducting a 1-man politi-
cal protest aimed at Kennedy when the
president was killed several feet away.
Witt can be seen in Bronson’s photo of
the first shot with his umbrella fully
open and above his head while stand-
ing on the north side of Elm in Dealey
Plaza.

"Witt recently testified before the
House Assassinations Committee that
he didn't see the first shot strike Ken-
nedy because “as I was moving forward
I apparently had this umbrella in front
of me for some few steps.”

‘ 2]
&

% By 7 EARL GOLZ
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Was Lee Harvey Oswald one of two
images filmed moving in the 6th-floor
window about six minutes before Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy was shot?

Or was Gswald up in the sniper’s
nest at all?

4 Two witnesses have said Oswald was
in'or near the 2nd-floor lunchroom of
the Texas School Book Depository just
before and 'after the shooting. He

wouid bave been pressed for time o
run up four flights of stairs, take aim,
score two direct hits and run back
downstairs.

i“A third witness told the FRI she saw
'WO men — one with a gun — in the
double window of an upper floor of the
deposxtory about the time Charles L.
Bronson S movie camera filmed two
images moving in the 6th-floor
window. She said tae FBI tried to dis-
shade her by sug ggesting she saw only
“boxes.”

§ Mrs. Carolyn Johnston of Stephen-
ville, Texas, told The News last week

-that she saw Oswald in the 2nd-floor
lunchroom as she was on her way out
of the depository to watch the presiden-
nal motorcade Nov. 22, 1963.

. She left the building at 12:25 p.m.,
she said, or five minutes before tne
assassination. This was at the approxi-
mate time Bronson was filming two
images in the 6th-floor window.

.The Warren Commission said no
depository employee saw Oswald after
11:55am.

Policeman Marrion Baker and depo-
sitory manager Roy Truly met Oswald
inithe doorway of the same 2nd-floor
lunchroom at 12:32 p.m,, only two min-
nies after the assassination. The ques-
tion arises whether Oswald ever left
the lunchroom.

Mrs. Johnston, then Mrs. Carolyn
Arnold, was secretary to depository
vice president 0.V. Campbell. She said
she never had read the FBI reports of
two interviews withh her. She was
surprised to learn they made no men-
tion of her sighting of Oswald in the
lucchroom. .

Mrs. Johnsen said she “would have
.though*" she told the FBI during both
interviews of her encounter with
Oswald in the lunchroom because
“that’s the only time I remember hav-
ing seen him” on the day of the assassi-
naﬁon

‘tdo notrecall that he-(Oswald} was,
v«"umg:mm Ny Mrst ..cansto:r sak

£
AITOM 4iS V. a.usu5..

The committee's panel ot photogra-

phy experts has discounted the pres-
ence of human ﬁvurss in the only :
other known movie fillm of the 6th-
floor window of the-school book depo- |

sitory.

Robert Hughes, who was standing
only several feet to the east of Bronson,
took an 88frame sequence of Smm
color film showing both the presiden-
tial limousine and the school book
depository. His filn: shows  the
limousine approachiny the corner of
Elm end Houston streets and ends
about five seconds later as the vehicle
compieted the turn in front of the
depository, about six seconds before
the first shot was fired.

The Hughes film was analyzed by
the Itek Corp. of Lexington, Mass., for a
special CBS-TV report on the Kennedy
assassination in 1975. Itek’s prelimi-
nary report stated it detected “definite

“That is completely foreign to me,”
Mrs. Johnston told The News. “It would
have forced me to have been turning
back around to the building when, in
fact, I was trying to watch the parade.

Why would I be icoking back inside the |

buﬂdmg’ That doesn’t make any sense
to me.’

Ancther witness, Arnold Rowland,
said he saw & man standing in a 6th-
floor window holding & rifle across his

chest at 12:15 p.m. He said he also saw, 3

—“aint

om his péint on Houston

rooa

Street less than a block east of the depo-.
sitory, another man on the same floor
but in another window. .

Rowland said he spotted both men
when no depository employee was sup-
posed to be on the sixth floor. This
indicates Rowland saw the two men
before Mrs. Johnston saw Oswald four
floors below.

fi, time was accurate because ne
recalled he saw the men just as a
nearby police radio delivered the mes-
sage that the motorcade was at a Cedar
Springs location. The police radio log
shows the presidential car passed that
point between 12:15 and 12:16 p.m.

Rowland first publicly told his story
about seeing a second man on the sixth
floor more than three months after the
assassination. Testifying before the
Warren Commission, he was asked why
he hadn’t told the same story to the FBI
in several interviews.

He said he had.

