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ONLY HIS STEPCHILDREN: Lincoln and 

the Negro 

Don E. Fehrenbacher 

I...- TIIE l":-rrr..o SHTE.S had a patron saint it would no d oubt be Abr..harn 
Lincoln; and if one undertook to explain Lincoln's extr:iordin:iry hold 
on the nation:,.! c:onsdousness. it would be difficult to F.nd a better start
ing-point thr-n thl•S(· !in<'$ from :;n undistinguished poem written in 
1)65: 1 

One of the people~ Born. to be 
Their rurious epitome: 
To <h~H· nt ri~e abon· 
T~oeir shif°ting hr,te :ind lO\·e. 

:\ m.:;n <•f :he ;w(ople ;ind ~·t·t somrthing much more, sharing popular 
pa£SiL•m .. 11d ~ o.:t rising ~.h .. vc· th':'m-here \,·as the ,·cry ideal of a de:n
onatic· it· .. dn. ,.-t,<• in hi~ pcr;con could soml'how mute.- the :1atu:::.I 
antagon:~m bt-t,1·1'('n str1,ni; ]C';!denhip and Yig:orous democrar~-- .-\my 
Lc,wdl. i1id; ;ng: up the s.1mt· :hc·me half a century later. called Lincoln 
... ~n l'mbucimt nt of tht· hi [!.h<'st form of the typical .-\merican."~ This 
paradox t•f thl' unc-ommon common man. splendidly heroic and at the 
~ame time· :,p;)('alini;:ly reprC'sentath·e. was by ·no me:,ns rasy to sus
tain. The Lint·c,ln tradition. as a wnsequence. came to ('mbrace two 
Ji,tir,(t :,nd ,tt·:n:ng!y :nie>:np~~ihlt- Jt,gends-the awkward. amiable. 
r1,bust. rji!.•;i]::ti:lg. ~tory-tdling. frc,nti<•r folklore hero: :.nd :he tower
ing lrgurl' of the Gn·:,t [!nJncip.1:or .mcl S:i\ic>r of the l'nio:i. a man of 
~mwws. Chri~tlike in hi~ character and fate. 

Bicgra.;,hus h:we strugi;k·d earn<'s:ly with this conspicuous du:.lism. 
hut c:n·n when thr t·xt·esws of rc·minisct-nce and mvth are trimmed 
aw.,~-- Lilltt•ln n·m.1in~ a puzz!in!! mixture of oftc•n c·onflicting quali
ties-drollness and mdancholy. warmth and reserve. skeptiC'ism and 
pic•ty. hu:-nhlcness and sc-lf-assuranc·<'. Furthermore. hr is doubly hard 
to gc·t ;,t bt·c·aus<' ht· did nc,t readil)· rr\'eal his inner self. He left us no 

• P«·<,·n'.t'd ,1t Gc·ll:y,hur~ C())lrc~. :-on·mber 19. 1973. ,s :h~ l~Lli .'-.n:,,.,~l Re,!:,. 
c·rt Fu:1 .. nb.1u~h \kmon,,1 Ln·tur<. and at the Coll•!'• of \\'ill::t.-:, ~:,3 \la.,·, :,:<r
\f·mht<r ~5. 19";3~ .'.:l~ ~ J,mlf'S Pmc:kn<-y Hnrriscm Lt-cture. 

1 RkhMd Henry S1,,;hL;rrl. Akchcm Li"roln: Gn /·forc:ian Ode. d:~d :n RtJ\· 
P. Basler, Tl,C' Linco/,, L<::C'nd: .-\ Study in Chc"f:in; c,, r.ccl'lion.. • Boston. 19J3i. 
p . 234. 

~ Ibid .• pp. :!!'>4-:!65. 
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cliary or memoirs, and his closest frfrnd; called him "secretive" and 
··shut-moutlwd." Billy Ilemdon in nnc of his mode-st moods drcforc-d. 
'"Li11C'oln ·is unknown :111d possibly always will be."' Plainly, .there is 
!!l•ocl rt•asnn for sdmlarl\' caution in an,· effort to take thl' mc•asure of 
such a man. · · 

:S:o lt•ss plain is the intimak connc-ction bctwec-n the Lincoln l('g('nd 
and tlw myth of Amcriea. The ambiguities in his popular image and 
tlw 11·hispN of 1•ni!?m:i in his portraits ha,·e probably broadcnc•d thr 
;:p1wal c,f this llllnlt'Sp1111 \\"eslt"rn('r, self-mad,, man. c-sst•ntial <lemo
l"T.lt. and mtional martn. Almost am·one can find a wav to identif\' 
with Linculn. pcrh~ps b~·eause "lik(' Shakespeare ... he s;.rmed to ru~ 
thrnu~h thl' whole g:unut of human naturt•."• \\'hatc\'C'r the complex of 
n·:rn•n~. su1·ccssivc gem•rations of his countrvmen have acccptc>d Abra
ham Linwln as th<· c·onsummak :\mrric·an.'...tru: reprcst>nlative genius 
of thc 11,,tion. One 1·onsl•qm·m·e is that he tends to SC'l"Yt' as a mirror 
f1Jr :\11wrk.i11s. who. when the)· writr about him. frrqucntly dil·u]gc- a 
p,ml d,·al ,1hout thc·insd\'l'S. 

