Fire From the Flint: The fAmasing Careers of
born at the tail end of the war in Shelby, Yorth Carolina,
virtually wined out by the dislocations of the - e o o

childhood memories were of Heconstruction in llo:
one night and seeing the KKK pass by under his window, . . o

Hde recounts aking eeing
e was terrorized by the silent ghostly orocession . But he was assured by his
mother th-t these men were protéciipgthbem o o o « o o o

ather and his uncle, Zolonel Lee Roy licAfee were members of the iorth
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iews of Eeconstruction are typically Dunning, . . .iher are an unrelieved
assertion of 211 the Dunning school =yths about T.c-nstruc
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crth C arolina, . . . oLittle

His youth snent on a hard scrabhle fams in Mort
amily was not net well off . . . &

schooling and hard work was his lot., . .The
out the fairm did supnort tenant famiers. o o

Ccok describes Dixon's universiiy cducation abt Vake Forest . . A ‘ethodist
‘niversity established to zive the noorer lorth C arolinians educational
cpportunity that was denied them by the elite-oriented North Carolinge o « o o
After schokastic successes at Wake Forest Dixon went onto to craduste

scnool at Johns Hopkins, « o o

at Hop ’1ns that he was hefriended by Woodrow 1 I11con, nis seinor by about
S. Arparantly Dixon rave un Honkins to go inte dramatics in lew
3 +

%
Yorke o . ohe gave this up to return to NC to study lew and enter nolitics,

In this chanter on Hopkins Cook says nothing about the kind of education Dixon
was exposed to. . o

6., Pulnit and Platform

snd then at Raleigh . . .
hallange vas acconeted, . . © 2
et this ch17ch « « oA notable success for a man only
dynamic pulpit versonality led to an invitation fror
& commencement address . . . Dixon rade an irmression
L

s
Divinity from the School. . .Z2ut he did not feel
i £

bag, . .le sufgested instead an enother asplicant -~
70 Hopkins -~ Voodroir Uilson., The “lake Forest Zoar
of Trustees was annara ﬂtlv impressed enough with Dixon's descrition of 'lilson's
credentials that ther awarded the future nresident an homorary desree of Doctor
of Laws degree. . .



Cook, Fire From the Flint veeneeel(2)

Dion was invited
went to ilew York,
hgodless" city life of w
about 5 years. .

L2
and unchurched in lew York

Dizon's attraction to US imnerialism,

. oDuring the fall of 1396 Dixon became
vitally interested in the cause of Cuban Independence
snoke on the subject brfore MY audiences he dranned the
snd Cuban flags.

h074inﬂ services in 2 new interdenomination’ church that ms

.+ s o oven Dixon
stage with American
. +0u this time he had given up his Y church, . . and was
AUt at the Academy of
Jusic! snacious Quult orium o o

The Academy of ‘usic hecame the center for the national revolutionary HGers

for the Cuban cause. . o Dixon was in grea® deamdn 2s a speaker on the subject.

L] L]
A
desoite his fee of a $1000 for each speech . . From 1898 until 1901 Dixon
bou“edf the nation . . .The Chautaugua tours were perhans the most famous

espect of his acreer at this time. . . . .ile was renhted to be one of the rost

sought after speakers of this neriod. commanded large fees and became
rather wealthy . « »

He bought the great Elmington estate in Glousester county, Vi:

roginia. « .and lived
1like a true southern gentleman e o othe 01d manor was built by slaves before
the Civil Yar. .

. oDizon had the outside refurbished in the classic

Greek
wotif. . .and had “annamaker's furnish the 35-room interior,

s o o o

Church in llew Llork, an
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were to take Dixon all over the nation . . .
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e would set forth in literature the
“econstruction. « o «Cook presents the major motive he
Yixon's determination to correct the view of ‘sconstruction in the Torth
set forth in Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin.

aoutn s story o

u

9, His Lusmrient Igpagination

Divon's idea was a triology on the “econstruction South,
B

. oHis idea grew out of
contact with Henry ¢

inckowitz's trilogy of the Poles under the Teutonic Knights,
The idea of an exrended literary statement like this annealed to Dixon

that the southern white was also a suppressed peoples under Rlack

u

o believed
Reconstruction .
iis fiest wark, The Leopard'
sell over 1,000,000 copies,

s Spots(1902)was an instant success. . .and would

e o o

m

The next work

nace. » oWriting sometl:
nonth and sent off tec Do



Cook deals with Di*on's thpatr*CQT experiment by adapting the Clansman
for he theatre, . '"The Greatest Pl?v off the South". ., ., .He deals with the

ctions of the SOUbh and the northern asudiences to the drama, ¢ % &

such of Dixon's wealth as a result of his literary endeavor was being nuwmoed into
the stock market, . . .4And he was to lose most 1t in the 1907 panis, o & o e
It was only the': that he moved to write the third volume of the Reconstruction
tridogy ~- The Traitor: A Storv of the Fall of the Invisible Empire(1907-8)
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1 1915 & n went one step further to zet nis ™essag
rease his nersonal fortune to be sure, , . .

de searched for a studio who would make his Clansmen into a movie., . .The genre
being new it was d ealing only in comedy and low farces. . . .The Clansman was
simpli too °ﬂ01tnou5 and expensive and absurd for the noscent Industry. . . »

“ut Dixon came across an unknown in the young nrofession of movie-making by the

name of David Wark Griffith . , .Griffith was a Kentuckian now in NY o o G was
turned on by the scenerio of the Clansman for the MOViE€,s o o o

The two men worked close together in a dirty loft in Union 5 QJave putting together
ne scenerio , o o o-hey started a new nrecduction coupay called Fhe Enoch

e + v ¢
d ﬁdﬁi f/ Producing Cowpany., . . Then G went to uoij’ood to snot the film,

Ticulty getting horses
rohlem because

inere was 4if
on sheeting nresented a
—

The film ran into 211 soris of nroblems, .,
with the war on . . .The o)

cotton was being
The length of tne

o
Company. . .Actors tres de t
film could continue, . .”he Gish swstrvs contr
to the effort. . . After Q@ weeks of shotine the i
tried all new kinds of techniques --close up, h
iris dissolve, the soft focus close-up. . ,al’ 7 altions i he trade. .
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