THE BAG

A

There 1is no evidence that anything was ever in the bag]

This becomss clear in Vol. Iv, or p.97, during the tegtinony of
James C, Cadigan, a questioned documents expert with the FBI, on
Aptil 3, 196k,

Asked "didjgyou notice when you looked at the bag whether there
vwere - that is the bag found on the sixth Tfloor, Exhibit 1L2 . whether
1t had any bulpes or unusual creases?" Mp, Cadigzan replisd, "I was
also requested at that time to examine the bag to determine if there were
any significent markings or scratches or sbrasions or anything by which
1t could be associated with ths rifls, Commission Exhibit 139, that is,
could I find any markirgs that I could tie to that rifle.” Almost with
bated breath, the questioner says, "Yes?" and Mr. Cadipan replied, "And
I¥ couldn't find any § such markings,"

Tonere then follows conjecture about "supposs 1t were this, suppose
1t were that, how about if it was wrapped in cloth, " ignoring the fact

that, had it been wrapped in cloth, there presumably from other testi.

mony would have been minute fibres of the cloth left on the rifle or
in the bag, the fact is that there is no proof the ri lecﬁas ever %r }:%ﬂ%éaﬁ%
the bae. Wwwﬂ; Tw Dﬂ

So now the Commission has proved, first, that its witnesses mrove
that Oswald couldn't have carried the rifle in the bag into the build-i
ing and, second, that even if he could bave there is no evidence thst
the bag contained a rifle,

Howsver, p, Stombaugh had a great desire to be belpful, It might
be inferred that he even confessed to theft of government proverty in
an effort to do so. On p.75 of his testimony,he said, "Whsn I looked

the
at k=t hag and examined it, 1t struck me as being a homemade bag such