Of coursL· the rL·curring rk<"lion of Lineoln as Representative Ameri
r·au has 1w1Tr hc-t•n nnanimom. Thn,· was \'t"hemrnt dissent .at first 
frorn 111;111~· unn·<·onstrudl'd rl'bl'ls. and later from konoclasts like Ed
gar LL"r .\l.aslns and c:irnlit-rS of the Lost C.,use likl' Ll'on Gardincr 
Tylrr. In lhc mainstn·:im of national life. howc-1·,·r. it b<·~amc incrcas
ingly LL,himrnbl,· for indh·iduals and orgariizt.tions lo squarr thcm
.,dvc-s with Lincoln and <"nli~I him in tht•ir cntcrprisl'S. Often this rc
quin·d misciuotation ur misrl'prescntation or ouLiight in\'cntion; but 
lobbyists and l,•gislators. industrialh"ts and fobor leadcrs, reformers 
and l.,11.<w.<. Popufots. Progr<·ssivc-s. Prohibitionists. and Prcsidrnts all 
wanted him on th,•ir sidc. ~ew De.ii Dcmouats tried to st<-al him 
from thc Hepultlicans. and th,• American Communist party brackctcd 
him with Lenin. Lincoln. in the· \\'Ords of Da"id Donald had cc>mc to 
bc .. ,,\'l'ryhody's grandfathl'r."'· ' • 

.\lo~t rc·markablc of all was the growing rerognition of Lincoln's 
gTl'atrlC'SS in the dcn·n stitcs of the Confcderac,·, trn of whie:h had 
11r1·er gin·n him a singlc ,·ote for Prrsidrnt. This may haw becn a 
ll<"ccssary symhoHc ttspc•d of st•ctional reconcilbtion. Returning to the 
l'nion nwant N1ming to tc-m1s with the man who had savt"d the l1nion. 
~o Ollt' took the stc•p more: unNJuivoeally than Henry W. Grady, proph
C't of the :"-:cw South. who told a !'\cw York audit·ncc in 1886 that Lin
Mln had heen "'thl' firs! ti-pica] Amcrican, the firs! who c:omprc
lwnd<"d within himself all the strcngth and gcntlrness, all the majesty 
an<l grace 0£ this Rl'public :·,, \\-hen Southemc-rs talked to Southerncrs 

"Da1·i<l Donald, Lincoln', Hcmdo11 (/\cw Yori.. 1945\. p. 305. 
~ John T .. ~1or>~, Jr., 1,/,ra/iom Lincoln l Boston, 189; '· II, 355. 
:. D.il"id DoJJ31d, Lincoln Ruoomlcrcd (2nd rd.; '.\cw York, 1969). p. 16. 
'' ~1iehad Da,·i•, The Ir,w~c of Lincoln in tJ,c Suu:h (Knox,·ill,•, Tenn., 19"i'l), 

p. 159. 
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· about it. th t•1· we-re usua llv more rc.stra.incd . :--:e\'erthelcss, b,· the earlv 
twcnlidh u,;1tury, th<- Li~culn tradition was becoming a Llc;nd of blu~ 
and gra\' , as illustrated in The Perfect Tribute, a story from the pcn 
of an .-\.labama woman about a dYing Confcdcrate soldier's admiration 
for the Getlys~rg Ad<lrcss.; · ~ · 

Bonds of s~·mpathy h<·hn·en Lincoln and the South had n ot bccn 
diffic u lt lo find. He was. r<fll'I" :sll. a natiw Soutlwmc:r-implac~ble as 
a n t·nem~·. hut magnanirm ,us in Yil'tory a.nd comp:i.ssionatl' by naturc. 
In his li:1n<ls. iwarh · t·,·t-r,·011t· a1?recd. the ord<·al of RPc:ons truction 
wuuld h:i,·r bt·t ·n le-~~ .,t·, ·e~<·. E,·t•;1 Jc•lferson DaYis ('Ondudc:d that his 
d<".1lh had he-en ~a 1:rcat mi~fortune to the South."' 

In ad<li :i rm. Linct,ln S<·t•nwd to pass th<' suprr me tc-st. He c:ould b e 
a,,imil.ilt·d t" the r ac-ial doctrint·s a nd institutional arrangements :i.sso
<i;.ted " ·ith tlw c r,1 <•f ~l·gn·!?ation . Tht· historical r<·t-ord. though not 
,·ntirdy c-1.mbknt. indicated that his opposition to sla\"c- ry had nc,·er 
intlu<lt·d :-.drneacy of r;tci,d equality. \\'ith a little t"di ti ng here and some 
,·,tr,1 c·:n,,h;,sb tl,1·rr. Lin<-vln came out /right"' on the .\:c.>po ques· 
fi ,,:1. Th ;~ "·.,, a juclpm·nt mon, often undcrstood tha n ,·bbora tcd in 
~"utbnn ""rit;n~ .. :,J 1,r.itory. but c-ertain self-appolnttd g uardians ol 
,1 hill" ~up:, 111.,c~· ,,, rl' ,omdimL·s painfully txplicit in claiming Lincoln 
:,, •m" ,·( tl,,·;r 11-.rn. H,· h;id be<·n willing. the·~· said . to guaranke 
,l.,n·rY [,a·,, r ::, 1be , tales wht•;:e it already ex:sted. He had issued the 
Em.111~:;1.,!" ,1, hutl,,:nation witli gn·:it reluctance. He had oppo~ed the 
t , t<-a,:o:, ./ ,l.,,·, r,· "nh- in c,rch•r to r,·,,·n·r the W('S(crn t<·rritorics e,
tlu,iq•ly j, r ,d-,;t~'. m.-~. If~ had denied farnring politkal :rnd social 
1:qu.ili:y f, -r .\:,·;::rnt·~. b.td <·ndors,·d ,eparation of the r:iees. and had 
Jl<"r,i,t, r,::~- r,·t , -~·,!:wnd,·d u,lc111iz:ition of .\:cgrnes abroad. This was 
thl· Lim·, !n "ul .. pz,·d b,· J,1tncs K. \"ardaman of ~1isslssippL perhaps 
llll' :nr:,t ,,,Jl(>rium µ1,litiea l r;;eist in :\ :nerican history. :.nd b~· the sen
~:,tit,n~,l :,:,.!,=rophobic· 1-.rl1·l ·li~t. Thcin1as Dixon. ln his most famous ,1·ork. 
The Clcnsmaa. Di,1,n h ad Lim·<>ln as Pn•sid('nt parody himsl'!f during 
a di~cu~~i<•:l c•f «,lunization: 

