Liberating

By James Lardner

The Civil War, as every former
high school student knows, ended
slavery—but perhaps not quite the
way the story was always told in
high school.

Before Abraham Lincoln and the
federal government had come to a
final judgment on the slavery ques-
tion, tens of thousands of blacks had
enlisted in the Union Army and
made the Civil War a “self-liberating
experience,” says historian Ira Ber-
lin. Black soldiers who started out
calling every white man “boss” or
“captain” gradually learned, accord-
ing to Berlin, “that not every white
man is a captain—some are Corpo-
rals and some are sergeants.” They
also learned all the laws, rules and
customs that insulate a soldier from
the whims of his superiors, and they
carried that sophistication back with
them into the fight to gain freedom
and full citizenhood for the still-
enslaved.

This is the view of emancipation
that emerges from an extraordinary
book of documents unearthed over
the last see'_v,ergl%?egns by a team of
scholars from the University of
Maryland. “We think this is going to
change the kind of history that’s
written at all levels,” says Berlin,
who headed the project with Joseph
P. Reidy and Leslie ,;'B?%Lland.

“They have done something which
1o individual historian has ever done
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or could ever do,” says Columbia
University historian Eric Foner. “It’s
absolutely indispensable for anyone
interested in the history of this pe-
riod . .. Probably three-quarters or
more of the material they published
has never been seen by anybody
since it was written.”

Besides offering an unprecedented
look at what ordinary people, white
and black, thought and did as they
gaw slavery grinding to an end, “The
Black Military Experience”—the
first published volume of a planned
series with the overall title, “Free-
dom: A Documentary History of
Emancipation”—shows how slaves
and free blacks, in Foner's words,
“seized the opportunity presented by
the war to unravel the institution of
slavery . .."

In the fall of 1863, black soldiers
from the North began agitating for
the same $13-a-month pay as whites,
often flatly refusing the $7 the War
Department had decided to offer
them ($10 minus a $3 clothing de-
duction). Later. the protest spread to
ex-slave soldiers from the South, and
“for most slaves,” says Berlin, “prob-
ably the first political act that they
engage in is this struggle over equal
pﬂy-”

It was a hard struggle. Many
black soldiers went months without
pay to press their claims, even
though they had families at home

See EMANCIPATION, B11, Col. 1




SRR
‘Mg eiseuwngsod ‘puegsny s88iq
‘SIAl Aq. pazies slem $I19339] 989Y],
: « ©° peox jeyy
03 PeOX By} S18Y] [0} S0UBSOYIU0D
INOK J31 * * * NOK J0J Bq [[i4r 1 95I0M
8y} pue ued NoA se Suo[ sB MOU UO
PIoy 3snp * - * 41 9dsdoe j0u pip noA
18y} MOU Pe[3 WE ] INq Py Umo
Awr 103 s1e[[Op £9703 NOA Aed 01 92U0
patajjo [, 10y Sulfje) “ToUMO IOULIO]
SIY JO Qjim Y3} 03 8j0IM OS[e S
«98BpUOq wRUINY JO 00 Afpeed
~$9 P[IYO UMO SIY [e31 PINOd Uewre
Teyy fes prey 1sad | 9By UBHSLYD)

03 PadIO] U9 PeY Ay Ing ‘Funsy
-U9 Aq wopaayy siy paured pey oory
"BSIOA 90IA PUR ‘SI9JSBW IBUIIO] SIY
PIeMm0] SIpNJIjIe §9AR[S-Xd UEB OUI
esdwi[3 nyramod B §19Jj0 801 poom
-810dg 144 Jo souspuodssiiod sy,
“‘uenifod yog|q
[NJS8300NS B Qwredeq ‘urieyg sAES
‘pue urese 39513S aY) I9AO PBSSOID,
9y ‘90eJIns 0} ueSeq YInI} SY) USYM
‘premiale nq ‘rem ayp Sunnp ojym
103 ssed 03 peploep Jeyoeg I8y}

