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RACE AND RECONSTRUCTION;
EDGEFIELD COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

Historians have long ucknowledged the importance of race in American history.
but only recently have they begun systemutically to analyze problems of recisl
adjustment, The most comprehensive and influentiul work thus far is thet of C.
Vann Woodward, which draws on sociologist Pierre L. Van den Berghe's
bipartite raee relations typology paternalistic and competitive = to explain
the rise of segregation at the end of the 19h century, In Woodward's view,
slavery was a puternalistic system. charaeterized by intimate but unequal contart
hetween races, that musk«(i white rucial prejudiecs with professions of love for
subordinate blacks. This paternalistic system continued through Reconstruction
until the last quarter of the 19th century. Then, with urbanization. growth and
diversification of industry, and development of the New South ideology. race
relations changed from paternalistic to competitive. In the competitive system of
race velations. role and occupation were no longer sharply defined by race:
blacks hegan to nurrow disparities hetween themselves o whites in eduration,
income. and lifestyle, Whites responded with luws reguluting contsct briween
races. and lacks and whites hecame more physically segregated. Revent suppont
for Woodward's theory has come from Eugene 1, Genovese, who srgues that
slavery's paternalism hubituated Afro-Americuns to an accommaodationist
attitude detrimental to the freedman's quest for equality during Reconstruction.!

To test the Woodward and Genovese theories ubout the nature of davery and
race relations. this puper exomines the changing patterns of race relations in
Edgeficld County. South Carolina during Reconstruction, the formative period
of southern posthellum social develepments, Events in Fdgefield during
Reconstruetion bring into question Ju' positions of both Woodward and
Genovese about black aequieseenee in a white dominated paternalistic system in
the decade following emaneipation, Instead, events in that county indicate that
the period from 1807 to 1877 in particular was one of fierce competition briween
blacks and whites for politieal and economie power. Fdgefield County may have
heen typical of rural southern communities in the Reconstruction period: it
certainly provided a model followed by other South Carolina counties, &Mﬂd
County was part of the cotton-producing helt of the state: and the county seat,
Fdgefield Village, was the commereiul hub of a predominantly rural area,
Because the county produced leaders who dominated South Carolina polities and

‘

loomed large in Southern history. Fdgefield's impact on state and regional
history. and thus on the American past, hus been considerable. Even more
importantly. the county led South Caroling s patteras of race relations
erystallized during and ufter Reconsteuetion.?

In Edgefield, the period from 1805 1o the T8N, a time of transition (rom
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paternalism to competitive segregation in ruce relutions, wea chareeterized by
uncertainty, unrest, and confusion us bluceks and whites attempted to define theie
new soctl roles.? Undor dlavery, there hud been no ambivslence ubout the
relationship of hlacks to whites, no erucial questions about role, und no need for
whites to employ indirect methods of controb over Wscks, When the Civil War
destrayed Dboth the cconomie syatem of sluvery and the framework of wacial
control and discipline implicit in slavery. Blucks and whites hud to define new
cconomie and sovinl relationships in o setting thut neither group completely
controlled. During Reconsteuction, Republicans cought o ereate s demaerstie
socicty in which blacks were aetive participants along with whites, The planter
eluss reacted by attempting to substitute for sluvery new forms of social and
economie dominance aw gimilar s possible to slavery.d At first, this white elite
was restrained by the Republican state and nutionu! governments, und Wacks
wore able to eleet political leaders und to protect themwelves, bn 1877, sfter years
of inconclusive struggle. external politicul and military controls were removed,
and southern elites (rmvv their former slaves from positions of politieal suthority
and into renewed sovial, political. and economie cubmervience,

In Reconstruction. Edgefield County blucks outnumbered whites 25417 to
17.040, The ruces continued to live in close justaposition o cach other as they
had during slavery: but during Reconstruetion. when rules of intercourse had
broken down, geographical intermingling only exueerbated tensions, OF the
adult males in 1870, 80% of the white and 95 o of the bluck were engaged in
agriculture, There was marked shift of both ex-sluves and whites into tenantry
and eotton production throughout the period, In TH70, anly 4% of Falgefield
County’s bluck_compured to 05% of white houschold heuds owned Land, Thae
whites of Fdgeficld were led by the antebellum upper cluss, Athough its wealth
was greatly diminished by the Civil War, the old elite still ranked in the top
decile of wealth for white households, five yeors after Appommtos, Moreover,
these elites were experienced loaders — three white Reconstruction leaders had
been Confederate generals and two had werved us the state’s governor during the
Civil War®

The planter elite maintuined its intelleetunt dominance through its superior
communication system. In the postwar struggte hetween an oral AMro-Nuwrican
culture and a literate white culture, whites had o tremendons advantage in
organization. As late as 1880, only 10% of Edgefield County's black houschold
heads were literate, compared to over 90% of white household hrads,
Communications with the Afro-American community were conveyed through
personul contuet in political, edueationul. religious. and militury institations, For
news of events heyond Edgefield, blacks relied upon their leuders,

On the other hand. blacks overcame many of the disadvantuges of illiteracy by
drawing upon their unespeeted bt considerable organizationul skills. Black
religious, military. and politival leadership positions were oceupied by the same
individuals who comprised an interlocking elite within the \fro- American
community. For example, Methodist minister David Harris, Sr. was at the same
e preacher. state representative, and major in the militin where he served us
chaplain, In addition. each Afro-American organization furthered the interets
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of the others, For example. Robert Brown Elliott used hin puomt e stiste gasistant
adjutant_general to organize the Nutiongl Guurd Serviee South Caroling
(N.G.S.G), While the TBT0 federal connus win Iwing tuken, Ellion had partisen
consis enumerntors aet ws onlistment officers for the militiv, Falgedield County's
militia unit was one of those ueed by Governor Robwert K. Seott for polities)
purposes through the appointment of 1{14- county's locul leaders ws officers,

The role of black sehouls in organizing the community in bens clear than thet of
churches or milivia, Although whites detested the Wack militia and initislly
opposcd efforts by Afro-American chureh members to form separate
congregations, they viewed establishment of Dluck sehools after the Civil War
with loss disfuvor, But churches und black edueation were clusely related, Some
black ehurehes provided buildings und money o help suppon publie education
for Afro-Americans, In addition to public sehools, by IH:I Fadgefield freednwen
had seventeen Sunduy sehools, all hut one manuged by Ilaeks, Young Wack men
throughout the South taught sehool in rural ureus like Edgefield County to earn
money to attend college and seminary. while the children of some Fdgefield
black” preachers became sehool teachers, Sehool teachers were even better
reprosented than preachers umong local Bluek’ politieal leadership, suggesting
that the schaol system was used as another meuns of politically organizing
Fdgefield's Afro-American community.®

Whitew also used churches, sehools, and voluntury wssaitions for politieal
mobilization, More importunt, widespread subseription to the loval newspaper,
the Bdgefield Advertisor, fucilitated white communicution umd orgunization in
the Demoeratic Party, The ubility to orgunize. persade, propagandize, and
mohilize their membership lhmuu{n printed medio was particularly important in
a farming society such us Edgefield where fummilien lived some distanee apart,
Oral eulture i limited in space o nural-orul relutionships and thus is inefficient
in communicating informution rupidly over greut distanees, In addition. the
srinted word lends itself inherently to precise expression of un idea, Newsprapers
ike the Edgefield Advertisor were essentinl mm#iu to convey the world view of
planter hegemony to people in their loculities. In rural areus, editors like James
T, Bacon and articulate members of the white elite writing to the paper were the
southern hackwoods intellectunls who forinulated convineing arguments for
planter dominanee by muking them relesunt to the coneerns of their neighbors.”

To save their hegemony. white leaders exploited every advantage.
Tmmediately after the War, however, the Freedmen's Burean, bucked by Federal
troops. provided some protection for blucks und treied to mediate between ex-
slaves and plantation owners, Whites from all goeiul stutions, lowest to ighest,
were arrested for erimes vanging from disturbing the peace wid conspiracy o
murders they learned thut they could no longer simply go out und shoot prople,
For the first time, black people reccived guuranteed rights of um-uul!l} und
freedom of speech, Planters learned the limits of their power, but only at the

. .

expense of reducing Fdgefield. from the white peespective, to an accupied
territory, On July 12, 1805, James T, Bacon, editor of the Edgeficld ddvertiser,
warned the abolitionist, De, Munsfield Freach, thie when mahing speeches he
had better “keep o general ut his side und soldiers at his back, for on Friday last,
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nothing on eurth but the fear of el buyonetted or thrown into prison. kept us
from hurling o stone ut hix head, Perhups on some future weeusion, the
indignation of some outrnged Southern mun will cause him 10 forget hoth
bayonet and prison,” The Nrimriul carned Bacon two weeks in o Charleston juil,®

The racial conflict resobved into two spheres, political und economie, Bresuse
of bluck enfranchivement in 1807, the political waw the more urgent., By October,
1807, 4307 blacks und 2.507 whites were registered to vote in Edgefield, Nest
month, newly registered votere cust their hullots in fuvor of v stute consitutions)
convention that met in Junuary. 1808 to forge w new doeument thut was rstified
in April. The new constitution guarunteed that “distinetions on weeount of race
or color . o . be prohibited, und all clusses of citizens shull enjoy equally sl
common public, legal, und political privileges.” Under ity provisions, county
elections were set for June 2 and 3. 1808.°

As the elections approached, newspaper editors and influential white leaders
urged the formation of local Demoeratic elubs und ugricultural socictien to
prevent blacks and whites from voting Republican and to formulute remedies for
the landowner's plight, In Edgefield. o loeal landowner pleaded for ceation of
white men's chubs that would pledge themselses not to vote for or eniploy un
Republicuns or members of the Union League, *When our present contracts with
them expire.” he continued. 1ot us ceuse o give them employment, ceas o give
them work: let them look o members of their Leugue for support: patronize
only your friends.” The Edgefield Advertiser encouraged landowners 1o we “ull
our wealth, influence, und popularity, with the blacks, wn well us the whites, to
win. und reminded veaders: “meat und bread ure involved in these elections,
White men are not going to feed their enemics,” In the spring of 1808, hoth
Demoeratic clubs and agricultural societies appeared in the South Caroling
upeountry: significantly and as in Edgefield. the officers und members of both
organizations were often the sume,'