\\"t• Ltn r••:',, r ~!L,~r1 t~1(' ilk.~l t·niun ,,ur fathc-t$ dn·:;m£·J. with 1:1:!110!'!.~t c.! an af;(·n, 
1r.rl·:-aor ?",t~ (· :..n, l•n';.'. U'I:. "' ho ... "' a~sfrniL tinn i1io i,elthr r rc.~!-?hJe nor dt!-ir~·,ble. The' 
\',,hr,n t.,~c,ot "''"", 1:-t !,.,If while and half b J:,.k, an,· :no,e t~.~ JI ,-ould exist h31l 
!'t~H· ,,nd J-. .tlf !n:·t·.ti · 

\ \ "li!"n , ,ne r,·mc·mhl'rs th:i.t a ll this ti mr millions of blac·k :\metic::ms 
, ,·c·n· ~t:11 p:iying: hc>m,!gr to the Great E mancipatc,r. dualism begim 
to ~ern1 ;ien·;i~h·,· in tht• Linc·oln tradition. Racist elements. to b e su rr . 
wen• nc,·,·r \Try succcssful in promoting the image cf Lincoln :lS a dcdi
ca t<·d whi:~ ~uprrmacist. but support from an unlikely quarter would 

1 ' Ibid ., ;,. JJS. 
' Jbid .. p . )03. 
'' Tl,o:n~i O"on. The Cl.on,-man: .~n Jlistorical Rom,incc of the Ku J.:.lur Kkm 

1'.\ew Ytd;. 1905), p. ~6; D ;,,·is, lrnaj:c, pp. 14,-15!!. 
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l'\Tntu,dl)· gi,·,· tli,· idrn IH•l onh· 11<·\\· lif,· l,ut r,·.,JHTl.,hilil\· in th<' ,·,·n
ln, of pnd ,·ssilln:il ,chobr,hip. 

Duri1n: lht· finl h~lf- nf tl1t· t\\'l'lllidh (.Tllt"rl'. Li11c.,l11 ,tudin \,, .. 
l':im,·" iu11cti1Jn:d p.1rt t1! tl1t· Jitt-r.1111w of ti,<' l:i,·il \\';,r, in "'l,it'h tli" 
prohJt.m ,,f race \\':1, JH1·s,·11! but 1111( JULlllH>1111!. Tit It's of tlit' J9.1(J's i11-
dit':11<' t!it' ~,·nnal h,·nt ,.f intnnt: Li11,·,,/,1 a11rl lli.x I'ur:11 i11 rl,c Scu·.,·
sion Crisis; Li11ro/11 1;11t/ tlic l'alrc>rw~c: Li11,·11/11'.,. \\'Cir Cahirwt: Liri
"""' 011rl tlw li,u/in:k /,inco/11 anti ihr 11·11r L.l't·cr11Pr.1: Linn,/11 !111rl 
1/,c Su11tl, . Tlll·t,· "'·"· it ,h,,uld he ohs,·n·l'll. rn, Li11c11/11 1111tl the .\'c
!.:r<>. Th:lt "'"uld cP111,-. :,ppn>pri:ikh-. in the 1\1(-;(l\. 

Tl1t· '"·,·,·p pf t!i<" 1110,krn ci,·il rit:hts 111t"·,·nw11l. l1,·t:i1111ing "·itl, thl' 
~uprt·nH· Cnu;-~·~ .11d1-~q.!rl'.L;.:dicin d~Ti~in11 i11 Jq,~-l. in~·pirl'd ~l 11t·w tlt•. 
p.1: !urc in :\un·ric .111 hi:-.tc,riv.il writ in~. 't·\'t'r h:1, !l1t· p.1,,~Tlu,1<,.~ic:d 
lll'l'll f11r :, u,.,J,Jt. ,'·"! 111 ,·11 lltt>rt· ,·,·id, 1,l. Hlad, histor,· !IC>urislll'd :n,d 
'" did :d1uliti1>11i.<t Ji:,tPI\'. l\ll! tl11· 11111\! Jlft·,lit:il>IIS fi..Jd pf e11tlc.11·(Jr 
""' "!11tv-11,·,·1-l ,l.1d: l,i,t11n·. :\!!1·11!11•11 ,h:lit·d . fur n:i:nple. from ,l:11·-
1-r, ;,, .1 v.111~t· nf !111 · CJ\ ii \\·.1:- ll, :--l.1,·i·iy :ts rna· 111:ijnr ll1Tnl nf r.1l'i:il 
"J;pr,·,,i1111 \\'1th thi., cl,.,11!.:1· ,d ,·111j>l1.1,i;, th<" :rni<'h,·llum )·,·,11·, lwt::111 
i., J.,,,1; diffnc11t. _.\ 11111111,n ,,f 1111111»t.:1.1;1l1., appt':tri11;: i11 th,· HJ(iffs. such 
"' !.,·11n F. Litw. ,d.·, .\', ·ri/1 <'{ Sln,·n11. d,·1111111'tr.1!t·d tlil' 11.1tinnwi1l,· 
prt·\·.d<.'Jll't· (Ir \\·l11ll··~lli'tTi11r:l~· dn; tti.1w., ;\lid ,,·hil<.'-\llpn·rn:1( ~- prae

