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This monument, one of the first erected at Gettysburg outside the -

Soldiers' National Cemetery, was dedicated in 1878 to denote the spot
where this brave hero met his demise. He died five days later. Al-
though he probably never knew it, Vincent was promoted to the rank
of brigadier general dating to July 3.2

In the mid-1970s, the monument was vandalized and broken into
two pieces. It was later repaired and replaced, on the same spot (but
facing in the opposite direction) in 1978—one century after its ini-
tial dedication.

As You Wallc take note of the numerous stone walls which were
almost certainly built by the 44th New York on the night of July 2.
The New Yorkers occupied this position from about 5:00 p.m. on July
2 to about 11:00 a.m. on July 3. A marker is said to have denoted the
position specifically, “about 100 feet in advance” of the 44th New York
Monument. It certainly does not exist today and the writer has never
seen a photograph or a map containing clues to its whereabouts.?s

Stor #9 — THE 44TH NEw YORK MONUMENT

Nestled between the 83rd Pennsylvania and the 16th Michi-
gan was the 44th New York Infantry. At 44 feet tall, this memo-
rial is by far the largest regimental monument on the battlefield.
It was dedicated in July 1893. Costing almost $11,000, it honors
both the men of the 44th New York as well as two companies of
the 12th New York which were serving at 5th Corps headquarters.
Feel free to climb to the viewing platform of this monument.2

The 44th New York was organized in Albany in the late summer
of 1861. Its original colonel, James C. Rice, was still in command
as the regiment fought on the slopes of Little Round Top. As the 16th
Michigan was being flanked by the 4th Texas, the situation was criti-
cal for the Union. The 16th Michigan was on the right flank of the
brigade and there were no other troops to its right. The Yankees
needed reinforcements immediately or they would need to abandon

Little Round Top and potentially open the delicate rear of the army

to the Southerners.

But reinforcements did arrive in the form of General Stephen
Weed’s Brigade of four regiments, two each from New York and
Pennsylvania. Their exploits will be described in the coming tour
stops.
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The 12th and 44th New York
Monument from the south,
vhotographer unknown, c.
1920s. The Maltese cross of
the 5th Corps may be seen

atop the memorial.
(Timothy H. Smith Collection)

Stor #9A — THE VINCENT Rock CARVING

Just a few stops ago you visited the spot where Colonel Vincent
was mortally wounded. You have now, however, arrived at it again.
The carving on this boulder was inscribed soon after the battle. It
reads:

COL. STRONG VINCENT FELL HERE
COM’G 3RD BRIG. 1ST DIV. 5TH CORPS
- JULY 2ND, 1863

Was he wounded here on the crest or down where the marker is?
How can there be such a discrepancy? The truth is, we will never
know for certain. Two people seeing the same event will rarely re-

‘call it the same way. The same is true for events in battle except more

so. With blinding smoke, deafening noise and horribly intense scenes
presenting themselves to the observer, accounts rarely coincide with
each other. It must be noted that more time will be spent taking this
tour, than the time many men of Vincent’s Brigade spent on Little
Round Top. Hence, we are left with many varying accounts to sort
through. One method is to accept the most contemporary account.
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The Vincent carving. This inscription is on a boulder directly north
of the 12th and 44th New York Monument.

In this case, the carving was made many years before the monument,
yet we know nothing of the author. Evidence clearly states that
Vincent was endeavoring to rally the 16th Michigan when he was
mortally wounded. If this is the case, the carving would appear to
more accurately dénote the spot than the marker. _

Making this rock carving would have been difficult since this is
igneous (volcanic) rock which is extremely hard. These diabase boul-
ders are some 180 million years old.”

Stor #10 — THE 140TH NEW YORK MONUMENT

To many peopfe, the action of the 20th Maine represents the turn-
ing point at Little Round Top. It is necessary, however, to consider
the deeds of the 140th New York as well. The 140th New York was
raised in Monroe County in September 1862. Its first colonel, Patrick
H. O’Rorke, had graduated first in his class from West Point in-1861.
Devoted to his regiment to the last, he held the admiration and respect
of his troops.?

After making his timely discovery at the vacant Little Round Top,
General Warren sent requests for reinforcements. Claiming he never
saw Vincent’s Brigade come into position, he rode down the north-
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ern slope of Little Round Top to look for troops himself. He soon
came upon his old brigade on the Wheatfield Road and took the re-
sponsibility to detach the 140th, which happened to be in that brigade,
despite that they were expected elsewhere. '

The men of the 140th arrived at this point just in time to push the
Texans back. They artived, not in line of battle, but in a wild bunch.
O’Rorke knew that time was too precious to be wgsted on time-con-
suming maneuvers. He simply screamed “Down this way, boys!”
Little Round Top had been saved, but not before O’Rorke was killed
near this spot while urging his men into position.?®

This monument, dedicated on September 17, 1889, has one cu-
rious feature—O’Rorke’s nose. According to battlefield guides,
O’Rorke had the “luck of the Irish” but his luck ran out on Little
Round Top. Thus, it is said that he surrendered his luck to the living
which is why visitors rub his nose for good luck.

