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fter more than six weeks of. Sighting around Washington, Gen. Robert E. Lee’s and 
Gen. George B. McClellan's armies clash at the Battle of Antietam. Twelve hours of 
fierce fighting results in 23,000 casualties, more than 5,000 of them dead or missing. 

Although the battle ends in a tactical draw because McClellan fails to drive the Confederates 

from the field, he claims a victory when Confederate losses prevent Lee from continuing 
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WASHINGTON AT WAR | 140 YEARS AGO | 

America’s Bloodiest Day 
Union and Confederate Armies Meet in the Battle of Antietam 

Setting the Stage 
Sept. 8-13, 1862 
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"ABOUT THIS SERIES * ae 

Civil War soldiers battled their way ty 
through the region 140 years ago. ee) 

this summer. This three-part aoe: 
graphic series explores those Fs 

4 weeks, climaxing with fe 
America’s bloodiest day, 

5 the Battle of Antietam, oes, 
on Sept. 17, 1862. 

METRO SECTION ny 
Aug. 25: Setting the stage 

_ Last week: Lee invades Maryland 

. This weeks Antietam nie 

a WEEKEND SECTION 
* _ Sept 6: Guide to 

the invasion. President Abraham Lincoln uses this victory 
to make public his intent to issue an Emancipation 
Proclamation. Here is a look at the final actions that drew 
more than 130,000 soldiers to this battlefield. 

By GENE THORP—Washington Post cartographer 

Lee’s Special Order 191 McClellan Searches for Lee 
. Viewed from | 

Uncertain of Lee's strategy or strength, McClellan heads northwest toward this direction 

Frederick, gathering intelligence as he goes. The Union high command oe 
does not know if Lee intends to make a stand at Frederick, march into 
Pennsylvania, or recross the Potomac and swoop down on Washington. 
By the time McClellan arrives, Lee has left Frederick. Residents rejoice as 
Union troops enter the city. Troop morale soars at the enthusiastic reception. 

UNION ADVANCE 

While Union troops chase Lee... 

ra semi 

: Layfayette McLaws converge on Col. Dixon Miles's command 
be at Harpers Ferry. Longstreet’s column moves to Hagerstown. 

= 2 MARYLAND D. H. Hill’s column heads to Boonsboro to guard the South 

ype Mountain gaps and Lee’s supplies. 
“yLEE® J 

Lee has broken his army into five columns. Three columns 

m & “wei under Gens. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, John Walker, and 

CONFEDERATE ADVANCE 

Li) Sept. 13 

Plan Discovered ~ 
Union infantrymen 
discover a rare find while 
camped near Frederick: 
three cigars wrapped ina 
sheet of paper detailing 

Lee's plan to capture 
Harpers Ferry. Based on 
this, McClellan sends Gen. 
William Franklin to relieve 
Miles, while he plans to 
pursue and overwhelm 
Lee's segmented army. 
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® Sept. 14 

Battles of Fox's Gap 
and Turner’s Gap 
McClellan's main force 
assaults two gaps on 
South Mountain held by 
D.H. Hill and his men. The 
outgunned rebels buy 
enough time for 
Longstreet to arrive from 
Hagerstown, but the 
Union army seizes both 
gaps by nightfall. 

2,325 2,300 

South Mountain casualties ns 14 

® Sept. 14 

Battle of 
Crampton’s Gap 
Franklin's troops break 
through Crampton's Gap 
after a bitter fight with 
McLaws. They march to 
relieve Miles but halt at 
dusk when they find the 
remainder of McLaws's 
command blocking their 
path in Pleasant Valley. 

KEY 

Elica ¢ i F 

wats --Rebels converge on Harpers Ferry “¢: 
Pea QD sent 2 2) Sept. 13 & Sept. 14-15 i , 4 
eesboroug a | a 

Preparing for a Battle of Harpers Ferry Jae 

McGEELLAN, Confederate Attack Maryland Heights Surrenders Car 

wu S88 Dc FIALLECK Miles's mostly McLaws's menclinb — Asevere artillery “et 

Sake Command of inexperienced 14,000- Elk Ridge and attack bombardment frorn the ft. 
2 — \_AllU.S. Forces 
CH. BANKS J” man garrison is assembled _ the Federals, driving heights ensues. About “a 

ee Defenses of Alexandria on Bolivar and Maryland themoffthe mountain. 1,300 cavalry troops “alt 

as, ve a) : Heights, leavingLoudoun Rebels haul artilleryto escape the siege ina ee. / 

cnt! ay : Heights undefended. the vacated heights. daring nighttime breakout. = ,' ,'| ‘ 

: Allthree columnsnow = Miles’s command surren- > 
surround Miles. 

MUnion "Confederate 73 pieces of artillery and", “| 
torte 1,000 men morethan12,500men— > |. 

Caval the largest capture of US. 1 + | 
avanty. troops until World War ll. ~ 

==@5}== Civil War-era roads with an 
current route number Estimated casualties: . 

Modern roads 173 286 ' 

Bou Battle/Skirmish Heer atcents ee 
ee 

ders; he is fatally struck *_*,} , 
by a stray artillery shell 7 
just after the white flagis =~ | - 

raised. The rebels capture 

Sept. 12-15 
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