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Waite facts concerning ee such should be enough, if handled properly, te take him off (i= 
his pedestal and to reduce him completely in influence zo that he will V+ 
» longer be a security problem and no longer will be deceiving and Sr x 

° rn a . Se ee ‘ see ae ee POP aT gg eat pte DS “= -“5° When this is done,;and it can be and will be done, obviously .-..:}, 
wich confusion will reign, particularly among the Negro people. There... %): 

ll be embarrassment, frustration, confusion, resentment, ef cetera,: .*.° t Because of this and the exotional reaction that will set im, 1t ie mot’: 9 
walikely that movements like the Mation of Islam could benefit greatly. .-- C4 
Farther, other ridiculous developments similar to the Old Father Divine .’- 
and Daddy Grace organizations may appear, The Negroes will be left without | 
@ Bational fleader of sufficiently compelling personality te steer thea 
im the proper direction. hat, could bappen._by need not happen 

the right k{pd of a natfonal Negro leader could aft thig tine be - Vas 
yd ped no. sa_to. overshadow Dr. King. and be in the position 

f the leadership of the Megro paople when King has bed} 
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vt MItSr Bow some months I have been thinking about this matter. ‘ 

‘day I had an opportunity to ma philosophical and Se 

sociological standpoint with whom I have known for * 
Cae a very able fellow, — 

Pe ope ee Les one on whom I can rely. I 
ve the matter sond attention and if he knew any 
g intelligence and ability let me know and we would - 

have a discussion. | pWerr ah 
captioned persom, fhe. yr) sara 

fied vial of “On re this M oererhy, it “will ‘bs seen chs ‘ 
Se have all the qualifications of the kind of a Negro I have 7 

in mind to advance to positions of national leadership. I won't gv inte~ 

all his accomplishments and qualifications in this memorandum, for it . 

will only take a minute or two to scan the enclosed biography. - Ic. 
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:-' °° Qa first blush I know it can be said it is not the concern of - 
the Bureau what happens to the Negroes when Martin Luther King has = 

been discredited, This can be said, byt I think Jf ig a very short- - 

ighted wi It ig our concern if large humbers of them go XHtd the 

Nation of fetes and other extremist groups with which we are concerned as 

an iavestigative agency. It is our concern if the Commnist Party would 

be able to capitalize upon this confusion. Further, from a sitive 

and cqnstryctive standpoint it would be of great advantage to ve leading 

the Negro people a truly brilliant, honorable and loyal Negro who would . 

ator the _ ad million Negroes “ayay_from' commpiga. I think in a very 

sense this necessarily must be of great interest to as. It wauld 

be most helpful to have a man wpuvd Leading the Negroes to whom we 
vena matters over which this 

—
"
 

- 
4 

could EO» 12 necessar
y, and. re 

pate Duel SSA dy 

Bureau has jurisdiction. bic. 

Petey I want to make it clear at once that I don’t proposa that the . 

FBI im any way become involved openly ag the sponsor of a Negro_leader 

to overshadow Martin Luther King. As far as { am concerned, this is not 
nose that I be given permission to explore am issue at all. But I do | that yrive plore 

; eee eT REN s any other person 

P and myself whd could be petal. If this thing can be 

Pp p Si without the Bureau in any way becoming directly involved, — 

I.th ld bea not only a great help to the FBI but would. be. a.fine 

thing for the country. at jarge.—.while I am not ‘specifying at this moment, 

here are various ways im which the FBI could give this entire matter |1(L 
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‘the races actiom and development. There are highly placed contacts” 7 
ef the FBI who ght be very helpful to further such a step. These can _ 
be discussed im detail later when I have probed more fully into the ~ 

s possibilities. 
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= Be For the information of the Director. Set. 

‘That approval be given for me to lore this whole matter 
"An greater detail, as set forth above. , oS 
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