View on Little Round Top showing New York memorials, photographer
unknown, c. 1903. The 140th New York Monument is at center. Note
the broken artillery carriage in the right foreground.  (Boardman Coliection)
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Stor #11 — HAzLETT's PosITiON

You are standing in a place where few soldiers were brave or fool-
ish enough to stand on the afternoon of July 2, 1863. Some did not
have a choice, though. After Vincent’s Brigade occupied the south-
ern portions of the hill, Lieutenant Charles E. Hazlett’s Battery D, 5th
United States Artillery was ordered to occupy this position. There
can be no doubt that issuing this order was far simpler than execut-
ing it.

Unlike today, there were no roads leading to the top of this hill
in 1863. Thus, Hazlett’s command had to move the guns uphill over
the rugged, wooded terrain. The drivers were skillful, yei the guns
could only be taken part of the way up the hill by horsepower alone.
The remaining distance was covered by the manpower of infantry-
men and artillerymen alike.*

This was not a particularly effective artillery position on July 2.
It was greatly exposed to enemy snipers and the artillerymen could
not depress the gun barrels sufficiently to stop the Southerners charg-
ing up Little Round Top. The guns were more effective on July 3,
when sections of the battery were able to lob shells into the charging
Confederates during Pickett’s Charge.

The battery has been memorialized in a number of ways. The
inscription on the (a‘white monument at this stop explains itself per-
fectly: i

ERECTED BY THE 91st REGT P.V.
IN MEMORY OF BRG GEN WEED
3 BRIG.2DIV.5A.C.

AND LT. CHS. E. HAZLETT,

5 U.S. ARTY, WHO FELL
ON THIS SPOT JULY 2, 1863

Another memorial was the placement of three cannon barrels
propped up on stones atop the crest of Little Round Top. These can-
non barrels were not Parrott Rifles, as Hazlett’s were, but soon they
were mounted on crude iron carriages. Not until 1895 would three
ten-pounder Parrott guns along with new carriages be placed on Little
Round Top. Complete with foundation stones, the carriages were
appropriately made in Hazlett’s home state of Ohio. In the early part
of this century, a small plaque was erected for all of the Regular Army
units at Gettysburg. Soon afterward, the small plaque atop the hill

— A DETAILED TOUR GUIDE “— 59

Early memorialization of Hazlett’s Battery, W.H. Tipton, c. 1887. The
guns displayed are not Parrott Rifles, such as Hazlett employed on
Little Round Top.

(Adams County Historical Society)

was replaced by the battery plaque we can enjoy today. A fourth gun,
as well as stacked Parrott shells, were placed at some point as well. Since
then, the shells have been removed, but regardless of the form the me-
morials take, it is good that the deeds of these men are remembered.*

Much can also be gleaned by examining the guns marking
Hazlett’s Battery. First, you can tell that they are Parrott Rifles be-
cause they each have a wrought iron reinforcement band at the breech.
The remainder of the tube is made of cast iron. Looking at the muzzle,
you can see the rifling grooves inside the barrel, as well as writing
on the face of it denoting the weight, the manufacturer, its serial num-
ber, the year it was made and the initials of the inspector. One handy
rule in dating Parrott Rifles is to look at the muzzle. If there is a swell
at the tip, then it was made in 1863 or earlier. The post-1863 guns
have no such muzzle swell.*

Stor #11A — CresT Rock CARVINGS

It is likely that the impressive carving on the boulder upon which
sits the monument to Hazlett and Weed was carved by the same in-
dividual who produced the Vincent carving near the 44th New York
monument. The carvings look identical in size and shape of letters,
they were both done soon after the battle, and the word “command-
ing” is abbreviated identically on both carvings. This particular in-
scription reads:
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C.E. HAZLETT FELL
COM’G BATT’Y D U.S. ART’Y IN
BATTLE JULY 2ND 1863.

It is not known how the artist knew to carve the inscription into
this boulder. Regardless of the accuracy of his sources (or if he
was on Little Round Top during the battle) this carving has influ-
enced local guides and photographers who consistently denoted
this rock as the site of the mortal woundings of Hazlett and Weed.
Weed was shot first. When his friend Hazlett bent over him to hear
his final words, Hazlett was shot, and fell lifeless upon the body
of his dying friend. The site certainly makes sense when compared
with the available evidence.®

There are also other, less impressive, carvings on the taller rock,
just to the north of the boulder discussed above. Visible are the let-
ters “US” with a circle below. Other letters can be seen, but unfor-
tunately these are typical of most rock carvings on the
battlefield—they lack enough information to assist the historian sub-
stantially.

