
Christian Soldiers: The Meanin g of 
Rcvivali sn1 in the Confederate Army 

By DREW G 1 I.l' I N FAUST 

FROM T II L FA I.I. OF 1 8 (12 UNT Ii. TIIE LAST DAYS OF THE C IV I L WAR, 

religious rcvivalis111 swep t through Confedera te forces wit h an inten 
s ity that led one south erner to declare the armies had been "nearly 
converted int o ch urches.'' ' I\ remarkable phenomenon in the eyes of 
con temporary observers, these 111ass co nvers ions have been largely 
ignored by modern scholars.! The atte nti on recent historians have 
devoted to other manifestat ions of ninetee nth-ce ntu ry Eva ngel ica l
ism make s this neglect of C iv il War religion seem a ll the more curi-
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ous , for schol ar ly findin gs about th e re lati onship between rev iva li sm 
and th e processes of soc ial and cultural tran sfo rm ation sugges t that 
an ex pl o rati o n o f arm y Eva nge li ca li sm shoul d y ie ld impo rt ant 
in\i ghts into th e mea ning o f th e South's ex peri ence in an e ra of pro 
found di sloca ti on and chan ge . ' 

Th e ce ntralit y of reli gion within antebellum sn11the rn culture gave 
sacred language ancl pe rce ption a prominent place in th e region's 
res pon se to war. Th e South hacl not onl y embraced ev an ge li cal Pro t
estantism with a uniformit y and enthu siasm unmat ched in th e res t of 
th e nation but hacl also used re li g ion as a c ru c ial we apon in th e sec
ti ,,n al pr,1pagand a battl e. Definin g it se lf as mo re godl y th an th e 
North. the Snuth turn ed to th e Sc riptures i,:_ju stify its pec uliar in sti 
tution and its soc ial n rd er more gen erall y. With it s dcclarati <'n o r 
nati onh ood and th e sub se qu ent outbreak of wa r. th e Co nCcde racy 
id entifi ed it s inoe pend ence and success as God's w ill. Th eir cau se . 
southern e rs in s i·; ted until th e ve ry la st days o f th e confli ct . was God's 
cau se: th e South 's wa r o r de fen se again st in vas ion was unque sti ona-

bly a ju st wa r. 
Th e promin ence o f such sentim ent s in publi c di scourse - in th e 

Confederat e Co nstituti on it se lf. in Jeffe rso n Da vis's proc lam ation s 
of fa st da ys. in ge nerals' ann oun ce ment s of milit ary victo ry. not to 
Ill ention in churc h ser lll n ns a nd de no111in a t1 o nal publi ca ti o ns 
es tabli shed re li g io n as th e fun dam ental id iom o f nati on al an d per
so nal id e ntit y : so uth e rn e rs' respo nses to the un anti c ipated horro rs of 
th e fir s t mode rn . tot a l wa r were allll os t necess aril y a rti cul ated within 
a reli gious fr amewo rk an d in re li gious lan gua ge. But if re li g io n was 
central to th e Co nfe deracy ;1s a w hole . it was pe rhap s o f grea tes t 
importan ce to th e co lllmll n so uth ern stl ldi e r. whose li fe was mos t 
dramati ca ll y altered - if not ;1c 1.U a ll y ended - by w:1r 's de man ds. T he 
wid es pread arm y rev iv;il s d irect ly rcl"lccteli th e s tresses o f th e so l
di er's li fe and de ath situ :1ti on: the str a in s of life in th e ranks o f a mass 
arm y : th e r ress ures llf d;1ily L·c 1nfn1 nt:1 t iL1 n with dcat h -- and wi th a 
ra te n f nw rt.ilit y unmat ch ed in ;1I'y .-\rner iL·:1 11 war before or s inn: .' 
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Althou gh th e so uthern re li ; ious press reported sca ttered co nver
sions o f so ldie rs from the tin; ,_; fi ghting broke out, Confederates did 
not beg in to identify wh at one Evangelical ca ll ed a "genuine and 
mi ghty work of grace" until the fa] I of 1862 _ i At fir st confined to the 
Army of No rthern Virg inia , and a lways stronges t th ere, s ignifi cant 
reli g ious awa kenings spread to the Army of Tennessee and to th e 
Trans- Mi ss iss ippi fo rces in 1863 and 1864 .' One obse rve r later ca l
cul ated that as many as 150,000 soldi e rs were "born aga in" during th e 
war, hut even if far fewer actually con verted, thou sa nds more parti c i
pat ed in the rev ival without th emselves undergoin g th e dramatic pe r
son al ex peri ence of grace. 7 

Fo r large numbers o f men the stru gg le aga in st th e Ya nkees on th e 
fi e ld had it s parallel in the battl e against Satan in th e ca mp . So ldi e rs' 
d ia ri es and lette rs make c lea r how widel y the phe nomenon ex tended . 
As one pa rti c ipant expressed it , "'We someLmcs fee l mo re as if we 
we re in a ca mp-meetin g than in th e a rm y ex pec tin g to mee t an 
e ne my' ." A less sy mpathe ti c obse rver found he co ul d not eve n write a 
peace ful lett e r to hi s w ife . "It see ms to me th at wh creeve r [s ic ] I go I 
c;111 never ge t rit.l o f the 'P-sa lrn -'s in ge rs- thcy arc in full blas t with a 
Pra ye r mee tin g a few rods off .... " To man y o f th ose ne ith e r 
direc tl y in vo lved nor firml y opposed , the patte rn o f Eva nge li ca li sm 
and co nve rs ion bec ame s impl y a part o f arm y routin e . O ne ca pta in 
wrote indiffe rentl y ye t revealin gly in hi s di ary in mid - !863. "Tod ay 
is Sunt.l ay. Nothing unu sual. . . -preac hin g in th e afte rnoo n and 
eve nin g. Ma ny jo ined the church."' 

l/ 111or I o{.·l111, ·rirn 11 H'cir.< From 1745- 19 I Ii I New Yo rk. 198 1) : Ru sse 11 F. Wc ig le v, Th,· Am,•r. 

"""'' ll',1 r nf H'cir : .~ lliHorr of Un itt'd Slll tl'.< Mil i111r_1· S trat r;:y und Polin· ( Ne w Yo rk. 197 J): 
;ind Ja y l. u va:" . l/11· Mi li ttlr_\' L,·g,wr oftht' Ci,·il ft!ir : The r:11mpt·tt11 lnhcriwnet• (C hi c ago. 
1'1.~'J) . 011 E vangeli c ali s m as a ve hi c le o f na 1ional o rganizal ion a nd in 1cgra 1io n sec Dona ld G . 
.\ fa1h e w,. ""The Seco nd G rca l /\wakening as an O rga n izi ng P rncc s., . 1780 - 18 ] 0: ,\n H y po 1h 
cs 1<· 1ln1crirnn Q11ortalr. XX I (S pring 1969). 2J - 4J . 

· JnnL·~. Chris / in the· Camp . .136 (4u o ta1ion) . For examples o f ear ly repo rt s or c: onvc rsin n!\ 
"' '" lir /igio 11 .,· 1/aoltf. /\U)!U Sl 2lJ. 1861 . Se p le m bc r 12 . 186 1, O c iohcr 17. 186 1. ,\pril 17, 
IXC, 2 .June) , 1X6 2 .Augus12 1, 1862 . 

' S,·c J i, ne,. Ch ri.< t in th,· Comp. A ppendix II . 5] ) - 6 24 : Lacy, Rnirnl.< in the Mitf .,· 1 o/ 1J,,, 
);,un. 1 l'J: Jam e, C o ope r N is hcl , l-i,11r )hir.,· 0 11 th,• Firin ;: Lin ,• . ed. hy Bell Ir v in Wi le y 
, 11114 : r p1 c J . . Ja ckso n . Tenn . . 196 ] ). 17 5 : '"Grcal Trans -Mi ss iss ippi Re v ival:· S1J1t1h t' m 
Chrl.\tiun A(h·onu 1· . A u!!U SI ~5. I XM: anc.l Conf('(lrrat c B:1pti.n . June I . 1864 

Junes. ChriJt in tht' C(lmp. ) 90 . For an assessment of differen t cstim a! es llf' nu mhcrs of 
1.: n 11 n: r1 s ~cc H erman Nu n o n. Rt'l, cl Rt'! igion : 771<' Sto ry of Cf~nji:d(·rtlf1' Chnplo i11s (S t. Lou is. 
i 1Jli l ). /l -1 

' Jnnl's. Chris t in th e Camp . :U-)4 ((i rs l quolat ion): John Kl'nt Fo lma r. ctJ . From l hat 
frrrihl,· Ffrld: Ci\·il H11r U·tll 'rs ofJom ('S M. Wi lliam.\', Twe nt y-first Alahamo lnfa nrr y l1 ,/u11 -

: 1· 1 n ( ll 11 ivcr:,,. 1ty. ,\ la . . 1<1X I ), 1.' (M.'l'O nd quota ti on): Anne K in!! Cin=!!nr i..: . ed .. "Di ar~· of 
( · .1pt: 1i11 Jo~cph Ju ltu ., Wl'~ {n,al . I 86.\ - I 8(1.<i ." Sou th Corol i,w lli.r toril'a/ Mo,i.:o:.in,·. LI:'\ (J :111 -

11a rv 1 <J.,H) , 1.1 ( lh1rd 4t11 ll a 1io 11) . Sec al so J . Ch ,1rlcs Mu ndy 10 Beve rl y P rcslon Mo rri ss. 
Scple m hcr 2H. 1H6:i. [kvcrly Pres l()n M o rriss Papers (W ill ia m R . Perkins Library. Du ke 
l 1nivcrsil )'. Durham. N. C.: rcpo s ilory hereina f1 crci1cd as D u ke) : and George W. Cherry 10 
Jlcar Si.,1cr . Oc toher 7. IX6:i. Lu nc d n rd R . Cher ry Pa pers ( Duke). 
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When th e timin g of battl e permitted, chapl a in s and lay preac hers 
orga ni zed a prodi gious sc hedul e o f serv ices -so metim es as many as 
fi w or six 111 ee tin gs a day. Du rin g a six-wee k lull in ih c fi ghtin g in 
Virg inia durin g th e summ er of 1864 -- a tim e when th e milit nry situ n
ti on made in voca ti on o ! di vin e help parti cul a rl y appro pri ate - one 
bri gade chap lain sched ul ed da il y praye rs at su nri se, an "inqi.:i ry 
meetin g" eac h mo rnin g at e ight, prea chin g at e leve n , prayers for th e 
success o f th e Co nfederate cause at four, and preac hin g aga in at 

ni ght. " 
Bri gades in whi ch the rev ival spirit was vigorous o ft en co nstru cted 

chapels . es pec iall y in winter qu arte rs when th e men we re li ke ly to 
spend seve ral month s in one pl ace. In Janu ary 1865, for exa mpl e , a 
Virginian report ed th at hi s hri gad e had erec ted churches eve ry s ix to 
e ight hundred ya rd s al ong th e lines . In su111mer so ldi e rs huilt outd oo r 
chapels in th e woods . Split logs se rved as benches: a wooden pl at
for m beca me th e alt ar: iron-m es h baskets held fir ewood to illumin ate 
th e gath erin gs. Eve n pl aces for two th ousa nd wo rshippers we re o ft en 
not suffi c ient . "T he inte res t manifes ted ," one sol d ier repo rt t. d , "was 
so grea t that th e sc at s we re take n :- . th e aft e rn oo n by such 111 cn as we re 
not on duty. Wh en night re li eved from dut y th ose who had bee n d rill 
in g. th e men stood up in imm ense. num bers around those who we re 
se at ed." Wh en observa nces we re held in doo rs, th e small e r num be r o f 
pl aces 111ade co 111pet1ti o n eve n 111 ore inte nse. "Me n 111 ay so metim es be 
see n an hour bef ore saviccs running to th e house, in ord er th at th ey 
111 ay procure sca ts. T hey co111 e fro 111 regi ment s two mil es off." Me n of 
th t.: Ar my o f Nort he rn Virgini a packed one b ri gade chape l li ke "her-

