
LITTLE ROUND Top 
A Detailed Tour Guide 

Situated on the southern end of the Gettysburg Battlefield, 

Little Round Top was the site of a pivotal struggle between ele- 

ments of the Army of the Potomac and the Army of Northern Vir- 

ginia in July 1863. In the late 19th century, it was memorialized 

by those who were fortunate enough to live through the horrific 

event, and it remains a popular attraction today. 

This book will take the reader on a tour through the critical 

events that happened on Little Round Top and detail the physical 

remnants of both battle and post-battle features. Have you ever 

wondered: 

. t& From where did the 15th Alabama make their attack 

upon the left flank of the 20th Maine? 

Are there rock carvings on Little Round Top? 

When were the monuments on Little Round Top 

erected? | 

t= How different does Little Round Top look compared 

to 1863? 

ts Were the avenues on Little Round Top in existence 

during the battle? 

i= 

i= 

With detailed maps and over 35 photographs, Little Round 

Top: A Detailed Tour Guide takes the reader on a journey to the 

most popular site on the Gettysburg Battlefield. 

ISBN 1-57747-062-1 
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Introduction 
Little Round Top was simply an insignificant rocky hill until the 

Battle of Gettysburg in July of 1863. Its location on the southern end 

of the battlefield, however, forever changed that. Union and Confed- 

erate soldiers fought, bled, and performed heroic deeds on its slopes 

in an intense struggle which few remembered the same way. Liter- 

ally hundreds of books and articles have explored the myriad of battle 

movements and the memorialization of the actions there. But there 

is one resource that has not been sufficiently tapped—Little Round 

Top itself. 

This book is designed to fill a void in the study of Little Round 

Top—that of incorporating the physical resource into the larger his- 

toriographical picture. No amount of reading about the nature of 

Little Round Top can teach as much as actually splashing across Plum 

Run and climbing the hill. 

This book does not claim to contain a detailed history of Little 

Round Top. Rather, it provides a framework for linking historical 

facts with the actual site, and offers a general narrative of the fight- 

ing at Little Round Top and information about the hill itself. For more 

specific details about the men and units that fought at Little Round 

Top, the reader is referred to the many histories already written, es- 

pecially The Attack and Defense of Little Round Top, by Oliver Wilcox 

Norton and Chapter 10 of Gettysburg: The Second Day, by Harry W. 

Pfanz. 

Naturally, I could not have completed this work without the as- 

sistance and guidance of others. The first person I must acknowledge 

is my mentor and good friend, William A. Frassanito. Had I not, in 

1983, taken a casual glance through his Antietam: The Photographic 

Legacy of America’s Bloodiest Day, my life might have taken a much 

different path. Through his “then and now” presentations, analysis 

of early photographs at Gettysburg, and meticulous research, he has 

taught me more about Little Round Top than any other person. 

Second, I would like mention my good friend and “walking en- 

cyclopedia” Timothy H. Smith. There is nobody who knows more 

of the physical resources of the changing Gettysburg Battlefield. Our 

discussions of and ramblings on Little Round Top were invaluable
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to me. He assisted me in reading over the manuscript and helped to 
design the tour route as well. 

As is evident in reading the photo captions in this book, Ken and 

Sue Boardman of the Antique Center of Gettysburg, graciously al- 

lowed me access to and use of their enormous collection of Gettysburg 

photographs. Without these wonderful photographs, this book would 
be far less interesting. 

Of course this work would not have been completed without the 
help of my co-workers at Thomas Publications. Dean Thomas, Jim 

Thomas, Sally Thomas, Lori DeCusati, and Kay Stockton, I thank 
you. 

Other individuals and institutions were most helpful as well. 

They include: the Adams County Historical Society, Joseph Brunner, 

Fields of Glory, Ralph Forney, George Gargus, Gettysburg National 

Military Park, Rob Gibson, Justin A. Shaw, Paul V. Tierney, and An- 

drew Wolf. 

