








Table 2

Concord, Massachusetts, Male Population by Age and Occupation (lrish Excluded) for Those with Property and
Those without Property, with Percentage Enlisted

16-20 21-29 30-39 4049 1649 Toral
With Wiithous With Withou! With Without with Without With Without
Property Property Property Properry Property Property Property Property Property Property
m m 1;-A —“/; A; %E N %E N  %E N %E N  ®%E N % F-_ N %E
Merchanis. P(ofcssiomls - - 1 4] 2 4] 3 0 8 0 -~ - 6 0 2 S0 16 0 6 17
Small Shopkeepers,

Clerks — - 5 4o 6 33 17 35 7 0 2 50 9 0 i 0 229 25 36
Skilled Workers - - 1] 36 3 33 19 32 0 25 17 24 14 14 4 0 37 22 51 2%
Semiskilled, Unskilled - - 8 88 - — 9 22 — - 6 17 — — 4 0 - - 2737
Agnicultural ! 0 22 27 1 9 39 3N 295 12 19 16 25 8 10 4] 62 10 % 23
No Occupation - - 9 33 3 0 1 9 1 0 9 0 2 0 1 (] 6 0 30 13
Students 1 0 15 40 - — - — - = ~ - — - — — 10 15 {0

Tordd 2 0 71 39 25 16 98 218 61 13 53 17 56 7 22 5 42 11 244 27

Sources: Concord. Mass.. The Soldiers and Saifors of Concord (Concord, Mass., 1908); Mass.. Adjutant-General's Office. Massachusests Soldiers. Satlors. and Marires in the Civd War (8 vols..
Norwood, Mass., 1931): Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, Manuscript Population schedule, Massachuseus.
NOTE: The prime military group is indicated by boldface type.
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With the Irish excluded, differences in enlistment between those who held prop-
erty and those who did not can be considered. (See table 2.) As the data suggest,
property was an important variable. Of 244 men without property, 65 served; of
142 with property, only 16 did. Furthermore, a propertyless youth or young man
whose father owned property was about as likely to enlist as the son of a propertyless
man. Actual possession of wealth, rather than some expectation of inheritance, was
what counted. Enlistment bounties and the putchase of substitutes may have been
considerations. Since the enlistees and the propertyless were both young, it is useful
to control for age. Of the 169 men under thirty without property, 55 served; of the
27 with property, only 4 did. Above age thirty, property was not related to service,
and occupation played a more imporant role. Controlling for age and occupation
allows a prime military group to be identified. Enlistees were disproportionately
propertyless youths and young men from all occupations except the mercantile and
professional elite; propertied small shopkeepers, clerks, and skilled workers in their
twenties; and skilled workers in their thirties. (See table 2.) Of 200 men in this prime
military group, 33 percent enlisted; of 186 other men, only 8 percent did. The prime
group comprised 52 percent of the males in the census and 81 percent of the en-
listees.

What explains the prime group’s high enlistment rate? No problem is posed by
the propertyless unskilled or unemployed youths and young men, since throughout
history they have constituted the bulk of the world’s armies. Such workers are the
most mobile segment of the population, susceptible to bounties, and the least likely
to have steady work. What is intriguing is the heavy enlistment of clerks, farm
laborers, and skilled workers. How can their enlistments be explained? The answer,
I would suggest, lies in a combination of economic frustration and social malaise.
Some ideas worthy of further investigation can be sketched here. The economic fact
is that those groups were precisely the ones most adversely affected by che rise of
a market economy in late antebellum America. By the 1850s entrepreneurial activity
had spread throughout most of the country, subsistence farming had given way to
commercial agriculture, and craftsmanship had been replaced by factory produc-
tion. Although the new economic arrangements benefited many merchants, profes-

tion of Irish soldicrs, scc John Higham, Strangers in the Lond: Patterns of Americam Nativism, 1860-1925 (New
_ Brunswick, 1955), 12-14. The standard account is Ella Lonn, Foreignmers in tbe Union Army and Nasy (Baton Reuge,
1951), esp. 441-44.