These societics used sovial and ceonomie intimidation through threats of
discharge from employment to haruss black und white voters, Violenee, while not
freely discussed in publie, emerged us 0 means of coercing freedmen, both as
voters and as workers, and of keeping in line uny whites who might threaten the
gocial fabric, But in 1808, the lundowners fuiled in their quest for undisputed
control on the farms and in the county court house,

I'he organization of the elites into Demoeratic clubw and agriculural societies
during eleetions might be interpreted simply ax proof it fundowners were
determined to use their ccanomic power sgninst the Republican onslaught, Whea
one examines the planters” immediote and overt setions after they fuiled to
regain political dominunee, however, their desire to regulute the social order is
ohvious and explicit. They tried to preserve as much of sluvery us they could wnd
prevent the advancement of hlucks, Two Fd efield white teaders clearly
understood the impact political developmenty rmw on ecanomie and sociul
developments, One week after the county elections, the “Bald Eagle of the
Confederaey,” General Murtin Witherspoon Gary, cogently stuted the argumnent:
“It s not a question of property or mental qualifications.” bt ifany Dlachs are
allowed 1o vote, “you have consented to muke this n mongrel government = to
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muke the childeen of your former slaves the succensful competitons of your
children for the honors of the state .o . There oxisted an irrepressibde
confliet hetween free lubor and slave lubor . . 1t will continues, in a conflie
between the Caucasion and African ruees,” Democratic leader George Tillman,
pursuing the same theme, acceurately prophesied the course that Fdgefield’s
veconstruction would take: “Onee breuk down the harrier between the reces, as
to political rights, on uny qualificutions whatever, and every succeeding election
would continue to demolivh more and more of the harrier until ufter @ while
there would be no barrier ot all,” In the sparsely witled upeountry arees like
Edgefield “where Tand g plentiful, where fubor is searce, und wages high.” he
argued that blucks us voting citizens would continue (o incresse in number 8
become more and more powerful politically, They would then put their friends
in offices of authority und benefit from educationul opportunities that elerted
of ficials would be forced to give them, They would finally vote only for those
that treated the “nigger and the nigger race us sovial and political equals.”
Tillman concluded, “Onee grant a negro political privileges . . . you instantly
advance his social status,” "

Next month the Edgefield Advertiser printed Tillman's advocucy of denying
black people their political rights, Political rights, he contended, would lead
black ownership of land. “There is nothing which mukes o man s free, so
independent, and wo lordly in his us irations, us ownership of land.” For this
reuson. all white men are engaged in u mighty erusade “against the colored
man.” By common congent the land, labor, und lives of the colored races are
articles of free trade umong Caucasions everywhere,” This crusade ageinst
colored races made every white man a democrat to “every other white man. but
an aristoerat o every colored mun, It is muking every white man a congueror, a
landowner und a governor, or exterminator of Sw colored man,”"?

In accordance with the Gury-Tillman doctrines, Edgefield Democrats used
violence and fraud to prevent the November, 1868 federal election from being
held rather than permit Afro-Americans to vote. Even then blacks did not yield
casily to white intimidation. Among the courageous freedmen was James Martin
who after declaring his intention to walk to the polls. lost his joh and was warned
by a white neighbor, *We intend to kill everyone who starts there, for no d.. —d
nigger shall vote in this county.” About o week hefore the election a crowd came
10 his house at night and fired rqwulvdl?' in the yard und once through his door.
Degpite this, Murtin set out for the potls some fifteen miles away. He met two
friends who had been to vote and who hud been shot, “f aw their wounds.”
Martin testified, *They were my neighbors, and 1 twlked with them ..
Undaunted. he arrived ot the polls, only to find that ne voting ws tuking place.?

To the Demoerats’ chugrin, federal and state investigations und subsequent
action showed that such biatant local acts would not be tolerated, The Republican
Presidentinl electors were returned and a congressiman seated, Consequently. in
1870, plosters appeared in sheep’s clothing ax the South Carolina Rvi’urm party
with Idgefield's L‘vn«rnl Mathew Culbreath Butler as candidute for lieutenant
governor, But they were again defeated at the polls in their statewide maneuver
to oust the Republican party, Despite paternalistic appeals, economic
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intimidation. and violence, in every cleetion throughout Reconstruetion, ex-
slaves continued to vote Republican aguinst thelr former musters” interesta snd in
their own. Until 1877, control of the coercive powers of both state and local
government by Afro-Americans made possible real gaing in their ceonomie
position and soeinl status, In Edgefield, Reconstruetion seemed to be succeeding,
threatening planter hegemony and providing freedmen cconomic, social, snd
political opportunities,

Sinee polities and cconomics worked in tandem in the rural South, related o
the political struggle was the struggle over lund und labor control. Southern
wealth was based on agriculture, and control over land und lubor were central
problems that southerners, black and white. hud to confront immediately after
the Civil War, Both black and white community leaders understood the
interrelationship of polities and economies, After the abolition of slavery. a
variety of choices arose in settling land tenure problems, The possibilities ranged
from tenantry to wage labor or part-time employment. to a division of
plantations among emuncipated blucks, Willinm Henry Trescont, South
Garoling's specinl lobbyist in Washington during Presidentiol Reconstruetion,
wrote to Governor Jumes L, Orr in December of 1805, *You will find that this
question of the control of lubor underlies every other question of stute interest,”
I'lolh whites and blacks in Edgefield were coger to know Federal plans for lund
distribution to freedmen. During o mid-December, 1805 visit to Fdgeield. the
chief officer of the Freedman's Bureau in northern South Caroling decured that
whites would continue to own their lund = blucks “owned the labor™ = und
recommended that blacks he paid one-thied of the erop,'

As long as the plantoeraey maintained control u} the land and could find
laborers, the Edgefield white elite believed it could preserve the essence of this
antebellum order even without slaves, In 1805, for exomple, several members of
the elite established an “Immigration Society™ to reeruit un “intelligent and
thrifty white population™ and to “muke ourselves independent of the negro.”
Although the venture failed, it demonstrates the carly determination of the
upper elass 1o preserve o plantation cluse society by muintaining control of both
land and labor® In other ways, the white elite decided soon after the war to
make offective use of the power that derived from a lundowning monepoly. In
1805, the Edgefield Advertisor. voiee of the white estublishiment, observed thatif
Congress disallowed the proposed stute Bluek Codes compelling blacks to Tabor,
the “alternative is to keep the negro from becoming o landhalder”™ The
newspaper pointed to Trinidad us the only place where froe Bluek abor had
proved suceessful. The renson was thatall the “land . . is owned by the white
man and the negro is unable to get possession of a foot of it — he mist work or
perish.”” A law was needed to “impose a s of one or five thousand dollaes upon
every white mun who sells, o rents, gives, loans, orany way conveys, toa negro,
any traet, pareel or messuage of Tand™ The newspaper arged Tandowners o
contraet in writing to *"pay to said negro a specified sum,” Such livs would foree
blacks to hire themselves to white men = *they must then lubor or starve”
Ihus, to the teaditional elite, free hluck labor mennt Tandiess laborers dependent
on former slaveowners for employment, '
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After the defeut of the South Caroling Reform Party st the polls in 1670, the
white elite turned to systematic economie coereion, (Iul)l- comw inmwdistely for o
reorganization of the Reform political clubs (i most instunees identical t the old
Demoeratie elubs) into agricultural societien, Captain Lewis P. Jones, executive
chaieman of the Edgefield Reform party. won elected president of the Fdgeficld
County “*Agricultural und Police Club,”

In late 1870, planters feared thut whites might not hold together against Afro-
Americans in conditions of Republican political power und a depressed economy,
The Agricultural and Police Club rule required every white mun eighteen and
older 10 he o member of the agricultural society in his township, Moreover, the
rules declared that if uny white man refused o join the club or “to shide by the
By-Laws, he and his fumily shall be socially proseribed by all the other members
of the Club and their families.” A white police force. reminiscent of the slave
patrol, was ercated to ensure that all blacks and whites observed these rules,
George ‘Tillman stressed the importance of accepting the proposals. He
recommended “the sternest and most unrelenting social proseription of every
white man who might refuse either to join a Club, or to abide by its rrgulaliom."
The threat was to cut off dissenting w‘llilm from something that really mattered,

art of the existing welfuressocinl seeurivye system in rural communities, $s
ll'illmun put it if ony white man did noi join the Club or did not subinit to its
regulation of the bluck community. then the white community wes to treat the
recaleitrant “as o whole nigger should be treated, pass him and his whole family
with silent contempts let him or uny of his Imuw’mld get sick, or even die wit
none 1o eheer the Tonely hours, or o bury the twinted remains bt his nigger
associates.” 1f the proposals of the Agrieultural and Police Club were not sdopted
and adhered to in Edgefield. Tillmun warned, “we have but one other resource
left = the Ku Kluxer's power — the assussin’s privilege.”” The proposals were
unanimously accepted,

Loeal clubs appeared in every township and adopted the ame rules as the

county club, Whites would sell no land to blacks or Republicans, A list of “hased
characters . . . unworthy examples who ought not to be hived. or he permitted
t0 be hired. or allowed to reside on the premises of uny landowner” would be
wablished regalarly in the Fgefield .'h}w'rli.\'m'. No lundowner would entice a
ahorer to break his contraet with another landowner, The number of tenants a
landowner could hire would be determined strictly by aeres owned. and one
white man would he hived for cach of o specified number of blacks caployed. Al
laborers would have to pay a portion of le lundowner's land tases,

Renting land to blacks. whether for money or for part of the cron. was
forbidden: laborers were to be hired cither for wages or l‘nr a share of Qe crop,
White landowners wanted o use tenantey to manipulate landless laborers, both
Blacks and whites, and to maintain race control over freedmen, The erucial isue
waw who would control the labor, thut is, who would decide und sehedule the
worker's daily chores and aetivities, the tenant o the landowner? A renting
tenant had more control over hi time and aetivities than someone working for
wagese whether those wages were in cash or in a share of the erop, The
shareeropper, unlike the renter, had litde control over what crops were pManted
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or how they were sold.'?
Republicun leaders understood the Importance of lund end labor control Wo.