“At that time I told them I did see
the Negro man there and they (FBD)
told me it didn't have any bearing or
such on the case right then,” Rowland
said. “In fact, they just the same as told
me to forget it now ... They didn’t
seem interested at all. They didn’t pur-
sue the point. They didn't take it down
in the notation as such.”

Rowland's gunman was white and
was standing in a partially open win-
dow at the southwest corner of the

building. The Negro man was at the

opposite end of the floor, in the south-
east window filmed by Bronson nine
minutes later.

Mrs. Carolyn Walter of Dallas was
standing along Houston Street near
Rowland when she saw two men, one of

" them holdmg a gun, in an upper floor

_CBS concluded ne moving rﬂnge we

in win

_open and she said she th:
 éither the fourth or fifth ficor girectly- -
: below
| photos. Bronsow’s film, however, shows

mo'“ment of an ob@_ ¥
corner w‘ndow" but couk
it. 6
Usmg techmqu&s var; ng iron: ¥is
ual observations tc computer Process.
ing of the imagery. IteX’s fizal repor 1o

visible in the double windo .
Groden, however, s‘zdled ‘Lh
Hughnes film and c;\, ith i
He alSo notes that tx
while urxdcrexpose{ iz
oiy better quality” zl*:sa Lie }}m
filne, which is overexposed. M
mated that & “3stop range™ seperstes:
the expcsures between the two films:
“Being underexposed presents us:
with a grest many problems.” Groden "%
said. ‘But being uncerexposed zlso
gives us the color szturstion thet we -
need and stops the flaring off the vhite
borders of the windows. So we gain a .-
lot that way, too_

double window of the depository at
about the time Bronscn was filming. -
images in the sth-floor window. :

One of the windows w23 pariis
TE3tit wason.

4
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windew noted ir Bronsop's

2

that none of the windows up and down-
the southeast corner of tte buii: _“ng' ;
were open at 1224 pm. — excep! the”
onein which the images were filmed. . -

Lz & e - ol “B P =
He (the mezn with the g‘, 7Y SE

very casual,” Mfs, Waiter szid s
why it didn't scare me. I gness. The gun i
was angled downwarg wowzrd Honston 'cé
Street. He was holding it with both'™
hands and, like I say, casuaily. Not like

he was actually aiming or pointing.™

The motorcade ar that point was
about six minutes late and shonld nave -
been coming down Hooswon Su'eet f:
toward the depository buildmg. ne

Both Mrs. Walter and Rewland said - -
they weren’t alarmed at sesing a man 2
with a gun because they thought be
was either a Secret Service zgent’
guarding the president or a secun‘y
guard.

Rowland said hzs ZUNINan wore a -
lightcolored shirt, which ceuld fit the -
description of the white T-shirt Oswald
was believed t0 be wearing at the time.-
Mrs. Walter, however, said her gunman
was wearing a dark brown szit and the
other man in the window had en a -
light-colored shirt or jackat.

“They (FBI tried 1o make me think .

o ¥

<7

izt

" that what I saw were boxes,” Mrs. Wal- °
‘ter said.

“Now ‘the Doxes are much |
lighter colored. And this was definitely .
the shape of a person or part. of 2t
person. £
“I never read their report I talked o
them and it seemed like they wersn't.
very interested. They were guing 10 set .
ocut 0 prove me a liar and I had no
intention of argming with them and . ..
being barassed I felr Tke I had wid
them all { kzew. And I had relieved 3
myself of the burden of it And if they
didn't want to believe it or had somel ,’
reason not to, well, ‘*".n_ *hat was all g :
right with me.”
Neither Rowland nor Mrs Waher i
could identify either of the men in th
window as Oswald. Neither saw- the - f
shots bemg fired.




cularge pictures by ilie hour back in
" liis hometown of Centralia, 111,
o “My mother (the late Mrs. Edith
Bronson) worked in a photographic
stucio  She had au old Bastman
Heownie and T used to help out around
the studio.”

" The son of & coal miner, the late
Albert Bronson, the young Bronson
atiended Greenville College (where he
was photographer for the yearbook),
4nd Bradley University in Peoria, I11.

- Graduating with a double major in
c¢hemistry and math, Bronson, a 135-
pound, 5-foot7 man whose blond hair
{s wirning gray, began a series of metal-
Iprgical jobs that included work for the
l,;‘e’l‘ourueau‘CO. in Longview before

Bronso

, ©The Dallas Morning News, 1978
. After filming the assassination of
president John F. Kennedy, Charles L.

