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amid ext the p de. That night Beale ordered Pollard ta 
_ stroy and burn the hateful city; and © deliver the dacuments to Major Gen: 
do not allow the Rebel leader Davis - ‘orale Wade-Hampton or Fitzhugh 
and his traitorous crew to escape. “- Lee in Richmond. Beale retained 

A second document, evidently in Dahlgren‘s notebook, but he did 
_ the same hand, was alist of instruc: send along the wooden leg, 2 

__.tions to: Guides—Pioneers (With __ At 104.m. the next day, March 4, 
~ Oakum, Turpentine & Torpedoes) —  Pollard-found Fitzhugh Lee in con: 
+ Signal Off-=QM=Com; Scouts & . one sect ference with Colonel Heros yon - 
"; picked men in Rebel: Uniform,” _ Borcke, Lee imriniediately saw the im: 

__ These instructions were wiitten in® portance of the papers and hurried 
ink onthe front and back of another p-. them: to President Jefferson Davis, - 
sheet.of the same stationery. There” '. Secretary of State Judah Benjamin 

3 happened to be conferring withthe 
president as Lee. walked into the © 

= room, Mr. Davis did not seem overly 
_ impressed with the threat to his life 
_and jokingly said, ‘This means you, 

___-Mr.. Benjamin!” He then ordered the 
-_ package taken to Adjutant General 

Samuel Cooper, PRL OR IE HN 
-That afternoon the Dahlgren 

and exhorting the prisoners to des” Included in the cache were other 

- ~~ papers passed from desk to desk 
around the War Department, and in- 

“.. dignation intensified. Richmond 
riewspaper editors, called in to see 
the evidence of this “diabolical plot,” 

- seceived prepared copies for publi-- 
+ cation the next day. Fiery editorials 

~, s00n appeared in the papers to.com:- 
‘plement the text, In part, the Rich- 

= mond Sentinal put it this way: “Let 
_ Lincoln and Kilpatrick remember thas 

_. they have bidden their. subordinates 
|. give no quarter to the Confederate. 
|. chiefs, Perhaps even a Scotch’cap and 

_ amilitary cloak will not:prevent ajust-~ - 
and stern vengeance fromovertaking 

_ + them...” The.author of this editorial 
referred to a sensationalized story pub- 
lished-in the New-York-Times onan: 

“186l-assassination-plot against-Presi- - 
dent-elect Abraham Liacoln. Accord: . 

— ing to the-writer-of that article, Joseph 
Howard, Lincoln disguised himself in 
a “Scotch plaid-eap and a very Jong 

4 military cloak.” Because of the refer- 
~ence to Howard's canard the Senfinel 

- editorial-contained especially sinister. 
sie = OVENONCS ee ne ee 

\ === Other, newspaper-editorials-were —- 
- ‘almost asharsh. Oneday-thisSouth- 

iia es ern furor. would -raise eyebrows 
too: about the genesis of the shot'fired at : 
Pollard and:after some ~ Ford’s Theatre on April 14,1865. 

ca 

Te sands er, upd 
“_perined by Dahgrer himself spelled out 

plans to free Yankee prisoners from Belle 
© Isle and to-destroy and burn the Re. 

capital. It also foretold the fate of Jeffer-” 
son. Davis, if the raid were:successful. 
Belinw left: A member of the 9th Virginia’ 
Cavalry, who took part in the ar.hush 
of Dahlgren, Private James W. Johnson. 

n, Halback reluctantly sur- ° 
‘is find to Pollard with the :°~ 
ing thatthe latter would - 
documents-were deliv- 

Oper authorities in 
» Pollard was busy with 

6 and with captured horses 
and’ equipment, He turned the 
papers and the wooden leg over to 
his couries, Private William Robbins, 
with instructions to present them to 
Colone} Richard Beale, commander 
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: Sometime during the day, General ie 
Braxton Bragg. saw the papers. 

- Never noted for‘calm judgment and 
an equable disposition, he sat down 
and wrote a scorching letter to Sec: 
retary of War James Seddon, calling 
for the summary execution of those 
of Dahlgren’s men who had Sfailen 
into Confederate hands. The follow- 
ing morning, March 5, Seddon 
wrote tc ul Rober and 
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Benjamin Was adroit ab usin such 