1Sy Y- SL- 9YS JBYY oW WOL vy
[[83 MO ° - : s19p[oYsARlS 10j Ayjed
-WAS OU 9ABY PUB N0 UI0M §I §}09ds
-o1 AW mour ng wayy 10 709dsar
WOS' pey T Jey) 9ysnoyy s0uo [ * -
POOJq pue Yss[y uo SIYy [283s 0} uew
10 P3pUsIUI IeAdU POS Jeyy mouy
18y 93] ] Ing NOA [e93s 03 PaLI) | jEY)
Pres A1ey] SSI InOX * *  [[ia Jusw
-uIeA0D) s1yy dn nok sa1d quop sigiq
JI, oM 8y oy Aur swx 9800 31
J1 NOA aA®Y [[im T 78Y) pamsse ag,,
‘WIOP8IJ I[8Y) SIN0as
pue (813p[os 9xoe[q papuny g pue
SNYM paIpuny g, yym wayy 03 uing
-01 03 Butsiwrod s13)ySnep iy 2j0im
201y ‘SN0 4G ur [epdsoy Areyiux
© woig "AreAe[s ul AJiwrej siy aaws[

unkoyo3)N Kuply £q ‘puvjmoy *g a1sa7 puv uay v ‘Ap1y g ydasop

-e] Jsumo-uonejueld siy Aq YION
juss Useq peYy Ady] Jeyje Jyjouwr -
9AB[S-X® SIY Aq BIYd[epe[IyJ Ul pasiel 251

ussq Suiaey ‘Suofe [[e 28Iy SIY. v

]

umouy A[[es1 pey ay ‘pa[eassl SJUSUL s

nod

-0 [RUOLIPPE Se Ing "YOB[q SDm i

3 PAISA0OSIP pue Jpeswiy uoysenb
3y} OJul Payoo[ pey oY JByj 9j0ImM, &
fyo[eg ‘Ieje yoe[q sem 8y Sur:is:
-15033nS SIOWINI JO WIOIA BY) SEM Y-
18y} PofesAal Juauwider )Iym e Y
POAISS DEY OUM UBIOJSA UOM() © <=
UPIYM U1 19333] B JO JUQWISRI} © YIm L
surdeq ‘ojdurexe 10j ‘IOUO[RY UIMPH oy
Jo o[y adurys oy, A109s 9SS € [33 iy
03 dn payur 8q p[noo ‘ssumy sjere -
-das 78 punoy ‘sadunos ojeredes woxy -
SIUBUWINIOP JO SALISS ® mwaswﬁow et

*sKes =«

e

8y ,‘seATyore oYy ur sfurpes: onqnd ===

9ABY P,9M, PUE 1Y € 0} SUI00 PINOM s
320M [[e Jey) Sutaungs 0s Spuly epeur
A[[euoIsedo soperwod sy pue uy
-19¢g ‘SI0QE] 18y} JO 9SIN0D A U]
9917 3uteq 0 S9AE[S
dureq woly Suod sydoad ® jo ppaom
3y} Ul aIdymAue $I81Xe JBY) PI0IAI
9Ny oy SISy, ‘skes uldeg
L Juswow Jeyy e JySnoyy [wopsaly =
pue A1oAB[s usemjaq] 98ps Y3 uo -