At the Constitutional Convention of 1808, bluck leaders immediately moved to
wetition Congress for money to huy lands for ex-slaves, but Senstor Henry W,
lViIson. Radical Republican Trom Mussachusetts, replied that Congress would not
accept such u proposal, Still, South Carolinu’s Reconstruction government gave
frecdmen increasingly cffective controls over land and labor, which, if
continued, should have provided ultimately o way for blacks to get land, In these
years, Republicans in Ledurul. state, and especially local government ok o
number of stegs to break up the antebellum plantation system,'?

The most important government ageney for sctusl lund distribution wes the
South Carolina Land Commission, established March 27, 1809 by the Republican
legislature, The Commission's churge was to buy land and mﬁ it in farm-size
plots at reasonable rates to landless people. The Land Commission purchased six
tracts of good quality land in Edgefield County, and divided the tracts into farms.
Sixty families settled onto the tracts, their holdings ranging from 20 to a 115 acre
unit held by a father and son team. Although the Commission was able to olnain
land for only a small number of freedmen, it offered hope for mnn{ others and
wan symbolic of u changing social order. Fdgefield's General Butler charscterized
this Commission as “the Dlackest spot™ on Republicanism. because it was
supposedly riddled by graft, But planters hud other reasons to detest the Land
Commission. They agreed with an upeountry newspaper editor who complained
the Land Commission “will render your Negro hirelings . . . less efficient and
more sullen and discontented,” Moreover, since many of the fathers and sons of
the Edgefield familics who purehused furms were members of the black militia. it
was claimed that military colonies were being set up on the land commission
sites.'? '

A major Republican program shifted state and county tax bases to break up
large estates. The tax burden alone, claimed a future Republican state treasurer,
would “force sufficient lands upon the market at all times to meet the wants of
all the landless.” Edgefield plantation owners were not accustomid to even
reasonable Yand taxes: now they face purposefully high state, county. municipal,
and educational taxes. cach assessed by local Republicans, Beginning in nr":».
the Edgeficld Auvertiser attacked “All the various proposed Republican
measures. which let them be called by whatever technical names they may., are in
the end. nothing but measures to steal money from the white wople of South
Caroling and incrcase their burden of taxation.” Tn 1871, after the
announcement of o tax increase, the editor complained, *We might as well cease
all further attempt at living or breathing.” By 1872, the newspaper regularly ran
two to three (rOan\ﬁ of lands to e sold for delinquent taxes, Protesting
Republican tox policies, Edgefield white leaders helped organize two state
“taxpayers’ conventions,” In 1876, General M.C. Butler wrote to the governor
asking for an extension on payment of taxes inee many planters were “wholly
unable at present™ to pay, Edgefield planters had lost their slaves: now taxes
were threatening their monopoly of land ¥

The Land Commission und the state and local tay measures were
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complementary programs to make land availuble for the landless o purchase, An
even more important and effective, though less dramatie, change was tsking
place through legal meusures that gave lundless Wucks grestly increased control
over their own lubor und over the crops they raised on someone else’s land, A
state law strengthened the laborers’ eluim to the crop and thuw their basgaining
power with the landowners, The workers were given the first lien on the crop.
and landowners were prohibited from prosecuting laborers for any unperf,

work not required by a written contraet,

Moreover, laborers could prosecute landowners without cost by a simple
appenl to county officiuls who were cither chosen by popular vote under
rule cotablished by Republicans or appointed by a Republican governor on the
recommendation of the elected county legislative delegation, The county
commissioners were given jurisdiction over the collection and distribution of
public funds, Especially important to blacks were the trial justices. who were
given jurisdietion in cases that involved penalties or judgments of $100 or less.
Blacks served in all county posiiions. More and more Afro-Americans filled these
and other local offices, so that by 1872, the Edgefield Advertiser was claiming
that no white landowner could get a fair hearing, The enant was becoming more
nearly autonomous in law and steadily guining control of land wnd labwr®!

These Republican programs dumaged Edgefield County's landowning efite. In
1868. one of the wealthiest planters. ex-Governor Francis W, Pickens, had
difficulty obtaining a small loan. In 1874, ex-Governor Milledge Bonham wrote
that “with a large family . . . poor crops, demoralized lubor., tuxes. my life has
been absorbed in trying 1o keep my head above water. The effect has been
crushing . . . In his farm journal. one white increasingly worried about the
feedmen’s refusols to work under the direction of white landowners and
sarticularly the black laborer's leaving one landowner for unother who offered
'ﬁgher wage. He wrote in September, 1874, that hecause of low cotton prices
coupled with inability to control free black labor. It goes hard with farmers
espeeially those who work many free negroes,” General M.C. Butler had
returned from the Civil War impoverished exeept for his extensive landholdings.
He was a founder of the Fdgefield Agricultural und Police Club, which had
ledged all members not to sell land o blacks, Yet, in 1870, he attempted to sell
|\is 050 nere Edgefield pluntation to the South Caroling Land Commission,
Butler's application was rejected, In 1875, an investigutor sent to Edgefield
County reported to the governor that *muny of the land owners are in debd being
obliged to produce from their land or be sold out,”' ¥

Phe realities of increusing bluck power were foreing whites to deal with hlacks
in some important arens, One of these was white cooperation with the black-
dominated county Republican legislutive: delegation in an ¢ffort to obtain a
railvoud for Edgefield County. Another was the formation of fusion ticket of
moderate Democratic and Republican candidates, which won the 1872 Edgefield
municipal election, Perhaps even more disturhing to white notions of racial
propricty was the marviuge of a white Republican to an Edgeficld ex-slave on the
courthouse steps,*

But this promising direction of interrucial relationship hurdly had a chanee to
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get strted hefore an ulternative way of desling with Wack progress began
show results, To maintain their hegemony., the |ylnm¢~n luunched o sysemstie
campaign of physical violence, Governor Chamberluin sent o spreial sgent w
sdgefield in 1875 1o investigute the causes of the intense violence, The
investigator attributed the disturhanees in Edgefield County 10 0 “few lawless
and imprudent men of hoth races,”™ A group of bleck militants made “incendiary
remarks or suggested threats in retalistion for aets or language perpetrsted or
used by white people againgt them or some one of their race,” Counterpoing o
these was a small group of whites who violently opposed “any assertions of
cquality an o eitigen when coming from o colored man, such aetion on his pan
heing considered offensive and presumptuous,” Thewe few whites, wrote the
investigator, held “huaman life at litde value being os reckless in risking their
own, us they are heartless in taking the lives of others,” Unfortunately. the
majority of whites who were a *law abiding cluss of citizens, who desire peace,
umi who are satigfied with seeking redress for their grievanees only in a lawful
manner” “dare not oppose or condemn’ the extremist minority, To win. the
extremiste, who consisted largely of landowning elites, had to bresk the
Republican party's control of the local und state government, It was somew hat
similur on the black side and during the erivis of Reconstruction white and black
moderates were polurized by the exteemists” use of physical violenee,

Their foilure to recapture political power in the nationul election of 1872
drove the white extremists into organizing irvegular militurey companies, The
white ireegular militin had overlapping mvmlwrxrnip and interlocking leadenship
with other white voluntary orgunizations, Onee the whites organized into
military companies, they met the resistunee of determined black militia, The
existence of black militiamen heeame the symbol that the extremists used 1o
freighten white moderates into joining their cump,®

Seeing blacks in positions of authority seriously upset white notions of social
order, This was particularly true of black law enforcement officials, especially
black militiamen who represented hope to blacks, danger to whites. The
Edgefield Advertiser saw the influence of bluek troops as “intense
demoralization ., . Wherever they ave that place is deeply and damnably
aceursed, The contagion of their influence extends not only to persons of their
own color, but ulso to many white people who are white only as regards their
skin,” Ex-governor .\lillv(fw- L. Bonham wrote o Governor Scott in 1868
imploring him to “arvest this tendeney to unarchy and bloodshed.” and warned
of o race war sinee Confederate soldiers “will not quictly submit to unauthorized
and armed negro domination.” An 1874 -Ith of July parade by the NG.S.C, b
Regiment commuanded by Colonel Luwrenee Cain and Licutenant Colonel Paris
Simking, represented an “insult to the white people of Edgeficld as no white
people upon carth had ever to put up with hefore.” wrote Advertiser editor
Bacon, The black regiment numbered more thun a thousand armed men, and
“over and above this, every negro man and woman in Edgefield followed i, and
thirsted to be envolled,” Long to e remembered in Edgefield, it was “a splendid
und embaodied theeat to the white people of the tand, the owners of the sil, On
that day. no white man dared walk the highway: no white woman dared
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approuch her window. In fuct, no orgie of the Paris Commune sur wassed this in
the subversion of God'w law und order” A native white historien who
vomembered the bluek militumen in Fddyefield wrote that they re wesented “the
great disintegration of the old order of things that wes !u&inu pluce sl
wound + o . [ Black militio were used (o] humiliste and mortify the obd masters
and rulers,”%

The most notorious bluck militia commander was Captuin Fdward Tennant
who commanded ane of two bluck militia unite formed in 1870 in Falgefirld
County's large und remote Merriweather township, A dushing county oficer,
Ned Tennant, dressed in military ureay. rodde o fine horse, and lore hinself with
great dignity. He was Both o symbolic and culwtuntive threut tosouthern white
planter hegemony. ‘Two separate invidents involving Tennunt have mwrged
through local lore into the Nod Tennant riot, which the Edgefield Advertiser
viewed us a logical consequence of the watrife, lawlessness, and bloodshed™
caused by the black militia, In suly. 1874, one of the white irregular military
companies. the Sweetwater Sabre Club. assembled near the place where
Tennant's N.G.S.C. militiu drilled, Whites were enraged by the Mack militia's use
of large bass drums and that night shot up Tennant's house, Rw'nmding
immedintely to the drum’s “long roll.” Dluck militiamen from Mernweather
township ussembled to-protect Tonnant, Hearing the long roll echo. whites
heeume convineed thut “negroes meant 1o kil all whites” and burn everything in
the county, Using o prearranged systen of couriers, white irregular militia with
more than 200 armed men, fuced 100 Black militin at Tennant's bome the nest
morning. Despite an explosive atmosphere, no bloodshed ovcurred as hoth white
leaders und Tennant parlayed und agrecd to dismis their troops. .