things tu Southert: advantage. Or 

Siareh 22, he wrate to Confederate 

emmssary foahn Slidell in Parts. Ee 

eT Gupte af the Newspapers 1A 

which the text of the Dahlpren 

papers appeared, and six davs later 

tucnished Slidell with four sets af the 

plratograptis to be ‘extensively cir 

culated “ And Shdell knew just how 
toda it. One set of the photographs 

was turned over to lithographer Vin- 

cent Brooks, of Chandos Street, 

Charing, Cross, London. The litho- 

eraphic copies soon circulated in the 

capitals of Europe. But these copies 

contained an error. before the end of 
the summer, this error would come 

fe pubhe attention and give credence 

o Kilpatrick s charge of Contederate 

ee they fad the photograph. 9 

the Confederates were ready 

to pusn harder. President Davis 

directed Cooper tocwrite Robert f 

Leeon March 30, sending a set ofthe 
pictures, toyether with the actual 

onginals. Cooper explained how the 
papers came into Confederate hands 

and pointed out the offending lan- 

vuage, instructing Lee to ascertain 
from Meade whether “the orders 
and instructions af Colonel Dahl- 

wren, as contained in these papers, 
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tram his government Or superior af- 

ficecs, and whether tne Government 

the United States sanctions the 
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included with his letter a clipping 

from the Richmond Examuner’s reprint 

of the Dahlgren papers. In this let- 

ter, Seddon said his own inclinations 

were “toward execution of at least a 

ortion of those captured at the time 

Colonel Dahlgren was killed, and 

the publication of these papers as its 
justification.” Then, ina fine display 
of bureaucratic cant, he placed the 
prisoners’ fate in Lee’s hands. 

With his customary good sense, 
Lee lost no time in squelching the 

bloodthirsty notion. In a beautifully 

reasoned letter dated March 6, he 

discounted the whole idea. No pris- 

oners would be executed. 

Meanwhile, a cabinet-level deci- 
sion had been made to exploit the 

propaganda value of Dahlgren’s 

documents. But photographs were 

needed. About March 15, Secretary 

Benjamin arranged for the topo- 
graphical department of the Depart- 
ment of Virginia to produce an ini- 
tial supply of fifty sets of copies. 
Each of the sets included five pho- 

tographs. (The two sheets of the 

“Officers and Men” address required 

three exposures, because the con- 
cluding words carried over to the 

reverse side of the first page. And 
the full sheet of instructions, begin- 

ning with the word “Guides,” re- 
quired two, because the writing 

covered both front and back.) The re- 
mainder of the material remained 
uncopied, including the notebook 
still in Beale’s possession, a fact that 

had somehow been overlooked. 

Union intelligence agents reacted 

quickly to Richmond's publication of 

the Dahlgren papers. A copy of the 

Sentinal for March 5 was in Major 

General George G. Meade’s head- 
quarters the next day. A reporter for 
the New York Herald saw the Sentinal 

story there and wired it to his news- 
paper, flaming editorial and all. It ap- 

peared in the Herald on March 9, and 

other Northern newspapers soon 
ran similar accounts. 

Meade immediately saw the dan- 

ger and ordered an investigation. On 

March 14, he passed the responsibil- 

ity to Brigadier General Alfred Pleas- 
onton, commander of the cavalry 

corps. Opposed to the raid from the 
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start, Pleasonton ordered Kilpatrick, 

who had returned to camp, to con- 
duct the investigation. The objective 

was to discover whether Dahlgren 

made or issued such an address and 

whether any orders or instructions 

of the character contained in the 

“memorandum” were given to his 
command or to any part of it. 

I. must have seemed to Kilpatrick 
that he was caught between Scylla 
and Charybdis. Fis military career 
was already on shaky ground and 
he needed to avoid personal blame. 
But he could not point a finger at 
Dahlgren, an authentic war hero 

killed in a daring raid on the enerny. 
The Dahlgren family had powerful 
friends, too. And worse, the threads 

of responsibility for the raid reached 
up to President Abraham Lincoln 
and Secretary of War Edwin M. 
Stanton. 

Kilpatrick’s response on March 16 
was a masterpiece of sorts. He began 
by saying he had carefully examined 
the officers and men who accom- 

panied Dahlgren on the raid. All tes- 
tified, he wrote, that Dahlgren pub- 

lished no address whatever, nor had 
he issued any instructions of the 
character “alleged in the rebel jour- 
nals.” Dahlgren did hand Kilpatrick 
an address an hour before the raid 

started—and he approved the docu- 
ment and signed it in red ink. Fur- 
ther, he acknowledged that the ad- 

dress he approved was the same as 
the version published in the Rich- 
mond newspapers, but it contained 

no threat of pillage or murder. That, 
Kilpatrick wrote, was “false and pub- 

lished only as an excuse for the bar- 
barous treatment of the remains of 
a brave soldier.” Thus Kilpatrick took 
what seemied to be a safe way out: 
he admitted the existence of the ad- 
dress but charged fabrication with 

respect to anything damaging. 
Kilpatrick left Meade in a difficult 

position. Also, Meade disliked 
Kilpatrick and had a score to settle 

with him for going over his head to 
Lincoln and Stanton to set up the 
raid. He would not free Kilpatrick of 
responsibility. Meade spent the re- 

mainder of March making it clear 
the orders in question contained no 
hint of burning Richmond or killing 