Rock where Lieutenant Hazlett and General Weed were killed, W.H.
Tipton, stereo, c. 1887. Upon the rock in the foreground is etched the
.impressive carving to Lieutenant Charles Hazlett.

(Boardman Collection)
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Stor #12 — THE 91sT PENNSYLVANIA MONUMENT

Arriving soon after the 140th New York, the 91st Pennsylvania
took position here, below the booming guns of Hazlett’s Battery.
Although the scene was one of confusion and death, the 91st, as well
as the 146th New York and the 155th Pennsylvania of Weed’s Bri-
gade, did not take part in the heavy fighting on Little Round Top.
They did, however, play a valuable role. The presence of Weed’s
remaining regiments made Little Round Top all the more intimidat-
ing to the exhausted Confederates across the Valley of Death. They
skirmished with the Southerners and protected Hazlett’s Guns as well.

The 91st lost just under 9% of its men at Gettysburg, far less than
the 140th New York (30%) or the regiments of Vincent’s Brigade
(26% on average) all of whom took part in the heavy fighting on July
2. That evening, the 91st assisted in the erection of the network of
stone walls which are so prominent on the western face of Little
Round Top.**

Initially, the 91st Pennsylvania had erected but one monument.
When the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania appropriated funds for
monuments for each Pennsylvania regiment that fought at Gettysburg,
however, the 91st rededicated the smaller monument (now at tour stop
#11), moved it to its current location, and replaced it with the much
larger monument you see today.

The original monument to the 91st Pennsylvania, W.H. Tipton, stereo,
c. 1887. The view is looking southwest in the direction from which
Hood advanced.

(Gettysburg National Military Park)



&

492 ——, LirtLE RounD ToP ——

The larger monument to the 91st Pennsylvania, photographer
unknown, 1903. This view looks northward toward the Union line.

(Boardman Collection)

The 91st Pennsylvania Monument under camouflage for the filming
of the movie, Gettysburg, 1992.
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Stop #12 A — THE “Curious Rocks”

This is a feature easily seen without actually going to it, but feel
free to walk down the slope if you like. Known commonly as the
Curious Rocks, this pile of boulders has received many other desig-
nations. Through the years this feature has been called the “Natural
Runic Arc,” “Natural Fortification,” and even “Devil’s Den.” Almost
certainly, men of the 91st Pennsylvania or the 146th New York oc-
cupied these boulders when advancing down the hill to skirmish with
the enemy. It may even have been incorporated into the original
breastworks constructed by Weed’s Brigade.* ’

The Curious Rocks, W.H. Tipton, stereo, c. 1888. This view looks up
the hill to the east. . (Boardman Collection)
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Stor #13 — THE 146TH NEw YORK M ONUMENT

Like the 91st Pennsylvania, the 146th New York arrived on Little
Round Top too late to participate in heavy fighting. The men spent
their time harassing the enemy, protecting Hazlett’s guns and con-
structing fortifications. Its colonel, Kenner Garrard, would take Gen-
eral Weed’s place after he was wounded.

The excellent view from Little Round Top did not go unnoticed
by the high command at Gettysburg. A lieutenant in the 146th ex-
plained:

As the hill made an excellent outlook over the field of the
third day’s fight, General Meade and his staff, with the Signal
Corps, were there all day, occupying a rocky pen directly in
the line held by the One hundred forty-sixth.

We will never know for certain, but the rocky pen to which he
refers is probably one which sits in close proximity to the monument,
which was erected in 1888 or 1889.%

Stor #14 — THE 155TH PENNSYLVANIA

It is no surprise that the last regiment of Weed’s Brigade to ar-
rive on Little Round Top suffered the lowest percentage of casual-
ties (5.3%). But thﬁ: men of the 155th Pennsylvania did their duty.
On the way up the fhill, some of the men assisted Hazlett’s men in
dragging their guns up the hill. Taking position on the right of the
brigade line, the 155th performed essentially the same service as the
91st Pennsylvania and the 146th New York.

The monument at this tour stop was first placed in September
1886, but it was not so ornate as it is today. Three years later, after
additional funds had been allotted, the impressive granite statue of
the soldier, wearing 'the Zouave uniform of the 155th, was placed atop
the original monument.3

Stor #14 A — THE ORIGINAL SYKES AVENUE ROADBED

By aligning the left flank marker of the 146th New York with the
same in the photograph on page 46, it is clear where Sykes Avenue
used to be located. Upon closer inspection of the ground to the north
and east, remnants of the road, as well as those of an old retaining
wall, can be found littering the slope.
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View looking northwest from Little Round Top, H. Weaver; stereo, c.
1884. The future site of the 155th Pennsylvania Monument is in the
center Of the VieW. (Garry Adelman Collection)

The 155th Pennsylvania Monument, W.H. Tipton, stereo, c. 1887.

(Boardman Collection)