For walking the entire tour route with me, for assisting with mod- 

ern photographs, for tolerantly bearing my obsession with the 

Gettysburg Battlefield, and for making me happy in general, I must 

thank Jennifer Lynn Dangle. She has been patient and supportive 

throughout the entire process. 

' Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

February, 2000 
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The Battle of Gettysburg 

and the Defense of 

Little Round Top 
Just two months after his stunning victory at the Battle of 

Chancellorsville, Confederate General Robert E. Lee seemed as if he 

were about to achieve another at the crossroads town of Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania. The date was July 1, 1863. A quick concentration of 

his command, the Army of Northern Virginia, allowed him to over- 

whelm portions of the Union Army of the Potomac, commanded by 

Major General George Gordon Meade.' But Meade’s army took po- 

sition on the heights south of the town and on the next day posted an 

impressive defensive line with which it hoped to repel any Confed- 

erate assault. : 

By the time the fighting began on the afternoon of July 2, 1863, 

the Northern army outnumbered the Southerners by about twenty 

percent.? General Lee decided to attack the numerically superior 

Union Army on its flanks. He ordered a “demonstration” on the 

Union right flank, positioned on a rugged elevation known as Culp’s 

Hill. His main thrust, however, was to be made against the Union 

left, which rested near an unnamed, rocky hill now known as Little 

Round Top. 

Little Round Top rises 150 feet above the valley to the west. Cov- 

ered in boulders ranging in size from that of a basketball to that of a 

small house, it is a position difficult to ascend but easily defended, 

once gained.? In terms of 19th-century warfare, Little Round Top 

dominated much of the ground around it. Cannons placed atop the 

height could lob explosive shells upon an enemy to the north, west 

or southwest. Dense woods prevented a field of fire to the south and 

east. Just 600 yards to the south of Little Round Top lies its larger 

counterpart, Big Round Top. Over 120 feet taller and far more mas- 

sive, the larger hill was covered with trees. These woods would pre- 

vent any substantial use of the height as an artillery position, and thus 

rendered Little Round Top the key to that part of the battlefield.
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On the afternoon of July 2; 1863, the Union Army was formed 

in the shape of a three-mile-long fishhook, with Little Round Top at 

the eye of the hook. Early in the afternoon, however, the hill was 

abandoned by the 3rd Corps commander, Major General Daniel Sick- 

les. The New York general enjoyed the defensive nature of Little 

Round Top but was concerned about the wooded low ground to the 

north of it. Sickles felt he could not adeptly place his artillery in that 

area and feared that his command might be surprised easily. He thus 

positioned his troops, about ten thousand in all, near Devil’s Den, the 

Peach Orchard and the Emmitsburg Road where he might use his 

: i é artillery more effectively. While achieving better fields of fire, he 

“ae 2 found himself well in front of the rest of the Union Army and dan- 
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ak y \ gerously close to the enemy. Most importantly, however, his left 

Ee : / uty, iN flank, and thus the potentially vulnerable left flank of the Army of 

o é the Potomac, was not on Little Round Top, but on the easily flanked 

# # position at Devil’s Den.‘ 

a “at eS Upon being informed of Sickles’ movement, Union Army com- 

y= 28 R mander General Meade was furious, but saw that the Southerners 

2 ‘g : were ready to attack in that sector and felt it too dangerous to pull 

ES & | the Third Corps back from its advanced position. He therefore needed 

to support Sickles to the fullest. Weakening other parts of his line 

throughout the afternoon, Meade would eventually send over 20,000 

soldiers to assist Sickles.’ 