Davis and his cabinet. The stated 

purpose was to free Union prison- 
ers. The orders, written by Chief of 
Staff Andrew Humphreys, included 
this unusual disclaimer: “I am 

directed by the major general com- 

manding to sav that no detailed in- 
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Lee’s letter to Meade was courte- 

ous but firm and essentially reiter- 

ated Cooper's questions. As evi- 

dence, Lee included the set of five 

photographs. As Lee had expected, 
there was some delay. The package 
did not reach Meade until April 15. 

Meade had to respond. Failure to 
do so would be confirmation. He 

ordered Kilpatrick to rewrite his 
March 16 investigation report, taking 
into account Lee’s request and the 
awkward fact of the photographs. 

The new letter was much the same 

as the previous one, including the 

damaging admissions, although the 
allegation of Confederate fabrication 

was toned down slightly. This letter 

became an attachment to Meade’s 

April 16 reply to Lee. Meade made 

no outright charge of fabrication. “In 

reply, I have to state that neither the 

United States Government, myself, 

nor General Kilpatrick authorized, 

sanctioned, or approved the burning 
of the city of Richmond and the kill- 

ing of Mr. Davis and cabinet, nor any 

other act not required by military 

necessity and in accordance with the 

usages of war.” The reply was then 

forwarded to Lee by flag of truce. 

That same day, Meade sent his cor- 

respondence with Lee and the pho- 
tographs to Washington and the at- 

tention of the “honorable Secretary 

of War.” 
Lee followed much the same pro- 

cedure. He received Meade’s reply 

on April 18 and the next day he 
bundled up the original Dahlgren 
papers, including the notebook, a 

copy of his letter to Meade, and 

Meade’s response, and sent them 

back to Cooper. Cooper passed them 

on to President Davis on April 21; 

they were returned for filing on 
April 25. 

Wit this exchange, Meade put the 
Dahlgren worry behind him. But 
while the affair was fresh on his 

mind, he expressed serous reserva- 

tions. On April 18, he stated these 
reservations in a Jetter to his wife: 

“Tl have received a letter from Gen- 

eral Lee, enclosing photographic 

copies of the papers found on Colo- 

nel Dahlgren, and asking whether 

these papers were authorized, sanc- 

tioned or approved by the Govern- 

ment of the United States, or Colo- 

nel Dahlgren’‘s superior officers. This 

was a pretty ugly piece of business; 

for in denying having authorized or 

approved ‘the burning of Richmond, 

or killing Mr. Davis and Cabinet,’ 

necessarily threw Odium ON Udili- 

gren. I, however, enclosed a letter 

from Kilpatrick, in which the au- 

thenticity of the papers was im- 

pugned; but I regret to say Kilpat- 

rick’s reputation, and collateral 

evidence in my possession, rather go 

against this theory. However, I was 

determined my skirts should be 

clear, so | promptly disavowed hav- 

ing ever authorized, sanctioned or 

approved any act not required by 

military necessity, and in accordance 

with the usages of war.” 

Brigadier General Marsena Pat- 

rick, Meade’s provost marshal, came 

to much the same conclusion. He 

had a talk on March 12 with Captain 

John McEntee, who had accom- 

panied Dahlgren on the raid. After 

this discussion with McEntee, Pat- 

rick made a brief entry in his diary: 
“_. | was about my business in the 

morning, in the usual way, when 
McEntee came in—He had the same 

opinion of Killpatrick [sic] that I have 

and says he managed as all cowards 

do—He further says, that he thinks 
the papers are correct that were 

found upon Dahlgren, as they cor- 

respond with what D. told him.” 