rings in a barre l ." "' 
T he rev iva l spaw ned as we ll a 111ajo r Co nfede rate pub li shin g 

end eavor. In sp ite o f paper and "labo r sho rt ages . nearl y two hundred 
111illi on pages o f tracts we re d istribut ed to so ldi ers dur in g th e wa r. 
Several deno111in ati ons also pu bli shed re li gious newspa pers fo r th e 
troops . and the Co n!cdcratc Bible Soc ie ty. founded in 1862 , hoped to 
supp ly eve ry so ldi er with hi s own New Tc sta111 cnt. When rev iva li sts 
we re unava il ab le. tr ac ts se rved as s ubs t it ute s. "T hes e li tt le 
prea chn s." as th e Confi,dcro /1' 8u1;1 is1 called th e111. co ul d be read 
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o ver and over - in the tent , o n a march , o r even in the hea t of ba ttle -
a nd we re o ft en c ited as the mselves respo nsible fo r co nvers io ns. T he 
popul a rity o f trac ts and papers g rew throug hout the wa r, and Sto ne
wa ll Jac kso n was reputed to keep a suppl y o n hand to use as rewa rd s 
for hi ~ men . O ne Bapti s t mi ss iona ry th ought that mu ch o f th e appe tite 
fo r the pu b li ca tions arose beca use "the soldie rs he re a re starving for 
reading ma tte r. Th ey will read anythin g." But even if the ir appea l 
o ri g ina ted in the m onoto ny o f camp life, the trac ts achieved remark
abl e effectiveness as an "instrument" in saving soul s . Toge ther with 
the exho rt a tion s of mi ss ionari es and chapla in s , relig ious publi ca
tion s kept the a rmy's reviva li s t fe rvor at a re markably high pitch . 11 

C uri ous ly, the eva ngelica l fervor o f the Confederate troops was no t 
parall e led hy e nthu s iasm at home , and, as se lf-ri ghteou s southern e rs 
loved to cha rge, "nothing like thi s occurred in the Yankee army.'' 11 

Despite the widespread perception of the conflic t as a hol y war, 
southern c ivilians , even church members , were not expe ri enc ing 
God's g race in subs tanti a l numbe rs. The coldness of es tablished con
g rega tio ns throughout the war years troubled southern cle rgy, wh o 
attributed their failures to the preoccupa tion of their flock s with the 
secular rea lities o f politics and economi c surv iv a l. But sure ly the 
Confed eracy's soldi e r-conve rt s we re even more co ncerned with th e 
ac tu a lities o f wa r. For the m , pe rhaps, the eve r-present th rea t o f dea th 
gave ba ttl e a transcend ent, ra ther than primaril y worldl y, s ig nifi 
cance , o r poss ibly the enthu s iasm within the army re fl ec ted Eva nge l
ica ls' concerted e ffo rt s with th e troops. 

The compa ri so n w ith soldiers ' expe ri e nces in the no rthern a rm y is 
more pro bl e matic, fo r reviv a ls did occ ur w ith some freque ncy amo ng 
Yan kee troo ps. Mos t n ine tee nth -ce ntur y o bse r ve rs, as we ll as 
twe nti e th -ce ntury schol a rs, have remarked, however, upo n s ig nifi 
cant diffe re nces in the sca le and in the intens ity of a rm y re li g io n 
North and South . Abraham Linco ln him self wo rri ed th a t " re be l so l
di e rs arc pray ing w ith a g rea t dea l mo re ea rnes tness ... th a n ou r 
ow n troops . . ." A number of ex pl anati o ns for thi s co ntras t seem 

11 Confrt!l'rull' /J o1J/is1, M a y 16, I H6J ( fi rs \ q uo tation): Relii: in 11 .< Herald, May 8, 1862. 
Octobn 10 , IH61 (seco nd q 11 0 1a 1ion) ; J ames W. Si lve r, ed . , A Li/I' for the Cn11/ederac.,· . tH 
Rt·oird,•tl i11 t/i,· Pock er Diaries of Pvr. Rohen A . M oore . (Jackso n , Ten n . , 1959), 95. On 
t racts sec Romero, Rl'lii:ivn in rht• Rehel Ranks. 163: Si lve r, Cnnfederare Morale a11d Ch11rch 
f'mpagu11tla; ancl W i Icy. 7'lic Lift· of Johnny Reh, 177. M uch of the research for 1his paper wa s 
made pnssihlc hy 1he ava il ahility o n microfilm of almos t a ll surv iving Confede rate 1rac 1s and 
sermo ns as well :.is most o th e r ex tan t prinl cd C,.,nfcdcratc matc ri ct l Sec Conft•tft.ratt Imprint .\' 
(New Ha ven, 1974) . 

"Rl'iigimn I/era/cl. Ap r il X, 1864 (quo1a1101,) . On lhc lack of religiou s fer vor on 1hc home 
fronl ~cc "Rcvi ·, al s :tl Home:· Southl'rn Christian Ad\'oc ar,· . Sc ptcmher 8. 186..t : Bihlica l 
Rt'cnrd1·r. Junl' 17. I H6): .-lrmy ant!Ntn·y 1\1,•.rsn1gl'r. March I . 186..t : \Villiam Fl inn 10 \Vil · 
l1a111 l.c1chcr Mi1chcll , April ~4 . 18(, .1. William l.c1 c hc r Mi1chcll Papers (~HC) . 
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plau sib le. T he grea te r homoge neit y of re li g iou s outlook within th e 
overw helming ly evange li cal and Protestant southern army was ce r
tainl y signifi ca nt. The more pro found stresses on sou thern so ld iers, 
who beca use of shorta ges of manpo we r and materiel se rved for 
longer periods of time. with fewe r furlou ghs, and with greater physi
ca l t.leprivat ion. undoubtedl y pb yed a role as we ll . for it was as the 
war in c rea sed in :Juration and int ens it y that rev iva li sm began to 

spread. '' 
Men donnin g th e Co nfede rate unifo rm did not at first demon strate 

unu sua l pi ety. ;\t th e ou tset th e devo ted found th emsel ves ve ry mu ch 
on the defensi ve . for re li g iou~ leaders felt obli ged to comba t a wid e
spread view that godli ness wou ld und e rmine military e ffe cti ve ness. 
There "is nothin g in th e demands of a just and defens ive warfare at 
var iance with the spirit and dutie s of Chris ti anity." an oft-repr inted 
trac t urged. "Piety wi ll not make you effeminate or cowa rdl y." Godl y 
southerners at fir st fca1Td that th e influ e nces might work in ju st th e 
opposite direction : that battle w1nild prn vc ;rn impcdiment to pit:t y. 
"Wa r is thc hotbed of iniquit y of every kind ,' ' wro te the Reverend 
Charles Colcock Jones. The army had in all ages been "the gre atest 
sc hoo l o f vice." History showed that men removed from the res train 
in g. "softening" moral influ ences of woma nh ood and hearth ea sily 
succumbed to th e temptati o ns of camp life. One tract drawin g so l
diers· attcntion to the grave yawn ing open be fore them pointedl y 
summari zed the dilemma . "Men. hy associating in large masses. as 
in ca mps and citie s . impro ve their talents. hut impair their virtues." 
The South, happil y frec of sig nifi can t urban ce nters. must not now 
abandon her comforting moral ad va ntage ." 

The initi a l experience of ca mp life seemed to bea r out these dire 
expectat ions. " I think the majorit y oft he men of our Rcg t. arc becom
in g ve ry wild & co ntra ctin g man y bad habits,' ' a private wrote ho me 
from Virg ini a in November 186 1. Th e Sabba th brought "no preach
ing. no se rvice" lo coun te rac t Sa tan 's g rowin g influ ence. "The reli 
gious de stituti on of the /\rmy,'' a soldier confided to hi s diary. "is 

1 • John (i ~1L·nlay and Jnh11 11:i \. L'd, . . c·u11111lt•f 1' 1~ ;,, .L.., o(Ahrohc tm l .1 11rnl11 (I~ ,·111~ . . Nl'w 
York . I <JO~) . V 111. ~<) • !10 {quPlal 1~ 111 l ( )n cn1np;ir 1:,.0 11 ,, 1.th ·rl.'I i!,! 11111 111 !ht.' norlh~·rn ar11ilt.' S :,.rl.' 

Bell Jr \' lll \\.'tll'y. n,t' 1.1ft' 11/ /Ji//\- }(111 ~ . Tl1t · ( ·,,111111011 Solrlirr of th,· U111011 ( Nt.'v; York it;HI 
lnd1:in apd!1,. Jl))2) : \Vtl\1,1111 \\':trrt.'ll s\\l"l'I . . ".f, ·1!,,,tli.\111 Ill .·t lllt'flt"llll lll.\!Or\' (1 l'W York. 
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1~ !Mr;\ ! · 1:1111.: t::,. Hlahl' Brn1.: kl'nhr1n1~hl .. ·I ,\{1J1h1 · r :\ l 111r1111g H i1rtl.\ 1,1 hrr S11/d11·r !lo, 

!Pt..: tt.'r,hur~ . \'a . . I 1X6 · Jl. _\ (lir,t qu11tal10111 . _'\ t:,.t.'1.11r1d qthll;1t1nnJ . St.:l' aho .·I n· )(11111 Sol 
rlu·r·1 (11 .p . 11 d. l. I : Chark, Cnknch Junc :,. 111 Ch:,r\c: ., ('okl1c\.. Jnnl' ;\, Jr . . \larch 24. \Sh2 . 
trl Rtlht.:rt t--.ta 11 ,n11 r--. l yl· r,. nl . . T/1(' ( "J11ldr1·11 1~( f'r1tlt- . A Fru, · St11r\· of (Jn,rgia and tht· ( ·,d/ 
Hi,r (1",;'c" 11 ;1, ·\.·11 and l.11ndn11 . l<J72). X(1(, ( 1h 1rd quot;1t1nnJ Sn· al ,u !)run !.:1 1.·, . ..tclrlr<'.'-' 
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awful ." By fa r the largest po rti o n of th e troo ps appeared to one 
trac t age nt as entire ly godl ess . Of th e three hundred me n in th ree 
co mpani es th at he visited in the summer of 186 1, onl y seve n were 
"pro fesso rs of re li g ion." The army orese nted a mora l pi ctu re th at was 
"dark indeed ."" 