tl( l' ,\ . .\1ar1~· Ht·pul,lic;111~ .11,d l'' 1·n :-.111111· ~d1ol1tirn1i~ts. \\·ht'il tht·y 
t:ill:i ·d :iho11l tl11· .\·,·l!rt1. l,.,d ·'''"'"1,·d curin1"h- li l:t· th,· .,l,w,·lioldcrs 
\\hll:11 t!t,·,· \\1·r,· "' Ji,·,n h- d .. 1l<1111 1t1111.'.. In f.1ct. ii :1p1warcd th:it the 
\ ,,r.h ,11,d till' ~"1lli1. "hil,- hittnh· :d lldd, 11t1 tl 1t· i"ut' ,,f ,l:tn·n·. 
,, vtv rt:btn< 1: < l< "<' t" <Jlh · :in11tlwr i11 tht·ir :llt~tudt·~ lPn-:1rcl r.l<'('_ :\,;tl 
Lw, • 1!11 .. ,,-c,,rdim: lll Litw:id,. ···"·' 11r.1kh· :111d con,i,t, ·11th· ,dll'ckd 
tht' tlio11ghh :111d J;r, judic-n ,,/ 1110,1 :\rnni,-.,'m ... 11' • 

Tl,<" ::it'i.d '"'""1 ,,1" 111 ti,,· C:i,·il \\'ar C'ra made it <·:tS)' t'nough to 
i:11dcr.,t;1nd "I,)· hl.« k A111l'fic:n1s l:iik<l lo win the t"4uality implicit in 
,·maneipation. hut cntain other hi,tori('al prohl<·ms h<"cam<" more clif
lic11lt as a cfJm.-qut·nn·. F11r i11,t:i11tT, if most :-:ortlwrners in ]1:;60 \\'t·n· 
mdC't"d racists who ,·ic"·,·<l thl' :-:q;ro with rcpugn.1nn· as :m inf<"rior 
ord<"r of creation. then wh\' did .,o m:111\· of thc·m ha,T .1uch stronl( fc<"l 
i11g.1 ::ihout sl.,,·,·ry" :\IHI ;d1y d id r:id~l SoutlH'rners fear and di~trust 
ri!Cist Hcpuhlic.i11s with :111 i11tl'nsitr suffi<'i<"nt to ckstroy thl' l 1ni<111? 
.-\nd Jocs 11ot tht" ad1ic,·c11ll'lll c,f ,·m:111dpation In· :1 p<'<>plc so morallv 
cripplt·d "·ith r:1eism s(·;·m aln,,,,t mir:1eulo11s-lik<" a one-arml'd ma~ 
swimming lhc Engli,h Channel! ·'" amount of talk about m·,·rn-roui;ht 
,·nwtions or ulterior purposes or uni11lt"nd<"<l co11st·q11l'nt·es will fully 
account for what ;,ppears to I," a m:1jor hhtorical paradox, with Lin
c11ln as the cn,tral 0!!11n·. 

\\'hC':i the ci,·il right.I strut:_[!!(' gc, l under w:1y in the J 95(fs, bolh 
,iclt"s tried to t'nli., l l.ineoln's s11ppnrl. hut thl' priinarr l<·mlcncy al lirsl 

'" Leon F. Litwack, ,\'11rtl1 r,f; 5/,,u-,v: I'hc ,\'q;ro i11 the Free S!olcs, 1790-lSGO 
( Cfuc·ago, l %1 ), p. 2i(;. 
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"·as lo r<·g;1rd dt·.<q;"·g.ition ;,, a l,t·bt<"cl r"sumption of the good " ·ork 
IH"gull \\'ilh the Em:1r1cip:1tic,n Prodarnalion. ~!any !t'a<ling hi,torian, 
:1gn·c·d that d11ri11g IIH' pn·,ickr,tial y('ars there had hC'cn a ··., te;id,· c·,·o
lution of Lincol11's a!lit,11.l,· !r"':,rd \',·gro rights."" The changl's c:,rrit·d 
him" loni:: wa,· from tlH' ri:,rinw 1·11,·irnnnlt'nt:,J inAu<·nu·s of his :·outh 
and rnad,· him. in th<' wt>r,1' <•f lli"harJ \'. Currl'nl. m"r<' n·h-, ·:utl :rnd 
i11spiring th.in ,-,c·r ":1, :i .,,·rnh:,J "f ma,,., .,J,ility to outgrow l,i, prcju
dicC's."'' 

This \\'a.~ tl"· liheral i11krp1d:11ion nf Lim:oln's rcc-urd c,n racial mat
ters. It can1c· 111,du .it!ack !rom .,,·n·ral directions, but <·,pcciall)· from 
llH" rank, 11f in!t·IJc.ctu:,I r,,rlic:di,m :11,d hbck 111ilitr111c\', both academic 
and c,ihn"'i,,·. _-.;,.". Ldt hi,111ri:111,. 111:111\· of thl'm acti,·i,t, in th<" hat
th· for r:1ti.il ju.>tiu·. c-n11lcl fi11d J,ttJc· tc, .acl mirc in -'\hraham Lincoln. 
C1J111par"d with :il1ol11i111,i>1, Lb· \\'il!ia111 U,,nl Carri,c,11 :rnd \\'en
,lt·ll l'l1illip.,. IH· " ·,·111t ·d uni a r»ic. opportuni.,ti~-. :wd ,om<"what imc-n
siti,·,· to rh,· "ilfc.ri11t.: "f J,1:,,k people in hond,1g,·. !ft· wa~ "the· proto
t,·p,· 111 the pc,Jiti,al 111:111 1:, pc",.' r. ,-;;_ti, ,·i,·\\'S .,o nwclcrat<- :,, to require 
th" prc·»uH· <•f r,,dic,b !,, ,:::1rnl:11,· :icli<1n ... "' lli., prc•\\'a: oppo.,ition to 
,lan-r)·. ,·1r.l,racing tin· Jkp11!>lican pnlic,· of 11<111(·,ll'mir,n :incl th<· hope· 
tif ultim:11,· ,·., ti11ctiP11. rdl1·d1·d :1 "t·11111f<,rtahk hclid in till' hcll('\'O· 

!"nee of hi,tc>rY ... It :int<>u111l'd Ill :i "formula wl,id1 prc,mi,<-,1 in tirn" 
lo do l'\'l·rythmi.: "'l,ik /11, th" pr,·,,·nt ri,kint: nothinc."" 

