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 Civil War soldiers battled their way <
Y through the region 140 years ago
L

® , ® . this summer. This three-part pE
graphic series explores those
“ weeks, climaxing with oot
. America’s bloodiest day,

B WASHINGTON'AT WAR | 140 YEARS AGO |

)" 5,425 dead or missing

\? the Battle of Antietam, T
* g O ] s : on Sept. 17, 1862. :
2 Union and Confederate Armies Meet in the Baitle of Antietam \ , ;
2 . METRO SECTION &
5 fter move than six weeks of fighting around Washington, Gen. Robert E. Lee’s and the invasion. President Abraham Lincoln uses this victory f Aug. 25: Setting the stage
% Gen. George B. McClellan's armies clash at the Battle of Antictam. Twelve hours of ~ to make public his intent to issue an Emancipation " lLastweek: Leeinvades Maryland
= fierce fighting results in 23,000 casualties, more than 5,000 of them dead or missing. ~ Proclamation. Here is a look at the final actions that drew !«.;_5_ This week: Antietam
,g Although the battle ends in a tactical draw because McClellan fails to drive the Confederates  more than 130,000 soldiers to this battlefield. B WEEKEND SECTION
& from the field, he claims a victory when Confederale losses prevent Lee from continuing By GENE THORP—Washington Post cartographer Rs o
S = Sept 6: Guide to
<E: . *. Visiting the battlefields
= g PR '
2 Setting the Stage , N
‘ Sept. 8-13, 1862 '
MecClellan Searches for Lee { Perspeive below /[ PENNSYLVANIA Ten B0 Lee’s Special Order 191 |
3 viewed [rom 5 X il
Uncertain of Lee's strategy or strength, McClellan heads northwest toward i ; B .E":";:fs'mrg Lee has broken his army into five columns. Three columns
Frederick, gathering intelligence as he goes. The Union high command Williamsport ° 5 ,;J\ Westminster under Gens. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, John Walker, and
does not know if Lee intends to make a stand at Frederick, march into | - -';é’ \/) Layfayette McLaws converge on Col. Dixon Miles's command
Pennsylvania, or recross the Potomac and swoop down on Washington. Amﬁ?’" c’:ﬂ N at Harpers Ferry. Longstreet's column moves to Hagerstown.
By the time McClellan arrives, Lee has left Frederick. Residents rejoice as Sharpsbiirg I*’ml ] MARYLAND " D. H. Hill's column heads to Boonshoro to guard the South

Union troops enter the city. Troop morale soars at the enthusiastic reception. Mountain gaps and Lee's supplies.
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. . . Rebels converge on Harpers Ferry i
@Sept.ll @Sepr.ls @smu-w » : " ‘

UNION ADVANCE

While Union troops chase Lee. ..
o) Sept. I3 9) Sept. 14 @ Sept. 14

LEE

P
( % i
—Rockvillee__®

o=}
8
3
]
Le

ENTIRE REVOLUTIONARY WAR (1775-1783) 4,435 dead

=Sl S— esborough . ,
Plan Discovered Battles of Fox's Gap Battle of Potomacyy ] $ Preparing for a Battle of Harpers Ferry e
Union infantrymen and Turner’s Gap Crampton’s Gap LA e . McCL LLAN, (E] Confederate Attack - Maryland Heights ~ Surrenders ¥
discover arare find while ~ McClellan's main force Franklin's troops break § ‘4§>¢ Tiee x Ay 8{_3,{‘5{&“’;"0" HALLECK Miles's mostly McLaws's menclimb  Asevere artillery .
camped near Frederick: ~ assaults two gaps on through Crampton's Gap —\“‘—"fﬁ' s, =z } ok " Command of inexperienced 14,000-  ElkRidge and attack ~ bombardment from the
5 2 L = % 3 - T P \ all US. Forces i 3 s -
E three cigars wrappedina  South Mountain held by  after a bitter fight with R H = i/ man garrison is assembled  the Federals, driving heights ensues. About
e @ : 0 20 : % v BANKS ¢ / : z 3 A
sheet of paper detailing  D.H. Hilland hismen. The ~ McLaws. They march to e Wiy o Defensesof Alexandria on Bolivar and Maryland  them off the mountain. 1,300 cavalry troops . v
Lee’s plan to capture outgunned rebels buy relieve Miles but halt at .7 e Heshingtuey Heights, leaving Loudoun  Rebels haul artillery to  escape the siegeina e
Harpers Ferry. Basedon  enough time for dusk when they find the Heights undefended. the vacated heights. daring nighttime breakout. ' ,*
this, McClellan sends Gen.  Longstreet to arrive from  remainder of McLaws's All three columns now  Miles’s command surren- . " |
5 William Franklin to relieve ~ Hagerstown, but the command blocking their PRINCE GEORGE'S CO. ° surround Miles. ders; heis fatally struck ~— + =« |
© Miles, while he plans to Union army seizes both path in Pleasant Valley. S —— f by a stray artillery shell
2 pursue and overwhelm gaps by nightfall. l KEY. just after the white flagis =" -
Lee's segmented army. 2,325 2,300 - Rockville . - 57 B raised. The rebels capture |
o Union ¥ Confederate 73 pieces of artilleryand ",

: e 00| ¢ ¢_ 1000men more than 12,500 men— -
MONTGOMERY ~ ~esinme) 0
{ e o *or * Batilld the largest capture of U.S. £

: troops until World War II.
==(33y==CiVil War-era roads with

South Mountain casualties Sept. 14

current route number Estimated casualties:
{3~ Modern roads ; 173 286
: M T Harpers Ferry and
A g | HTHE Battle/Skirmish < Maryland Helghts
03 ] Sept. 12-15
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