T he seemin g enormity of th e probl em inspi red re li gious leaders to 
ri se to meet th e chall enge. Th e la rge number o f un co nve rted could 
ce rta inl y be rega rd ed as a " fi e ld . white unto the harves t." The 
Bapti st Relii ious He--a /d was not alone in view ing th e eva ngeli za ti o n 
of th e arm y as th e ohvious "'Chris1ion work of th e day'." Mini ste rs 
recog ni zed th at th e very gr imn ess o f th e s it ua tio n th ey co nfront ed 
co nt a in ed seeds of hope. Th e Confedera te a rm y was young; its modal 
age was e ightee n, almos t the idea l ti me fo r co nve rs ion. as southern 
preac hers, ve rsed in what one modern sc holar has ca ll ed the "appli ed 
sc ience" o f rev iva li sm, und erstood ve ry we ll. "Sca rce ly an y," the 
Reve rend James Mc Gready noted in a trac t e ntitl ed An Appeal to th e 
Yrm n,I{, "arc ever co nve rt ed . . a ft e r th e age o f twe nt y- fi ve o r th irt y 
ye ars at the farth es t" : mos t we re co nve rted we ll befo re th at tim e. 
So ldi ers also prov id ed a spec ia l oppo rtun ity fo r eva nge li ca l labo rs 
heea usc th ey were men . th ose who befo re th e wa r had prove n "mos t 
in access ible to pas tora l influe nce ." Now iso lated fro m home and 
loved ones and co nfront ed by th e real ity of dea th , "eve n th e man who 
always repul sed the approac hes o f his pas to r at home" mi ght "g rat e
fu ll y rece ive th e att enti ons o f th e chap lain ." Pe rh aps in wa r men cou ld 
be bro ugh t to fee l th e emoti ona lity and vulnerabi lity that in peace
tim e had bee n th e aimos t exc lu s ive domain o f th e oth er sex . "There is 
a foo li sh noti on," one trac t exp li ci tl y stated, "th at it is unma nl y to 
manifes t any jl'e!ing un de r th e pressure of be reavement or me ntal 
d istress. . . th at it is wo manl y and chilui sh 10 weep." T he wa rt ime 
work of the evangelist was to co nvin ce th e so ld ier that "t hi s is a ll a 
mi stake." T he ava il abilit y o f a large co ngrega tio n, a lready asse mbled 
in ca mp . and the "cont agio us na ture o f a rmy hah ils ," for good as well 
as cv il , fur thcr encou raged preachers in thei r task .'" 

1 ' Silver. l'l l. . . ·I l .1/cjt1r th, · Cn11Ji·,frr11c,·. XJ ( f1r,1 quo1:1t1on) : \Vill1am C . Chi ld cr:-.. t:d . . "A 
\'1r~1 111a11 ·., D1 k111ma . Th e C 1\' d \Var Diar y nf I.,a:tL' No~·t.·, S1111 1h . St:pl to Nn \' 186 1 :· 
lVi ·.,r J'ir:,.:rn 111 /l1 .\l111 , . . \.\VII (,\prd ltJ(l(l) , IX -~ !:-.t.·cn11d qu o1 :11i n 11 ). 11) t) ( third qu ot:111011) : 
Ht'l1:,:1P11 ., !ft.raid . June ~O . I Xf1 \ : /J ihlrnJ/ H.('C"ortl, ·r . Ju11 t.· I q. I X(1 I ( fourth ljlhllalionJ: Jn11L' :,., 

('hn.\l in th, · C11m11. ~7 1 ( lifth quotation) 
11
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Th e mobili 1.ation or the south ern c lergy to co nfro nt the wartim e 
cha ll e nge para ll e led th e mobili za tion of Co nfe de ra te milit a ry 
resources . Id entifyin g both th e hazard s and th e opportuniti es th at 
wa r offered th e chu rc h , mini ste rs wo rked to dev ise a strat egy for 
co nqu erin g arm y ca mps, and , not in cidentall y, fo r mak in g re li g ion 
and it s preachcrs-'- a centra l force in th e c rea ti on o f the new nati on. 
With th e successes of th e chu rc h amon g th e troops, a chapl a in 
decl ared to a ga the rin g o f his co ll eag ues, "the found at(on fo r a wid e 
re li gious power ove r th e count.ry is now la in . .. , We, th e r. , he re and 
no w. stand at th e fount a in head o, ,:,~ nation's destin y. We lay our 
hand ~ UJ H>ll it s throhhin g hc.irl . Neve r .i g.iin shall we c; olll C so near 
hav in g th e J l'.s tin y of a gn.: at nation in our own hand s."

11 

But opportunit y was not achi evement. The ro le of th e preacher 1n 
Co nf"ede rate a rmi es wa s ne ith e r c lea rl y de fin e d no r g re at ly 
re spec ted. Chapl a ins had no o ffi c ia l milita ry rank, rece ived poo r pay 
and onl y a pri va te\ rations . To co mbat th e "l ow repute" in whi ch th e 
pos t was he ld . n,ini ste rs and many churches lobbi ed throu ghout the 
war fo r leg islati ve improvement in the chaplain 's s itu ation , but the ir 
e ffort s met w ith onl y limited success . Most denominati ons suppl e
ment ed meag re army sa lari es in o rde r to encourage qualifi ed men to 
serve . but man y reg iments and eve n bri gades- perhaps as man y as 
half - neve r had an o ffi c ial mini ste r. In June 1861 Virg ini a Bapti s ts 
dec id ed to augment gove rnment effort s by emp loy ing co lpo rteurs to 
d istri bute trac ts and to di sc uss re li g ious subj ec ts with th e men. Sev
era l Pro tes tan t denomin ati ons <1 lso sent it in e rant c ivili an mi sr. ion
ar ies to the troo ps, and these preac hers usuall y coo pera ted c lose ly 
wi th offi c ial chap la in s in the effort to spread the divine wo rd to eve ry 
part o f the arm y. Denomin ati onal di ffe rences were all but fo rgo tte n 
in what beca me an ec um enical Jll ovenient to bring Chri st to th e ca mp . 
Bapti sts preac hed with out in sistin g on ba pti sm as a requirement fo r 
th e fo rgive ness of sin ; Pro tes tant so ldi e rs fl ocked to se rv ices co n
ducted by Cath olic chapl a in s . Evange li s t J . Willi am Jo nes re marked 
th at war had brought "a tru ce to deno minati onal bi cke rin gs - th e re 
a rc no sec tari an ~e rmons preac hed and no sec ta ri an trac ts c irculat ed, 
but all see m to wo rk toge th er to make men Chri st ia ns "" 

three church 111cmhl'r:-. i11 lhc 'O\U South were women: sec Malhcws, Religion in thl' Old Sourh, 
~ 7. John El\ I is J. Edward,. The IVr,undcd Soldier (R a le igh. 11 86 - 1). 5 (,i xth and ,even th 4un
t:1l1011:-. ). 011 aJnk :-.l-cncc anJ convL'rsion sec Carl \Y. Chri:-.tcn scn, ··Religious Conversion." 
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In th e fa ll of I 862 these re li g iou s labo rs began to bea r fruit, as 
circu msta nces cam e to th e a id of th e south e rn churc hes . The timi ng 
o f evangelical successes dur ing th e wa r offers importan t c lues to the 
meanin g nft hc co nvc rs io11 ex pe rience. By late 1862 many in iti al illu 
s io ns had begun to d isa ppea r: a ft e r mo re th an a year of "hard ser
vice," as one chapl ain exp lai ned , "t he ro man ce of th e sold ie r's li fe 
wore off, a more sobe r and serious mood seemed to prev ail in the 
ca mps." Consc rip ti on had begu n the prev ious sprin g, and by fa ll so l
d ie rs with out th e ro mant ic zea l and optimism o f th e o ri g inal vo lun 
tee rs had jo in ed th e ranks. Pe rhaps mos t sig nifi ca ntly, howeve r, 
n:viva ls fir st broke out am o ng troops re treat in g from Ma ryland aft er 
til e Co nfede rat e loss al Anti e tam, whi ch rep rese nt ed not onl y th e 
firs t majo r sou th ern defea t in the ea ste rn th ea ter but th e blood iest 
s ing le ba ttl e day of Ame ri can hi story as we ll . The expe ri ences of 
s laught er and mi lita ry fa ilu re surely had their impac t in encourag ing 
th e "se ri ous refl ecti on and so lemn reso lve" th at preceded evange li ca l 
commitment . T he re was g rea t "e loqu ence" in the "d in" and "ca rn age" 
o f the fie ld. "We arc so mu ch exposed ," one so ld ie r observed, as he 
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cxrlained wh y he had quit "light trashy no vels" for the Rihl c , "we arc 
likely to be called off al any moment."''' 

During the rest of the war the most dramatic outbursts of religiou s 
enthusiasm followed fierce and bloody battle, - espec ially losses. 
The "g reat revival along the Rapidan" in the late summer and fall of 
1863 swept through troops encamped for the first time since their 
retreat from 0 :ttysburg. The pattern was clear to contemporary 
observers. As o. 1e army correspondent explained in 1863 to the Con 
/Nfrro1c Bop1is1, "Then.: have been always among us, som e piou s 
men, but until that time nothing like a general revival or even serious 
ness. The regiment had just returned from the disastrous Pennsylva 
nia t:xpcdition, and a few days bdort: had tht: closest and most 
desperate encounter with the enemy that they had ever had. The 
minds of the rnrn were fresh from scenes of danger and bloodshed 
and were forced thereby to contemplate eternity, and in many cases, 
to feel the necessity ofpreµaration." In the West, Vicksburg and Chat 
tanooga had a similar effect. Individual experiences of grace were 
closely connected to the wider search for God 's favor implicit in th e 
divine· gift of military victory. As one recently converted soldier 
wrote in a letter home , he hoped the revival in h:s camp wou ld brin g 
"a great hlessing nationall y as well as Spiritually."'" 

Reli g i()n thrived, howc ver, not just on g rowin g personal and 
national in security, not just on indi vidual and collective fear of the 
Yankee s . but on anxieties related to social realities within the Con 
federate arm y itse lf. Chaplains . missionaries, and colporteurs had 
begun to make clear that rather than hinder military e_f!'e cti veness . 
they could do a great deal to enhance it. Offi cers previously indiffe r
ent.if not openl y hostile , to re li g ion in th e camps cam e to encourage 
piet y and to rrovidc spaces and occasions for th e evangelization of 
their tr tHl[) S. "It is an inter es tin g fa c t," o bs e rved Baptist 
preacher J. J. D. Rc nfroe in No vc rnb cr 1863 . " that most of ou r 
offi cer ~ h:1\'L' und c rgonc som e c h:1n ge on th e s uhj ec l of 
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chapl ai ns . when th ey first started out it ma de no di ffe rence with 
th em what so rt o f man th ey had for chapl a in , o r wheth er th ey had any 
at all ; but now you will not talk with an offi ce r ten minut es about it 
until yc u will di scove r th at he docs not wan t a chapl a in simpl y to 'hold 
se rvice ,' but he wa nts a man who will prom ote th e reli g ious good of 
hi s reg iment. l have had irre li gious offi ce rs to kl! me th at a good 
chaplain is worth more fo r th e gove rnment of troo ps th an any officer 
in a reg iment." Colonel Da vid Lang co mmuni ca ted hi s sa ti sfac ti on 
' ·:1t hi s chaplain 's effort s in th e fa ll of 1863 we re "mak ing good so l

d iers of so me ve ry triflin g materia l." ~1 

Dcsrite the notable and in sririn g cxce rti o ns of Robert E . Lee , 
Stonewall Jac kson. and oth er ri ous co mmanders, arm y ev an geli sm 
had it s g rea tes t impac t am ong th e comm on so ldi e rs. Mi ss ionari es, 
chapl a in s, and even Jackso n him se lf compl ain ed repea tedl y of th e 
re li g iou s indiffe rence of th e o ffi ce rs. The rh etori c o f th e Co nfederate 
rev iva l, th e th emes o f it s se rm ons and its trac ts , sugges t one obvious 
ex plan ati on of why so many south e rn leade rs enco uraged pi e ty 
::mong th e ir troors whil e th ey rema in ed large ly aloo f. "Irre li g iou s 
, ·1 >lone ls,'' th <' Relig ious Hera ld ex pl a ined , "seek th e cooperati on of a 
~ood chaplain in th e ir des ire to rend er th eir reg im ent as e ffi c ient as 
f' i>ss ibl c ." Reli gion promi sed s ignifi cant ass istan ce in th e tho rn y 
r ro bl e m o f gove rnin g th e fr e qu e ntl y intr ac tabl e Co nfede ra te 
troo ps .~~ 