[ll'clion lo liH' pn·.,idl'ncT. in !11c r:idic:1( ,·it'\\', p-rc,duu·d no gn·3t 
tran~form.1tiu11 of Iii, c-kmH tc-r. "Lim·11ln t:r,·\\' during tlw w.,r- hut hP 
didn't gn>\\· 111ud1 ... "ntl,· L<·n111e· H,·111ll'it..Jr .. a ><·11i,,-r editor of E/,01111. 
"On ,·,·ny is,u<· 1 vl:itint: to !Lv hbc k 111.111 ... hl' "·~, the ,·,·n· e,senc·C' ~f 
tlH' "Int,· s,:;ir,·m:ici,1 ,u:h i.: " "d 111knlio11S ... "· I le moq·d hui ~lo\\h· and 
r,·lud:i11th· l<>\\·:ird :1l1t1lbli:11t: ,l:1,·,·r,·. :ind his fanicnis Proc-b~alion 
n"t e>1,h- 1:Hh·d "n1t>r,d p,n"!~·11r ... hur'l,acl bn·n draftc-,l "in ,uch a wa1· 
that it frn·d kw. ,I :.11)·. ,l.1,·t·,." 1•· l!i, n-put'1lion ~s the CrC'at Emn~
c1p:ilur i, 1!1ndorC' "pur .. 1m·:h ... " \J"~I imporl:\llt of al l. Lincoln prob
:,hh· lwli,·,·,·tl in th" i11f,·ric,ril)· nf th,· \',·gro and c-t'rt:tinl:· la,·orcd ~cp
:ir:tliu1\ ,,1 lht' race:'~. 1 l,· \\·a.,. in Jh·rnll'll·s words. ":1 tragicJlk flaw,·d 
figu r,· "·ho ,!iar"cl t!tt' r:1cial pri·judin·s of 1110\l uf hi, whit<· contl'm
por:i..ri('s. ··i"' 

11 F,1\1·n \~ Hr,,.Lf·. · ·\\'ho Llc [,·rul-. tl,t.· :\hnlitiPni~~? .. in \{;1rlm Dub<·nn:11i (<-cl.) . 
The Au(1.,JtH ,·q, \ ' (,•t1,-:11ord: X,·u i-.°Htl!I-' t 1ri tl,c :\ho!iti<•,1isf.!J \I1rirn.T~(l?l, 1~()5), rp. 
(i,- l'-1. . 

i:: Hid):trt! ~·. Currn1 t, Tl1c f.ir,~ ,,!11 .\',)htid,1 Knr11r.s (:'\<·w Ycul:. 1~6S\ p. 23(,. 
i:t llow:nd Zn,n. ":\h11lil,Pn1,h. Fn ·t·dnm ·!'itkr:i;, a11d the T;1dic:-. d -~.!,! it;itton," 

in Duho:·rn1.1111c·d.l, ArltH/m·f ·q, \',rn,.:11nrd. J'p. 43S-4:.ig_ 
11 ~brtm Duh~·rr11 .111 ... Tl1l' ~ nti11t·1n Hr,i,;pnmc hi Sb\'t·ry." 1:1 1hid., pp. 390. -W~. 
i:, Lt·11n1t· Dna1l'II, li .. .. ,,·.,,. :\1.-.._· Linn1l11 a \\'tut<' SuprC':11.tt·i~·t? .. EJ1cir1!/, X.X:JII 

(Fd, .. l!lh~• .. ,~. . 
Hl )/,id., pp. 37-)1..i, ~0. 

Vi Rich:1rd CI.H·lc111 Crn!•\l'Y, .\'(l .\l,•rr Lil'.C Thr ,\futl1 onr! the Rrali:!t "/ .·\mcr-
icntJ }J(\(O-:-!t t.'\<·w )\i:k, PJil .l. p. l~~. · 

l"" lkmwlt, "Li n :·0111 a \\'hilt- Suprcm;H:i.,t,'" p. 3G. 
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This. 1lw11, was thl' r;1dical int,-rprl'lati1111 of Li11('(1]n\ n·c~onl on r:idal 

111;,tti·ri. .. 1rnl what strik,•s om· inum·cliatt-ly is it~ ,imilarity tu tlll' virws 
,,r pruft-,,imul r,1ci,b lik,· \';mlaman .1ml Di,.,11. Tl1t· p<•rlrait u( A. Lin
c·uln. (:1 ... 11 \\'hilt' !>uprl'mal"ist. k1, lw1·11 tlw w11rk. it st·1·,11~. of a str:mi::t· 
n 11lalitlr.1tion.1" 

:-,;,, It·~, int<-n•,ti11~ b the amuunt ,,f :111i11ms tlin·<·tt·d :,t ;1 man who 
,li,-;I m·,·r a hu11clr1·;l y,·ars a!!"· In Lln· 1·a"· of l>bl'k rnilit~nt~. hostility 
tt> Li11l'11!11 has 111• dllnlit ht·t·11 J'art of tlw pro,·,-,.5 of t·ullill!! Inn,,· fn•m 
,, hilt' :\1m·ri,·.1. Thu.,. thc.•r,· is littlr hi,tory lont m11'd1 purpnsl' in tlw 
,tah-111,·nt .,/ _\lalnilrn .\: "I I,· probaloly ,lid lllClrt' to tri,-k ~''!!Tilt'!' 
tlra11 all\ u!h;'f ,n.u-; i11 hbtor\"_"0" 