With the exchange between Lee 

and Meade, the matter of the Dahl- 

gren papers limped to a halt, pushed 

out of mind and out of print by the 

crash of guns in the Wilderness 

Campaign. During the summer of 

1864, the lithographic copies of the 
Dahlgren papers made the rounds 

abroad. However, the lithograph of 

the “address” contained an error, a 

tiny little mouse of a mistake that 

went unnoticed for a ime. When it 
was noticed, it made front-page 

news. 
Someone sent Rear Admiral John 

A. Dahlgren a set of the lithographs, 
and he spotted the mistake immedi- 
ately. The signature on the address 

was incorrectly spelled! Instead of 
Dahlgren it was Dalhgren; the “1” 
and the “h” had been transposed. 
For a proud and sorrowing father, 

this was the final proof he needed 

to show that his young son had been 
grossly wronged by a Confederate 

fabrication. On July 24, 1864, he sat 

in a cabin of the flagship Philadelphia, 

standing off Charleston Roads, and 
wrote a bitter denunciation, combin- 

ing this with a touching eulogy of his 

son. “I can now affirm that this doc- 

ument is a forgery—a bare-faced, 

atrocious forgery—so palpable that 

the wickedness of the act is only 
equalled by the recklessness with 

which it has been perpetrated and 

adhered to; for the miserable caitiffs 

did not confine themselves to the 

Opposite: The young Ulric Dahlgren, 

shown here with both of his legs. After 

the Battle of Gettysburg, he lost the right 

one and wore a wooden leg for the rest 

of his short life. Below: Rear Admiral 

John A. Dahlgren, Ulric’s father, quickly 

came to the defense of his dead son's 

memory. It was all a forgery, he claimed. 

Valentine Museum 

eneral terms of mere allegation, but 

published the paper in all the preci- 

sion of a photographic fac-similie, as 

if not to leave doubt or cavil.” 
The New York Herald published 

the admiral’s long vindication on its 
front page, August 8, 1864. Other 

newspapers immediately copied the 

story. 

By comparing the lithographic 

copy of the address to the photo- 

graphic copy in the National Ar- 

chives, it is easy to see what hap- 

pened. The address was written on 

thin paper and the ink stained 

through, showing distinct reverse 

writing on the other side. To obtain 

a clean copy, the lithographic tech- 

nician was forced to touch up bad 

spots. To complicate this, it was 

decided to move the last six lines, 
with the signature and designation 

of rank, to the bottom of the second 

page of the lithographic copy. This 

simplified things greatly as the 

whole text could then be reproduced 

on a wide sheet containing two 
pages, side by side. But the signa- 
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ture undoubtedly puzzled the tech- 

nician who did the work. It did look 

like D-a-l-h-g-r-e-n. When he 

touched it up, that is the way it came 

out. 

After the war, former Confederate 

Lieutenant General Jubal Early be- 

came interested in the continued 

controversy over the signature. He 

took a look at his set of the photo- 

graphic copies of the Dahlgren ad- 

dress. On February 24, 1879, he sent 

this set of photographs to the 

Reverend John Jones of the Southern 

Historical Society and in his letter to 

Jones, went to the heart of the mot- 

ter. Early noted that the paper was 

so thin that the writing on one side 

showed through on the other. Using 

a mirror, he could read the reverse 

wording. He saw that the tail of the 

“y” in the word “destroying” on the 

first page came through precisely at 

the right point and at the right angle 

to make it appear that the letter “I” 

came before the letter “h” in the sig- 

nature on the reverse side. The 

paper was not a forgery, claimed 

Early. . 

It was approaching noon on April 

2, 1865. President Jefferson Davis 

was attending services at St. Paul's 

Episcopal Church in Richmond 

when word came to him that Gen- 

eral Lee could no longer hold his 

position around Petersburg. The 

Confederacy was dying, and Rich- 

mond had to be abandoned. 

The disaster was not unexpected. 

Many Confederate records had 

already been packed for removal 

from the city, and during the re- 

mainder of that fateful Sunday, 

other records were prepared for 

shipment. 

The rickety train carrying Presi- 

dent Davis and other officials pulled 

out of Richmond at 11 p.m. for Dan- 

ville, Virginia. The adjutant and in- 

spector generals’ records, including 

the packages that contained the 

Dahlgren Papers, were also aboard. 

As Davis and his party moved on, 

first to Greensboro, North Carolina, 

then to Charlotte, the records trailed 

along. At Charlotte, Secretary of War 

John C. Breckinridge ordered the 

boxes stored. They were to be turned 

over to the Federals if necessary to 

keep them from being destroyed. 

Cooper, too, was anxious to pre- 

serve the records as a history of the 

war. He wrote to Confederate Gen- 

eral Joseph E. Johnston and asked 

for orders. Johnston advised Union 

General John Schofield that the ar- 

chives of the Confederate War 

Department weie stured at Chaflotic 

and were ready to be turned over tu 
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United States authorities. Lieutenant 

C.P. Washburn took charge and 

removed the boxes — variously esti- 

mated to weigh between five and 

eleven tons—to Raleigh on May 16. 