The Southerners, weary after marching through the heat and dust 

| that week, prepared to do battle with the Yankees in the afternoon. 

| ‘General Lee was heard to say of the enemy, “I am going to whip them 

| or they are going to whip me.” In this spirit, the battle plans were 

| made. Lee’s main thrust against the Union left flank was to be made 

| by the 20,000-strong 1st Corps under Lee’s trusted subordinate, Lieu- 

| tenant General James Longstreet. The troops who would come to 

Ce
me

t’
é:

 

Fm —_—a, attack Little Round Top included portions of General Evander 
fr Negu, | 4} 

sean eee | i Goat Cc | Law’s Alabama Brigade and General Jerome Robertson’s Texas 

ies “ANS | # l Brigade. 

| / ‘ E 1/2 mile i ! In the moments just prior to the Southern attack, Little Round Top 

x Ep 8 om was unoccupied, except for a few Union signalmen waving their flags. 

; a \ g | | As fate would have it, General Gouverneur Warren, Chief Engineer 

| j for the Union Army, arrived on Little Round Top at this time and gave 

: . | the position an engineer’s appraisal. It took him but a moment to 

The Gettysburg Battlefield ) assess Little Round Top’s importance. If lost to the Confederates, the
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remainder of the Union line would be compromised. Warren quickly 

noticed that the Southern line, now positioned along Seminary Ridge, 

extended far beyond the Union left flank at Devil’s Den. This would 

facilitate the easy occupation of Little Round Top by the Southern- 

ers and the day might be lost. Through Warren’s efforts, support came 

quickly.” One Sth Corps brigade of some 1,300 men from the states 

of Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania and Maine, under Colonel 

Strong Vincent, arrived at the hill first. Vincent occupied the south- 

ern slope of Little Round Top, and thus became the extreme left flank 

of the Union army at that time. 

At about the same time, 5th Corps Chief of Artillery, Captain 

Augustus P. Martin, recognized the importance of the position and 

sent a battery of six guns to gain the crest of the hill. The precipi- 

tous nature of the ground made the ascent difficult; the cannons had 

to be hauled up by hand.® 

Little Round Top from the Valley of Death, F-J. Severence, c. 1900. 
(New York at Gettysburg) 

Meanwhile, Warren, without support and seeing the enemy clos- 

ing in, galloped off to see to it himself. He did not have to go far. 

As chance would have it, the first unit Warren encountered happened 

to be the 140th New York Infantry, part of a brigade formerly under 

his command. Taking responsibility for detaching the 140th from the 

remainder of General Stephen Weed’s Brigade, Warren directed them 

to the top of the hill. The regiment, under its young colonel, Patrick 

O’ Rourke, moved toward the crest.?
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View of the Round Tops from the Confederate line, J.I. Mumper, c. 

1900. (New York at Gettysburg) 

As these supports were enroute to Little Round Top, the Southern- 

ers were pushing aside Union skirmishers. But the advance was diffi- 

_ cult, the ground rugged, and enemy artillery fire plowed the ground 

around them. To make matters worse, by the time the Alabamians and 

Texans reached the base of Little Round Top, neither brigade had all 

of its regiments together. The Texans were at half strength while the 

Alabamians were at about two-thirds. This brought some 1,850 South- 

erners into line to attack Little Round Top on the afternoon of July 2."° 

Vincent’s Union Brigade arrived just before the Rebels and had no 

time to build the impressive stone walls which stand upon the hill to- 

' day. They loaded their weapons, formed their lines, and readied them- 

selves for battle. Vincent was outnumbered, but had the advantage of 

position, of remaining on the defensive, and of fighting on Northern 

soil. The latter point cannot be overemphasized. Being in Northern 

territory illustrated the vulnerability of their homes and families. With 

such an incentive, the Yankees fought with greater determination— 

much as the Confederates did in the South. Vincent himself, just be- 

fore the battle, was said to have gazed upon a Pennsylvania flag and 

say, “What death more glorious can any man desire than to die on the 

soil of old Pennsylvania fighting for that flag?” 

The Confederates made valiant attempts to break the Union line. 

Elements of the 4th Texas succeeded in gaining a portion of a plateau 

just below the crest and were about to capture the hill when O’Rourke’s 

140th New York arrived and pushed them back after a sharp struggle. 
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The attack and defense of Little Round Top. Map I.