For ,~ hilt- r;dk.tls tnn. ,r;·j,·dii•n of Lim·1,h1 si~nifi,·d n·pndiatioll (If 
tlo.· "h,•l,· :\11wril-.111 n1llural tr.ulitiou_ frnm tl1t• fir,t 111:,ss:1cn· nf Jn. 
.li.111, i., th1• \'il'l ;li:11i1 \\'a r. 1 n wh:11 111i~ht h,· catl,·11 tl1t· "malign l'f>r1-
,..11,11, .. ,d1011l of l·11itl'cl Stat,·, hhtor~·. Lincoln n •mairwil tl1t· lll'J)T<'· 
"'11Liti,·1· _·\rn<'flt',111. lm1 tl1t· :\11writ-.L 1lr:11 lw n•prt·~,·nkd w:1s· a dark. 
11~h- ,·111111lr\', ,1:1i1l('tl wilh i11j11, ti,·1• a111l cnll'lty. Plainly. thl'rt' is mudi 

111,,~ .. :it ,tal,- J,.,j,,. th.m till' n·put:i1icorr of :1 ,im:l<· his1oric·:i l fi~un·. 
J .nrn·, l.'. . \':mbrn.111. ,t b ~aiil. IN'd to l',trry with him <•Ile parti<"nlar 

l.i11col11 q1111t.1ti1111 rh:ct h,• w1,ultl whip 1111! aml n·:1d :11 tlw .,lii:ht,·st op
pi:rtumtL Thi~ 1·w,·rpt from tll<' t1 .. h:1t,· witl1 Do11i::h1, in 1858 ~t Char
k:-11111. lll im,i,. i., rrow fa,t h,·,·11111i11~ tl11· nw,t quot,•d pa.,sa~t' m -all of 
Liul'lili,\ writiiH!,, uut,trippini: 1·n·11 th<' C:dtphur~ .-\ddri·~s aml th<· 
Sc-L"n11d Ji,:n,cural. l'it-k up am· n·<T11l hbtoric:11 ~tudy of :\mcrit'an 
1 an· n·l.1tio11\ ,111{1 ,111111·,1·h,·n· in it, p:1~1·, y11u an• lik,·ly to find thc· fol
)11\\'ill.!! "'cord,: 

J w,Jl ,,1\ th~·u tl,.,l I .,Ill rn•1, our,.,,., lt;1\.1 l•·•·n u1 f.,,ur 1,f hn:1::i11c :al.otlt in auy 
\.\',iv tlit·# ..,1,ls,il ;11ul p11l1tw.1t t•qu,,lity of llu· "Jut.· .~tnl hl.ttL r#1l'(•,,-tl~.,t I <U~1 upt 
a,, ,r- .. ,,., h ,t\ t ' J,c•,·n lh i.1,11r ,,f Jn.1L11•&: ,ott·r, 11r ,u,,,,, of 111·..:rc-.·,, 11or of •1,1ahlyml! 
tlwm to l,nl,1 uf!u1·. )lhf lo itdt·rm,11ry w,1h wl,ih- rw1•plt·, .,ml l will .liar in :1tld1t~un 
It• l) 11 , Lh,il Lht·h· ,.,, a l'li'.'~H:,d tlHl1·rt·1u."· l)('h,·1·t·11 th,· white.· :uu.1 hlad,; r;u1·~. whu·t, 
f t,di,•\'I' \1.JIJ f11r t'\ 1·r fc1rln1I lt,,. t1.,·u r.ut""' lu U1J.: tncdlwr on tt-nn, of M1L·i,1l :tut, 
poht1<,J 1,, ,u.11.1~· .. ..\11.I 1n:P,mud1 ,1, ttwy t·,11,1101 ~n _ 11\t'. "11111· dwy tin n•m.till. lfl~ 
cd}u·r t},,·:•· um ""1 he.· tlw p11,1licm ul ",1,c•rior .;mil 111fc-nor. arid ( :1.1, mu~·l1 a., ·'~? 
utlwr m,111 ;1m 111 f.,, or ,,f t1.wi11c- 1hl· \upnjor [N"iti11tl :1!>,1l!1n-cl 1n tl,l· whJtt· r,u..1.·.- 1 

It b. of c:(1ur.,c•. a quut:ition that hrbtle~ with rdt·\'ancy. Prc:hl<'~~ t~1nt 
,met· (lTC'OC'l'Upit·cl Lincoln·~ hiu!!raplll'r~. sud1 as his pa~ m brm~rng 
0 11 thl' Ci,·il \\'ar and tlw qualit~- of hi~ w;irtinw IL·adl'r.-htp, h:i,·C' h<'<'ll 
more ur Jc·~~ pu,lwd a,i(lt- hy a 11u<'~lion of IH'\\'l'T fa~hion ancl gr<":1t,·r 
urg,•m·,·. It h w<'ll plm,~<'tl in th,· prdacr tn a c1,Jh·l'lion uf <lo<:urncnts 
t1tktl Linc11/11 011 B1m k and \\ '/rile (l!r. J ): "\\'as Lincoln a r:idst? 