#ronson was movead to write the follow--

ijg letter to his seven sisters:
.v,i;‘ Memory is & most blessed and won-
erful thing, but when a world-shaking
5; agedy of such national and interna-
‘Ylonal significance and implications
Lus been indelibly stamped deep
witliin the recesses of the mind by see-
jug with the eyes that horrible event,
then memory haunts you incessantly
z,md robs you of restful sleep.

, Frances (Mrs. Bronson) and I were
mewnnesses to that untimely and
swiul event from a distance of 50 or 60
yurds

That morning at brenkfast, I told her
pf my plans that would see the fulfill
V;Auun of a dream harbored since boy-
hood — getting 1o see the prosident of
the United States and his first lady,
waving and smiling.

The newspaper Thursday had given
g detailed map of the parade route and
iln, timing of events from the moment
‘fhe prestdent landed until he was to
depd” The parade was to take pluce
durfng the noon hour and since
Fraaces had to take Alice (a danghter)
fi- church {n Qak CHIf to meet a party
byho were motoring to Bethany, Okla,, |

shot siriking the president’s head.

“Sunday I got to thinking that I
might have some pictures that would
show something. So I just wrote a little
note with the film and dropped it all in
that slot at Bastman's .., you know,
where you drop it in beside the East
man processing plant on Manor Way. It
wasn’t too far from where I worked.

“So, 1 just dropped the film in the
slot to save postage and included a note
telling them that I had some pictures of
the assassination and thought I might
have something. I asked if it might be
possible for them to expedite the
processing.

“About 5 p.m. Monday, I got a call

from FBI Special Agent Walter Bent. He

el

asked her to meet me at the Union Sta-

tion parking lot at about 12:10 p.m. I left
work about five minutes before the
noon hour and in about 15 minutes I

. met Frances and we parked . .the cars

and walked about four blocks to that
little park area at the foot of Elm, Main
and Commerce streets.

If you will recall, Houston Stfeet;

intersects Elm, Main and Commerce"
and also runs parallel to the railroad
tracks. Two triangles are formed by the
three streets with Houston Street at the
base of the triangles and the triple rail-
road underpass marking the apexes of
the two triangles. Sione colonnades
and a banister or abutiment on either
side are across the head of the triangu-
lar park areas which slope down
towards the triple underpass, On either
side of Main Street in the park area are
these stone abutments, the highest of
which s four and a half or five feet
high and about two feet by five fodt in
area on top.

We chose the one on the left (as
viewed from those in the parade) as it
not only afforded us a full view of Main
Streot down which the parade was o
come, but we could watch it make the
right turn on Houston Street over to
Elm and left on Elm Street down to the
underpass, For some reason there were

4

-
e

1963, was giventoa brother.

Bronson was so moved by the events
of that day that he wrote a letter and
copied it for all seven of his sisters. The
letter describes the horror of the day”
events and his emotional reaction.

Bronson ancd his.wife are deeply
religious. In a growth of carefully
trimmed shrubs in front of their roomy
brick house on a quiet street in Adaisa
small sign:

“The kiss of the sun for pardon; the
song of the birds for mirth; one is
nearer God’s heart in a garden — than
anywhere else ou earth.”

Of his shot ¢ the window, Bronson’

said, “It was providential.” _

less than a dozen people from the‘
colonnade area or, Elm Street down to
the underpass which really gave us an
unobstructed view of that point.

I suppose that the reason for the
scarcity of pcovle at that particuiar
place in the par.de route was that for
one thing you would be downhill and
couldn’t see any part of the entourage
until it was right in front of you and
the other reason was that this spot was
just beyond the main downtown aresa
where thousands upon thousands were
jammed. So this area marked the end of
the parade. And, indeed, “the end of
the parade” took on a double meaning
at this point,

Frances tore nne of her hose climb-
ing on top but it was worth it. She said
she was going to save jtas a souvenir of
that day in history.

There was another couple that we
shared this vantage point with as we
bad plenty of room and an unobe
structed view.

We only had 10 or 15 minutes to wa!*
until they were in sight and I took one

shot with my Leica and then used my .

movie camera a. they approached and
made the turp on Houston Street,
Frances had heen viewing through the
blnoculars and as the parade got to the
corper she wauted me to take thg

- Jackie

UUSIIE Y VLI IVICS JURTINIOLN Sriuert

just recall that he was sitting there . . .
in one of the booth seats on the right-
hand side of the room as you go in. He
was alone us usual and appeared to be
having lunch. I did not speak to him
but I recoguized him clearly.”

She knew Oswald because he would
come to her desk on the second floor
and ask for change, never accepting
pennies but only nickels and dimes.

The FBI report of her first interview
four days after the assassination stated
that after she left the depository and
stood about 30 feet in front of the build-
ing to watch the motorcade, she:
“thought she caught a fleeting glimpse
of Lee Harvey Oswald standing in the
haliway” on the first floor.