Following the first Ned Tennunt riot, Edgefield planters requested newly
elected Governor Daniel H, Chumberlain to dishand and digarm the black militia.
Whites reported that with a militia company in Fdgefield. blacks “grew more
impudent and unbearable every day.” One white leader who helped pursuade
Chamberlain was General M.C. Butler. His home. four miles from Tennant's,
burned soon after the meeting with Chumberluin, and it was rumored that
Captain Fdward Tennant had hired an arsonist to st the fire, In January. 1875,
members of the Sweetwater Sabre Club rode to arrest Tennant. When black
militiamen proteeting Tennant fired over the posse’s head. the Swectwater Sabre
Club xprvub the alurm of a race war, For theee duys, General MG Butler
commanded over a thousand armed whites, many riding from adjoining
counties, who seoured the countryside gearching for Tennant und his men. Lintke
bloodshed aetually oceurred because the armed and mounted white troops
greatly outnumbered Feanunt's black militia company. and ‘Tennant, “a skillful
wetieian” was able to march sqwenty-five miles through a country swarming
with whites looking for him™ and emerge with his full company at Edgefiekd
Court House. There the militia company currendered their arms o he state
genator and regimental commander. Lawrenee Caing rather than risk Butler's
men seizing their rifles?

With whatever means ot hand. elected Wack of ficials also opposed the violeace
and massive vesistunee of the planters, Farly in his seaute career, Lawrence Cain
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introduced a bill to tax the five square miles surrounding any neighhorlood “in
which 0 man shall be murdered on secount of politics, race. or color to support
the widows and orphans of sueh mortyen” But it was diffiealt o fight ugainst the
white planters” mussive rexistunce, Colonel Lawrenee Cain confirmed to
Governor Chamberlain that Tt in true that many of our men are refumed
employment and thrown of house. but the men ure not confined to the Militia
Companies, Any mun who took a prominent part in the last [politieat ] contest is
progeribed.” The executive report of the 1870 investigation in Edgefield Coumty
noted “that most of the white men whose buildings have heen hurned were those
who refuged to unite with others in the recent proseription against the colored
wople.” Benjumin R, Tillman. younger brother of Demaoeratic leader Geo
Tillman. bragged that 200 black militia were anemployed und lomeless in ¢
gouthwestern seetion of the county where he lived, hecause lundownery obligated
themselves “not to rent land to any member of the negeo militio or give them
employment o . . . Those who did not sign rendered themselves very
obnoxious and were almost ostracised by their fellows,” Ben ‘Tillman particularly
regretted the fate of Joshua MeKie, “a refined and high-toned gentlenan™ who.
“against the wishes of his neighbors.” after the first Tennant riot in 1874, gave
Ned Tennant o home.” MeKie. “after he had vented the land and signed the
loase. + » + found himself shunned and osteacised by his friends, and even by
kinsmen.”* Soon afterwards, he committed suicide,

State representative Puris Simkine, former Fdgeficld slave, demunded the
state proteet ll bluek taborers who. *“becuuse of hoving exercised their political
rights and privileges.” hud been diseharged by white lundowners in Fdgefield
County, He proposed a tax of two mills on ull property in Edgefield County, the
receipts o he given to persons dischurged because of political persecution, The
measure failed hecause the Republican state government, under the patricisn
reform carpethagger Daniel I Chumberlain, wus attempting to attract the
support of more white landowners, In February. 1875, Chamberlain abo vetoed
a hill similar to Simkin‘s. which had passed the General Assembly,2*

Covernor Chamberluin also dishanded all military orgunizations ufter the
gecond Ned Tennant riot in Junuary. 1875, Although this proclamation included
whites as well as blacks. in Edgefield the white “rifle and xabre elubs™ went on a
rampage. attacking the joil and stealing the Back wilitin’s urms, The incident
that settled the Democerats on o poliey of ull-out violenee wus the affuir at
Hamburg of July. 1870, in which at least four anurmed bluck milidamen were
killed after surrendering to General M.C, Butler and his men, most of whom
wore members of the Sweetwater Sabre Club, the same Edgefield ieregular white
militia unit involved in the Ned Tennant viots,*

According o the carly revisionist historinns of South Caroling Reconstruction,
Francis Butler Simkins ur. ¢ Robert Hilliard Woody. the events ut Hamburg and
Fdgefield, “definitely pointed the way™ for the Redemption of the stute from the
Republicans, In August, 1870, the Edgefield Advertiser fuvorahly compared the
1870 election campaign to that of 1871 Instead of 1D black militia murchiog
teiumphantly through the streets of Fidgefield on August 12, 1870 for o
Republican clection rully, 30 Edgefield County loeal Deemoeratic Cluba had been
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summoned by the Fdgefield County Eyeeutive Committee, ¢ onfederate Generals
M.C. Butler and Mort Gary communded over 700 mounted snd grm
Demoerats, all dressed defiontly in red shirt. P presence of grmwed Demorrsts
was intimidating: they pressed even harder. climbing onto (e platform that held
the Republican dignituries ond howling down (he wpakers, including Governor
Chamberloin, The Demoerats demunded equal time (o« wuk 81 e Repuldican
meeting and Gury and Butler delivered viu\«nl. personally ahusive tirades, The
Advertiser found the abrup ending of the meeting symbolic = the platform
constructed for the lh-pu'»livun rully collupmed. Again. in September. when
General Butler and some 40 membwers of the Fdgefield Sweetwater Sabsre (Jub
were to e tried for the Humburg murders, the irregulor white militia company
dressed defiuntly in red. Armed und on horseback, these men executed military -
formations and gallo wid through the streets of Aiken where the tris) was (o be
held. These l".dg,vl'ivl& whites carried u lurge cross that had 8 larges than life size
effigy of un Afro-American erucified and hullet-ridden. Throughout
Reconstruction, federal and state authoritics hud not tolerated planter-dir
atrocities and Jolitieal violenee, hut when these defiant whites were nol
convieted, the Edgefield former dominant planter class knew that the time
come for what Gury had carlier termed o “war of the races” to regain contre
the state.”

Gary und George D, Tillmun corresponded with feaders in Mississippi who hasd
wpedeemed’ that state the previous year from Republican rule, A developed in
South Carolina. the Migsissippi Plan™ waw aecurately deseribied a8 the “Shotgun
Plan’ and cammonly referred to throughout the sute as the wEdgefield Plan.”
Gary wus the acknowledged director of the Edgefield Plan and he outlined how
the state was to be wpedeemed” through murder. intimidation. and bribery, It
follows in part:

12. Every Democrat musl feel honor bound to contral the vote of at

least oné negro, by intimidation, purchase, keeping him away or a3

each individual may determine, how he may best accomplish it.
16. Never threaten a man imliriduull{ if he deservea o be threatened,
the necessities of the times require that he should die. A dead Radical is
very harmless — @ threatened Radical or one driven aff by threats

rom the scene of his o serations is often very troublesome, sometimes

dangerous, always vindietive.
fen ‘Tillman, a trusted lieutenant. wrote of the 1870 cumpaign «ralegy that:
“Butler. Gury. und George Tillimun had to wy |wnmnul knuwhi{«- ugreed on the
poliey of terrorizing the negroes ut the first opportunity. by letting them provohe
trouble and then having the whites demonsteate their st wriority by killing as
muny of them us wus justifiable.” Edgefield blucks were (llvlilwrnld) murdered
in the 1870 election _vunqmiun.“‘

Reconstruetion violenee can fesst e explained if one perceives this era as did
the displaced planter elusz, For the old elite. Rvpuh\ivuu-'m-piml land reform
and the freedmen’s support for such mensures as aes and lubor laws that wight
promote this reform, waos fundamentally u claws (uestion, Land redistribution,
eyvon more than abolition of slavery, would prevent the planter elass froam
petaining its hegemony. Woodward urgues that ruee divided wore than clasa
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anited. hut Black Reconstruetion’s *Negro vale’” confounded the truditionsl clss
and racial bicrarchy, General Gury's *Fagefield Plan” illustrates the white elite’s
awarceness of the interrelutionship of ruee und classz “the leaders of the Rudical
Party” would be held vesponsible: “heginning first with the white men, second
the mulatto men and thivd with the black leaders,” Thin was order number 15
and the preceding order hud ended with the imperutives “Treat them s ss (o
ahow them, you ure the superior ruce, und that their nuturul position is that of
subordination to the white mun,”