111 o.,n\. Jma1,:4 ·. p. J:JCi: ··Ttil·rc· i, ~omc·lliim.~ ~.,cUy ironic in .s<·t·inJ? hl~cl: c·~· 
lrt·nn~l,c and 1'u h'.lu\t'f' d,,,pinJ! hat1d) c1rn tJu- cr,l,'l' of \hv Cu•;1t Emnnc:1p~1loi ~ 
u·putalum.·· 

~tf Rolu-rt Pt•un \\ ·.,rr,·u. ,r/,o ~,,,·at, l••r tl,r St'l,!.rc,,? (.\:('w York. 1965). p. ~(i2. 
01 fl"'']'. Jla,l.-r I t·ol ), Tlw C,,Ur, ·r ,.I \\'orb of Alirol,ano Linculn ( :S:cw Bruns· 

wid.:, :-,;·.}., 1!153-55 ), HI, J-15-14(;, 
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~fun· import .mt. IJ<•w did Lin,-c,J11's rat'i::il views affect the course of 
our Ir i,t llr\' :·so 

:\ny11111.' wl,,, ,,.b uut t·1111~c-i,·11t iou,I~· tu answl'r such a quC'n· will 
""m fi,,d l,in".-lf tl,•,•p i11 <·omph·xity and c·or,fnmting sornt· of tl1~• lun
;la11w11tal pro,hl,·111~ uf l,i~toriC'itl i11v<·~li!(:.otiun. In one c::1lc.-)!Ory :lrC' \"an· 
"'" qu1·,1ium .tl,11111 tlH· lrb1ori:m's rt"btion to tht· p:L,t: h his ta.,k 
propnl~· lllH· 11! urn·ful rn·omtrudion, ur .1rc thl'rC' mun· important 
pu1-p ... ,,., lo lw ~,·n·,·tl: Dt•<·l hi~ n ·spunsihility indudc n •ndl'ring morn) 
i11di:nw11t~:' If '"- u,i11~ "hat ~t:,mlanls-tho,<' of his own timl' or thos1• 
11! tlll' p.-riod umlc·r ~tmly:' Tlwn thl'rl' ,,rt• all tlw c·omplications l'neoun· 
tn,-d iu auy dfort 111 n·ail tlot· 111ind of a m:,n. esp<·tially a politida11. 
fwn, tlt1· ,url'i\'ill~ r,·('11nl ,,f hi~ w11rch :111d :t('tions. for instanl't', what 
111· "Jkloh- illlirnrr·d "' a n•utl, 111,"· ha,·,· ln·i·n silenth- di~c·:irdt·d in ma
turit~·. "i,:it '"' 111 li1·,·,.,l .1111 a 1·<·rt,;i11 sul>jc·t't may l,(' i,·}S ~:~nifil':mt than 
1111· ;r,t1·r,,i1y of l,,, h1 l11.f: :u,<l " ·hat ]lC' said cm a <'<'rt,1in l•l'l'a~ion ma\' 
11.1\t· lo,·,·11 lari.:,·li· d(·tnmi11t·tl hr th~· iniml'tliatt· hi~toric·.11 c·untt-_~ t. i~
('lud:uc: tl1t· ,-(1111po,1tr1111 col hi> amli1·11('(•, 

T,·n nin.,loc.:ic':d diffirnlti1·~ 111:iv ;,bo arbC' in the stmh- c,{ histor\'. and 
~ud, 1, 1111· 1·:tM"'\llllr tlr,· Wt•Hl ,;r::idst." whidi ~('TH'S 11; h;;<lh- :,s ;, ('till• 

, ,·pt lo,·l.111.,r ,.j 11., d1•m111u.,tor\" ton,· :md in<list'riminate ~~(·."' C,,n
.lul :H· 111·itl>< r 111 t1ltj,·<·th it~- no~ tu pn·dsion. the \\'Ord ha_s uc·t·n c·m· 
plm nl "' ),n,.,dh· tli;,t it i, mo\\' hdH!! ~ubdi\'idt•d_ Thus we arC' ill\itl'<l 
'" ;!,,1i11c.:ui,lr l~·lw .. ,·11 i,l,·olui:kal ;,lC'isn1 and imti.tutic•nal r:,l'ism!• 
li, ·1,-.·,·11 M·it·11t1fie r,,<'i,rn ami folk rad~m."'· lll'tWl'C·n acti\'!· racism and 
jr,,,, :: , ,. r:i, i,1:0. ''· l,d" c.-1·11 r.cd}m a11d r,IC'ial prC'judin·.0= bc·twrl'n radsm 
.11 .. l r.1dafo111.0• lwlw,·1-1, liil'rard1iC',ll racism ::ind romantic raciali~m.~,. 
111 i:, ,tri, '"·" "';1w. Tild~rn i_, a cloctri1w. l,ut b,· l'Xkmit •n i1 has :ibo 
c.·11111<· 111 ,ic_:rril y ., 11 .,1 lltml.-. :1 uwck ,,f lid1:l\-io;, and a b'>ci:il ~vs(('m_ 
Th,· d1•clrirw. :, 11·.,, ~ 1,f ii,ttiit-duab. is a ratiu11~liZl·cl tht'on· of inhcrmt 
~ ,-~r" :11f,·riurit ~·- 111 a ¢,·,·111wr~on. lwwc.·,·,·r_ it c-:m hC' an~:thing from a 
l ,l\ll.,! lwlic·f t11 a phil1,~oplr)· nf lifl·- .-\} an ottilurlc_ raci,:11 is \'irtu:illy 

• .-: . .i.. .. ::,::r Zrhn,mJt ic·,! l. Lit,,itln I'll Blad: Gnd ,\·J,i:c iBdmo:-.~ . C;lli! .. 1971'. 
r,r. 