Pro m th e nut set th e Co nfede rate a rm y expe ri enced g rea t d iff icul
tiL:s with di sc iplin e , for th e sou th ern so ld ier was mos t often a ru ral 
~o uth who had eve ry expec ta ti o n o f beco min g - if he was not 
:ilr·ead y- an ind epend ent landholdin g fa rm er. Despite th e un eve n 
d istributi on o f wea lth and pa rti cul a rl y of s la veow ne rship in th e pre
wa r So ulh . th e co mm on man ord inar il y had no d irec t ex peri ence with 
f' ll liti ca l or soc ia l op press ion, for he li ved in a democ rati c po litica l 
:111 d soc ia l order where ·de ce nt ra li za ti o n mini mized percept io ns o f 
~har p stratifi cati on hc twet: n plant ers and pl a in fo lk . Th e prevalent 
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id eo logy o f rcpubli c 1n ism had enco uraged ri ch and poo r whites ali ke 
to cheri sh th eir " ind epende nce" and aut onomy, emp has izin g a sharp 
co ntra st be twee n th eir status and that o f ens laved bl acks. But th e 
army was lo demand a hi era rchy and a d isc iplin e th at th e prewa r 
situation had not , eve n if practices such as e lec ti on o f officers mi ght 
see m to sy mboli ze th e soldier's wi ll ing con tra ctual surrender of con
trol over hi s own life . Prev ious ly masterlc ss men were compelled in 
th e arm y to accep t subordi nati on for th e first tim e, and man y recruit s 
compl ain ed bitterly abou t thi s chan ge in expec tati ons and circum 
stan ces. As one yo ung so ldi er wro te home in th e summer of 1861, 
"we arc not lowd lo go to th e Shops with out a pe rmit and we arc not 
lowd to llli ss :1 drill w itl1<H1t a furlo s ick ness or pcrlllit, we arc und e r 
til e rules yo u don! no how tit c they arc I wish I cou l sec you and th en I 
co uld tell yo u what I th ought of camp t life it is very tit c rule s and 
co nfincn."-'' 

Reli g ion promised co ns id erab le assista nce in casing thi s diffi cult 
tran si tion . E li e Hal cvy, E. P. T hompso n, and oth ers have desc ribed 
th e role of Methodism in th e transformation of Eng li sh wo rkers into 
an industri a l proletariat , and more rece ntl y Anthony F C. Wallace 
ha s ex plored the influen ce of eva ngeli cal Protestantism upon labor
ers in nineteenth-century Pe nn sylva nia tex til e mills . In the So uth o f 
th e 1860s th e role of religion was so mewhat diffe rent, for young 
rural Confederates were go in g to wa r, not to the fac tories. But the 
requirement s of indu striali zed work and in dustri a li zed wa rfare a rc 
ali ke in important ways '- in their demand for new leve ls of disc i
pline, reg ularit y, and s ubordination . Dan ie l T. Rod ge rs has 
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described a process of " labor comm itment- . by whi ch new 
in dustri a l employees adjus ted deeply se t rural loyal ti es and wo rk 
habit s lo th e disrupting demands of factory labor." In their ide nt ity 
shift from farmers to so ldi ers, young southern ers needed to n:ake 
analogous chan ges in inte rn al va lues and ex pec tati ons. A so!Jier 
"m ust be trained," in sisted th e Religious Herald, "a nd willing to ~ub
mit to th orough training There is a moral requiremen t as 
import an t as the materia l one-an in ward mah as indispensable as the 
outward one . ." Religious conve rs ion and com mitment cou ld 
se rve as th e ve hi c le accelerat in g and faci litating thi s necessary per
so nal tran sformation. 130th sou th ern military and reli g iou s leaders 
recognized that Evangelica li sm co uld co ntribute to internalizinr Jis
c ipline and enh anc in g tile efficiency of the Confederate soldier the 
church could help to mold di so rgan ized recruits into an effective 
fightin g force. "A spi rit of subordin ati on and a faithful dischaq·c of 
duty," th e Biblical Recorder summarized, "are [as] essenti a l ti, the 
good so ldi er" as they are to the good C hri sti an." 

The term "efficiency" appea red aga in and aga in in evangeiica l 
rhetoric. The Chri st ian so ldier wou ld be an efficien t so ldi er t .!c:!use 
he would not be afraid to die; he wo ul d be obedient and wel l disci
plined because he would understand th e divine orig in of ea rthl y duty. 
One army chapl ain offered a stri king illu strati on of th e "milirary 
1mwer of religion. In a brigade of five regiments, where there has 
recently been a glor ious revival , two of th e regiment s, whi ch had not 
sha red in th e revival, broke, wh il e th e three whi ch had been thus 
blessed stood firm . . ." A missionary of the Army of Tennessee 
made an eve n more dramat ic c la im . "Preaching," he asse rt ed, had 
"co rrected" one of "the greatest evi ls of our army, in a military poin t 
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of view - th at o f stragg lin g." Th e serva nt o f God, he ex plained . 
learn ed that he mu st exec ut e all earthl y as well as a ll spiritu al obli ga
ti ons "consc ienti ously," and that mea nt keepin g up with your regi
ment eve n if you were ill or had no shoes. A co lonel of the South 
Ca rolina Volunt ee rs emphasized the point wh en he con gratulated a 
colpo rt eur on th e use fuln ess of hi s tracts . whi ch he found "of in ca lcu 
lab le se rvice in encourag ing the so ldier to a co ntinu ati on o f hi s hard 
duti es. and mak in g him fee l co ntented with hi s lo t."'~ The Reve rend 
R. N. Sledd no doubt wo n simil a r app rova l from Co nfedera te mili 
tary lead e rs when he insi sted to a congregation o f common so ldi e rs 
ahout to depart for war that "it is ... not onl y wi se , but necess ar y to 
your e ffi c iency, th at for th e time you surrende r your will to that o f 
your o ffi ce rs. . . T hi s le sson o f submi ss ion to control is a diffi cult 
one for many to lea rn: but until you have co mpl ete ly mastered it . ... 
you arc n()t prepared to behave yourse lf th e mos t va li antl y and th e 
mo st e ffi c ientl y in th e field of confl ict." Si gnifi ca ntl y, reli gious lead 
ers stressed th e profitabl e manage ment of tim e as we ll as th e adopti o n 
o f re gul ar perso nal habits, and oft en chose the bourgeo is language o f 
co mmerce and th e marke tplace to emph as ize the producti ve uses of 
re li g ion. A co rres pond ent to th e Relig ious Hera ld sugges ted in 1863 
that chaplain s on th e fi e ld make th emse lves eas il y identifi able by 
wea rin g badges embl azo ned with th e ': pi gra ph. "Godliness is pro fit 
ab le unto a ll." Ano th e r a rti c le repo rt ed a n inia gi:ia ry di a log ue 
betwee n an office r and a rccc r ily conve rt ed pr iva te who ass ured hi s 
sup e ri o r, '" I use d to neg lec t yo ur bus in ess: now I perform it 
di I igt:nt ly' ... :,. 

But th e virtu es re li g io n in cul ca ted di d not j us t ap pea r on th e battl e
fi e ld . Eva nge li ca lism also sought to case the con fl ict ove r ap propri
ate va lu es a nd be hav ior th at was d istu rb ing many Confedera te 
ca mps. So ld ie rs who had li ved in iso lated circumstances in th e ove r
whelmin g ly ru ra l Sou th had foun d littl e necessi ty to adj ust to th e 
lifes tyles o f o th er gro ups. Ma ny co mpl:1in ts in the ir war tim e d iari es 
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and letters so und very much like th e earlier react ion s or genteel Yan
kees first confronting the sq ualid realities of life among the lowly in 
the urban North. Confederate army camps played a role analogous to 
that of northern cities in juxtaposing classes and cu ltures in what was / 
to many a new and alarming propinquity. "One of my grea test annoy- -
ances." a Mississippian wrote to hi s wife, "is my proximity to one tent 
of the Co [mpanyJ. nex t [toJ me ... in which arc 9 or 10 [of] the most 
vi le. obscene blackguards that could be raked up this side [of] the bad 
place. outside of a j a il or penitentiary. From ea rl y morn to dewcy eve 
there is one uninterrupted flow of the dirtiest talk l eve r hea rd in my 
lif'c . those fellows ha ve 'had no rai s ing'."' ' 

The nature and sources or thi s social conflict should not he over
simplifi ed; the social loca tion and meaning of southern Evangelical
ism is complex. Part of the controversy in army ca mp s was a 
lin gering hostilit y among some of the southern gentry towards Eva n
gelicalism, an antagonism that had persisted si nce the Great Awaken
ing of the mid-eightee nth century. In 1865, for example, the Baptist 
Religious Hern /d refe rred openly and distressfully to the "causes 
which have tended to produce in men of taste an aversion to evangeli
ca l reli gion ." A century before the Civil War, as Rhys Isaac has 
argued, th e categories of c lass and religious identity were quite clear. 
The ge ntry overwhelmingly opposed the restri c tions on their aristo
cratic pleasures that the pious sought to impose. But by the 1860s th e 
class locat ion of Evangelicalism-and especially of the refined 
behavior that it encouraged-was more nea rly reversed. As Bertram 
Wyatt-Brown, Donald G. Mathews, and others have con tended. "t he 
mission ca use" mad e "good headway among th e privileged rank s of 
south erners between 1820 and 1840." And even those of the elite who 
were not th emse lves converted o ft en encouraged and supported the 
social influence o f the evange li ca l churches. Al thou gh the co ntro ver
s ies over lifesty le and personal behavior in sout hern army camps 
should not be seen as exc lu s ive ly th e effort of an upper st ratum to 
impose it s standards on a lower, thi s conce rn was ce rtainl y a signifi
cant clement in th e co nfli ct. Aristocratic Confederates who th em
se lves swore . drank. or duelled also in curred th e wrath of th e evan
ge li ca l leaders in th e army. But by far th e most prominent target of 
reform efforts were the lower orders. the same social groups th at 
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had bee n th e ol.>Jects of intensive prewar sout hern miss ionary effort5. 
These were ,· he indi vidual s the army eva nge li sts encouraged to 
behave more decorously, to wash regul ar ly, to make prudent use o f 
time, and , inclicating the presence in thi s group of many illiterates , to 
learn to read. '" 

In the army th e evange li ca l ca use took on a new urge ncy because of 
the "grea t tri al" imposed on num bers of refined sou th erners who 
found th emselves required to ten t next to "s uch abounding wicked
ness" as was represented by some of their comrades. Separated 
before the war by th e de('.entralized, overwhelmingly rural nature of 
southern life, privil eged and less pri vil eged whites ca me to know 
each other in new and un settlin g ways within the Confederate ca mps. 
And with thi s know ledge came not the rapprochement of different 
soc ial groups so often hail ed as the outcome of the English experi
ence in the trenches of World War I. Instead, in a South th at ~ad 
throu ghout th e antebellum peri od stressed the republican equality of 
all white men, thi s wartime experience brou ght an eme rg ing aware
ness of c lass. "Cannot something be done to lessen the unn atu ra l 
distance that is gradually and rapidly creep ing in between officers 
and men?" one tract demand ed . The So ldier's Paper worried in si mi 
lar terms, "Let not our priv ate so ldiers feel that they have ceased to be 
men because they arc soldiers. Let them not imagine th at they arc 
degraded to mere mac hines beca use they are fi ghting in th e ranks 
.. . let them feel that th ey still have fri end s in their officers." Acor
respondent in the Confedfl ratc Baptist in 1863 was more explicit s till 
in a d iscuss ion of the plight of the common fighting man oppressed 
by hi s super iors. "CLASSES - ," he ref lected . "We were struck with a 
remark made to us by a private in the army. He sa id, 'before th e war, 
there were on ly white men and ncgrocs among us; now there arc 
white men, negrocs and so ldi e rs' ." It coulo not but have been chill 
ingly symbo li c fo r th e troops marched out in June 1862 to witn ess 

