Dal McGuirk 5/15/94
93 Pah Rpad Epsom

Auckland 1003

Hew Zealand

Dear Dal,

The beautiful calendar came Friday, not a good day. for our looking at it. I post-
poned that until this morning. &nd it is magnificent! Iﬁ every ﬁay, including the
fost and trouble the museum went to. Both, I think, were not inconsiderable. Even the
photograply, or should I say it in particular, is superb. From what I remember being
taught about your native peoples so many years ago I would have believed some of that
surk, the carving in particular, would have been impossible. What is also impressive
to me is ﬁhat people went to such trouble to preserve and show and explain so much
:bout those people. I do not recall any calendar so much a work of art and so designed
to endure and be so much more than a mere calendar. I was surprised by the weight when
i got it from the mailbox and impressed by the determination to make it both durable
and magnificent, We approciate it and the cosf and trouble you went to to get it to
us. How I'll continue thinking of its preservation were it can have meaning. dnd be
appreciated,

Ours is one ol the earlier almost all-glass homes. Host of the outside walls are

of sone of he earliest Thermopane windows. They are of an evacuated double glass of
plate—glass thickness. With time slight traces of air penetrate snd now, after all the
years, mavks appcar on the inner surfases that cannot be washed off. Lil gave up on

that a few years ago, Vhat it means is that lacking the solid surfaces of most homes
there is little wall surface for—E;EQ'hanging things to4for chests of drawers. But there
is also a great advantage going with these disadvant:ges: we can see so much. ¥rom the
duer that come so close to our home to the pair of Uanzdian wild geese known as "honkers"
who have moved in for their mating. They have talen a fancy to the_swimming pool close
%o thdkitehen door althoush they also use the pond abput 100 feet away on the opposite
side of the housc. We feed them on the patio at the house end of +the pool and they do
not rush off when, if there is no feed, we ease out to leave it for them. I am not now
able to take the +time I did when we far%ﬁg nd had three of four families of honkers

vho would come to me to be fed and %;g;%/€;:;r young £or that and when,f‘got them to
trust me to where they would eat pieces of bread from my mouth without bitin:; me.

YWhat made friday vhen we got home not an appropriate time from appreciating beauty
is that I had the first auto accident since the late 1960s and like then, it was the kind
one could nsver anticipate and like then, I was innocent and the car had to be towed for
repair. Bach time it was caused by an i¥responsible woman dashing into the thoroughfare,
then from an alley durin; @ sNowstorm and Friday actually backing out of her driwoway

into a road with a 35 mph speed limit.Fortunately Friday's was close to home and also



fprtunately there seems to be no real injury to this aging body. There was a visible
contusion on my lef't knee, which hurt immediately, while I was being tossed into the
air. And since then there has been some manifestation of somethi%} else that & sup-
posezwilif%& wear off on both knees. No real pain but the mere suggestion of some
invisible injury.

It happened while I was returning from my early mornings of Hondays, Wednesdays and
Friadays, of wééking, blood-iesting and physical therapy, with F}iday the day the
orthopaedic surgeon was to mxamine the cast on Lil's left arm, where she'd broken her
wrist in filling while doing some weeding. lg pruhounced her OK and he exa .ined my
left knee and said no internal damage he could detecto }

I was again impressed with so much of what happens with and comes fromsccumulating
SO many yéars. I got a Ford Tempo as a rental car I'1l probably be using for at least
two wecks from the car-rental agency close to the auto dealer for my make to which I
had the car towed. It is with some difficulty that we get into it and out of it. Yet
it is not at all a compact. .4nd the estimate on the repairs is almost twice what I
pééa for a new 1941 Plymouth. But then the two new hearing aids, tiny things that they
are that 1 get this coming Friday, cost $8 more than my annual salary on my first gov-
ernment job. .

The entire right #iront end of my car has to be replaced, from the fender in and
in€luding such framing as, I suppose it is part of the framing, the strﬁ%ég.