.-:, ~N· :\fit 11.u·l P..11,tun ... Tlit· Corn..:'l.'J'I of }t1u:,.cn.'' in S.1.m1 Zab:.hb 11:d l_ Rocc 
tJJ,J Rnnulim, tl..er1,,lnr1. llJ70 ·. pp. )';.J~ T}w indb,nmm.,tt- u~,.- ,,! tht· ~nrJ :, 
~~-)~ :l!,:.'- lr.,tnl rn tht• ·~~,, ·rthlll nf N.t1l~;rt from.m. Rao1"Tn ,:,.:._ w Y,xl.;_ Jy;:21. pp. 
.:.._, .;.,, ~!1 ,1t lhc·r,· 1, ,I ral1~t P"t·r!~llll' lo llu• ~l.itt·nu·r.t th;H Ct.,h:mbu) c,r Letf 
Enl·,,,n ,H,u,tt·rt'll :\mf'rll.',t. ht,._,,u"lt.' tl i111 pl1t•s th;,t lhC' SJht•n.,:;s who h.td .,~1v<-d 
t:,ctlwr ··JJd 11ot c outiL .. 

::, D,tl"i~t ~1. Rt·urn r:- 1nL). Rcrl\1)1 trJ :lu.• t·nucd ~lot< l: ;i. r) .-\mcr1~cn D1/L~rnnw? 
,.\:"..- Yo:k. rn;:'.1. fl- ~-

'"' ilanl<>n, "Cnn11•pl ,,( R.,d,111." fl- ) /,. 
::

4
; Fo~rc·:--l C:. \\'ood. Rlark ~(Ort•: Tlh· Rufr.,t Rorrl•,ur f(I Emc,;o;~e:! 1(1n end fic

,,,11.,trut.·fwn ( llt·rlt·l•·~ . I !f';"lH. p. J 5. 
··• (;,,o!'i:.i• ,1. ru·,l:u.L~un. TIJt· Hluc.L· Jn.c;:C' ;,, tJ,.,. \\'lu!c .\:mt!: Tlir Dd1at,· 

'"' .-l.f rc•-.-l. nw,i,·nu C/w met,, mod De .,ti11y. J -~ l ~ -1 ~I.: \:-,; ew Yo,~. 19; ll. p. :'.. 
"' '.l!ar,::on·l \,d,ul,.on, .-\ DU111•t1ary ,,f Am, n.-cn,Er.i;fo/1 l'.,c~< (:-,;..,,.. Yo•k, 

1!15~ 1• P - ·Hill. • 
"'' Fredrid:~un, Blcirk 111,ai:<. ;,. 101. 
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More important, how did Lincoln's racial views affect the course of 
our history."22 · · 

Anyone who sets out conscientiously to answer such a query will 
,soon .find himself deep in complexity and confronting some of the fun. 
damental problems of historical investigation. In one category are vari
ous questions about the historian's relation to the past: Is his task 
properly one of careful reconstruction. or are there more important 
p~ses to be served? Does his responsibility include rendering moral 
judgments? If so. using what standards-those of ~ own time or those 
of the period under study? Then there are all the complications encoun-
tered in any effort to read the mind of a man, especiaHy a politician, 
from the surviving record of his words and actions .. For instance, what 
he openly a.lBrmed as a youth may have been silently discarded in ma
ttuity; what he believed on a certain subject may be }15 signi&cant than 
the intensity of his belief; and what he said on a certain occasion.may 
have been largely determined by the immediate historical context, in- . 
eluding the composition of his audience. 

Terminological difficulties may also arise in the study of history. and., : .. -
such is the case with the word "racist,., which serves us badly as a con- · 
cept because of its denunciatoi'y tone and in · · • te use.28 Con
ducive neither to objectivity nor to precision. the word has been em-
ployed so broadly that it is now being subdivided. Thus .we are invited 
to distinguish between ideological racism and institutional racism, 24 

between scientific racism and folk racism,23 between active racism and 
inactive racism,26 between r~ and racial prejudice, 27 between racism 
and racialism?8 between hierarchical racism and romantic raciaJism.211 
In its strictest sense, racism is a doctrine, but by extension it has also 
co!De to signify an a~tude, a mode: of behavior, and a social system. 
11ie doctrine, a work of intellectuals, is a rationalli:ed theory of .inherent . 
Negro inferiority. In a given person, however, it can be anything from a 
casual belief to a philosophy of life. As an attitude, racism is ~y 

22 Arthur Zilversmit (ed.), Lin?Jln on Blac1i and White (Belmont. Cali(., 1971), 
D~ ... # • 

!!a See Michael Banton, ·ne Concept of Bac:1sm,• in Sami 7.ubalda {ed.), &a, 
and &cialiam (London, 1970), pp. 17-34. The · · • · le use of tlie word is 
we11 illustrated in the assertion. of Rol,ert Froman. &cum (New-Yoilr. 1972). pp • 
.21-~. that there is a "racist oyertone" to the statement that Columbus or ~ 
Ericson America. because it implies that lhe Siberians who had armed 
earlier "did not count," - , - · · · 

· · 21 David M. Reimers (ed.), &ciml in the Vnllei Statu: An°.Amerlc:an Dllemmo?. 
(New Yorlr.197.2), p, 5. . · · · · · 

21Banton, UConceptofBadsm,•p.18. . i 
H Forrest O. Wood, B~ Sm: The &ciat Bupon.se to E and Re,. : 

conidruc#on(Bedceley, 197(t),.p.1S. · · ~ · .: . . 
· ~ e M. Freddcbon, The Blacl: Image 1n:fha.Wltlie Mlnl::TM IJebala:· • 
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· on ~ · Cliaiadir and ~,_18lr.1'-'4. (New Ycilt. 19%1), P.. 2. • :· \ 
.. . .. . , • l18J.farpret Nicholson. 4l· . . o1 &wfl,h V,ap (New Ycip.. · .: .• ~' 

i~~ti}liJir r;~;:; ·• ;Aiif g'.'~i;, :·. , ·. :. ~,· .: •. 1~iii 
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