Dear Dal, 4/18/95

I'm pleased you like Waketh the Watchman as much as you do ;_;m’;specailly because
you are a historian and becnu.e you lave read it, as + have not. I suppose this needs &~
little explanation. ,

But the rcal reasen I write is to ask you make what notes you can that may be of
help to an editor of the future. ¥With my experiences with publishers, particularly
the present pair, and little time as remains for me, rather than risk what I've heen
subjected to in the inexplicable delay in NEVEH AGATNY and the gutting of Case Open
i'd rather spend what time dogs rcmain in perfecting the record for history to the
degree possible for ne. '

I've about 20,000 iivrds on paper for the MHailer part of what has the tentative
title, Mailer's Whitewash, subtitle, Of the JFK u.ssass sination. Uhen L get a few things

/ML
’\Iuller hacl for him is %o

aught up I'm looking forward to the Schiller parte Uhd; 1.?50
me a real mystery.

For differ:nt rcasons, depending on the reriod of my life and the other work on
which I was engagemv:vi [n;;v%x;‘}aken the time to sit and r:ead’any one of my books,.

I had four weeks in wiich to write Whitewash and I ¢id. Then I was fulltine, al-
most, in trying to pl,;ce it and then in promoting it without a penny for that. lean-
while, 1'd been asked to do a series for a French agency. Vhen I'd about completed
thém they changed their minds. So i called those afliclds a book. it is Whitewash II,
&4nd as I continued my work in the Archiveés first I sdf Osiiald in New Orleans and then
FPhotographic ¥hitewash,

I was well into O in NO when Yell came to me for WWIL., It was part of the deal on
WW, which bec:me its only best-selling wof'.\ k of nonfiction for six months. After they
declincd WWIT I published it myself toward the end of 1966. It was in that Deal that
they sgid they's Iike O in NO. That was about 1 /67 The only basis for rejecting it
was libel, I did ﬁo’c want more of that mind-changing. there is no libel in it, they
aeclined it, ancf there was no point in trying to make them abide by their contracet
Heanwhile their ac hﬁntmgs were so crooked they claimed to have 125,000 copies of the
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first prn.néi,}i@rﬁi

that is not bad encugh, t got a copy of the fourth printing from them when L got a box

d while admitting two additional printings with that stock! And if

of the book to give out when lgddBessed the “hio AP editor's annual convention that lay.
They never accounted fof that printin:i. It was six months after the first. Later 1 placed
it with a small publisher whose distributor refused to handle it. They were distributed

by a major publisher. Dett )b’“ﬂ e /’()l U“% P 125,400 // Al Z !T//M‘W/Mm«?”

After + finished that ms. i turned to what I'd collected for YhotoiiW. I began it

in May had had the i‘isZT1 00 copies with sewad/bn.ndlnps, which take longer and cost much7
P4l
Fswas anly a month i re 1 started writing i;h-p/book (bbsi—e.’lmd-‘hoswcoples.



Does this give you an idea of the intensity with which I worked?

dhen I could I made twrips on which I could promote the books. But I was broke and
in debt, althoughjrhat was Much relieved by the success of WW, which did well for a
privat e printing; and on thoze trips I sought more information.

‘f’ I'4 not plannéd to continue un the ssassination after WW. I had in mind and had