3urpue)s oydoad JeyM JO a5URS B J95- e

SES T i S el |

4
L1

N0, ‘SJUSWINIOD 9SO} [[8 WOI] . on
« SPI00RT v

e

(SIOSO[ By} 303 SIOUUIM BYY,, Jey) S -
§9J0U UIIag SE ‘Tem JO S)NIy wmouy
~198S9] OU} JO SUO B0WIS ‘AOBISpa] . .
-UO7) PaIesjep oY} JO SHUN SNOMEA oo
PuE ‘(ymog pardnooo ayy ur suory -
-ejue[d pauopueqe jo jusweSeurw i
ey} pesiaredns yorym) juawrireds(y o
AImseai], oyj ‘neaing SUSWIPAdL] ==
94} JO 950y} ‘Spi0dax 18Yj0 Suoure i
‘& P3Y[00] 0S¢ ASYJ, "SOATYOIY [eUOl} - -t
BN 94} Ul o padwied Aay) §IeA -
991y} 8y} SULIND WBs) SIY pue ulIeg
Aq peussios s1aded jo sdnoig ofew ..
Uszop 0M3 Ioqe Jo auo ‘sdooxy, paio -,
-[07) JO nesing s Awry ayj jo sfeuue
9y} ur dn punom 13)39] s uIpoos) - <=
« U3 J[es(T A[3Snp sn asRy 0)
‘UOEN 2Y3 JO SAUNIAXY YY) §B MG
Mop 03 Tesdde sy *** Koexvows(y
PUe ‘uoru() 9y Jo asusyep ur ‘poojq
Y3im punoid sy} peAp eaey ‘euy -
SOy’ JO SUBPUSOS( SuSNL], JUSI s
-ed oyj, ‘s;oyjorg pue ‘spueqsniy s
‘SU0g pajTedep 0§ 51897 UI ‘QUOE Jou * =
I8 “I3ISIg 10 ‘OfI\ ‘ISYIO] UOXES
oBuy o3 ‘Aepo, - SYAYNOL
VI M 88 10 ‘suapjog am oIy ~-
‘ST Uoysenb urewr ayj MON],, :UjooUI]
0} 18136 ® uI 9s€d 9y} Ind Surpoox)
Atusy sewep [d) sy ‘Jeswiy ujod
-UI'] JUSPISAIJ IO SIOPUBWIUIO) Arejl
-l ‘suetongijod 0 Sumiim Jo 8Inol
A5[s1x ss9[ oY} j00) SIAIP[OS IOYI)
"9[NPayos uo
MO PaLITed I5pI10 UB—p98Y ‘63 "G,
U0 AL2)SNW Y34 YyJeap 03 305s, aq
03 I8}[BA) 10 I8PIO 8] SI J00q B}
Ul JUSWMOOP 1XoU 9y} g ,JJeU
9y} Jo Sulpuejsiepun paudjySiue
Ue,, 107 papesyd sy pue ‘Aed [enba jo
estwoxd 9yj uo Sumgsijus ojur passead = =
Us3q pey 8y Jeyy ,3In0d o[qelouoy, ==
oY} populer Ioy[epp onssi Aed
9y} I9A0 uonIssep-ssewl SuiSm jo
PasNode ‘§199juNoA BUIOIE)) YINOS
JO quemisey py[, oYy jo IoN[eA -
WEI[Ip ‘Juesdiss yoe[q & Jo Auoury
-S8} [eI}IEUI-2IN0D By} Sepn[oUl J00q
UL, "}[NSAI B S S9AI I18Y) 9507 A[[era’
-08 SA91S 9AI)OR BI0W Y00} OYM Maj
V "Moddns 105 weyy uo Surpusdop.

I1g wodd ‘NOLLVdIDNVINE

b
§
.

&

Iilllli-i!lilblﬂﬂill!"I‘lllilfﬁ



'05°LE$ J0
aoud 9s1] & sey pue ‘ssfed zgg sund
SWN[OA 9811 BYJ, ‘8581 AJiSIDATU[)
adpuquue)) £q paysijqnd aq 03 st selt
-85 9UJ, ‘SWIpuny Jo pamsse s—AIe
-AB[S JO UOIONIISHP Y} UO—aumn
-[0A dI0Ur U0 AJU() "SIATYOIY [euon
-BN 93 8 §100 995pnq Aq jqnop oju
UMOIY] useq sey 203 ey Inq ‘siesk
Tep  [1AID-1s0d 2yl ojur  Surpusy
-X9 S9WIN[OA SIOWN IO USZOP B jjey
ysiqnd 03 sadoy uipieg ‘Ajjenjusagy
‘Ue3aQ 91" OUIS SILOA XIS 8y} 1940
000028 ©3 000°09$ jo 3800 [enuue