" l/dii;i// 11.1 lltro ld . February 2:\ . IU ,5 ( fi rs l qu o1a1ion ): Rh ys l.s aae, 7,,,. Tr(lf 1.1fo r111// tion 
uf Virgin io . I N0 - 1790 (Cha pd H ii I. I ')82 ): Rcrlram Wyall -Hro wn . "The A n1i111i ssi o n Mo vc
mcnl in lhe Jacksonian Snu 1h : A S1ud y in Re~ional Folk Cullure." } 11 11rnol of So 11th1•rn His
ton-. X X X VI (Nu vember I '170) . . ~2 2 (second 4uo1a1ion) . In 1hi s ar1i r lc Wya11 -!Jrown dc1ails 
the prewar n.:~ 1st:t11 cc among man y of the southe rn lov,:cr o rder~ tn attem pts to impose evan
gelic al {H lkr from ahovc . On cla s~ di visions in antchcllum !-iOUt hc rn reli gion !-i CC al so \ Vay nc 
Fl y nl. "One i111hc Spiril. Man y in lhe Flesh : Sou1hern Evan ge li cals.' ' in Da vid Ed w in Harre ll . 
Jr . . cd . . Vi ,ri,·ti('S ofSourhcrn l:: \·,u1gdindism (Mar on. Ga . , I CJ K I) , ~ 5 . Sec Conf, •,fr ratt Bnp 
t ist d1a 1r ihe, ag a ins l due llin g. Dcce mhc r .1. 1862. and Ap r il 29 . 186.1 : o n readin g sec fo r 
cx ainpk Jnrc.L1 r1. nl . "l\·1athc,, A ndrew Dun n l.ctl L' r!-i.'. 11 (,: and Jnncs. Chri.H in the Co mp. 
., (l.\, )()() 011 ho~td it y lo E \' angc l i,.::dt!',lll 'L'l' h ilm;ir. cd , From l'h ,lf frrr ihlc F1e·ld . I J: 
Wi ley. "' H<1 I, Joes' :· 29 1. 2lJ4 : Th ,• Chris ti"" Sng ,·ont ( R id1 n1<1t1d. 11 He, -I) . On ,i 111 1 lar rom 
pk.x i ty i11 l hL· rc latilHl !-i hi p bet wee n r: ,·: 111 gl'l ic .ili !', rll :ind L·la~!', in the !'\t1r th !',l'L' Paul E . Johnson. 
,·l .\'hr,1ik1·,·tlf'' \ /\ l ill,· n1t1111 : So, ·i, ·r ,. 011d N.,Tt 1·a/., in N.od11·J t1·r . .V,· 11 · }ii rk . IS 15 - 183 7 ( Ne w 
l
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th e puni shment of army deserters with th irt y- nine lashes and brand 
ing on th e cheek-a characte ri sti c form of co rrect ion for run away 
sla ves throu ghout th e antebellum period. White men prev iously 
a hove co rporal puni shment seemed as so ldi e rs to occupy a new s tatu s 
in whi ch even th e mos t che ri shed distincti ons between freeman and 
black s lave were fa st disappearing . As th e Confederate Baptist pro
te sted in 1863, "That any offi ce r of th e Confede rate army should 
inl"li c t upon a fe ll ow so ldier. a puni shm ent whi ch is pec uli ar to 
s la ves . is enough to make us blu sh for our countr y. Is th e poor man a 
neg ro , and is he fi ghting onl y for th e pri v il ege of havi ng a different 
rnastcr'l"i•, 

The soc ial significance of th e reviva l impul se is pe rhaps mo st 
strikingly revea led to a twe nti eth -cen tury observer by the un ex pec ted 
ce ntrality and importan ce of the eva nge li ca l ca mpai gn aga inst pro
fanit y. which o ne chapl a in hailed as "th e nation al s in ." Although one 
re spon se to such a curi ous claim mi ght be admiration for the leve l of 
vi rtue such a minor indictment implies, eva nge li cal preocc upation 
with swea rin g dese rves ful!er ex pl anation. By th e mid-nineteenth 
cen tury public profanity was beco ming large ly a class s in . found 
most often. as one tract ex plained, among the "common" and the " ill 
hrcd." In an 1860 analysis of soc ial c lasses in the South , fur example, 
nati ve Alabamian Daniel R . Hundl ey defined "lo w, vul ga r and 
obscene" speec h as characte ri s ti c of one particular clement of the 
re g ion 's lower orders. '"B ut what mi ght now be regarded as the seem
ingl y ha rml ess "profanity of the privat es" attracted enorm'Jus atten 
ti on from Evangelicals. Swearing, they dec lared repea ted ly, was 
dangerou s because it was a "useless s in ." Unlike g lutto ny, venality, o r 

:·, Rl'lix io 11 .1 llt'mld. quDtcd in E. M. Bo,wcl l , ·· Rehd Rc li AiD n.' ' Ci, ·il JV,,r Times l//11.<-
1r,11t'd, X I (O c· t" hc r 19 72). 28 trir,t and scco nu qu ote d phrases); A Kind Hi,rd /I) th<' Officas 
of"'" Arm1· (C hark,wn . I IHC, - 1) , 2 (th iru quotation); Sl)/dil'l"'.r ?op,·r . f-chruar y 15. 1864 
t f,,urth quotation); Con(1·d1·r<11,· 1/optist, Octohcr 2 1. 1863 ( firth quotati o n); Addams to Dear 
Jl rn th cr. June 12. IK62. Mri\lli, tc· r Pa pers: Confrd1•ra11• /Joptis t. Apri l 8. 1863 (s ixth quota-
111rn) . Fo r :rn out~lantling 1rc::t111 H.:nt or the role of class in 1he Cnnft: dcra cy sec. A rmsicacl Loui~ 
Roh111"'"· "Day of Juh1f o : Civil War and th e Demi , e of Slavery in the Mississippi Valley. 
IX(,f (,)"' (unpuh li,hL"tf l'h . D. tfi ."cr tation. University of Rochester, Jq77) . 

'" S1>·<'1/m1g (Ralc, gh. [ IX/, . J). 2 (first quo tation): the ,ame J>hra,c appears al so in IJa b,·1. 
l.,u11,ir Mon me Curry ! . .\"1, ·,·<1ri11g (Raleigh. I I 86- [). 2: lll rnckcnhn>ugh l . A MothN\ Porting 
n;,rcls. 5 (~ccor11..I quot a11 n11J: D[anidl . R . H undley. Sona/ f<clationx in 011r S011thl'rn Stairs 
1 JK/,O : rpt. ed . . Baton Rouge. 1'!79). 226. 2:19-40 (tf11rd quoted phrase) . i\lsn sec literary 
t r1.: :lllll c n1 ~ of antdwl lurn !-.tlllthern lan ~ua ge in which ~\vc.aring ts restricted to ;1 par11cular. 
n l1 c11 lllorally depra ved ~l'!,!llll'lll o f th e lower cla~:-.. or. :i s 1n \Villiam Gilmore Simms's ~ViJocl
c·roji . :-.o ld it.:r ~. S1mrn s, IVi,ot!cruft . or lftnl'A:.\ , .. 1·0111 the• /) o\·t·cou: .-4 Srnry of the South at rh1• 
( ·111.\l' (Jf tl1e Rt'l'ol111io11 ( I X)4: rpt. cJ . . New Ynrk . 196 I ) . Sec a \so A . E . Longstreet. "Gtll:-
~1a Theatric :,." and "Til t· 1:,iit,1:· 1n (j,·rir.i,:w Scrnn Clwran,·rx. /11f'idc111.,· . . in 1hc• /·'irst 
llt1U C,·1111cr, ,,f r/11 l<,p11/•,1:1 1 IX .\.~: rp1 . ed . . Glo11cc~tcr. M:i s~ . . l'J70): \krrill J\1aguirc 
\k:t!,!~~ . 'f'h1 · ri,/J... , ~/ Su111h1·n1 Fu ·t1<111 (1\lhcn~. (;:1 . lt.J72J. ~.' : :inti Shield :-. ,\k ll w:iinl', Th<' 
S,,111h,·n1 / '"''/'· H'l,i1, · /r11111 / .uh/in'/11ncl tn '/ i ,l,11 , ·n1 N,,11d (l\nr111a11. 1<,J9). 50 . 
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lu st , it had no rati onal obj ec ti ve . Th e swea re r ri sked damnati on for 
no pu rpose . "You co mmit th e utte r fo ll y of. . ruinin g your soul s, 
for nothin g at alll" To swea r was "to incur guilt , w ith out deli ght ." In 
an age and within a reli gious movement in creas in gly dedi ca ted to th e 
advance ment o f utilit a rian va lu es, swea rin g represented an "irra tio-
11 0/," "unprofit abl e ." ine ffi c ient vice; it s impl y did not "pay." In it s 
pu rpose less affront to pi ety it see med to ca rry with it a dangerous 
·'s pirit o f rebe lli on aga in st co nsc ience , soc iety and God ." Swearin g 
was "di sint e res ted s in -s in co mmitted onl y from th e love of s in ." It 
was a direc t and ove rt att ack on re li gio n and soc ia l o rd er rath e r th an a 
sin co mmitt ed out o f mora l wea kn ess in th e face o f ir res istibl e temp
tati on. A quint esse nti a l embodim ent o f loss o f co ntrol and rejec ti on 
o f dden.: ncc. profanit y hcc;1111 e a sy mbolic as mu ch as a sub stanti ve 

enemy o f the a rm y rev iva ls." 
In writin g o f Wo rl d War I . Eri c J. Leed has argued th at th ere 

occ urred a "111ilit a ri1.e d r rol etar ia ni za ti on" of Europea n so ldi ers. 
Ce rtainl y no such dramati c trans fo rma ti on took place in th e Co nfed
erate So uth. fo r thi s fir st modern wa r fe ll fa r short o f the 19 14 co n
fl ic t in it s de mand s for ~i e ra rchy, ro utine, and co nt ro l. Neve rthe less, 
Leed's observa tion. co mbined with th e rhe tori c o f Co nfede rate a rmy 
re li g ion. c1 nn ot he lp hut d raw attenti on to th e new wo rk patte rn s 
warfare impose d and to th e loss o f aut onomy and ind epe nde nce it 
impli ed for th e ave rage southe rne r. As one Virg ini a pri vat e te llin gly 
observed. "A so ldi e r in th e rank s is lik e a piece o f mac hinery- he 
moves and ,1c ts as co mm a1,Jcd." Eve n th ough hi s sa lary was ofte n not 
eve n pa id . th e Co nfederate so ld ier was in mos t case:; und ergo in g hi s 
fi rs t expe ri ence as a wage labo re r subord in ate to ,he direc ti on of hi s 
emrl oyc r. When at th e end of the war th e No tion ca ll ed fo r the No rth 
to "tu rn the slothful. shift less South ern wor ld ups ide dow n ," li ttl e 

' ' Sylv;, 11 u, l. :i11dru r11. FIJ<· /!011/1· i.1 (i,11/'.1 . . (Savannah. I X(,.1), 12 ( fir,1 quoted rhrasc): 
Rjnhcnj . l. jn,r,j . Dalrncv.Sw,·or,\'111t l'ctcrshur~. Ya . . IX/1.11. I (sccondquotc<lrhrascan<l 
1h1rd quot:11111111 : Su111Jlt'rfl Cl1ru11a11 Ad\"t1n1I('. h:hru.iry ). IK(1> (fnurth quotctl phrase): 