* Concord appears to be typical of other rural northern locales. Using a complicated probability scheme that
did not employ the linkage of actual names, 1 obtained similar results using the federal manuscripe census and
regimental rosters for Peotia County, llinois (Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, Manuscript Population
schedule, 1llinois, Peoria County; 7th Hlinois Regiment and 8zh linois Regiment, Regimental Descriptive Rosters
{Navy and Old Army Branch, National Archives]); for rural Middlesex County, Massachusetrs (Eighth Census
. . . Massachuserrs, Middlesex County; 12th Massachusetrs Regimeant, Regimental Descriptive Rosters); for Cayuga
Counry, New York (Eighth Census . . . New York, Cayuga County; 54th New York Regiment, Regimental Descrip-
tive Rosters); and for Columbia County, New York (Eighth Census . . . New York, Columbia County; 75th New
York Regiment, Regimental Descriptive Rosters). A definiuve study would require 2n extensive use of the manu-
script regimental rosters. Such 2 study wounld have 2 large enough data basc 10 czmine geographical variations,
including East versus West, urban versus rural, and small town versus city, as well as derailed ethnic variations.
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not Despite these gloomy shadowings of fate
And the poor crew who hold the helm of state,

p in The working classes through this wide spread land

eces- Could, if they wished, with their resistless hand,

ome Rescue our banner from its foul disgrace,

buy And guide our nation safely on its race.

ple, In 1861, when the Civil War broke out and so many youthful northerners, much
auch to the surprise of southern planters, rushed to enlist, patriotic sentiment was no
were doubt paramount. But northern patriotism was based, in part, on a dark belief that
aety. southern domination of the federal government had hindered northern and western
nafny development. It is not unre.sonable that clerks, farm laborers, and skilled workers

that enlisted in large numbers becauss they saw the solution to their problems in the
OOFIY preservation of the Union under new, vigorous northern leadership —their own.®
"j'“h As the Concord enlistment data suggest, rates of enlistment varied dramatically -
tsan along socioeconomic lines. What is most interesting is that for more than a century -
7 the “fact” of widespread participation has been accepted so uncritically. Historians
s eco- would do well to reexamine not only the war but also the antebellum society whence
.f'“m it came and to examnine more critically the role of the market in the antebellum
itself economy, its interaction with various aspects of preindustrial culture, and the de-
carch structive aspect of that interaction. To the extent that Americans of the 1850s lived
thern in a country that was stripped of traditional values, disorganized, chaotic, bewil-
Slave dering, and frustrating, then those cultural aspects need to be taken into account
come to explain both the growing hysteria of the 1850s and the resultant political crisis
wakes at the end of the decade that led directly to the war. One comes away from the enlist-
ed to ment data with the impression that there is muci: to learn about cultural milieus,

about the way people live within them, about the dy.~amics of creation and destruc-
don, and about the consequences for the stability of society.
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1855-84 ; * Oa temperance, sec lan R Tyrell, Soberrng Up: From Temperance to Probibition im Anscbellum Ame;ica,
WO{“Uﬂg - 1800-1860 (Westport, 1979). Nadvism needs study, but see Bruce Laurie, Workimg People of Philadelptia,
rrative of 1800-1850 (Philadelphia, 1980), 61-66, 130-31, 147-59. On Republicans, s:¢ Michacl F. Hole, The Politscal Crisis
The Craft of the 18505 (New York, 1978); Stephen E. Maizlish, The Trinmpb of Sectionaliswm: The Tremsformation of Okio
-enlisted, Politics, 1844-1856 (Kent, Ohio, 1983); and William E. Gienapp, The Ongrns of the Republican Party, 1852-1856
). Jackson 0 (New York, 1986). Scc also Eric Foner, Free Soi, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Psrty befors <
7 Bellard: the Civil War New York, 1971). Herbert Gleason's poem is in Samucl S. Speat, An Address Delivered before the S

Mee.  : Apprentices’ Library Asso n {Boston, 1855), 27.




