
History 217 
Re: Toward the Emancipation Proclamation 

I. Slavery--A Disappearing Institution 

A. Statement 

By 1860 slavery existed in the Western Hemisphere in only 
tree places: Cuba, Brazil, and the United States.( In autocratic 

Russia the czar issued a ukaze ending serfdom) 

All of the emancipation of slavery in the Caribbean and 
South America had been ended by legislation--that is, peacefully 
except in Haiti. The US was the most dramatic exception in that it 
would take a destructive civil war. 

II. Evolving Union War Aims 

III. A Stalemated War 

A. General overview of the war by 1862 

B. Seeing the Elephant 

IV. Pressures for Change 

V. Lee Comes North/Antietam-a Turning Point in the War 

VI. Lincoln Launches his Thunderbolt (Sept. 1862) 

A. Explain as a war measure 

B. The Sable Arm
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214 Chapter 5 = Rebels, Yankees, and Freedmen 

The Emancipation Proclamation (1863) 

Abraham Lincoln 

Whereas on the 22d day of September, A.D. 1862, a proclamation was issued 

by the President of the United States, containing among other things, the 

following, to wit: 

“That on the 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, all persons held as slaves 

within any State or designated part of a State the people whereof shall then 

be in rebellion against the United States shall be then, thenceforward, and 

forever free; and the executive government of the United States, including the 

military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom 

of such persons and will do no act or acts to repress such pes or any of 

them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom: 

“That the executive will on the 1st day of January aforesaid, by proclama- 

tion, designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people 

thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and 

the fact that any State or the people thereof shall on that day be in good faith 

represented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto 

at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such States shall have 

participated shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be 

deemed conclusive evidence that such State and the people thereof are not then 

in rebellion against the United States.” 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by 

virtue of the power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 

Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion against the author- 

ity and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war 

measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this Ist day of January, A.D. 

1863, and in accordance with my purpose so to do, publicly proclaimed for 

the full period of one hundred days from the first day above mentioned, order 

and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof, 

respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States the following, 

to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. Bernard, Plaque- 

mines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption, 

Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the city 

of New Orleans), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, 

North Carolina, and Virginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as 

West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkeley, Accomac, Northhampton, 

Elizabeth City, York, Princess Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities of 

Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which excepted parts are for the present left 

precisely as if this proclamation were not issued. 

From John Nicolay and John Hay, eds., Complete Works of Abraham Lincoln (12 v., Lincoln 

Memorial University, 9.P., 1894}, Vill: 161-164. 


