214 Chapter 5= Rebels, Yankees, and Freedmen

The Emancipation Proclamation (1863)
Abraham Lincoln

Whereas on the 22d day of September, A.D. 1862, a proclamation was issued
by the President of the United States, containing among other things, the
following, to wit:

«That on the 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, all persons held as slaves
within any State or designated part of a State the people whereof shall then
be in rebellion against the United States shall be then, thenceforward, and
forever free; and the executive government of the United States, including the
military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom
of such persons and will do no act or acts to repress such pey‘xs, or any of
them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom\- 1 Aoy w/

«That the executive will on the 1st day of January aforesaid, by proclama-
tion, designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people
thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and
the fact that any State or the people thereof shall on that day be in good faith
represented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto
at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such States shall have
participated shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be
deemed conclusive evidence that such State and the people thereof are not then

inst the United States.”
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Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion against the author-

ii:y and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war
measure for su ressi i i do, on this 1s ““A.D.
1863, and in accordance with my purpose so to do, publicly proclaimed for
the full period of one hundred days from the first day above mentioned, order
and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof,
respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States the following,
to wit:

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. Bernard, Plaque-
mines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption,
Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, S¢. Martin, and Orleans, including the city
of New Orleans), Mississippi, ‘Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina, and Virginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as
West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkeley, Accomac, Northhampton,
Elizabeth City, York, Princess Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities of
Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which excepted parts are for the present left
precisely as if this proclamation were not issued.

From John Nicolay and John Hay, eds., Complete \Works of Abraham Lincoln (12 v., Lincoln
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Excerpts from Lincoln's
Second Inaugurel Address

"Neither party expected for the war, the magnitude, or the duration
which it haes already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict
might cease with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease. Fach looked
for an essier triumph, aend 8s 8 result less fundemental and astonishing. Both
read the seme Bible, and pray to the seme God; each invokes His aid against the
other. It may seem strengs that any men should dare to ask a just God's assistance
in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces; but let us Jjudge
not that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered fully. The
Admighty has His OWnl- purpQses. 'Woe unto the world because of offenses, for it
must néeds-be that ‘offenses- come; but. woe to that man by whom the offense comath.
If we shall suppose that Amerlcan S davery is ene of those offenses which, in
the province of God, must needsmcome,_bbt which, having continued through His
gppointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South,
this terrible war, as the woe dus to those by whom the offense came, shall we
discern therein and departure from those devine attributes which the belie&srs
in @& Living God always escribe to Him? Fondly do we hope--fervently do we pray-
—-—that this mighty scourage of war may speedily pass away. Yat, if God wills
that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the bondman's two hundred and
fifty years of unrequitted toil shall be sunk, snd until every drop of blood
drawn with the lash, shall be peid by another drawn with the sword, as was said
three thousand years ago, so still it must be said, 'The judgments of the Lord

are true and righteous altogther. '"