polﬁ}.ri;z;i?ad much for n bool: witi, the wo/z{l
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ng title, Tiger to Ride, with the subtitle nod
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Crisise Cuba, not Cuban, 4nd this has since b(% validated in the several conferences
betwesn representatives of both side. I'd been an analyst in intlligence and although
I was then farming my mind turned to that erisis and I mde a correct abalysis of it
while it was happendng that forecast %tsﬂsolution. Dave and @Werry are aware of that
work. That tells you how early &£ had zketh the Vatchman in mind and had come to
understqnd what L wrote in it.
In recent yenrs, when 1 came to beiieve that the Iﬁl\gel who'd 'béil on ny shoulder so
long might be wearying, -'ve been rushing to get vwhat I can/'.on Paperedlong with the
other thing; that toke take, from six surgeries to innumerable trips to the surgeons
and oﬁxe%fal%ut them, some monthly and more and in Pazltimore and, as a publisher, making
packages -nany things most writers do not have to cope withe
Then there were those many FOLA lawsults, They took enormous amount of time. 4in part
this was bacauss of the manner in which 4 decA.ied to fight them. I fizf:‘lkmazw affidavits
that are of book length and are thoroughly documented. is Yave laughed . ¢'s id I was
(A8 LU Yhah Oh
writing histiry while it was bappening. Those essgd are supposed to be din file with
the federal courts, at the Department of Justice, and copies are in my f/:‘iles, Jim
Lesar's (he was my lavyer) and in Dave's at Wisconsine They "Eke up nore than two file
cabifjets!
When I saw how 1 could do NiVER AGATN! with almost no access to all those pages L
got froa those lausuits I had the\_c.jraf t doge, large as it is, in a?f):ut four months.
Whé h I saw the /t/ossibili'cies Posner and fandom liouse presented I did Case Open ,
in even less time, When your prinBut is completed you will see that 1% T92pp and 2l
not quite cowplete.
I'm very glad your psople figured out how to progrem it. Please remember when you
read it that the insertions were made in Yew York and may not be vhere they vere
intended, S0 if you notice any of that I'11 approcicte notes I can file with LY CODYe
' If a3 1I'm now {hinking and if it is possible for ne I'ly{)robably be reeding it
tc}we the case thal exculpates Uswald with the official evidence in this Hailer book.
gecause Lf&r}: “rllu&s off at the mouth and says so many stufxid things he actuhlly said that
the JFK éaseya "impenetrable." He also boasts of having studiec/ the Warren material. That
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is all 4+ need to show that the /‘evi(.ence is aunything but inprenetrable, by usingg it cited



not only to whats &au_lcr says he studicd bubt to the published sources when I published it!
ind Hailer's been hung up on the JFK assassination to my knowledge for more than
twodecades. When we met in 1973 I cven offered him accessg to all 1 huwe!
But to get to Vaketh, I do not vrecall when I began it. I was ‘l:hen also working on
Inside the JFE Assassination Industy y, now grown in the several yegrs of odds and ends
of time I've worked on it, to about 55 chaptérs. &nd ny chaptkrs are never shor‘i;.(yl' diumtfw
vrete Sanator @vsgel’ Dissents, about 20,000 vords as I recall. Then L dec;ded to
enlarge that into a book, meaning a record in the form of a book. I've done about 100,000
words on that. To explain, the only part of his dissent ¥ used at all in—th-s—avrbicle
& early, very briefly, in Wi 1V, was his reifusal to agree with the singledbullet
thepry. Without which, obviouslysthere ¢ould not bave been the issuved Warren i?teport.
ot oniy did ]{:l;ell me he was satisifed they'd not been told all the agenc:.ec' knew about
Oswald, L now have and se his prcparsv,i statement on tha‘i:, what \(e memory-holed By

WA
I started 34 probably about o/ JL.. I then had a student I‘L'tjpln Insidee S0 I got

Rankin and Uarren, _%o you may recall.feem WWIV, From his archive. 4lso from Cooper'se
another one. She is married, going to college, and works fulliime. & fine young ﬁoman
who finally had to say it was too much for her, Thus the draftof the epilogue is not re-
typed. I not opldf have no plans for including it now, L have nobody to retype it. e

The first student gradusted and got a fulltime Job. Bhe wants to continue with this
retypin: but has Little time for it and needs a new computer she cannot yet afford. She's
retyped little _fince about Thanksgiving.

As I finished the drafts of c-mpterc of Waketh that young woman got them and as she
cou!/d she retyped them. The only reading I tooir time for was when L finished each
rough (and are they rought) of a chapter, + r ead and corrected it. %hen she returned
that chapter, which was always sone time later, I then read it again. I made corrections,
she made them, and all L did 'then was ch§k the corrections. Yo the only reading I've
done is by the clmy@rs, seporated by weeks, as she returned them over a per’llod of
quit some time, &nd I may have begun it earlier because i am clear that & had t&x it
done well before the election in Hovember,

And now I ca'mot justify the time it would take to ¥ ead it away from writing I cannot
expec‘_*i to live long enough to complete.

icould have used more sources in iit. L rrcc,gl.ed, Y hope correctl3 t ﬁt L dldaf},? need
since then appeared, Schlesinger's excellent The Bitter deritage of 1966 and Halberstam's
later The Beet and the ﬁrjélghtest.