Aw long s Republicans: controlled nutional. state, und lovsl governments,
various Edgefiold whites from all ranks of society became Republicans: perhaps
some from ideological heliofs, obviourly some for reasons of political patronage.
and others in order 1o be elected to public office, Local govesnment joba that
provided a regular salary were articulary prized in an agricultural community
where erops were subject to vicissitudes of weather, In 1875, the governor's
special investigator remained confident of Republican aseendeney and reported
that in Edgeficld he believed the economie proseription of Republicans und Wack
militi was dying out because of the desperate cconomie dight of the Fadgefield
landowners, Aind when in 1870, xome remnunts of‘ the South Caroling
antebellum establishiment serioudy diseassed endorsing the moderate eeform
Republican Governor Chamberloin, the Edgefield white elite weted defiamly and
docigively to provide a new basis for planter political hegemony, W hites were
either Domoerats or traitors! Beewuge of the Republicun: party’s guarsnteed
strength through the continued support of blucks und the persistent threat of
white colluborators. the more “idealistie” of the planter elite feltit necessary to
epedeem™ the state with the “Edgefield Plan,”*

Thisty-five Edgefield County Demoeratic and Rifle Clubs were active in the
County on election day of 1870, The presence of two companies of federal troops
did not deter the zeal or purpose of white ireegular militia companies, (n
Edgefield Village. General Gary communded several hundred selected armed
and provisioned men and captured the Magonie Hall and Court House, the two

voting establishments, thereby foreing blueks o vote in o small sehool

inadequate o accommodate the number of freedmen voting. Fadgefield blachs
marehed to the Court House to vote anyway. hut Gury direeted his men to Ilock
entrances, Freedmen protested to General T Ruger, commander of the federal
troops in Edgefield. Athough hacked hy federal troops, Ruger could not budge
Gary and gain entranee to the Court House for Frecdmen. The Confederate *Bald
Eagle” defiantly unswered: By God, sie, Il not do it Thus, there were 2,252
more votes enst in Edgefield County than there were eligible voters. Ae Ben
Tillman esplained: “Gary's docteine of voting carly and often changed the
republican majority of 2300 in Fgefield w democratic mujority of 30 thus
giving |\\'u(h-f Hampton a elaim to the office of governor, 1t wax Falgelield's
majority alone whieh gave 1o Humpton u chanee to ¢laim to have been
clected, .

The tuening point enme when the federal government condoned the Edgelield
Plan by withdrawing its troops from South Cavolina in 1877, This enabiled the
planter elite (o regain politieal power in the stute and loeal government: that
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power, coupled with theie ceonomie dominanes, put tem in tots) control, In
April. 1877, u bluek luwyer wrote from Fdgefield of the great disillusionoen of
the freedmen who had hazarded their "iw'n" 10 eleet Rutherford 13, Hayes.
Another black suid. “to think that Huyes could go hack on un now, when we iud
to wade through blood to help place him where he now je,”

Historians have long been aware of the practical disfranchisement of Idaeks
South Caroliniuns through the eight-hos law und the gerrymundering technigues
after Redemption. Lews well known are the chunges instituted by the restored
dominant planter cluss to enwure it hegemony, The resumption of peolitiocal
control by Democrats in 1877 cut short Republican efforts and effectively
removed avenues of politicul, economie, und soeiul udvaneement which had heen
opened for Afro-Americans during Reconstruction, Interracisl marriage was
prohibited in 1879, State stututes of 1878, 1680, und 1889 became the legal base
for cconomie serfdom. The lien lows were chunged to benefit the landow pers:
whereas, under Republican rule, the man who grew the evop (the tenant) had the
fiest lien on the evop. the Demoerats immedintely reversed this and gave priority
10 the landowner. They also inereased the pereentuge that the landowner could
wke ax o lien, whieh hud heen deliberately limited by the Republicans.
Morcover. the Demoerats attempted to prevent tensnts from obtuining liens from
merchants: they wanted to prevent even this bt of independence from the
tundlord, Such legislation redueed the tenunt to the legal position of wage carner.
Morcover. sinee white Demoeratie offieiuls ut the focud level were unsympathetic
1o o black man's grievances or his desive for lundownership, argaments over renl
were futile. Ax the Reconstruction Land Conmission had been a symbol of o
changing social order. the loss of the good family furms purchased by Falgeficld
blacks through the Commission is again symbaolic, Mier 1878, s furms were
forfeited and geabbed as large units by Edgefield white plantation owaers o
their sons,™

For many years after Reconstruction. it was impossible for black leaders in
Edgefield to agitate for equality or to encourage militaney against whites, Printed
in rod ink for o commemorative “red-xhiet” edition. the Advertiser pledged that
Edgefield ag **Color Bearer” of the Demoeratic party [would] achieve for
her o . . State a victory in 78 no less lovious than the proud one of 70, \nd
during the 1878 campaign. the Advertiser ehurged the white community: “Hang

"

together like grim death, Tat no gidde Tosues array you, one against the others.”
This was the contest in which Edgefield blacks were foreed o operate by the late
18708, Re-extablishment of planter hegemony through competitive and
neopaternalistic modes of raee velutions elicited a chunging style of Wlack
leadership. Competition gave way (o accommodation, In the years after Radical
Reconstruction. neopaternulism on the part of whites and aecammodation on the
wart of hlucks hecame veciprocal and mutwally supportive styles of community
eadership,

Accommodationist leadership had existed throughout Reconstruetion, bt it
had been only marginally effective. ginee more vadical hlacks had produced
tungible henefite for the Afeo-American community. During Reconstraction,
when the planter eluss ried o restore thetr hegemony they began to understand
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the urefulness of bluek accommodationtst leadership, Tn Fudgefield, the most
srominent aecommodationist leader wa Reverend ,{vanmlvr Bettio, pastor o
.\Il. Canaan Baptist Chureh and organizer of o Baptist sssociution.”

Compared to resistant Reconstruction leaders such s Lawrence Cain. Ned
‘Pennant. and Paris Simkine, Alesander Bettis played an unglarorous role, He
did. however, provide space within a restricting und suspicious white society for
black institutions to grow. As o people primarily dependent upon wages from
Fdgeficld whites for survival und welfare, Edgefield h‘w'ku utilized their culturs
resourees (o ereate institutions that gave them colleetive wearity and protection,
and mediated their relations with white society, Since there wis no longer s black
militin after 1870, the freedmen orgunized rimarily through the churches and
gehools, This had the advantage of im‘lmlinu women and children as direct
participants, and of promoting the values of education and literacy, Largely
through their churches and the closely related sehools, Fdgefield blacks
transformed themselves from un oral eulture to o literute one, There was never a
total dichotomy hetween competitive and accommodationist eadesship in
Edgefield. but rather a continuum of leadership syles ranging from extremely
militant 1o estremely accommadutionist, Many Dack leuders whose setions
during Reconstruetion olussificd them s militant were also st times
accommaodationist in the gense that they concentrated on securing limited guins
for Dlacks without challenging white domination. At the same time, the aetions of
avowed accommodationists laid the ground work that would survive past
Reconstruction to challenge the hasie power structure,

Alexander Bettix was able o obtain certuin henefite from Edgeficld white
leaders after Reconstruction because he and they understood how to uge each
other. Because he encouraged blacks to aceept a hierarchically segmented
Bettis profited throughout his career from white support that enabled him to
gain henefits through the Rettis Academy. the main institution of learning for
blacks in the county. The ucademy was a woeial and economie eenter for the
black community after Reconstruction, Te autumn fair was one of the major
ovents of the year, Perhaps most importantly, starting in the late 1880°, the
academy sponsored the purchase of lund by black furmers through a self-help
association. whieh bought lurge tracts of lumh'ur division into smaller farms,

In addition to the efforts of the Academy. Bettis wus often able to use his
influence with whites (o resolve disputes hetween Blucks and whites and to clear
blacks of eriminal churges in the white clite dominuted courts, Support for
Bettis's teties could have been a matter of life or death for Edgefield blacks,

At other times. Bettis's aecommodationist role allowed hix followers to have
some psychological aznd emotional freedom, For example. drum heating.
common to oral cultures und which Afro- Americans had used to summon
agxemblies, hud heen forbidden by “common luw™ im wsedd by the whites ufter
the Ned Tennant Riot, However, cueeptions were made fur Hettis, “Beating of
the drum' oecurred “ut all the gatherings™ of the Aeademy

U85, Senator and nutive Edgefielden Ben Fillmun eeflected thar Betis
yielded great influenee over his vaee, and + o that influenee wis always
exerted for good, T have never heard anyone spenk il of him iy fife.”
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Although ‘Tillmun or other whites muy never have beard ill words spoken of
AMexander Bottin, other Edgefield blucks did nor always sgres with his puthods,
Soon ufter Redemption. Edgeficld's recontly degosed Bluck probate judge wrote
to Bighop Henry M. Turner distressed that some Edgefield “ministern, who have
fine congregations supporting them, are stonding against immigration to
Liberin, "% An impressive tombstone stands ut the hw«f of Bettin's grave, It is
covered by inseriptions of grotitude, love, and admiration. but one line is o
reminder of the dissatisfuction some Edgefield blucks felt; **Like his Master, was
by some disliked,”

Recause he was free from white interference, Bettis was the community’s most
important bluck leader from the end of Reconstraetion until his death in 185,
His life reveals the changing nature of black leadership in Edgeficld from
Reconsteuction to the late 19th century: Competitive race relations gave way (o a
new paternalistic oppression that structurally resembled the slavery system Innt
was qualitatively different, Ax in slavery. most blarks were confined to one pant
of a southern segmented socictys the speciul custe of the traditional agricultural
loborer. But o major difference was in the amount of planter and laborer
personal contuet, Beeauge of the tenant system that developed. poorer Iacks snd
whites lived spatially dispersed in the countryside, Atthe same time, more of the
landowning whites hegan to move into villages, towns, und eities in rurel sress
like Edgefield County. After Reconstruction. Edgeficld whites came into contaet
with fewer and fower individual blucks, Morcover, the legaey of Reconstruction
violenee prevented reestublishment of many “positive” dimensions of
paternalism even after planters hud regained hegemony. Therefore, from 16877
until the 18%05, when l’ilvhfnrk Ben Tillman, matured on the Edgeficld Mlan,
ook control of the state government und locked into place a more stuble system
of race relations to replace the style o abraptly ended by the Civil War, there
continued conflicting and contending approuches to race relations. In the
transition to the new system after Redemption, when AMfro-Americans had no
wlitical power and no influence in forming the laws that governed them, black
,c-mh'rn most effective at the local level were “go-betweens,” accommodationists
like Bettis, In such circumstances, some competitive Reconstruction leaders left
sdgetiold and in one orgonized effort they led a lurge part of the conumunity o
Arkansus, . : .

