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ORANDUM

August 28; 1964

From: Wesley J. Liebeler

Messrs., Griffin and Slawscn and I raise questions covering
the palmprint which Lt. Day of the Dallas Police Department testi=
fied he lifted from the underside of the barrel of the K-1 rifle
on November 22, 1963. That story is set forth on pages 7-10 of thel
proposed final draft of Chapter IV of the Report, copies of which K
are attached.

We suggest that additional investigation be conducted to
determine with greater certainty that the palmprint was actually
1ifted from the rifle as Lt. Day has testified. The only evidence

" we presently have on that print is the testimony of Lt. Day himseli.,’

He has stated that although he lifted the-palmprint on November 22,
1963, he did not provide a copy of the 1ift to the FBI until
November 26, 1963 (9 H 260-61). He alsc testified that after the

. 1ift he could still see traces of the print under the barrel and -

was goilng to try to use photography to bring off or bring out a
better print.” Mr, Latona of the FBI testified with respect to

the 1ift of the palmprint, that "evidently the lifting had been so
complete thet there was nothing left to show any marking on the gun
itself as to the existence of such--even an attempt on the part of
anybne else to process the rifle” (Id. at 24).

Additional problems are raised by the fact that: : "

1) Mr. Latona testified that the poor finish of the K~1
rifie made it absorbent and not conducive to getting a good print;

2) Nome of the other prints on the rifle could be {dentified
because they were of such poor quality;

3} The other prints on the rifle were protected by cellophane
while the area where the palmprint had been lifted was mot, even
though Lt. Day testified that after the.lift the ¥/palm/ print on
oun was . their best bet, still remeined on there,® when he was asked - _
why he had not released the Iift to the FBI on November 22, 1963, % '
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We should review the above circu1nsta.rices at our conference
with Agent Latona and Inspector Malley., The configuration of the
Palm print should be reviewed to determine, if Possible, whether
Or not it was removed from a cylindrical surface. The possibility
that the palm Print or evidence of the lift was destroyed while the
rifle was in transit should be reviewed with them. The exact
condition of the rifle at the time it was turned over to the FBI
Dallas office should be as certained., Agert Latona should be asked
if he can think of any explanation for the apparent conflict in the
above testimony.,

We should also:

1) Determine whether or not'LtoDay had assistance when
. he worked with the Prints on the rifle. If he did, we
should obtain statements from those who assisted him.

2) Lt.Day should be asked why he preserved the fingerprints
- on the rifle, which were not sufficiently clear to make
/ positive identification, and yet did not preserve the Palm print, which
was clear enough for that purpose. . ¥

3y L, Day should also be asked why he removed only the
Palra print and should be questioned again concerning his
recollection that he saw the palm print still on the rifle after he
made the lift,.

4)  Lt. Day should be asked if he took any photographs of C.
the palm print on the rifle after the lift, He may have
done so, since he did photograph the less. valuable fingerprints, and
the palm print on the rifle, according to his testimony, was still the
"best bet' for identification. It is also significant that Lt Day stated »
that he was going to attempt to get a better print through use of
Photography, :
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jof suggcz that additional invectigation be conducted w -
° cetornuine with greater ceriainty that the pu.nvrint wos &ctually
' 1{Zteéd frem tha rifle &g Lt. Lay hae testified. * The oaly evidence
“iwe preseatly have oa tuat prict Ls the tostimony of i, Loy himeoils 7
xslie has stated thav althougn he lifted the poimprint oa Moveaber 44,
13903, he i woz provide ¢ coLy of tho 1lifc to the YOI uncll
I © Novamter 28, 1883 (9 T 260-62), e clsco :est-,;cg that Llfier the,
' L2t B Peould selli sos traces of the prinmt unier the borsel awd
;28 coiny to try to use photogrephy to bring off or Liring cut &
batter nrint.’ Mr., Latoaz of the TLI tectiffed with wetpect to
the 1Lft of the palmprin:, that Yevicenuly the 14Ztiz; had besn so .. .
- ceuplete thet thera wae nothing lelt to show any warwing on the guu ‘
Les2lf es to the exnistence ol such--cven an atteapt oa w pasi vs
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Lnyone uise to process the rifie’ (Jc. at 24), - .
'f”'; «Gditional problems are :n~soa oy t\c tnct ttets
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) " 2) Woas of“the other prints on the rifle could pe Lduntiflicel
;. paccuse they va:o.pf such poor quaiity;

3) The othor priuts on tHe 1813 were prOLccted by callophane
vhila £he evce where tac reingrint had boen lifted vas not, ovud
though Le. .-/ ~ost1“cc tunt elter tho lift the ﬂ[;aln/ pciac oa
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We should review tite above circumsicnces, al our conlerence
v.th SAgent Latonas and Inspector Malley., Thas coalijariuon of tae
2Llm print shoulC bz seviewud W Gelezraine, i poscibie, whcliox
or nct it wous reniwoved from 2 cylinanicel surfice. The porsibilivy
Lot the palm proint or.evidence of the Lift was Geswoyed wihile wae

- Talie wos in trancit should be vevicwed wily tern. The cacct
conditicn ol thae rifle 8¢ e dme it wos turrned over w iie LI '
D:zllas oliice should be ascertuincd. Agat Lotone ehoulc be asked
il he can thinic of any explanadon for tine apparcnt confiict 1o Lae
sboves tesinmony.

V/e should also:
1}, Deoterinine whetlior or rot Li. Day had assistance when

. ko worked with the prints on the rifle. If he cudg, we
saculd obiain staternents {zorn: those who assi1sted aim.

N 2) Lit.Dzy sihiousd be asiked why he presorvad the Lingerprias ;
on the rifle, which were not suflicieatly decr w rnale
pocitive dduntificeien, &nd yet ¢ic not preserve e pauna prinl, winch '
was clear sacuga for Lttt purposd. . , :
3) =i, Day 810uid &160 be &sked wiy ho remwovec caly the
DLwa priat aad enhould by questoned again concersing nls
rocoldection that he scw the palin priat still on the riflo alter he
rLscs wee i
. 4y Lt Dzy saculd be wsked if he tocik any photograpie of
e polms Sxivs €a the vifle 2far the Bl He ey hitve S
Counu 50, 5.:3C8 Lo WG paceo;Tepa tae loss valuable Liagerrints, and
.o paima priut on the rifls, according to nis testimony, was still Lue
"bost bet" for ddentificesion. It is zlso significant that LU, Day stdiw
WLt 0o wos going to atierais to got & boetter print throuZh use of
*
pherogranay.
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