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ONSIDERING huw long man has béen making
war, the question of whal makes suldiers fight
hus receved surprisingly hitle attention Tube
- Sure, we huve buen ircated 1o why generals
and guvernments ard propagandists think they fight,
tul ghimpses of their uwn niner views on the inatier are
less common In 1976, 1n "The Face of Battle,” Jehn
Kecgan wrote s ploncenng study uf Lhe inatler, ranging
widely through listury Huow, in “Enbatilad Courage
The Experience of Cumbatin the Ainerican Civil War,”
Gerald F Linderinan has gune detply into the subject
Ly narrowing the ficus lna single war

Mr Linderman, a professor of history at the Uni-
versity ol Michigan and the author uf “Mirror of War"
protes Civil War comibal through the letters, dianes
and memoirs of the men who made up the core uf both
the Horthern and Southern armies, the vulunieers of
IE6b 62 Later groups — cunserpts, bounty men and
Black suldiers — are not a part of this story excepl as
they were seen by the erginal volunteers The resull ia
awork fully asorginal as Mr. Keegan's, une that cumes
4 ginnd deal closer o true understanding of the Civil
Warsoldier thanwe have had before

From what Mr. Linderman has found, o appears
that these nen were umque 1n American military histo
Yy Fur one thing, they were astonishingly innocent of
war. Tnere was unly the conflict with Mexico to call un
lur expernience, and that had hardly baxn testing In 1855
Juseph E- Juhnston, the future Confederate general, re-
marked uf the Mexican War tw bus friend Grurge B Mc-
Clellan, the future Union general, “there 1s nu comfort
like that of going 1ntu battle with the tertainty of win-
nng ™ The common tmage of whal war was ke was
mectuil In 1862, ufter us liest eapenience ol combal, o
YUUNE Pravate srule hume that in pictures of battles he
had seen “— they would all be i hine, all standing in g
nice level field fighting, a numbser of ladies taking care
ul the wounded, ¢ &¢ bul it 1sent su

In their innacence they went to war confident that
toursge alune would see them through It was o matter
ol dfurge pnd of honoar 1o 8 sl uLru e LoD Pros
tected these who were coursgruus und rewarded them
with victury, “Put os simply as 1l apprars to have baen
understood in 1881, Mr Linderman wnites, “the brave
would live und the cuwardly would die ™

Courage was the cement binding these 1l disci-
plined srimies together This became a fact of 1ife 1o hine
ulficers Many anofficer felt (und his men agrewd) that
the nnly way to gain respect and ubadicnce was Lu ex-
hibit courage on the battlefield Their displays of Lrav-
ery seem almost theatrical, yet by ull accounts they
happened just that way. An Ohio coluniel recorded thast
m the Hattle of Perryville he ordersd his men o lie
down while he deliberately rennaimned standing amadst
shutand shell und canister “thick as hail * His regiment
was won over, he wrote, "now they are, without Excep-
tien, my fast friends ™

Army hle is never conducive to innocent illusions,
but the tlusons aboul the benefits uf Courage ran hard
up ugainst on cspecislly brutal reclity in the Civil War
Men went intu battle according to the tactical doc rines
ol the last war and encountered weapuns virtually of
the next ere. Civil War imuskers louk uld fashicned but
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they were rifled — their barrels grouved textend their
Tange — and exceedingly deadly, and all that prevented
far greater slaughter was the fact that they were mug-
ale-toaders and could unly be fired about three Gnies u
minute AL places hke Stiloh and Malvern 1l men
narched elbow tu elbuw toward un eneiny armed with
wedpons that began o kill theny when they were still a
quarterof u mile away,

It was soon apparent,-as many a fuiled charge
demonstrated, that Courage wos nut invariably re-
warded by victory  Geod dud ot s o protest thie
Courageons Bideed, 1t seconsd il the [T}
Killed first and niost easily. One of Shermn’s nien wan
dered aF God vven knew wha among the dead were
Courdgeous and who were cowardly. The hravest, t,
were moat often wounded or were caplured m gallant
exploits, and their fute then was as bad s it might -
Medical practice of the day was nu less promnve than
the Lactics that sent so many aien (o the military hosp
tals (wlich, but for the “screams snd proans of the pean
fellows undergomg amputation,” rescimnbilid “the iy
caverny of the Catacombs™y, and @ conmmon theme in
suldiers' letters wus the dread of falling into the hands
of an army doctor. As for prisuners of war, 1t s one of
the goimmer stabistics of the Cival War that as many
Amnericans died in prison camps, Nurth and Sauth, as
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dicd (for example) in the Victnan War.

Disillusion came ol caurse, and 11 was so
tetal thave alsoset Covil War soldiers apart from those
of ourother wars Vietnain vetecans might dispute this,
but Mr. Linderman mahkes a strong case that at least
the full was greater for the men ol e 1860 Just when
the change cante van be argued For at feast the first
two years ol the war, ay o Confederate suldier and
writer, Juhn Esten Couke, phrased al, there were
“prtched Battles once or pwice o year, mowhich e two
stdes spent all day Killing vach other, “end hen
relapsed into geatlemanly repose und amity.” Cooke
c.h;m;urulud uily somewhat The Army of IhL'A Puti-
muc, during the two years from Bull Run o Gellys-
burg;, sprent only 3 total of perhaps a manthoan paiched
Beattle, howeser bud thoeas dags nay haye been
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By 1864 warlare was virtoally contindous  In
Grants Nial yeatfong campaign against Richmond, his
army and Lees were bardly ever out of killing range of
v another Sherman®s Atlanta campaign was shurtes
Lot also wathout fetup As ooe of Grant's men wrale, it
was s case al “hvigg mght and Jday withon the “valley of
the shadw of deathe” ™ Values w ¢ iy altered, Me
Lidermian writes “he changing nature of coimbat
weakened drastically the onginal soldier conviction
that at the conter of war stoisd the confident imndividoal ™
Survival became paratiount Troops dug in automati-
tally. A m arole that in 1864, "We learned more
and more o protectoirselves as we advantal, keeping

Lehaind trees and displaying surselyves as hnile as possi
ble " Confuderate Gen John Bell Hednd was deprecated
as Usunply o brave, hard lighter” who thought only of
wltack, ond his mmen celled himn Wooden Hesd

Yot wi the oudst of this revalution oo less than
140,000 Union suldiers signed up again on the exgaration
of therr three-year terms  That would seem to contra-
dict Mr Linderman’s thesis What has not ben under-
stoxked abaiut this process, however, 1s the linptlance of
the furloughs peanted gy rewards fur recnhisting As
the author poants sul, Many men saw no hufe of surviv:
ing the hghung they would luce in 1864 Lefore thar
terms were up, and they bhulonted ofl the added risk of
staying ui against the chance o see home and family
o Last e befare they weee killd As une of them
sornte, he s walling o sk “three years more of hell™
tnexchange fur “tharty days of heaven — bome ™

The paradux i all this — and Mr Lindermans st
his Lt hivre — 1s that in the postwar years theie wos a
cumplete reveesal of coavictions Perhaps it was @ pro
cess ol healimg or of bemgn furgettulness oe simply o
search fur justification, but the hinal iroeny was the na-
tion's eathustasm fur the Spanish-Ameriean War an
IR34 b proture of war that the sons carrind ta Cuba
was lalse Inecause their futhers' o nores bad baecone
False to thie war of 1564 65,7 Mr Linderman wiites By
the turn uf the century Civil War veterans had come (o
symilalize the changelessness ol values, “but unly by
uhiliterating ur amending an expuerience of combal so
convulsive of thewr values that of had fur g tme cyt the
cordolexpenicnce ™ &