/' ro/i1111· S"·,·orr11g 1Chc.rlottc. N ('. 186,\) .. 1 !fifth quoted wPrd1: Jjcrcrniahj . fllcl ll . Jeter. 
!),,, ·1 S"·,·or' l i(akrgh, 1 I X(l ll. I 1,i.sth quntcd wn,dl: IV/rr /)11 );,,, / )11 /1.' (Richmond. 
11xr, - 11. I 1.sc·w111h quoted word 1: J. N. ,\ndrcw,. 11'/rr /)11 )i111 S"·,·or :' (!Cdcigh. 1186-1). !, 

(L'l).!hth qt1t1L1t1Plll: J. C . Mitchl'II .. ·I !·:,•rmon f)d i \·t·rt·tl in tht • (itn ·,•n111H'III Srn·ct CJwr(h 
f :-.·fohik. I H(l l l. ~O {ni11th quPtcd ph:-:i:-.c l ScL' al:,.n ·r1,,. JJold lilas11h,·111t·r. A i\'urr11ti\'(' ofFoCI.\ 
il(,ch111n11d. j lXf> - 11 : fljcnja111111I . M[urganJ . l'a!rncr. Noti1111ul lit'.lpo11si/iili1r /J,,fort 
(;, .,,/ . . t'icw Orlean,. 1861) : Sa11i'l llarnctt. Tirt· T1111gut (Richmond. 1186-1): The Sill,· 
Fish 1Cn!u111hi;i. S . C. j lX6-I): ;inti "rrnranc Swcar111g.· flihlical R/rnr,/a. August 20. 
\H6:2 . On lhc :-.nci..d rule of :,.wcarint'. :-.cc K . C Phillipp:,.. L-<111g1wgc ontl ClllsS in Victorian 
1:·11gla11d (Oxford and Nc-.i.• York. \9S41. 54: Robert Grave:,.. Uus Porsc11a: Or rhc Future of 
S1q•ari11g awl /111/JTO/ltr IAwgw1gl' I 1':L'\'-' York. 19:2 7 ). J 7 n: A:-.hky ~ t ont;1gu. Tht' ,,.t11(llomy of 
Sn·, ·oring (NL'\'- Y~)rk. 1')67). :224 . :2~(, . '2) 7: Henry Cecil \VylLi . .-1 !listoryo/Modt•rn Co/lo· 
f/lliaf l:·nglish ( \l)20 : rpt . cd . . O,fnrd. ll}.'\(l) . .\~(\ : Eri,.: Panrid~e. H(J(d.\'t1l !Vi1r. H}Jrdsar 

f>1'llC'r : t:·sso ,·., 0 11 !-t111gw1 g c· in (;, ·nc ·r,il and l'anintlt1r H(1 rd., ... ( J')4 S: rpt . cLi . . Freeport, 
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would edit or E. L. Godkin have guessed th at the leaders of the Co n
fede rat e army and churches had already been ac ting as his unwitting 
alli es . Fo r fo ur yea rs th ey had stru gg led -alb eit with un ce rtain 
success - to teac h the south ern so ldi er the ve ry sa me valu es of tra in 
ing, reg ula r it y, and in dustry th at Godk in hoped no rthern victo ry 
mi ght now impose .-" 

Ye t such a v iew of th e ro le of Confedera te re li gion - as manipul a
ti ve and hege moni c- is parti al and one-dimensional. Recent schol
arl y work has ju stl y insisted th at monolithi c emph as is on the aspec ts 
of soc ial cont ro l within eva nge li ca lism mu st not di stort its large r 
mea ning or impugn the authenti c ity of rev iva li sts' pi ety and sacred 
co mmitm e nt by cas tin g th em s impl y as co nspirato rs seek in g to 
enhan ce th e ir ow n soc ial powe r. Mos t ad voca tes of th e orde r an d 
di sc iplin e ce ntral to the rev iva li sti c impul se s in ce rely beli eved th at 
th e ir goals we re above a ll to fulfill God 's des ign and onl y second aril y 
to se rve th e needs of men . Th e percept io ns of th e co mm on Co n feder
at e so ldi ers who we re the targe ts of ar my rev iva li sts' e ffo rt s is less 
clea r. Ce rtainl y th e impac t of th e eva nge li ca l message among th e 
troops was profound , as the large number of co nve rs ions attes ts. And 
ma ny o f th ese co nvert s readil y accepted th e noti on of a regenerate 
li fe as one of di sc iplin e and self-co ntrol, fo r so ldi ers frequentl y 
wrot e home th at rev iva ls had made it imposs ibl e to find a ea rdpl aye r 
o r a pro fane swcar~r in th e reg im ent. It seems like ly, however, th at 
the cy ni cism of so me redu cti oni st twentie th -ce ntury soc ial co ntrol 
hi sto ri ans may have bee n shared by at leas t so me nin etee nth -ce ntury 
so ldi e rs. T he suspi cion and hos tilit y towa rd eva nge li ca l hegemony 
exp ressed by th e pl ain fo lk who pa rti cipated in th e ant imi ss ion move
ment in th e prewar South had not , in a ll probab ilit y, entirely d isa p
pea red , ever. th ough there is sca nt su rvivin g ev id cncc of its ex istencc 
in th e Con federa te army. T he reviva ls coul d not in any case have 
co mpl ete ly succeeded in tra nsfo rmin g south ern sold iers into a ti ghtl y 
d isc iplined fi ghting fo rce. fo r comp laint s about in subo rd in ati on co n
tinu ed th ro ughout the war and eve n increased as the deserti on ra te 
ro~;c drama ti ca ll y in 1864 and 1865 ." 

1
-' Er iL' J. l.ccd. No J\1011 \· /~11ul : Con:hut & !,frn 1i1 y in IVi Jrld H11r I (Ci.ullhridgc, Enµ. . . and 

o ther ,·11,c,. llJ 71)). <J.J (firs t yuntcd phra,e l: John 0 . Casler. !-ii11r )h1r.r in 1hc S1 n111'H'11{/ 
/lrig{/(11'. edited hy Ja111L's I. Rohen so n.Jr. ( 189:1: rpl. cd . . Da y to n. Ohio. 197 I ). 291 (second 
4ulllal illn): Rod!! CI ,. The JVr,rk Ethic i11 l11d11.\'/ ri11/ AmNic11. 32 (third quotation) : The S1•ntir,c/ 
(Pc tershur!!. Va .. 1861) . I . 

"Sec /\dam 10 Harriet C . Lewi s. Novemhcr I. 1864 . Harr iet C. Lew is Papers ( Duke); 
Ja111 e, N . Riddle 10 Dear S i, ters. Augus t 11. I X6J. Ja me s N . Riddle Pape rs . i/J id . On socia l 
con trol and rl'liginn sc.:c Lois\\/. Banne r. "Rel igious I3 cncvolcncc as Socia l C,Jntrol: A Cri

ti qu e ofan lntnprcWlion." Jn11rn11 / of ,·l1111•rirn11 HiSlory. LX (June 19 73), 23-4 1. On o pposi
tion to Fvangclic:tli:-.m see \Vya ll - ll row n. "An 1i missio n Movement": ;in d Flyn1. "One in the 
Spiri l . J\,l;ir1y in lhl' Fle sh ." 23 -,1.J . 
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Co mmo n soldi e rs may well have ignored mu ch o f th e rhetori c of 
control in tracts and serm ons to appropri ate ..(rom the eva ngeli ca l 
message truth s th at they fo und more mca ninifu l. Th e noti on o f a 
di sc iplined and deferential Christian so ldi e r und oubt edl y had a 
grea te r appea l to re li gious and milita ry leaders th an to th e com mon 
fi ghtin g man in stru cted th at it was hi s "b usiness. to di e ." Ye t Eva n
ge li ca li sm met im po rt ant needs fo r th e so ldi as th emselves as we ll as 
fo r th eir milita ry masters . Li ke re li g ion 'lmo ng blac k s laves or 
wo rking-c lass Meth odi sts. a rm y eva ngc li !> m di d what E. P. T homp 
son .has desc ri bed as a "double se rvice," appea lin g iri diffe rent ways 
both to the powe rful and to the powe rl ess . lr, th e Old South th e Chris
ti anity preac hed by masters to their bond smen wa s quite diffcren: 
from th at embraced by the sla ves ." 

Simil a rl y, comm on Co nfederate so ldi e rs used re li gio n in th e ir ow n 
ways, foc us ing on th e promi se o f sal va ti on fro m dea th as we ll as upo n 
th e reality o f an cva r1 gc li ca l co mmunity th at rec rea ted some o f th e 
idea ls o f a los t prewa r world . Th e ex pe ri ence of conve rsio n se rved as 
the bas is fo r a shared equality o f be li eve rs and an Armini an noti on o f 
ultimate se lf-determin ati o n th at in pro found ways repli ca ted th e 
antebellum republica n o rd er that military hi crarcr,y and co mm and 
had oblitera ted . There was , as the Relig ious Hera ld observed in 
1863, a sense of rea l "homogeneity an d fe ll ow- fee ling" withi n th e 
broth e rho od o f beli eve rs .'~ T he co mradeship of th e rege ne rate 
encouraged as we ll the gro up so lid arit y th at modern military analyst s 
have identifi ed as c riti ca l to th e maintenance o f moral e . Co nverts 
form ed Christi an Assoc iations with in th eir bri gades and reg iments to 
ass ume commun al responsi bility for eva nge li ca l di sc iplin e, and, in 
the wo rds o f th e co nstituti on of one such orga ni za ti on, "to th row as 
many strengthenin g influences around the weak. . as it is pos sible 
to do .. . " The assoc ia ti ons ran Bi ble and read in g clas ses , es t:i b
li shed camp li bra ri es of tracts and re li g ious newspapers . but , per
haps mos t signi fica ntl y, co nfro nted the fear o f dea th - and o f dy in g 
aband o ned and alone - th at haunted so many so ld iers. Th e be li eve rs 
o f the Seve nth Virgini a Infa ntry cove nanted . fo r exam pl e, to "ca re 
spec ia ll y for each other in a ll bod il y or 1~1ent al suffe r ing . to show 
each other respec t in case o f dea th . . .. In prac ti ce thi s usua ll y 
mea nt th at assoc iat ion membe rs wou ld try to id entify co mra des di s
abled o n th e fie ld o f ba tti e in o rd er to prov id e th em e ith er wi th mcd i-

\J Th, · Sn11 1nd. I cl' ir:-.1 LJLll ll:il ll 'nl : Tl11 111 1p..,~ in . T/ 11 · .\lu(ing of th1· /:'ng/ 1.,h H·i, r.l:ing C/11., .,. 
>) ..t )). F u~t: ll L' D . ( iL'll !l \' l''L' , R"/1. J,, rt/1111 . Ro ll . Tl,, . t\ i ,r/d th, · S/1111 ·., ,\fudc' ('.',;n1, York . 
I <)7~ I 
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_Jt1rm111 1,111 o( l "i r i: 111 io . l(1J -7 ~ . ffr/1 g1,,1n /fr n J/1/ . Sqllclll1' l·r ·' · I X(13 

ca l ca n 
On a 

logica l 
threa t c 
and etc 
the em! 
ve rsion 
know n 
stress." 
weep in 
twcnti c 
ac tion. 
who fo 
inte rva 
th e laq 
Wo rld · 
T hese 
res po n: 
have b< 

" On ti 
Fire: T:ie 
and Paul I 
An tho ny 
n se nsiti" 
Rrvo /11ri o 
(Chapel f 
t ian Assn 
Herald , J 
Co nfedc r 
terly, XX 
Re li g ious 
raphy. L: 
Ci1•i/ JVc,, 
Robe rt E, 
Sn111hrrn 
K. M . Fr 
Trenches , 
Stark ancl 
rne nt ro C 
Jnhn Lof: 
Devia nt r 

.1 7 Le o f 
Wh itc hor 
(Oc tohcr 
Comp. :! 8 
tcrnbe r 2·1 
Prim. "[l e 

Physiolo,i.: 
tr:.1unw tic 

Uromc an c 



toric of 
1gclical 
on of a 
· hall a 

ommon 
t Evan
we ll as 

3ves or 
rhomp
nt ways 
: Chri s
i ff crcn: 

cir own 
as upon 
::: of the 
;rvcd as 
otion of 
1tcd th e 
,mma nd 
:rved in 
thin the 
enera tc 
ana lys ts 
'.onver ts 
11ents to 
and, in 

hrow as 
possible 
;, es tab 
>Ut, per
Jf dying 
>clicvcrs 
to "ca re 
to show 
usually 

.1oc\ dis 
th rncui -

·J...,11.i.: c·1t1 .u . 
(~L'\\ Yor~ . 