On instructions of Major General 

Henry Halleck, Schofield shipped 

the eighty-one boxes to Washington. 

Wren the Martha Washington 

docked in the Potornac River at the 

nation’s capital, the long journey of 

the Dahlgren papers was over. Ap- 

parently there was no immediate in- 

terest in them. The Confederate ar- 

chives were searched —quickly and 

diligently —but the object was to find 

anything that could be used as 

evidence against Jefferson Davis and 

other Rebel leaders in the trial of the 
alleged Lincaln assassination con- 

* - rt sc vepila 1 < 
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the way of hard evidence for use at 

the trial. 

All captured Confederate records 

soon came under the control of Dr. 

Francis Lieber, in charge of a bureau 

in the office of the Adjutant General 

for the “collection, safe-keeping, and 

publication of the Rebel Archives.” 

The Dahlgren papers were among, 

the thousands of Confederate docu- 

ments lodged in his office; but not 

for long. 

In late November 1865, Secretary 

of War Stanton ordered Dr. Lieber to 

surrender the Dahlgren papers to 

him. Stanton’s order hasmot been 

found and one can only speculate on 

his reasons for such an order. Dr. 

Lieber responded on December 1, 

1865. He gave no clue on Stanton’s 

intere.-, merely stating that he had 

“the honor to transmit the following 

maners relating to Col. Dahleren.” 



Then he went on to list the papers transmitted to Stanton: 

Package No 2 
Letter of [.H. Carrington to 

J.H. Winder 

2 Letters from Garnett Andrews 

Package No 1 

Col. Dahlgren’s note book 
Col. Dahlgren’s address to his 

men 

Genl. Lee’s letter to Genl. 

Meade 

Genl. Meade’s reply to Genl. 
Lee 

Genl. Kilpatrick’s letter to 
Genl. Meade 

Col. Beall’s [sic] letter to Fitz 
Hugh Lee 

Letter to Col. Dahlgren marked 
” coy chow 
CULUIGe tid 

Package No 3 
Letter from Capt. Hallback 

{sic} 

Package No 4 
Letter from Fitz Lee 
Affidavit of Private Littlepage 
Copy of letter from James A. 
Seddon to R.E. Lee dated 
Ulyeek GS TQGA padrcr Vo, AOE 

It is clear from this list that Dr. 

Lieber sent Stanton everything con- 

cerning Dahlgren that had been 

found in the files of Confederate Ad- 
jutant General Cooper. And with 
this begins the real mystery of the 
Dahlgren papers. 

In late 1879, Lieber’s office was 
gathering materials for what was to 
become the voluminous series, War 
of the Rebellion, Official Records of the 
Union and Confederate Armies. The 
original Dahlgren papers could not 
be located in the Archive Office. Dr. 
Lieber’s letterbook disclosed that he 
had sent the whole lot to Stanton on 
December 1, 1865. Accordingly, A.P. 
Tasker, then chief clerk of the Ar- 
chive Office, wrote to Adjutant Gen- 
eral Edward Townsend on Decem- 
ber i7, 1879, and requested return of 
the papers found on the “person of 
Col. Ulric Dahlgren at the time he 
was killed.” Tasker’s letter came back 
the next day with the indorsement: 
“No record is found upon the War 
Department books or files of the 
papers herein referred to.” 

At some unknown date, certain 
Confederate correspondence in the 
case on Lieber’s list somehow found 
their way back to the Archive Office 
and were published py the War Rec- 
ords Office in Series I, Volume 
XXXII, Official Records. 

As for the actual documents found 
on Dahlgren’s body, all is silence. 
They were missing in 1879; they are 
still missing. No record of them has 
been found after they were trans- 
mitted to Stanton on December 1, 
1865. Perhaps it is an uncharitable 
thought, but the suspicion lingers 
that Stanton consigned them to the 
fireplace in his office. After all, four 
people had been hanged at the ar- 
senal a few months earlier for con- 
spiring with John Wilkes Booth to 
assassinate Abraham Lincoln. The 
Dahlgren papers might offer some 
justification for the act—a plan to 
assassinate Jefferson Davis. War 
crimes are for losers; winners make 
the moral rules. 
There is an ironic postscript. Lieu- 

tenant James Pollard, who set the 
ambush that killed Ulric Dahlgren, 
should have kept the wooden leg. 
On June 24, 1864, he was wounded 

in the right foot. The foot was am- 
putated, above the ankle on July 4. 
Like Dahlgren, he continued to 

serve, eventually to be paroled as a 
nrisoner of war an May 15, 1845. (@) 
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