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by President S An 
1¢ guided the presi- 

ess in the state only 
wal ded at when he ran 

2poinied at the return to power of the 
eld Confederates, Holden endorsed the cen- 

gressional plan for reconstruction. In spite of 
pr is repudiation at the polls and “his self 

f us cormbativeness,” Flolden ernerged as 
the tea cer of the state’s new Republican party. 
In 1868 he was elected governor and set about 

m ‘a veform the state. He gradually warmed to 
support black suffrage and civil rights, but like 
rnost southern Unionists, he opposed racial ia- 
tegration of public facilities. He was keenly in- 
terested in railroad development and education- 
al improvements but became involved in 
controversy in both areas. 

Holden's political downfall carne when he 
cisgatched state military forces into Alamance 
and Caswell counties to suppress the activities 
of the Ku Klux Klan. His appointment of the 
controversial George W. Kirk to command state 
military forces in the Piedmont area was a seri- 
ous error in judgment and led to a conservative 
reaction in chestate. The Conser crest (Cie. 

c) party swept che next elections, and the 
nw state assent bly filed inipeachment charges 

gaiase Holden. In March 1871 the state senate 
und the governor guilty om several counts 

elati ng to weos agful arrest and raising an ille- 
us ey Hs force, thus giving Hol de the du- 
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V Filo CG. "Harriss the author of several ear- 
lier Confederate and Reconstruction volumes, 

ies presented a pomp jucicious account of 
William W. Holden and his rele in southern 
political affairs. Eschewing both the Claude 
Bowers view of Holden as 2n unscrupulous 
souchern scalawag and more recent interpreta- 
tions of Holden asa champion of the commen 
nian, Harris sees hin es “a product of the di- 

verse interplay of political rivalries and events, 
too much a man shaped by the common politi- 
cal culture of all classes and the trauma of the 
Cwil War ordeal, to be so easily classified.” 
Through his account of this important figuse, 

i i 
complexities i local polities of the 

time. The volume isa fine addition to the South- 
ern Biography series published by the Louisiana 
State University Press and edited by William J. 
Cooper, Jr. 

Ralph A. Wooster 
Lavear University 

Evabattled Courage: The Experience of Conz- 
bat ia the Anzertcen Civil War. By Gerald E 
Linderman. (New York: Free Press, 1987. x + 

357 pp. $22.50.) 

Many Civil War historians have marched away 
from the traditional drums-and-bugles, battles- 
and-leaders, tactics-and-strategy pattern. Now 
we are engaged in another kind of war: a strug- 
gle to explore the inner springs of thought and 
action, to analyze not only what actually hap- 
pened but also to explain why it happened and 
what the men and women who made (or let) 
it happen thought it was or wanted it to be. 
Michael C. C. Adams's Our Masters the Rebels 
(1978) is a good example; another is Grady 
MeW/hiney 2nd Perry D. Jamieson’s Attack azd 
Die (1982). More encyclopedic are Herman Hat- 
taway and Archer Jones, How the North Won 
(1983) and Richard R. Beringer, Herman Hat- 
taway, Acchex Jones, and William N. Seill, Jr. 
Why the South Lost (1986). Enebattled Cour- 
age belongs to this genre, Tt goes beyond 
fighting co the perceptions of the fighters, it 
is an inside look at che changing nature of the 
war aad how its participants adjusted to those 
changes. 

“Every war begins as one war and becomes 
two, that watched by civilians and thar fought 
by soldiers.” This important volume examines 
the separation between those two wars, begin- 
ning at Fisst Bull Run and continuing inexo- 
rably to Appomattox and beyond. Gerald F Lin- 
derman bases his examination of that 
duality —the experiences of the young men who 
marched off “with an aiz, as if they went to a 
ball” and the perceptions of chose who remained 
at home —on careful reading of contemporary 
sources. The result is a brilliant dissection of 
chis most American was, a disturbing illumina- 
tion of the disiliusionment of both blue and 
giay soldiers as they met the vealities of frontal 
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assaults, hospital horrors, prison camps, sharp- 
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War” and “A Perilous Education,” Linderman 

suilds logically and convincingly, showing the 

raultiple uses of courage. He concludes with 

a revealing epilogue in two parts: “Hibernation” 

(1365-1880), reviewing veterans’ postwar revul- 

sion, and “Revival” (after 1880), tracing how 

recollections mellowed and alienation and bit- 

terness gradually disappeared. A helpful “Dra- 

matis Personae” provides the reader with bio- 

graphical sketches of fifty-seven of the menand 

wornen Linderman has quoted. 