Some competitive leaders alvo coitinued to live in Fdgeficld after
Reconstruction ended. However, Lawrenee Cain and Paris Simkins, who
curvived into the 200h contury, never held political office again and. although
hoth held law degrees, never praeticed in the Fdgefield court, Simkine, who died
in 1030, remained a leader in one of the Baptist churehes that had withdrawn
from Bettis's associntion. In 1881, he drew ap the Constitation und By -Laws of
the Mutual Aid und Burial Society and beeame the fiest president, He was also
the founder und leader of the seeret order of Knights of Pythios in Fgefield.
Urged in his old uge by ehildeen and grandehildren to come to Columbin or to the
North to live with then. he continued to live in his fine home, which sl stands
in the town today. und “loyal to the place of bis bivth - prefereed (e die,
and be huried in Edgefield.”” Generally, the old black Reconstractio, ™
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aetivitien und influence, which would have been confined to the hlack
community. were seldom vecorded, From seattered references it i evident that
other l)lur{tu continued 1o address the former bluek militiu officers by their
military rank, Probably these old leaders neither resisted nor secommuduted,
Perhaps it was enough that they were living representutives of Reconstruction’s
aspirations for equality in wriod when whites tried desperately o suppress for
blacks even the memory of l!un«- hopes,*!

Reconstruction in rural Edgefield fite more cloxel with the l{na(twn of

competitive race relutions us deseribied by €, Vann Woodward's typology. 1lark
lenders guined political power und used their influence (o advanee the status of
Afro-Americans at the expense of their former white owners, thus contrudieting
Eugene D, Genovese's assertion thut the paternalistie slavery system had
ingrained an uecommaodationist & yirit that prevented freedmen from fighting for
eivil rights. Antebellum paternalism did not preclude, as Genovese suggests. a
viahle group force in o political sense during Reconstruction. for Falgefield
freedmen did develop a black political movement that sueceeded in maintaining
itself a8 long us democracy wus viable. During Reconstruetion. Edgefield
freedmen fought their woy upward in the wocial and politieal order. Mter
Reconstruetion. ussertive bluck leadership guve way toan era of wecommundation
to white supremuey that stracturally vesenbled the curlier paternalism of
slavery, :
In Fdgefield's rural society. Woudward's models were reversed, The suecess of
Black Reconstruetion in o competitive racial systen moved the whites to restore
paternalistic und oppressive segmentsd model ue koon uw federal. state, und local
political and military controls were removed, This study of rural Edgefield
suggests at least o moditication of Woodward s typology. Reconstruction uppears
10 have been an advanced version of 20th century race relations prematurely
introduced, Competitive race relations during Reconstruction and the
resumption of white control hetween 1877 und roughly 1910 produced a period
in which competitive and puternulistic elements competed in a confused and
shifting context,

The two black leadership styles that existed in Fdgefield during
Reconstraction and afterwards laid the foundation for the Second
Reconstruction's theme of political uetivism united with Christian pacifism,
Phough the strain of militaney hud been dormiant for over cighty yeurs., it had
wrsisted through cach generation of blacks sinee 1876, until Murtin Luther
\\'inu. Jr.'s message colled it out into the urena of 20th-century polities,
Moreover. for the literate black community, which had developed in the
churehes and gehools during the years of accommaodation, the unequal batthe of
the First Reconstruetion was rejoined in the 20th century with the same means of
communication and organization available to the white community, ¥

University of Hlinois Vernon Burton

FOOPNOTES

1 Vann Woodsard, The Stange Career of Jine Cron (\ew Yark, 10335, 1037, 1906, 1970,
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American Counterpoint: Slavery and Ractsnt in the North=South Dialogue (Boston, 1971). 23 4-20).
Bugene D. Genovese, In Red and Bluck: Marsian Esplorations in Southern and /yrwAnut/riz'xln
History (New York, 1974), 102-157. Rofl, Jordan, Rottz The World the Slaves Made (New York.

1974). especially 133158, 601,

2. Richard Maxwell Brown. Strain of Violence: Historical Studivs of American Violence and
Vigilantism (New York. 1975), 07-90, Chapter 3 focuses on Edgefield and its erucial impact on South
Carolina polities from hefore the Revolution o Strom Thurmond, Brown argues that Edgefield had a
great impact on South Caroling history., sud ultimately (through South Carolina's role) on American
history. See ulso James G. Banks. "*Strom Thurmond and the Revolt Against Modernity™
(unpublished PhD, dissertation. Kent State University, 1970) Midway between the Smoky Mountsins
(143 miles) and the Atlantic (169 miles), Edgefield County is separated from Georgia hy the
Savannah River, Counties in South Carolina were known e distriets until 1808, In 1870, Edgefield
Village had only 840 residents of the 42480 people in the county, Less than 25 miles away from
Edgefield Village. a single long day's journey even on fool. Augusta, Georgia prospered as a
hinterland city. For a brief period. antebellum Hamburg in Edgefield District had rivaled Augusta.
Only two other towns in the county, Johnston and Trenton. were of notahle size. Buth developed
during Reconstruction on railroad lines that hy-passed Edgefield Court House. For more specific
discussions of Edgeficld County’s development see Johin A, Chapman. History of Edgefield Coun'y
From the Earliest Settlements o 1897 (Newherry. 5.C.. 1897). 20, 28. 103-0, 108, 241, 310-17. 305-
07: Franeis Butler Simkins. Pitchfork Bea Tittman: South Carolinian (Baton Rouge. La.. 1941), 23-

50.

3. Throughout this paper 1 refer to the hlack and white community in general terms, There were
nevertheless important divisions amongs both hlacks and whites in Edgefield County. A typology of
ruce relations depends not only on the overt relations hetween the powerful and powerless, hut also on
the relations among, the powerful and among the powerless. The paternalistic-competitive typology
weats only the phenomenon of inter-group relations and ignores the hasie linking blocks of intra-
group relations, The reader should therefore remember that political divisions emerged among
Edgefield County blacks and among white Republicans and also among black and white Republicans.
Eeonomic. social, ideological. and political eleavages existed among whites in Edgefield. As elsewhere
in the South. the position of yeomen and poorer whites is clearly related to violence and
disfreanchisement throughout the posthellum period and needs much niore investigation. Some of
these differences are mentioned in this essay. However, our concerns here are not (o trace all the local
detail, but to suggest the overall patterns of racial interaction, J. Morgan Kousser. The Shaping of
Southern Politics: Suffrage Restriction and the Fstablishment of the One-Party South 1880-1910
(New Haven. Conn.. 1974). a superb account in almost every other respect. does not really deal with
this question. Two fortheoming studies promise to shed more light on the question of yeomen and
poor whites in the South’s stratified society: Stephen Hahn. *The Roots of Southern Populism: White
Yeoman Farmers. Tenants, and Shareeroppers in Upper Piedmont Georgia, 1850-1890° (Ph.D.
dissertation, Yale University, expeeted 1979): William Havis, A Sovial History of the Lower Georgia
Piedmont. 1850-1890" (Ph.1). dissertation. The John Hopkins University. expected 1979). Even less
is known ahout divisions in the black community. Particularly intriguing are those foew Afro-

Awmericans who aligned with Democrats,

4. Willemina Kloosterhoor, Tnvoluntary Labor Since the Abolition of Slavery: A Survey of
Compulsory Labor Throughout the 1T orld (1eiden. Neth.. 1960) documents this phenomenon in a
comparative study of post-emancipation libor control in various sacieties around the world.

5. Information collected an Edgefield County is stored on o Statistical Package for the Social Seiences
(8PS8) data file, The above computations refer to the data collected from the 1870 federal manuseript
consus returns and the county s records, Applying Yule's Q to whites in 1870 to measure the stength
of the relationship of color and awnership of land. on a seole of =1 to +1 the statistic shows an
extraordinary high value of 40,035, Oeville Vernon Burton, “Ungrateful Servants? Edgefield’s Black

-, Reconstruction: Part 1 of the Total History of Edgefield County, Suuth Caralina™ (unpublished Ph.D,

dissertation. Peincoton University, 1975), for wealth distributions see particularly 187, 198, 199,201
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1907): James W, Carey, **A Cultural Approach to Communication.”” Communication. 2. No, 2 (1975).
192 and “Harold Adams Innis ond Marghall MeLuhan.” The Antioeh Review. 27 (Spring, 1907). 5-
39: Juek Goody and lan Watt, *The Consequences of Literaey." Conparative Studies in Sociely and
History, (1902-03), 30545, 1 uni most indebted to Harry 8. Stout and Clifford Christigns for their
help in explaining to me communication networks and sociul organization,

8, William Stone to Major LW, Sniith, 28 Feb.. 1860 Freedman's Burcau File, Entey 3051, 10-11,
1.t. Charles Snyder for Brvt, Maj. Gen, RK, Scott to Brvt. Lt Col, ILW. Smith, 10 July. 18060, in the
papers of Gov. James L, Orr. 5.CA: New Yorls Times, Apri) 9. 1800: Willismson, After Slavery. 97:
Simkins and Woody, S.C. Reconstruction, 57: Vdgefield Advertiser, July 12, 1805, Dee, 19. 1860,
June 5. 1867: Mims. “Editors Edgefield Advertiser.”™ 72-75: Murtin Abhot, The Freedmen's Bureau
in South Carolina, 1865-1872 ((lhup(-l Hill, NG, 1907). On September 1, 1805, James Beale
Ruinsford wrote from him Edgefield plantation to his hrother in Englund, Idwin Ransford, that “*we
are yel under military rule ahsolutely, 5o that none are free in the ordinary sense.” in Emily A,
Buekland, The Rainsford Family with Sidelights on Shakespeare, Southhampton Hall and Hart

(Worcester, 1932), 275,

9. John Sheppard Reynolds, Reconstruction in South Carolina, 1865-1877 (Columbia, 5.C.. 1905).
72.74. 76-84. 86-89.°93: South Carolina State Government, The Constitution of South Carolina,

adopted April 16, 1868 (Columbia. S.C.. 18068).