However, beginning with a fine and conscientious and thoughtful State trooper,
everything has gone well. 4t my age that is mesningful. He gave the woman a ticket

and so *

would not have to stend when J should not gave me all the information my

insumance company woul 4 need, even the number on the report he would file, Ee phoned.
the dealership and had a tgﬁtruck come. It drove me homc first. And a ‘neighbor outside
of whose house it happened phoned ¥il to assure her that I was OK and that the accident
vwas the cause of my delay, which alrszady had her concerned, (ke had to come out because
with a demolished rishtsfront tire I had stopped as soon as I could-blocking his drive-
vay and he had to drive his wife o Hood College, vhere she is on the music faculty,
For a recital . ‘his is the college yu2ur's end. MeKnight is so bogged down in it I've
not heard from him in several weeks,(He is more than usually anxwious for the end because
he has grant that enables him to go to ﬂémphis to work in some original materials at a
college in “emphis, vhere Dr. #ing was killed, to finidh a fine book he has done on
King's last major profject, the Poor Feoples' Campaign. Host of the book is on the FBI's
intrusions into it.)

There is otherwise little new here. The reaction I get to Case Open is fine and I

get letters and calls almost daily, @ many as six letters a dayy despite ths butchery
o f what I did.At least 3/4 was Just cut out and there was no editing. In fact the

character of the book was changed with what was eliminated, That was most of thé chapters,



in toto. Addressing what Posner— from whom not a'peep with the book on sale at least
a month -~ corrupted provided an unintended structure for the total exculpation of
Oswald and that from the official evidence alone. With pictures, all official and all
eliminated from the booke fub date is not until tomorrow. I've heard of no reviews in
any newspapers. Yo word of any advertising or promotion and I expect virtually none.
There will be some in minor pyblications and newsletters that friendt/will do. Friends
in the major media, most of whom have died or retired, will be inhibited by the shib—
boleth that all the politifal assassinations are, JFK's most of all,

The book is being used in a lewsuit that is being kept secret because both sides
have an interest in an out-of-court settlement in which Random House, the publisher,

has a real interest in word of it not getting around, My friend Yoger Eeinman, formerly
with CBS Hews, is the lauyer for my former friend fobert Gooden. The suit is not for
libel but for using Groden's picture in an ad for the book in which he was one of six
listed as "wanted"ﬁjtha suggestion being by the police. Random House dumped on the
Julge, along =hith a cgyy of Posner's hook, a wide assiriment oi the most glowing revieuws
of it. Feinman drafﬁﬂz lengthy affisavit for me to sign based on Case Open. Filing must
be by this coming Friday, tomorrow th- first of five days. There were mistake#in it
and some s€rious omissions. The affidavit was delivered just as the man from the auto-
rental agency got here. I went over it by phone with geinman yesf?érday morn%%ﬁ, in
effect midday fof me, and I should have the corrected version Tuesday morning. Because
it is under oath and detailed, it should open the judge's eyes. Under oath I am subject
to perjury, as the Random.fﬁusf?i—iawyers are not with what they fifl and the validity
ofg which I challenge under oath.

The advantage to Groden, who has become thoroughly irresponsible, of the case not
going to trial is that he gets both cash and exonerétion expeditiously and painlessly.
The advantage to Random House and Posner is that it avoids unpleasant attention with the
paperback reprint due in Scptember,

I am still hopeful that §ill happen, The editor of The New York Beview of “ooks

told me by phone that he'd read the long aricle article I'd written about Posner and
his booke ‘e said he was interested enfugh to have it read the day aftir he gets it.
That should have been Thursday or Friday a week ago and I've not heard from hime I take
it that means he has not decided against it anyway. So, I'mé hopeful. _
. With two and a half hours before daylight I'd best get on FES yesterday's mail so
that it will be done by daylighf and L can then walk out and get the Bunday Washington
Post and go over it before eturnigg-to quiig;ﬁx;é@@ifﬁE§§§igajigg*£ggggiéfz, a lengthy
manuseript ! begen before Pomner's and Livingstone's and the rest of the %30th-anniversary
trash appeared and on which I've never been able to work continuously. The chpater on
my desk wé@ﬂhgéiﬁiﬂbegun about a month ago and I've not been able even t9 look at it

sinfe then,Hauy than&ﬁ’fot that vork of fcaring art and out love,