93eI9AR UE 12 SUIl) © 18 SI9U0Ieasdl

8A1j 03 dn paajoAur sey yIom 8y,

“SOAT] WROLISUIY
LepAians 03 weyy A1dde pue 819YJe]
Surpunoj oy3 jo siaded pe3osy[od ay
Surystiqnd ur pasn spoyjeur sures Yy
e} 03—AI0381Y | AN-UI0370q,, PIEMO]
L0381y  umop-doy,, woly Feme ssow
03 330j0 SNOIASUOD € Jo 1aed s8 ‘9L6T

Ul UOISSIUIWO)) SPI08Y PUE SUOKBOY|

“qnd [OMOISIH [BUOLEN] 8y} Aq peje
-l sem 9oafoxd  wopaaiy, sy,
‘Surddiym oy op sxoe|q pey pey
‘98I0M SI333BUI 3ew 03 ‘pue ‘sdoo)
qoe[q sy Buisnqe oy paddigm
JOIP[0S UM B PIIOPIO PRY Y 18158
predoyg wo padesy wisWIO Ay
ayidsap ‘Tersua’ 1a1pESLIq 0 predsyg
" 9BES] o)) duo djowoid 03 purwt
-Wod Aurre ay3 paSin osfe sewoy,y,
«'S}[BOM J0J YIT1J Ul PaIaFIns I18Y30
9y}—oadsar A1eae wr 10§ pared
Sem UBWL 8U() " * 904 oY} 0} §398]
1ST3 UM oIy 9Y3 o spis Aq oprs
11°3 O8I 9Y3 384 puy joN ;uonip
-U09 JI9Y} Us3( 9ABY PINOM SIY} NOA
HUIY} ‘SI8IP[OS S)IYM US8Q USW 958y
PeH “* dn wiy Sunes arem oy

8y} 7By} paurejdwod 8y pue—poo[q
Ym pejeinies Suiyihiend ‘prey-ed
-18( 9Y3} WO PALLIEd Sem oY YoIgM
Ul $S0ap 9Y) UI 198 sem,, o] pajeind
~UIB UB YJIM ISIP[OS U() MES ] 18YM
JO SSaUIYI[Y JoJ 8y} SIS 90U
-UR), ‘9014 8Y ‘UIWI JO SPIOM,,
‘[eieuasd
U0251NS JUR]SISSE SY2 0] I9)39] Sul1s)
-SI[q ® Jj0 J0Us oY ‘d[[ayseN ul 9T
"ON [e3dsoH,, 12 pasnoy Suleq aIom
§d001} pspunom SIY YOIYM JIapun
SUOIJIPUOD 8Y) MBS SBWOYJ, Usym
INg "areMB[a(] Ul JSPJOYSAR[S B Usa(
pey ‘ojdwexs 10] ‘SewrOyJ, OZUAI
-0 ‘uey) ‘[py ‘ureg skes  ‘sI1s1p[os
1Y) YIIM UOIJBOYIIUSPI QUWIOS 808
01 u1daq nok pue ‘efueyo 03 ureq
sAn3 989y} JO SWIOS, ‘O[39Bq UI SIUS
-1edxe paured sjpun oe[q oY) pue
Aq quam swry se g *Ayisoy uado
UJIM  $9JBUIPIOONS 118U} Pajess; §I9
-puBWIUIOd 883y} JO AuBw ‘Afferiuy
‘uorjourold yonb e
0] 2IN0I Y SB SHUSUWIUSISSL Yons Mes
sisiunjioddo pue ‘sseoord wopuEl
SI0UX © AQ USSOYD 8IoM SISPUBIUIOD
‘PaISI{Us OUM S3AB[S 0] WIOPsdIy Sul
-I9JJ0 UBSS(Q pue SISIP[OS }oB[q Sursn
JO ®OpI 8y} 03 PO A[peoiq
QI0WI SWBIAQ UOW[) 8y} SB ‘19%[
mg  SISIUONI0GR  PomOAB  A[ensn
QIBM—B)IYM [[B—SISPUBIIIOD IIBY)
pue ‘sproyduons JsIonIjogqe Isyjo
PUB $)19SNYOBSSRIA] Ul PeSIEI dIam
sd001} }or[q 3s11] oY ], ‘UoIjedioUBWd
Jo yoroxdde syj 07 s931yM JO 9suods
-81 3} SeYRUIWIN][I OS[B 0O( AYJ,