10, Edgefield Advertiser, April 22 and 29. May 27. 1868, Apparently. Edgeficld was typical in this
respect, A club in Anderson County met in the morning as the *Farmers Association”™s in the
afternoon its members regrouped themselves ais the **Dentoeratic Club.™ 1) Wyatt Aiken, editor of the
Rural Carolinian. South Carolina's most influestial agricultural magazine, and arganizer of South
Carolina's chapter of the Grange, charged landowners to “Combine sgriculture and politics = ans

make the Demoeratie clubs the basts of o new organization.” Anderson Intelligencer, July 22, 1608,
Abbeville Press and Baaner. cited in the Charleston Daily Courier, Aug. 10, 1808, See aleo JCA.
Stagg. “The Problem of Klan Violenee: The South Caraling Up-Country. 1808-1871." Journal of
Amorican Studies, 8. No. 3. (1974). 303-318. Stagg argues persugsively that violenee was mativated
by cconomie interest. Atall times, the political. evonomic and social issues were interrelated, hut in
1868 the violenee in Edgefield had specifie political trgets. I greatly henefitted from diseussions with
wy lriend Stagg. For other mechanisms of socia) control. see Allen Trelease, W hite Terror: Ru Klax
Klan Conspiracy in Southern Reconstruetion (New York. 1971). xvexlviii, 05-80. 113-120, 349- 418,

11, Edgefield Advertiser. June [0and 21, 1808,

12, Ibid. July 1. 1808, Gary and George Tillman were among the first white leaders to reject appeals
to paternalism. They wanted Edgefield planters to ereate a caste system comprised of two
compartmentalized groups organized in a single society with dominant and subordinate positions and
each impermeable by individuals from the other group, A custe system is implicit in a competitive
style of race relutions,

13, Evidence Taken by the Committee of Investigation of the 3rd Congressional District (Columbia,
6, 1870, 714 (hereinalter cited as S.C. Investigation Committee). In view of the fact that there isa
very convineing argument that oral culture promotes voeraeity. this report is particularly relevant
evidenee,

L WAL Treseott to 11 Ore. 13 Dec, 1805, in the papers of James L, Orr, SCA: Alfred Huger.
“Lahor™ The Rural Carolinian. 2 (Oct.. 1870), 43: .1, Hoeyward to Allen € Tzard. 10 July 1800, in
the Heyward Family Papers, South Caroloniania Lilirary. Columbia. S.C. (eited hereinafter as S.CL):
Henry M. Christman, ed.. The South, as it Is: 18651860 hy John Richard Dennen (New York, 1603).
210-252,

15, Edgefield Advertiser, June 17, 1808: Werner, *Hegemony and Conflicts™ 1,
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10, Edgefield Advertiser, Nov. 8. 1805,

17, Bdgefield Advertiser. Nov, 3 and 10. 1870, Foeh club adopted the rules presented at u mass
meeting on Sales Day. December 8. 1870, ut the Court Houge, The officers and leaders of (he
Agricultural elubs were identieal in almost every fnstance (o thase of the Demoeratie eluls and the
Reform elubs, For o more dewiled diseussion of aggieultugal arrongenients and soeial structure s
Orville Yernon Burton, *The Development of Tenantey and the Post-Bellum Aro-Ameriean Social
Structure in l';duvl'i«-ld County, South Carolina” in E Le Roy Ludurie ot J, Goy, eds. Prostations
Paysannes, Limes, Rente funt'ﬁ'r(' ot Mouvement de la Production Agrir'alc'?l I’ffmqm' Préinclustriolle
(Paris. fortheoming) and Burton, *Ungrateful Servants,” 194-293, Distinetions hetweeo renting und
sharecropping as a tenant were ol confined (o Edgefield, Robert Preston Brooks, The Agrarian
Revolution in Georgia, 1865-1912 (Madison. Wisconsin, 1914). 20-27. 30, 32-08 found these
differences in Georgia, Rohert G MeMath, Jr. has worked through Brook™s notehooks and MeMath
reports that Brooks makes these distinetions even elearer in his own notes, Edmuond L, Drago also
found the same distinetions for renting and shareeropping for Dougherty County. Georgia, See his
artiele in Vernon Burton and Robert C. MeMath, Jr., eds Nineteenth Contusy Southern Conmunitics
(Westport, Conn., Tortheoming), See also George 1%, Rawick. ol The American Slave A Composite
Autobiography (19 vol: Westport, Conn.. 19721, Arkansus Narrative. X (0). 07, 103,185 Thomas J.
Edwards, *The Teanant System and Some Changes Sinee Emancipation.” The Negro's Progress in
Fifty Years, Annals of the American Academy of Politienl and Social Seience. 49 (Sept. 1913). 38-10:
Stagg. “Klan Violenee.™ 309 argues persuasively that Klan violenee was associated with renting
patterns, '

18, Simbkins and Woody. South Carolina Reconstruction. 91. According to one school of thought. the
failure of the Federal Government to provide lands for freedmen was the major flaw of
Reconstruction steategy, | am very mueh in sympathy with this argument, However, these seholurs
have looked at the post-Reconstruction period and argued haekwards, LaWanda Cox, **The Prontise
of Land for the Freedmen.™ Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 45 (Dec., 1958), 13- 110:
LaWanda Cox and John 1. Cox. Politics, Principle, and Projudice 1865-1800: Dilenma of
Roconstruction America (New York. 1963): Staughton Lynd. Class Conflict, Slavery, and the United
States Constitution (New York. 1907): James M. McPherson, The Steuggle for Fquality: Abolitionists
and the Negro in the Civil IVar and Reconstruction (Princeton. N.Jo 1964): William 8. MeFeely.
Yankee Stepfather: General 0.0, Howard aid the Preedien (New Haven, Conn.. 1968), On the land
question. see Herman Belz, *The New Orthodoy in Reconstruetion Historiography.™ Reviews in
American History. | (Mareh. 1973), 100113,

19. South Carolina Seeretary of State, Deeds for Land Sold to the State Lund Conmmissioners (1809
1870). 71. 72. 330, 331: South Carolina Seeretary of State, Purchase Book, Land Commission Office,
Dee. 13. 1809: The State of South Carolina. Hepartment of Land Commission. Settlement Book.
Payment Register. Vol. 3, 1870-1887. 20. 27: "The State of South Carolina. Office Seeretary of State,
Records of Sales of Land to the Land Commission in Acount with Settlers. not paginated. Jones Traet,
Busns Tract, Walker Tract. Jennings Tract, Burton Traet, Randall Tract: The State of South Carolina.
Office of Seeretary of State. Department of Land Commission. Account of Sales. 1870-1875, 50-55:
ILE Hayae, Land Commissioner, (nd.). 9-11 in Lellers and Papers of the Land Commission: all of
the ahove are in the Sinking Fund Commission. S.C.A, Report on the Condition of Affairs in the Late
Insurrectionary States (the Ku Klux Conspiraey. Washingon. D.C. 1872). 1V, 1192-1194 1214-
1215: Fairfield Herald. Sept. 8, 1809: Stagg. *Rlan Violence.” 313 Reynolds, Reconstraction, 360
clipping from the Carolinian Spartan. Jun. 12, 1878, in the Papers of Martin Witherspoon Gary.
Sl Carol K. Rothrock Bleser, The Promised Land: The History of the South Carolina Land
Commission, 1869-1890 (Coleanbia, S.C.. 1909) and Williamson, AAfter Slavery. 11018, 173, 2138,
258 are superh accounts of the Commission.

20, David Donald. “Reconstruction.” in laterpreting American History: Conversations with
IHistorians. 1. ed. John A, Garraty (New York. 1970), 357-358 notes that the subjectof Reconstruetion
wsation “awaits further study.” Donald suggests that progressive lind taxes, if continued. might have
had revolutionary results in a “rearganization of the eeanomic hasis of Southern soviety.” It must he
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remembered that in addition to the South Caroling property wx. there was o county property tax
adwinistered by the local Republicans, Col, Theodore W, Parmele to Gov, Daniel L, Chamberlzin,
Feh, 23, 1875, Chamberlain paperss MG, Butler to Gov, DL Chamberlsing March 1. 1670,
Chamberlain papers: WL Timmesmon to Gov, WL Chumberlsin Jun, 4. 1875, Chamibersin
pupers: Lk, Libender 1o Johnathan G, Sheppard, Feb, 22, 1874, in S John C, Sheppard Papers,
S.Clut Jumes B, Camphell o ML Bonham, Dee, 5. 1873, in the papers of Milledge 1, lkm{ngm,
S.C.Lu: Milledge Lipscomb Bonham. *A Boy's Memories of War Time and the Other Timen” (n.p..
n.d.), 39 in 5.C1.: Milledge Louis Bonham, *“The Life and Times of Milledge Luke Bonham'
(unpublished ms, SCL), 890. 901-002; Martin Witherspoon Gury “Speceh Before the Taspayers’
Convention of S.C."" at Columbia, on February 19, 1874 (n.p. n.d.) Gary Papers: Edgefield
Advertiser, Feb, 3 and Dee, 15, 1870, March 9 and April 0. 1870, June G ard 13, 1872: Simking snd
Woody, 8.C. Reconstruction, 178, 180: Niloy G, Parker who made the ste; sment on taxes served as
Freedman's Bureau Agent for Edgefield. before he lecame Republican state tressurer, In After
Stavery, 148-159, 384, 397 Joel Williamson deserilied the complicated taxation system ss **the core of
the Republiean program in Reconstruetion South Carolina,™