A1 Upiacol "oy otois T UDIIAN TR TRA IV ST
scope was used by film technician Rob-
ert J. Groden to study the Bronson film
that indicates movement in the 6th-
floor “assassination window” of the
Texas School Book Depository minutes
before President John F. Kennedy was
shot and killed Nov. 22, 1963.

The study of the film continues. But
in three days of work, Groden used the
microscope arrangement to focus in
and enlarge minute parts of the &mil-
limeter movie film and tc make slides
of what he saw.

No retouching was done on any of
the film; however, Groden was able to
draw out the colors involved when
making prints off the movie film.

In all, 92 frames of the Bronson film'

ain after seeing ‘aw

binoculars so I could get a good view of |

in her bright pink suit
highlighted by a brilliant Texas sun.
But I told her to keep watching
through the binloculars while I took the

_pictures. I don’t know how many I took
with my Leica, three four or, at most,
five.

But I was taking one with my Leica
as they were about halfway down to the
underpass .., and then it happened!
My first impression was parade — cele-
bration — fireworks when I heard the
first two shots ring out in rapid succes-
sion and a slight pause before the third
shot rang out. My next though! was
that the Sccret Service men had no
doubt fired at someone who was about
to cause real trouble. T remarked to
Frances, “Is that fireworks or {s some-
one shooting?"

As Tsaid, T was looking throngh the
viewfinder all the time the parade wag
en route so T couldn't sev any dotatls,
But right after my remark, Frances
said, “President Kennedy is bent over
and Jackie has her arm around him
and Governor Connally 15 lying down,”

Then T looked and saw o tew poople
1ay flat on the ground fust as the presi-

dential rav anhnnrl far o 01\\‘+ socond

and then take oﬂ 1tolg ¥"umes “LL1 8§
get out of here before we get caught in

v
v

some crossfire.” And we did. We heard .
‘someone say, “Oh, President Kennedy

is shot.”

As we hurried to the cars, we tried
to believe that if it really were
gunshots that we heard that no one in
the presidential car was hit. We turned
on our car radios as we headed for
home and the plant and it was just a
matter of a few minutes that we
learned that both the president and the
governor were hit. But somehow il was
just too unreal to believe the? such a
thing could happen on such a beautiful
day here in our beloved city of Dallas.

. Shortly after I got back to work did
we learn that President Kennedy was
dead and the governor was ¢ritically
wounded. And what a terrible feeling
came over me as 1 thought that just a
few minutes ago I was getting 1o see the

president of the United States and his -
first Jady smiling and waving 1o cheer- .

ing Dallasites numbered in the thou.

ing in my ears, and, yes, indeed, the
parade was over.,
Whether we want to fuce fnctg or

1001, one ova {n our natlonal histary was
ended with that first shot of deoadly

“accunvary Annthar dav {o dawnias Yvat
Cguracy. inainergay s gawning onst

what iy in store we all walt in »
tion, VBT oA e

. and making them known by thei

‘becanse one man skilled in hig &

o on in pointing out thelr siy
sands, Three lond shots were still echo.
such sharp view from this time

= grace wil] see ug through in thy
“0f national end *z\tematiox\'d {

R AR A s s - soaetomagy s gt os s ¢ - .
seven seconds. When viewed conie i
tively, Greden said, the images cliange
in a manner consistent with ¢
would be seen if a person wi
toward or away from the wmdow
Of the 92 frames, shides were: ). 4
of 19 that indicated movement A nf
those 19, nine were selected and copidy,
in black and white for use in Ths Dm
las Morning News. Lo
These black-and-white photal ;srev
enlarged by almost 100 times ov¢ th i
original 8-millimeter fiim.
Gmri :n szid it should be possib 13 tu
develop much more information from
the film if its conterts were comyuiely
ized. But, he said, this takes agre td
of time and mouey i

m

i

Kennedy was one of the woxld'
men. But that keen mind oi m:xn; ,
was able to absorb so much throwi jili
eyes and ears and that mind that st
capable of generating ideas ai

and pen was snuffed out as easily
flame of a candle is blown ,0on

cezeded in his diabolical plau
and grudge.

As you study the assassin
assassinated, you have two me
opposite extremes of society. Bo
highly successtul in carrying oyt
plans. But the one was epoceiiiy!
what he desired in life and P
Kennedy embraced the wor
had nerves of gieel. But the gf:
heart of brass and our. preli
heart of flesh. And you counld

and contrasts thut are broy

I know you are all prayiny
(n His infinite wisdom, mgs

: Ima f 10
Churles