J-h\_em. ip the little time T bave nou Tor rcaduxg;.v?g I'm mbeL'Lnﬂ‘ a.t 1;10

Veanhwiile, How HcNamora has confirmed(what I had written long before he want public!
See white I'll very nuch appr.cigte any suggestions you may bave to file with each

anuscriptt @
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Dave is too tied up with his teaching and his special project for the Henominee
Indians, for whox he has beon a blessing (what he's done should amke a fine book) and
Jerry is not only departuent head but it trying to completr?a his fine job of a book

on King's The Poor Pcolt,g Campaign. “hey can't find time for any Yeading now.

If you think your i‘ornm Pii would like to read Waketh, would you make a copy for
him? 1'1% gladly pay for it. ‘ou'dl get this [2e1 ore you both opeatc to the te@.chers
convmtlonia,_,llltbo for Vase Open il you think that would interest him. You said he has
an iunterest in the JFPX assassination,.

Bocause Waketh is in g sense the sequel to the part of NEVEK AGAIN! that asked,
"ias There a “ilitary Yons ,pn,é(,y‘?" 1'11 send you tuvo copies of it when I get them. N'o,
one, you've already or:dered one from The Last Hurrah. They'll probably have it before
I do anywayd. dnd L have meny to wrapg and scnd.

I've already sugrested to Pdve that when he retires, which he is negotiating, he

vay went to go¥e over these manuscriots, and Jerry, who can speak for Hood on it
Jf(anu Hood gets a1t #t x # ny rights anid work and propecty) likes the ideas

I'11 lose s 1ittle mors i;j_x;zc todsy, pleasantly. it is Lil's 831‘(1 birthday and
i'm talding her to lunch. With a little shoppin;; and picking up your faz at the‘
papers L've gspokent to them they vers prepaved for it, and if possible I'11 let all else
go when we are home and will go over ite

Please believe me, the adversity you expecet at the %ehers convention you can
turn toe your advintage if you do what - learded by exberience on the first TV show L
gver did in How York. YWhe thing I docz.ed in advence those four erudite lawyers could
not fioce was Humes'! certification of ln.s destroying his autipsy drafi. That show =z
was such a smash Hetromedia, then big and now bigger as Fox, decided to do a show The
/V%.nori‘uy ?eport. When I was no les i[Vl{’OI'UU.o then “he (JOm.UU.SulOH lawyers, who had

declined to apprar on it, asked Tor their owm 111&1}01‘1"37 eport—s:x.*c of them, Yhen I
asked the station to return the comphment and invite me as they had those lawyers
and the station agreed, allf six of thosie Yommission lawyers backed out, having seen
what 1 was prepared to do with the, To them, They g ¥e their show up.

‘)on 't defend, Put them on the defenstve. P‘hea/?noL know nearly what you do, they
wili be Limited to what they know of the cificial mythology and more likely the frauds
like Yosner's and they'll Lﬁ child's play for you.

I did not expect to taie this long but 1 did want you to understand that if you
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have time for any suggestions they can be usedful. A4nd why.

Lovey



In I%niing and corr.:cting this I was z'emindéd of what may interest if not amuse you.

That fivet TV show was lubte in 1966. In 19786 L found in the records I got from the
£BL that its Hew Lork office had tried to prepare tlicse four able and articulate law-
yers on that show'to do me in, ) '

in my reference to my trips, the lasgt one I made 4o California was in October, 1968,

In San Fpencisco I was the hous: gugst of one of JK's lady friends, a fine #nd a
w.althy woman. Ve ot 2long very well, diked each other, a.nJ she agreed that when i was
next therc we'd do an orsl history she'd put the tapes of away until afiter her children

.

were grown, AmAd 7~ F A'/ 5

But I never had the need to go back to VYalifcnia on work, did not have the noney to
do it to promote bocks, and then she died rather young.

That would not have been for my writing. It would have been to have that portralt
of tho man from ane vho :me. him well and intimatelye.

He was quite explicit with her ou his love of Jackie. 4nd he ohB.I‘(i/ with her his
beiief that ;Iackie also hiad men friend several of whom he nsmed,

Not including Onasis. _

That was a fine woman and she felt for hin so much she wept many times as ve talke@/.

The two of us alone. #1l the tiie I wus not promoting books on radio and TV, for al-

most a weulk, vhen 1 had tou leave for other speaking ongagements.



