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an orgenization of which Cswald was the Oﬂfbwm”
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When seeking employment in New Orleans, Oswald h,ucd Yget. Robt
37a
Hidell" as a reference on one job appliication and “George Hidell" ;
3To - : , s .
as a reierence on another. Both nomes were found to be fictitious.

The fr«,qhem, use of "Alekx" as a first name for Hidell is =

further link to Cswald becauue "Alek" was Oswald's niclknsme in
38 .
Russia. iIn possession of the Commission are letters from friends

of Osweld, addressing him with the familizr "Alek," and letters o
J 8 =) = 7

39

Marina Oswald from her husband signed "Alek,®

OSWALD'S PAIMPRINT ON RIFLE BARREL

Oswald's puchase of the rifle was determined within 24 hours

after the assassination and confirmed later by expert Wi‘cnesses
Lo
before the Commission. Additicnal procf of owmex sm;o was provi él.vd,

in the «fomm. of palmprint identification.
A few minutes after the rifle was discovered on the sixth floor -
L0a, " g
the Depository it was eXamined by Lieutenant J. C. 'Day of the
Identification Bureau of th ne Dallas Police. He lifted uhc rifle by

the wood stock after determining 'that the wood was too rough
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To take fingerprints. Cag t&ln J. W. Fritz was then permitted ‘co

by operating the bolt, but only after Day viewed
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ing glass and found no pr:.nts.

he rille was then dusted with fingerprint powder and ’craces of

prints could be seen on the side of the metal housing near the
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p.m. on November 22, t‘;e rifle was released
to the Federal Bureau of Imvestigation and forwarded to Washington
vhere it was examined on the morning of November 23 by Sebastizn F.
Latona, Supexvisor of the Latent Fingerprint Section of the FBI's

Ly
"Tdentification Division.

In his testimony before the Comnission, Letona stated that when

4] . ¢
- he received the rifle,the area where prints were visible was protected
Lo ’
by cellophane. He examined these prints, as well as photographs

which the.Da;’i_'Las police had made of them, and concluded that "the
formations, the ridge formations and characteristics, were insufficient
for purposes of eiﬁer effecting identification or & detexmination

that the print wes not identicel with the priﬁts of people. According];y';

my opinion simply was that the latent prints which were there were
Log, '
of no.value."
Latona processed the complete weapon but developed no identifiabl
L2a
prints. He stated that the poor quality of the metal caused

absorption of the moisture from the skin, thereby making it difficult
. b3
- to obtain a clear print. Moreover the rough quality o the wood
, L3a
made 1t unlikely that the stock could take a good print.

On November 22, however, before surrendering possession of the
rifle to the FBI laboratory, Licutenant Day of the Dallas Police

Department had "lifted" a paluprint from the underside of the gun -

barrel "near the firing end of the barrel about three inches under

Ll @ .

the woodstock when I took the woodstock loose.™ "Lifting" = print
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—meped been left
o

forint wntil November 26.
£

. in Washinﬁton on Novermber 29, the prin

-

involves the use of adhesive moteri
powder wihich adheres to the origina
impress

been so complete in this case that

ion 1s actually removed from

al to remove the fingerprint
J. print. In this way the
hhg
the object. The lifting had

Tthere was no trace of.the print

Lhp

on the rifle itself when 1t was examined by Latona.
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Doy apparently assumed that
¢ on the rifle, because

Lle

on which Lieutenant Day had written the words

barrel near end of foregrip C2766."
Latona testified that
Lo

of Lee Harvey Oswald.

Mancella, fingerprint expert

sufficient traces of the prints

he did not release the lifted

When received in the Bureau laboratory .

T had been mounted on a card

"off underside gmum
L3

this palmprint was the ‘right palmprint
At the request of the Commission, Arthur

with the New York City Police Department

conducted an independent examination and agreed that this was the

52
right palmprint of Oswald.

by Ronald G. Wittmus,

are as uwnique as fingermints

Oswald's palmprint on the underside of

that he handled the rifle when it
could rot be placed on this portion
because the wocden foregrip covers
The print is additional proof that

~

another--FBRI 1

Latona's findings were also confirmed

>3

ingerprint_expezt. Moreover,

experts testifying before the Commission agreed that palmprints

for purposes of establishing identification.

was disassembled. A palmprint

of the rifle, when assembled
J P4

ks

the barrel at this point.

the rifle belonged to Oswald.

the barrel demonstrates
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. PIBERS ON RIFLE

In o crevice between the butt plate of the rifle and the wooden
stock were scveral cotton fibers of dork blue, grayish black, and
Sk :

orange-yellow shodes. On Novecmber 23, 1963, these fibers were

examined by Paul M. Stombaugh, a spe 1 agent assigned to the Hair

cla
56
and Fiber Unit of the FBI laboraﬁory, He compared then vith the

Tibers found in the shirt which Oswald was wearing when arrested in

the Texas Theatre.DS Stombaugn testified that the colors and twist

of the fibers-found on the rifle matched those in Oswald's shirt.

The three 5asic colors in the shirt were present in the fibers on

. i o7
the rifle, and there was a match of shades within each color.
Mr. Stémbaugh explained in his testimony that in fiber analysis,
as distinct from fingerprint or ballistics analysis, it is not possible
to state with scientific certainty that a particular small group of
fibers ccmé from a certain plece of clo%hing Lo the exclﬁsién of
all others because there gre not enough microscoplc characteristics
present inlthese fi'bers.5 Judgmengz as to probavility will depeﬁd
on the number and types of matcﬁés? Ile concluded that the fibers "could
o
easily have come from the shir*t.”)9 Moreover, he stated, "In my
mind I feel that these fibers came from this shirt, but I know of
no scientific method %o prove this, so therefore I am unable to say
this.” |
On the basis of Stombaugh's testimony the Commission has concluded

that the fibers on the rifle most Drobably came from the shirt worn

by Oswald when he was arrested. The Commission has a2lso found that
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