. Tlu · T,·,111 , -

CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 83 

ca l care or with Chris tian buriaJ. 1
• 

On a more individual level, evangeli ca l religion provided psycho
logica l reassurance to sou th ern so ldi ers struggling with the daily 
threat of personal annihilation. In its Christian promise of sa lvation 
and eternal life, conversion offered a special sort of consolation to 
th e embatt led Confederate. In striking ways acc-::.unts of camp con
versions parallel descriptions of what in World Wars I and II was first 
known as "shell shock," then as "combat ex haust ion" or "combat 
stress." Shaking, loss of speech, paralysis of limbs, uncontrolled 
weeping, and sevefe emotional outburs ts often appeared among 
twentieth-century soldiers when they reached safety after military 
action. Similar behavior characterized many Confederate converts 
who found Christ in the emoti on-fill ed revival meetings held in the 
intervals between Civil War battles. The fierc,;st encounters brought 
the largest harvests of sou ls, just as the most desperate fighting of 
World Wars I and II yielded the hi ghes t incidence of combat stress . 
These s imilariti es in nineteenth - and twenti eth-century so ldiers' 
responses suggest that analogous psychological processes might well 
have been involved. 37 

16 On the importance of the primary group in battle sec S. L. A. Marshall, Men Against 
Fire: l:,e Problem of Batlle Command in Future War (New York, 1947); Richard A. Gab ri el 
and Paul L . Savage, Crisis in Command: Mismanagement in the Army (New York, 1978); and 
Antho ny Kcl le tt , Comba t Motivation : The Beha1•ior of Soldier.< in Batlle (Bos ton, 1982) . For 
a se nsi tive consideration of the p lace of religion in another army see Cha rl e~ Royster, A 
Revolutionary People a t War: The Con tin ental Army and American Character, l i75-l783 
(Chape l Hill , 1979) . 13-23. Constitution, By-l.Aws, and Ca talogue of Members of th e Chris 
tian Association of the Stonewall Brigade (Richmond , 1864), 2 (first quotation); Religious 
Herald , Jun e 4 , 1863 (second quotation) . Sec also Ecimund Cody Burnett, ed., "Lette rs of a 
Confederate Surgeon: Dr. Abner Embry McGarity, 1862-1865,'' Georgia Histo rica l Quar
terly, XX IX (Sep tember 1945), 182--83; W. Harri so n Daniel, "The Christian Association: A 
Religious S'.>cicty in th e Army of Northern Virginia,'' Virginia Magaline af History and Bi'>g
raphy, LX IX (Ja nuary 1961}, 95-96; Daniel, "The Southern Baptists in the Confederacy," 
Ci,•il War History, VI (December !960) , 397; Robert Emory Park, "War Diary of Capt. 
Robert Emory Park, Twdfth Alabama Regiment. January 28th, 1863-January 27 th, 1864,' ' 
Southan llistorica l Socie ty Papers, XXV l (January-December 1898), 22; Jesse M. Frank to 
K . M. Frank. Ap ril 16, 1864, Alexander Frank P.pcrs (Duke); Prim , "Born Again in the 
Trenches," 52. Religion also no doubt benefited from soldiers ' close personal tic s. See Rodney 
Stark and Willi a m Sims Bainbridge, "Networks of Faith: In te rpe rsonal Bonds and Recruit
men t 10 Cul ts and Sec ts,' ' Alncrican Journal of Sociolofiy , LXXXV (May 1980), 1376- 95; 
Joh n Lofland and i<odney Stark. "Becoming a World-Saver: A '1heory of Conversion to a 
Deviant Perspective,'' American Sociological R,•1•iew, XXX (December 1965). 862-75. 

11 Leo H . Oartemeicr. Lawrence S. I<uhie. Karl A. Menninger, John Romano. a nd John C. 
Whitehorn. "Combat Exhaustion. Part I." Journal of Nervous ond Mental Disease. CIV 
(October 1946). 358-89: "Part II,' ' i/,id . (November 1946). 489 - 525; Jones, Christ in th e 
Camp. 281: North Carolina Preshyteriar,, September 20 , 1862 : Central Presbyterian, Sep
tember 24 , 1863: Soldier'., Visitor. February 1864: Biblical Recorder, December 10. 1862; 
Prim. "Born Again in the Trenches ,'' 40 . Sec also William Sargant. Battle for the Mir.a': A 
l'hrsi"loi:.,· "fC(l111·ersia11 lif1tl Brai11-fli1shing (Garden City, N. Y. . 1957) . A study of post-
1rau111a1ic stress in V ic111arn soldiers cstima1c.s that half of all veterans Sllffcr from the syn· 
droml' :ind that s lr l' :'\ S di~<Hdcr...; existed u:1rccog.ni 1.ctl in comhal veteran s well hcfon: World 
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Twenti eth -century sc holars have often comm ented on th e see min g 
failure of the Civil War so ldi e r to grapple with the emoti onal signifi 
ca nce of hi s ex peri ence. "M uch in the Civil War was to be for go tten ," 
Ma rcus Cunliffe has observed. "In vo lve ment in it was int ense yet 
oddl y superfi c ial.'' Unli ke Wo rl d War I, whi ch y ie ld ed it s Wilfred 
Owe n. it s Sieg fri ed Sassoo n. it s Ernest Hem in gway. th e C ivil War 
remained in a real se nse un writt en. it s ho rrors . if not unnoti ced . at 
least deni ed. Yet in the ir ow n way and in their own par ti cular idi om. 
Confederate so ldi e rs we re just as ex pressive as th e ir World War I 
counterpart s. Southerners were ve ry arti cul ate. for example, about 
their inabilitr to portray what th ey had witnessed. After hi s fir st 
battl e in 1861 one infantryman wrot e home . "I ha ve not power to 
desc ribe the scene. It beggars all desc ripti o n." Kate Cu mmin g , work 
in g as a nurse in a military hosp it al, co mm ent ed eve n more te llin gly 
on the inability of all those aro und her to co mmuni ca te th eir ex peri 
ences: "Nothing that I had eve r hea rd or read had give n me the faint
es t idea of th e horrors witnessed here . I do not think that words are in 
our voc abulary ex press ive enou gh to prese nt to th e mind th e rea liti es 
nf that sad sce ne."" 

The language of post-Freudian se lf-sc rutin y used by World War I 
participants was not ava ilabl e to Civil War so ldi e rs. But th e ir 
s il ences arc eloquent. Their speechlessness was part of a process of 
numbing, of the denial that is a wid es pread hum an res ponse to stress. 
"We hurry." one so ldi e r wrote. "through th e dreadful task apparently 
unconscious of it s demoralizing influen ces and destructive effec ts." 
The wa r. another co nfirm ed. "is ca lcul ated to hard en th e softes t 
heart." The majority ca me to ac t as "unco nce rn ed as if it we re hogs 
dying around them ." A cor respo ndent writin g to the Religious Herald 
in 1862 un derstood we ll . howeve r. "th e tru e fo unt ain" of thi s appar
en t indiffe rence. Soldiers' unco ncern. he exp lain ed. was "th e res ult 
of an effort to /J(lnish. not to 111(1.1'/cr. the fear of death. . . the ex pe
dient of th e os tri ch [who acts) as th ough refusing to look on a 
peril we re to escape from it." ''' 

\\';ir I . v..hcn they fir:-.l t.lrcw !->U:-.tainet.l a1tcnt111n . i krhL'rt Hc1Hl in :ind .,\nn Pnllingc:- Ha;.i .... . 
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Modern-day analy sts of combat stress point ou t , however, that 
such denial has its limits, th at numbness and indifference can only be 
retained for so long. Eve ntu all y ex treme st ress results in the appear
ance of symptoms in vi rtu all y everyone. Often denial begins to be 
interrupted by what psychiatri sts ca ll "intrusions," nightmares or 
irrepress ible and unwelcome daytime visions of stress-produci ng 
events. One Confederate soldier who had previously told hi s wife 
th at he had found the battle of Shiloh indescr ibabl e wro te aga in sev
era l week s later, "I've had great and exc iting times at ni ght with my 
dreams since th e battle; some of them are tragedies and frighten me 
more than eve r the fi ght did when I was awake .... " Another sol
di e r was obviously more profoundly affec ted, for, as a fri end 
desc ribed him , he began relivin g battles in hi s everyday life. "He 
became more and more alarmed, and , at la st . became so powerfully 
exc ited- to use hi s own words- he felt as if some one was after him 
wit h a bayonet. and soo n fou nd himself almost in a ru n , as he moved 
backwards and fo rwards in hi s beat.""' 

Many psyc hi atri sts beli eve that re li vin g stress- producing ex peri
ences in this way serves to work th roug h and eve ntually to reso lve 
material repressed in the denial phase. The appearance of intrusions , 
therefore , s igna ls the emerge nce of over t co nflict that, even though 
profoundly di s ruptive . may ultimately enab le an individual to cope 
with and to transcend a traum utic experi ence . Revival s often ex pli c-

knee and dea lh . soldiers nf1cn hecomc apparcn1 ly ind iffcrcn l 10 sufferi ng and angui sh. and 
appea r 10 he dc , 1i1u1c of ih e ordi nar y scns ibil i1i cs of ou r humanity." Sec also Wi lliam L. 
Nugcnl 10 hi s wi fc. Sc pl ember 7. 18 6.1. in Bcltc rswo rth . cd . . Mi.<.1i.<.1ippi in rh c Confederacy. 
.154 (firsl 4untation1: Dunn 10 hi s wife. October 1.1 . 186J , in Jorda n, eel., "Ma the w And rew 
Dunn Lelle rs." 11 ~ (scrnnd 4uo1a1io n): Hi ugh I. Hlarri s J. Robiso n to hi s wife, Novembe r 11 . 
I 86 1. in Wcy mou1h T. Jordan . ed . . "Hu gh Ha rri s Robiso n Lelle rs," Journal of Mi.<.1i .<.1ipp i 
//i.11orr. I (January 19 .191. 54 (lhird quntation) : Rl'ligious Herold. Jul y 24. 1862 (fourth 
qun1a1inn) . Sec also N. M. Osborne. J r .. ICl my dear /\uni . June 28. 1863. Eli1.abe1h Moor
man Smi lhsCln Pape rs (Duke) . 