Students of the war will meet many familiar 

names as Linderman shrewdly analyzes the 

records of John Beatty of Chio; Rice Bull of New 

York; John O. Casler of the Stonewall Brigade; 

Joshua L, Chamberlain of the 20ch Maine; John 

DeForest of Connecticut; Edwin Fay of Loui- 

siana: William Poague, Stonewall’s gunner; and 

platoons of other articulate and sensitive pat- 

ticipants. Linderran’s bibliography isa superb 

selection of the best eyewitness accounts and 

reminiscences. 
The book, the History Book Club's Editor's 

Choice, has been hailed by Russell Weigley as 

the “best account in American historical litera- 

tue of what ic is like co experience battle.” 

Agreed, That puts it ahead of both Bruce Cat- 

ton and Stephen Crane. Indeed, Erbaitled 

Convage desetves a piace on the shelf with joha 

Keegan's The Face of Bettle (1976) and The Mask 

of Conizand (1987) and other classics of cere- 

bral milicary history. 
Dudley T. Cornish 
Pittsburgh State Untverstty 

, experience. 

Gettysburg: The Second Day. By Harty W. 

Pfanz. (Chapel Hill: University of North Caro- 

lina Press, 1987. xxi + 601 pp. $34.95.) 

An old anecdote tells of a doctoral candidate 

writing a dissertation on the Battle of Seven 

Pines, about which a critic tartly inquired, 

“Which pine?” Although this book's tithe may 

suggest a sirnilar exercise in meaningless over- 

specialization, such is not the case The book's 

focus is both broader and narrower than its ti- 

ele suggests. About one-eighth of its text deals 

with events before the battle’s second day, and 

the treatment of that day's action is deliberate- 

ly confined mainly to combat on the Confeder- 

ate right/Union left and mostly to three hours 

in late afternoon. Harry W. Pfanz presents that 

fighting as the decisive heart of the Civil War's 

greatest battle. Even if one considers the Con- 

federates’ failure co exploit their advantage on 

the previous evening to have been the curning 

point, Pfanz’s argument is formidable. 

The book's solid foundation in research 

strengthens Pfana’s case. A decade's service wich 

the National Park Service at Gettysburg has giv- 

en the author an admirably thorough mastery 

of the battlefield’s terrain. He has studied an 

extraordinarily wide range of evidence to de- 

termine what happened on that field. He has 

drawn on many obscure witnesses (though oddly 

he does not cite the readily available account 

by Franklin A. Haskell). Unfortunately, the 

publisher has disobliged readers by relegating 

to the back of the book the copious notes on 

those sources. On the other hand, Pfanz and 

the University of North Carolina Press have 

blessed their audience with excellent, detailed 

maps and many fine illustrations. Pfanz uses 

his great mass of information (more plentiful 

on the Union side) as the basis for a narrative 

history of his selected part of the bavtle that 

reaches down to the regimental, company, and 

even individual level. Although he devotes 

much attention to clarifying confusion over 

when and where specific incidents oceurred, he 

does not omit the human touch. He describes 

and characterizes meny men, recalling striking 

quotations and fragments of batilefield poeiiy. 

In other hands the abundant detailing might 

be dull: in Pfanz's it is ultimately gripping. 

Pfanz wisely subordinates the familiar con- 

troversies concerning the battle to a support- 

ing role in his treatrnent. That neither admirers 

nor detractors of the Confederate general James 

Longstreet are likely to be wholly satisfied tes- 

tifies to Pfanz's evenhanded analysis of Long- 

street's proposed and actual troop movernents. 

Similarly balanced is Pfanz’s discussion of the 

unauthorized advance of the corps of the wuly 

unbelievable Union general Daniel E. Sickles. 