21, Bdgefield Advertiser, Jan, 13, 1870 and June 13, 1872: BB, Carpenter 1o Gov, F.J, Moses. Jr..
May 22, 1973, Moses papers: Hampton M, Jarrell. Wade Hampton and the Negro: The Road Not
Taken (Columbia, 5.C.. 1949), 18-19: Henry T. Thompson. Qusting the Carpetbagger from South
Carolina (New York. 1888). 67-09. 307-311: Reynolds. Reconstruction. 303-305. 308-372:
“Edgefield County (Edgefield),” No. 19 of the Inventory of the Court Archives of South Carolina.
prepared by The South Carolina Historieal Records Survey Project Division of Professional and
Service Projects, Works Projeets Administration (Columbia, South Carolina, 1940). $.C.A.: Simkins
and Woody. S.C. Reconstruction. 101-102: Revised Statutes of the State of South Caralina
(Columbia, S.C.. 1873): Williamson. After Slavery, 113, 114, 172, 329-330: George Brown Tindall,
South Carolina Negroes, 1877-1900 (Columbia. S.C. 1952). 108-111: Stagg, *Klan Violence,” 313;
Cooper, Conservative Regime, 3331,

22, HLH. Steiner to Francis W, Pickens. 1 July. 1868, in the Papers of Francis W, Pickens. 5.CL.:
M.L. Bonham to Gen, J.E, Johnston. and James R, Camphell to ML, Bonham, 5 Dee.. 1873, Bonham
papers: 14 Jan,, 1874, James Talbert Ouats, “*Farm Journal, 1850-1898" (S.C.1.). 18 Nov.. 1873, 20
Jan., 28 May, 7. 16, 27 June. 23 Sept., 1874 MG Butler to wife, 4 July, 1860 in the Papers of
Mathew Culbreath Butler, 8.C.L.t Myrta Lockett Avary, Divie After the W ar: An Fxposition of Social
Conditions Fxisting in the South, During the Twelve Years Succeeding the Fall of Richmond (New
York, 1900), 161. *Petition of Sundry Citizens of Edgefield.” May. 1870, in Letters and Papers of the
Land Commission, 1869-1873: M.C. Butler to .1 Leslie, Jan.. 1870, Loose Papers. Land Transfer
File. 1860-1877. Questionnaire. (5.C.A.). last reference cited in Bleser. Promised Land. 35-30: Col,
Theodere W, Parmele to Gov. Daniel I, Chamberlain, 23 Feb.. 1875, Chamberlain papers: Bonham,
*M.L. Bonham.™ 890, 901-902. 949, 951. 1005,

23. Edgefield Advertiser 28 Mareh and 2 Qe 1872, 19 June and 7 Aug.. 1873: Reports and
Resolutions of the Generat Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 1874 (Columbia. S.C.. 1874),
030-033: Mims, *Radical Reconstruetion,” 77-78: Werner, “Hegemony and Conflier,” 82-81.

24, Col. Theodore W, Parmele to Gov, DL Chamberlain, 23 Feh., 1875, Chamberlain papers,

26, Ibid.: Orlando Sheppard o Gov, RK. Seatt. 3 Sept., 1872, in the papers of Robert K, Seott,
S.C.A.: James Boatwright to Gov, I.J. Moses. Jr. 0 Aug.. 1874 Moses papers: Benjamin R, Tillman,
The Struggles of 1876: Howe South Carolina was Delivered From Campet-Bag and Negro Rule (Speech
at the Red-Shirt Reunion at Anderson. South Carolina, 1909). 10-50 and **Childhood Daye.” (ap..
nd, 1=l both in 8.G1L.: Simkins and Woody. S.C. Reconstruction, 499-500: Mins, *Radical
Reconstruction,™ 00-63: Willinmson, After Slavery 200-273 (on rifle clubs). 200-203 carefully
explains the organizing and arming of the black militia, Louis F. Post, A *Carpethagger” in South
Carolina.”™ Journal of Negro History. 10 (Jan., 1925). 49: Otis A, Singletary, Negro Militia and
Reconstruction (Austin, Texas, 1057): Stagg, “Klan Violenee,™ 316-17. Ax stated above, the black
miilitia leaders in Edgefield were also the politieal loaders and the white (eaders of the agrieultural
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society. Demeerat club, Reform party, Agricultural and Police Club, and irregular militia companics
were thesame,

26, Edgefield Advertiser, Jan. 3, 1860, Aug. 18 and Dee. 8. 1870, Aug. 17, 1870: ML, Bonbham to
Gov. R.K. Seott, 19 Aug.. 1868, Scott papers and Bonham papers: Chagmun, History of Edgefield.

258,

97, Paris Simkins to F.J. Moses, 21 Sept. 1874, and Lawrence Cuin to 1., Mosew, 21 Sepr. 1874,
Moses papers: Cal, Lawrenee Cain 0 DAL Chamberluin, 9 Jan.. 1875, Col, Theodore W, Parmele o
Gov. IL.H. Chamberlain, 23 Fob.. 1875, Chamberluin papers: Tillman, Struggles of 1870, 40-50 and
“Childhood Days. 1-11: Williamson, After Stavery. 200-207: Allen. Chamberlain's Administration.
67-09. Reynolds, Reconstruction, 302305, 8.C. Investigation Committee, T08-709: Mims, ~*Radical

Reconstruction,” 02-03.

28, Edgefield Advertiser 19 Jan. 1871 and 27 June, 1872: Cal, Lawrence Cain to DLEL Chamberlain. 9
Jan.. 1875: and Col, Theodore W, Parmele to Gov, 1.H. Chamberlain, 23 Feb.. 1875, Chamberlain
papers: Tillman. Struggles of 1870, 45-10 and **Childhood Days.” 7: Reynolds. Reconstruction. 304-
305: Allen, Chamberlain's Administration, 71-70, Chamberlain himself denied that his attempt to
win over the whites was racist, Rather, he said it was the opposite. Daniel Henry € “hamberlain,
“Reconstruetion and the Negro.™ North American Reviet, 128 (ll"oh.. 1679). 10173,

20, RB. Elliott to D41 Chamberlain, 20 Feh.. 1870, Hon, RB. Carpenter to DAL Chumberlain, 5
June. 1877, J.A. Robards and JH. Palmer to DL Chamberlain, 20 June, 1870, 1. Jordan o DL
Chamberlain, 9 July. 1870, L5, Grant to DL Chamberlain. 20 July. 1870, Louis Sehiller to D1
Chamberlain, 20 July. 1870, Chamberlain papers: South Carolina in 1876: Testimony as to the
Denial of the Elective Franchise in South ( wrolina at the Elections of 1875 and 18763 vols. (Senate
Miscellaneous Documents. +1th Congress, 2d Session, No. 18): Reynolds. Reconstruction, 302-305:
Alen. Chamberlain’s Administration, 08-09: 307-303: Simking and Woody. South Carolina
Reconstruction. 4185-187: Mims. “Radical Reconstruetion.”” 05-09, Williamson. After Slavery, 207
971 has a concise account of the Hamburg affair. Also the notehooks of Gen, Martin W, Gary have
interesting detail. in the Gary Papers: so do Tillwan's Stuggles of 1876, 1120 and “Childhood
Days.” 12-2:1

30, Edgeficld Advertiser. June 10. 1808 and Aug, 17. 1870 Tillman. Struggles of 1876 33-30:
Simkins and Woody. S.C. Reconstruction, 192-193. 190, 499: Allen. Chamberlain’s Administration,

374377,

31, S.W. Ferguson to Maj. 1.6, Baster. Jan, 7. 1870 in Gary Papers, There are several versions of the
“Ldgefield Plan™ in the Gary Papess. Tillman. Steugggles of 1870, 28, 03: ~Canearrent Resolution of
the South Caroling General Assembly,” Feb. 10, 1870, in the Chamberlain Papers: Jno, Gardner to
1.1, Chamberlain. 25 Aug.. 1870, Frank Arnim o DAL Chamborlain, 18 Sept.. 1870, Lawrence Cain
10 .11, Chamberlain, 25 Sept.. 1870, A.C, Haskell w DL Chamherlain, 28 Sept.. 1870, James Mason
o DAL Chamberain, 30 Sept.. 1870, Chamberlain Papers: Recent Election in South Carolina:
Testimony Taken by the Select Commiliee on the Recent Election in South Carolina (House
viiseellaneous Documents. -Hith Congress, 2d Sesston, No. 31): South Carolina in 1876: Simkins and
Woudy. S.C. Reconstruction. 501-509.

32 Cob. Theadore W, Parmele to Gov, DL Chamberlain. 23 Fob., 1875, Chamberlain Papers:
“Edgefield Plan.” Gary Papers. Steven Habm has aided me in formulating ideas on violenee and class.
e found similar resufts in a study of Mississippi. See also Manuel Gottlieh, *The Land Question in
Georgia During Reconsteuction.”” Seience & Society: o Marxian Quarterly. 3 (1939), 350-388:
Governors Papers. 18001870 in Ore. Scotl. Moses. Chambertain papers, passin: Mims, *Radical
Reconstruction.” 42+ 17: Simkins and Woudy. 8.C. Reconstraction. 470, 182= 183, 185, 515,550,

33, Tillman. Strugeles of 1876, 28, 20: Simkins and Woady. South Cavoling Reconstraetion. S0l
500, 515: Francis 1. Simkins, ~The Election of 1870 in South Coroling,™ 21 (July, Oct., 1922), 225-
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