.w On comh:it :-. trl· :-.s :-.t.:l' Marl.Ii Jon Horo\\·itz . Str,•s.r R,·spo11J c Syndrome.\· (New York . 
J<J7 (,): Nnrma n Q . Brill. "Gross Sire s, Reaclion . I I : Traumatic War Neurosis.'' in Alfred M. 
Frccdlllan and Harold I. Kaplan. cd, .. Comp rt•l1<·11si1 ·1· 'frxrbook of Pxychiarry (Ball illlorc, 
1'167) . 10.11-.1 5: Pc1cr G . Bourne . Mc11. Srrl'.l'.1'. 0111/ Vicr11,1111 (Bos 1on, 1970): Roy R. G rinker 
and John P. Spiegel . Mt'l1 Uflt!a Srrt•ss (Philadelphia. 1945): Abram Kardincr and Hcrbc r1 
Spi ege l. Wc ir Srrl' .1.1' 011tf N,·11mric ///11n.1· (New Yo rk and Lon don. 1947): Nolan D. C. Lewi s 
;..in<l l3crnicc En~k. IVtlf tim,• PJ_Ychiarry : A Co111pc 11di11m ofrht• !ntcrnational Litcraw re (New 
Ynrk. 19541: E. E. Sou1hard . Sh,•/1-Shock 011d Orha N,·11m11s1·chior ric Pm/Jlcms . . (B os-
1on. 19 19 ): !\ lhcrl Dcu1.,ch. "),1ili1ary P,yc·!1ia1ry : The C ivil War. 186 1 - 1865 ... in American 
P~yc hiatri c :\ ~,0L·i;1tion . Ont· Humlrtcl }(·arxof.·111lf'rin111 P.\'ychi(lfry(Nev; York. 19-.l-.l) . ":-67-
X--l: Peter \\';tl~on. Hi1r 1111 th, · ,Hi11c/ : Th l' Afilitory U.,(' .\ and Ahli.\'('., of P.\'ychology ( New York. 
t97XL Fol111;1r. "-·d . From Tht1t 7t·rrihfr Fir/ti.(>() (fir:-. 1 quolation) : anti Ct1III/J ,\linc, ·t'h. --l 
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itl y encouraged such intru sions and exace rbated internal tension in 
the effort to indu ce th e re li gious convers ion th at would di sso lve all 
st ress in th e pro mise of di vi ne sa lva ti on. In orde r to shake so ldiers ' 
personal defe nses, preachers and trac ts in sisted, "Deat h sta res you in 
th e face. Th e nex t battl e may be your las t." Th e so ldie r, one rev iva li st 
explained, had to be "forced to fee l how fr ai l and un,. c rta in is li fe ." 
The cri sis was un avo idabl e; numbness and deni al coul d be no rea l or 
las tin g pro tec ti o n . In "th e GREAT CONSCR IPTI ON th e re is no 
di scharge . . . Arc you ready to take your pl ace with them who will 
have the vi c to ry? .. . Or will you r place be in that vast di vision o f 
death's arm y, whi ch sh al I assc m blc onl y to be defeated , acc u rscd and 
puni shed fo revcr7 " " 

Signifi ca ntl y, the rh eto ri c o f ca mp sermons was o ft en des igned to 
encourage a metaphori ca l reli vin g of bat tl efi eld ex per ie nces by cas t
ing relig ion as the equi va lent of mi litary co nfli ct. Ex horters foc used 
overwhdmingly on th e iss ue of sa lva tion and it s fri ghte ning altern a
tive , thu s calling fo rth the feelings assoc iated with the life-and-d ea th 
strugg le th at so ldiers ac tu all y co nfro nted each day. Preac hers mani p
ul ated already ex isting fea r, stress ing th e nea rn ess of dea th and it s 
terrors for th e unco nverted . But at the same time th at rev iva li sts 
exacerbated the tension and helpl ess ness so ldiers fe lt in the face of 
ba ttl e, they emphas ized th at th e men did re tain a d ime nsion of 
choice ; even amids t th e ba rrage of bull ets, they could dec ide fer God. 
As one trac t demanded of those who had not ye t exe rcised thi s opti on , 
Why Will You Die? Dea th , it s auth or implied, was a ma tte r of pe r
so nal will and coul d be consc ious ly rejec ted in fa vor of etern al life . 
Just as the common so ldi er co ncerned about soc ial issues of mas tery 
and subo rdin ati on with in army li fe 'Ou ld have the sy mboli c co mfor t 
o f elec ting hi s ow n captain, so he might i-:syc holog ica ll y escape fro m 
his sense of victi miza ti on by choos ing Chri st as th e "Capta in 61 [hi s] 
. . . sa lvation." He mi ght transce nd the ultim ate and profo und loss of 
co nt ro l over hi s des tiny that battl e invo lved by mak ing an ex istenti al 
co mmitmen t , by enli stin g as a Christi an soldi er unde r the "ba nner of 
the Cross." The dec ision for Chris t res tored the ill us ion of free wi ll . 
And with the re turn of a sense of cont ro l often comes, as contempo
ra ry psyc hi at ri sts have observed , th e ab ility once again to cope.'' 

"Confnfrrarc /Japri.11. June 17. 1863 (first quotation): R<'iigio11s HNalrl. March 20. JH6~ 
(,crn nd quotati o n): /Jihlica l Rt'rnrrlN. Octohcr 8. 1862 (thi rd quotation). 
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Ultimately, rev iva li sts in s isted . thi s was not a war of North against 
South, but one of goodn ess versus ev il, of God against Satan. Evan
gelical rhetoric invited soldiers to relive the emotions of the battle
fi e ld, to express the resulting tension s, th en to reso lve them in th e 
promise of eternal life - th e only real assurance of sa fety from war 
and from the more ge neral inevitability of death .' ' 

This process of co nversion is in its general outlines remarkably 
similar to influential twentieth-ce ntury psyc hiatric notions of appro
priate therapy for combat exhaustion or other traumatic stress. Dur
ing World War II American milita ry physicians in North Africa used 
drugs and hypnosis, as Civil War reviv alists used their tracts and 
sermons, to revive "partially or co mpletely forgotten traumatic bat
tle episodes ." As a result of thi s e ffort "repressed battle experience 
was restored to consciousness, thu s losing most of its previous poten
tial to evoke anxiety." Patients were encouraged to explore emotions 
that had been denied and to relea se unmanageable anxiety through 
abreaction." 

Civil War conversions and twen tieth -ce ntury treatments for com
bat stress should not, of course, he see n as identical or interchange
able processes. The pious would object to such a rationalization of 
beli ef. while psychologists would regard such an equation as an 
undue mystification of the sc ientifi c . Undoubtedly they would point 
as well to the important differences in the populations under study 
and to their contrasting contexts and circumstanc:es. Yet the similari
ti es in so ldi ers' responses in th e two eras are difficult to ignore , espe
cially in the way th ey point to th e profound di slocation expe rienced 
by so many Civil War soldiers . Li ke combatants in more rece nt wars , 
Confederate so ldi ers found them se lves personally unprepared to 
cope wi th th e ways that battle th rea te ned both their ex istence and 
their identit y. Adjustment anci surv ival required personal tran sfo r
•nation. The cult of' the Lost Cause in th e pos twar yea rs and th e 
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numerou s co ntinuities between Old South and New should not lull us 
into forgetting that in $ignifi ca nt ways the Civil War created new 
men. 

Students of comparative psychiatry have em phasized th at anxiety 
is interpreted and treated in markedly diffe ren t ways in differe nt cul
tural settings. What appears as an intense and debilitating conviction 
of sin in one e ra may in a more secular and rationalistic age become a 
case of"shell shock" or "co mbat exhaustion" that responds to medical 
treatment.'' Within southern culture of the 1860s , religion was the 
ohvious cultural resource for explaining and relieving such deeply 
felt distress . For the common soldier, therefore, Evangelicalism 
offered a vehicle of personal reintegration and a means of dealing 
with the physi cal and psyc hological assaults of war upon hi s individ
ual humanity-and even hi s continued existence. As one private 
reported to a sympathetic eva ngeli st, "B ut for th e co mfort of reli 
gion, he thinks he would have lost hi s mind."' 0 The clergy, in turn , 
found for them se lves in war a role of enhanced sec ular usefulness and 
importance as well as authenti c spiritual fulfillment in th e sav in g of 
so many souls. For military leade r:;, rev ivali sm promised a means of 
inculcating a nece ssa ry spirit o f di sc iplin e and subordination in 
southerners not previously required to possess such virtues; it was 
also a way of ensuring th e co ntinu ed favor o f th e God of Battles . 

Ru t th e s igni fi cance of Co nfede rat e revivals tran sce nd s th e ir 
meaning for th e ~pcc ifi c groups invo lved . Eva nge lical ent hu siasm 
reflected not just reli g ious but widespread soc ial and cu ltural ten
s ions that found expression in an eva nge li ca l idiom, a discourse that 
points to th e wartime emergence of frictions th at we re to persist and 
to grow in th e postwar So uth . Alth oug h re li g ion had been at the cen 
ter of traditional sou th e rn ident it y, it ironi ca ll y and necessar il y 
became ii1 th e army the veh ic le and symbol of broader cultural inn o
va tion and change. It was religious language that demanded so ldier~· 
adopti on of va lu es and behavior represent in g sharp departures from 
their accustomed way of life : it was religious ex horta ti on that sought 
to resolve th e soc ia l co nfli ch disrupting Con federa tc ca mps by 
imposing discipline on hitherto " in depende nt " farmers . 

In the cruc ibl e of war. th e consensus that had cha racterizcd ante
be llum white society wa~ to brcak down. Demands for mobilization 
of men and resources c reateci trnubling \\'artilll L' divisions over the 
operation of conscription and impressm ent laws and over th e distri-
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but ion of new ly scarce necess iti es of life . And when economi c depri
va tion emerged as an unfamiliar rea lity for whi te southerners, social 
di vision s that had been onl y inte rmittently visib le in the prewar yea rs 
intensified until th ey threatened the Confeder.acy's ve ry survival. 
Indi vidu a li s ti c southe rn yeomen found it difficult to adjust to the 
hierarchy required by wa r and to what many viewed as the di ~propor
tionate sacrifices ex pected o f them. These growing conflict s 
appeared within th e contex t of army re li g ion as differences of per
sona l and cu ltural , ,:d ues over issues such as temperance, c leanli
ness, profanity, an j se lf-di sc iplin e . But ultimatel y the fri c ti ons 
became much more ,ive rt , as they were expressed fir st in warti me 
desertions and disloya lties and later in th e class-based politica l ac ti v
ity of the postbellu m yea rs." 

Yet Evange licah r:1 remained ce ntral within thi s s trife even after 
Appomattox. The pvs twar era was a time of dramatic gro wth for 
south ern churches, for the rev iva l spirit seemed to follow so ldiers 
home from the camp~. On th e one hand , Evangeli ca li sm became, as 
Charl es Reagan Wil so n has argued, the language of defen se for the 
old order and the Lost Cause. Yet at the same tim e the New South 
vision of modernity and indu strial prog ress also assumed an eva nge l
ica l idiom . By the 1890s the church seemed so close ly a lli ed with the 
business cl ass th at No rth Caro lin a Populi sts direc tly attacked rel i
gious di sc ipline as an in strume nt of the c lass hegemon y that they 
perceived to have grown so oppressive in the years since the close of 
the war. But th ese Populi sts did not reject Evangel icali sm entire ly. 
In stead, li ke co mmon so ld iers three decades befo re , they too had 
thei r uses for rev iva li sm and an a lte rnati ve vision of its sig nifi ca nce, 
not so mu ch as a form of di sc iplin e but as a means of empowerment." 

The broader s igni fica nce of army reli g ion may thus be th e way in 
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