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his pedestal and to reduce him completely im influence o that he will _~»
:? }ong‘r be a security problem and no longer will be decoivingétnd o
sleading the Ne le. - R . X
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“L T+ Whem this is done, and it can be and will be done, obviously .-}
Es_h_m’ion‘uIl_Initnkpgx_ti_cularh among the Negro people. There . W)
11 be embarrassment, frustrationm, confusion, resentment, ef cetera,: .. '
Because of this and the emotional reaction that will set im, 1%t 18 mot ¢ O
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JFurther, other ridiculous developments similar to the Old Father Divine - '

and Daddy Grace organizations may appear., The Negroes will be left withoul

8 Bational fleader of sufficlently compelling personality to steer them

in the proper directionm. _‘_,!:._.‘ceul.d_happon,g. need not happen

the right k{pd_ of a natlonal Fegra Teader could af thig time be -  *
Xd ped 89 sm_to.avershadow Dr. King. sod be in the positiom &

of the leadership of the Megro pagple when King has begd
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wnlikely that movements like the Nation of Islam could benefit ;roatly.i:{g*
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#3ERITE L pos some months I have been thinking about thil nattor. One

'day I had an opportunity to e ; 2. Lrpm a philosophical and . . -

.ociological -tandpoint with @ AP oA whom I have known for -
o s e T a very able fellow, -

NI S A e one on whom I can rely. X

ve the matter somd§ attention and if he knew any

g intelligence and ability let me know and we trould -

have a discussion. AV 74 b

captioned persom, [k:. >\ -LsTooy

i d ikl o On -cnnning t-il biozrtpby, it will bo Been ths :
5“fhave all the qualifications of the kind of a Negro I have -

in mind to advance to positions of national leadership., I won't go inte-
all his accomplishments and qualifications in this memorandum, for it .
will only take a minute or two to scan the enclosed biography, » E:]C-
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.- "« Om first blush I know it can be said it is not the concera of - ‘
the Bureau what happens to the Negroes when Martin Luther King has =g
been discredited, This cam be said, byt I think if i a very short- -

ighted vi It ig our copcern if large tumbers of them go YAtS the
SEtIon ot §nlnn and other extremist groups with which we are concerned as
an investigative agency. It is our concerm if the Communist Party would
be able to capitalize upon this confusion, Further, from a sitive
and cqunstructive standpoint it would be of great advantage to Eivo leading
the Wegro people a truly brilliant, honorable and loyal Negro who would .
qtoer the 897million Negroos away from comsunigm., I think in a very

sense this necessarily -ust be of great interest to us, - It wauld

bo nost helpful to have a man [ ", .4 leading the Negroes to whoa we
i :.nsitiyo matters over which this
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could go, 4if necessary, and. rosﬁ_w.ﬁ.w,,
Buresu has jurisdiction, b1

fx g I want to make it clear at once that I don't propoma tbat the .
FBI im any way become involved openly ag the sponsor of a Negro_lesder
t§—3$3?35i36”f!iz_ln;zq~hexyling. As far as { am concerned, this is mot
an issue at all, But I do propose that I be given permission to explore
further this sntire ma [ ® ”f“ ¥ and any other person knowm
to both [} 773 and myself whd ¢8Uld be haelffful. If this thing can be
without the Bureau 1n any way becoming directly involved, —
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set up p D 1

1. th 1d_ba pot_only a_great hplp to the FBI bui would.be.a.fime

thing for the country. at_Jargn. . ¥Yhile I am , hot specifying at this moment,”

here are various ways im which the FBI could give this entire -attor L1C
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' ‘the ’rdbir 2ction and development. Thoro are highly plncod contact-
of the FBI who might be very helpful to further such a step. These cam _

. |b® discussed im detail later when I have probed more fully into the =~
y pooaibilitioo.
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(1) For the information of the Director., T
et o o . . . ' . )
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~ (2) That approval be given for me to lore this whole matter
1n,groator detail, as set torth above, '
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