L uojdurgsepy ur
pue ATeJIuI 8y} Ul JUBUIKIOP O SBAt
oNSSI JOB[( U] Jeyy aAdl[aq J,UpIp am
pue, ‘sofrend) sfes  ‘sy0v[q 0jBINI]
‘8YOR[q °Je[NOIIE AUBW JBY) olom
819U} PIWBAID 9ARY JoASU PINOM

IM,, ‘eIoWIjRg Ul ANSIOAIU() 8181
uesIo| 18 A10381y jo Iossajord snj
-lwWe ‘saprend) utwelusg sppe ‘10
-yjoue pue pury auo jo s3dA3081038
ynm Aeme op 0 SpUs) }00q JO pury
SIY1, ‘UI[Ieg 0} SuIpI0ddE | ‘3sdp,
pue swiep, Ou—Uyd9ads [SI)SUIU, OU
sI axeyj nq ‘prezeydey si  dousriod
-X{ ATBN[IAL HOB[g 9Y, Ul uonen
-ound pue 3uijads sy} Jo YONJAT
« " 9DIAIOS §97B1S paIuf)
9y} UI U9 8ARY Jejje JJI[ eIninj Aux
18A0 PNOJY B 98B0 Of, Aduspusjie ue -
9ABY P[nOM ey} PUIW JO UOHBAMD -
18Y} 0B[ OP ] PUe YE(Q) - UIRJUNOA-

Sy} oy sudpr soIpnfely BIYM -

A¥onjuey] ur Si swoy Aur, ‘pejour
Ausamg . * * sAB[S U9aQ - JuiABY” 8N
Jo Auofeur oY) UOWONIISUI JO PIdU
-ur Ajdesp pueis op C  *,, ‘jusuiZer
SIYJ JO ,UOIBAS[9 ATBI8)I] PUE [BIOul,
8y} 10j jooyos e Sursodoxd Hsiy uoj
-UI[)) "Us¥) "3LIg 03 9101M ‘SAB[S A3on)
-Usy] I8WI0] e ‘Ausemg uyop ‘339
. J[os)1 uony
-ediouBWS JO 803 8Y) puohsq sjysis
1Py} pesiei—Gy pue Q] Jo sdde
9} U9am)a( BOLIOWY Ul USWI YOB[q
1[e Jo juedred 1z Suinjusseidal ‘G9gT
Jo Suids oty Aq wiayy JO 000'6LT 2
PINOM 818Y}—SISIP[OS HOB[( I9Y3Q
('seye18
IopIog ul [e39] 1S sem UIpjoyaAR[S
usym $98T JIequiejdeS Ul 19339
SIY 9]0IM ‘URLINOSSIIAT © ‘s381(T)
PUBIS UBD T UBY) SIOUX ST [9IDP
-Uunods }0e[q B yons Aq pajnsul snyj
9 01,, pue saAe[s Ul dn pai) sem £319
-doad s1y [[e Ing ‘uorup) 8y} o3 [eAof
ussq pey oy jey} paurejduwod s3Siq
£jun0es s Aiure) s38I(J oY) JO oyes
5y} 10J 97818 8y} WOIJ [eAOUISI 63013
Suipuewiep ‘pURWIWIOd AULTE dy} 03
wey) peplemioj Ajusue oym ‘s38iq



