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great swell of patriotic fervor swept through the Newburyport high schools after the
war began, yet former high school students were less likely to enroll than those who
had not attended any high school. One out of every five former high school students
enrolled, but almost one out of every three who never attended high school en-
rolled.?s

Thus far we have examined some factors that might predict which Newburyport
residents would participate in the Civil War. We now turn to a consideration of the
effects of that experience on the participants. Four important measures of the im-
pact of military service are the likelihood of dying, being wounded, being dis-
charged as disabled, or deserting. Many of the studies of the effects of twentieth-
century wars on the life course of individuals focus on experiences such as marriage,
education, or job mobility without adequate attention to those more direct out-
comes of participation in a war.

Of the Newburyport servicemen identified in the manuscript census and aged
12 t0 49 in 1860, 13 percent died of wounds or disease during the Civil War. That
percentage is somewhat lower than the aggregate estimate that 17 percent of all
white Union soldiers and satlors died in the Civil War. To a large degree the lower
mortality rate for Newburyport reflects the high proportion of Newburyport men
who served in the navy, since the navy suffered fewer losses than the army.

Approximately 16 percent of Newburyport soldiers and sailors were wounded but
survived. Altogether, 29 percent of the town’s servicemen were either wounded or
killed during the Civil War. Only 2 percent of those in the military who could be
identified in the federal manuscript census deserted, but as indicated earlier, a
much higher proportion of those who could not be identified deserted. Adding the
small number who deserted, 31 percent of all Newburyport soldiers in the sample
either died, were wounded, or deserted. Thus one out of every eight servicemen
from Newburyport who fought for the Union died, and one out of every five who
survived the war was either wounded or had deserted.

Many Newburyport soldiers and sailors, including some of the wounded, were
discharged from the armed forces as disabled. Almost one out of every five serv-
icemen was discharged due to a disability.3¢ Altogether at least 42 percent of those
who fought in the Civil War from Newburyport were killed, wounded, deserted,
or discharged as disabled. Thus, the immediate adverse effects of the war on many
participants’ life courses are evident. ‘

Newburyport soldiers’ and sailors’ chances of being killed or wounded during the

33 We have nc  asure of the years of schooling received by adult males. However, the federal manuscript census
of 1860 did indicate the literacy of adults. Many nineteenth-century commentators and twenticth-century
historians assumed that illiterates were disproportionately likeiy to serve in the Union fotces. The results of the
MCA on males ages 20-49 in 1860 present a different picture. In Newburyport 19% of literate men enlisted. but
6% of the illiterate did. Even after the effects of age, ethnicity, occupation, and wealth are controlled for, illiterates
were still less likely to enlist—although the differential between the two groups was considerably narrowed. Overall,
an adult male’s literacy was the  akest predictor of his participating in the Civil War.

3 Since Creasey did not always indicate whether or not someone discharged for wounds was disabled, the actual
percentage of discharged servicemen who were disabled was probably higher than the 20% figure.
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Civil War varied, depending on their ages and socioeconomic statuses.’” As before,
the sample was subdivided into those aged 12 to 17 in 1860 and those aged 18 to
46 " 1860 "y g teenagers without occupation or personal alth could
be assigned to appropriate social and economic categories. Each group was analyzed
to determine the extent to which age, ethnicity, occupation, wealth, and service ex-
periences can predict casualty outcomes, but space limits us to only a brief discussion
of the results. ’

Servicemen aged 12 to 14 in 1860 were less likely to be killed or wounded than
those aged 15 to 17. The obvious explanation for the differential is that many of
them became old enough to join only late in the war and therefore served shorter
times. Among soldiers and sailors aged 18 to 49 in 1860, the youngest and the oldest
were the most likely to be killed or wounded.?® Although age is the strongest
predictor of enlistment in the Civil War, it is the weakest predictor of whether or
not a serviceman died or was wounded.
~ Foreign-born and second-generation soldiers and sailors were more likely to die

or to be wounded than servicemen with native parents. Perhaps foreign-born sol-
~diers were more susceptible to diseases since they tended to be less affluent than
their native-born comrades. Although foreign-born youths and adults were the least
likely to enlist in the Union forces, they were much more likely to be casualties than
native-born troops of either age-group.

Servicemen from disadvantaged backgrounds were more likely to be killed or
wounded during the Civil War than servicemen with higher-ranking jobs or greater
wealth. The generally inverse relationship between socioeconomic status and the
probability of dying or being wounded, even when the effects of the other indepen-
dent variables are controlled for, raises intriguing questions. Was the health of New-
buryport’s lower-status citizens generally poorer at enlistment, leaving them more
susceptible to diseases? Or were they assigned to units that were given particularly
dangerous missions?

The last factor to be considered is the particular branch of service that a New-
buryport enlistee joined. This variable was subdivided into three categories—the
experience of army privates, of army officers, and of those who enlisted in the navy.
Among the younger enlistees, army officers were mote likely to be killed or wounded
than army privates or those who joined the navy. Among servicemen aged 18 to 49
in 1860, however, army officers were less likely to be wounded or to die than army
privates or those in the navy. Overall, this variable was the best predictor of whether
or not a serviceman was killed or wounded in the Civil War.

Our examination of Newburyport servicemen indicates wic spread participation
in the war effort among males aged 13 to 49 in 1860. Although there were some

31 Separate MCAs were run on whether of not someone was killed, was wounded, or deserted and whether ot
not someonc was killed, was wounded, was disabled. or deserted. The results of the latter two analyses were generally
similar to the one based on whether or not a serviceman was killed or wounded (although the percentage of serv-

icemen affected was higher).
38 Future investigations will calculate the likelihood of being killed or wounded, taking into consideration the

total months enrolled in the armed forccs.
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Figure 4 .
05 Federal Veteran Benefits, 1866-1905
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nts no special pensionable disabilities. A claimant who has attained the age of 65 is
the allowed at least the minimum rate, unless he appears to have unusual vigor and
ability for the performance of manual labor in one of that age.4s Thus, by 1900

l

© the United States government had in effect developed a very extensive and expensive
dso old-age assistance program for veterans.
et- It is difficult to estimate exactly how important veterans' pensions were for
ces nineteenth-century Americans, but some general statements can be made. Overall,

s of only a small proportion of the adult white population received veterans’ pensions —
L to about 1 percent in 1870 and 4 percent in 1900. Thus, one might speculate that fed-
ner eral pensions had relatively little impact on Americans.

the But such a conclusion does not take into account the re distt™ 1tion of veterans.
Since most soldiets in the Civil War were quite young, we need to follow the cohort

are

of individuals who were in their late teens and early twenties during the Civil War.
loyal We find that 56 percent of all white males aged 25 to 29 and 34 percent of those
1958 aged 30 to 34 in 1870 were Union veterans. Similarly, 48 percent of all white males
heir aged 55 to 59 and 29 percent of those aged 60 to 64 in 1900 were Union veterans.
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