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Lynn D. Compton, 
Sirhan Prosecutor, 
Named State Judge 

BY RON EINSTOSS 
Times Staft Writer 

Lynn D,_(Buck) Compton, who 20 
ears ago left the Los Angeles police 
orce to begin a Career as a county. 
rosecutor, was nominated Thurs- 

ay by Gav. Reagan ta the "ad Dis 
rict Court of Appeal here, ~ : 

Compton, according to Dist, Atty. 
uvelle J. Younger, will be the first 
wrmer: policeman to; advance as 
igh as the appellate court level in 
alifornia, istgahcpe tne ye 
The nomination is subject to con- 

| firmation by the Commission on Ju- 
dicial Appointments. If ‘approved, 
Compton will succeed Justice Do- 
nald R. Wright, recently appointed 
chief ‘justice of the State Supreme 
Court. =» ys 
“Last year Compton headed the 
coer team that-proseeuted-and 
convicted Sirhan B. Sirhan for*the 
slaying of Sen, Robert’ F. Kennedy. 

Came as a Mild Surprise 

His acceptance of the appointment, 
came.as at least a mild surprise be- 
cause the ex-UCLA foothall star and 
war hero was considered the leading’ 
candidate to become district. attor- 

| 

ney if Younger is successful in his 

| appointment by the County Board of 

campaign for state attorney general. 

It isno secret that Younger favored 

his 48-year-old longtime aide for the 

Supervisors as his successor. 5 

The district attorney's job, if it 

becomes available, now would have 

to be rated a tossup among several 

candidates, including some Superior 

Court judges who have indicated an 
interest in it. 3 

Commenting on his chief deputy's 

new assignment, Younger said 

Compton is a distinguished lawyer 
nd a brilliant scholar. 

Occupy Judicial Position f 

"His appointment must serve as an 

nspiration to many young people 

who have to do it-the hard way," 

Younger said, referrring to Comp- 

ton's working his way through law 

school.as a police officer. 4: j 

"To the best of my knowledge, he 

will occupy the highest judicial posi- 

tion any former policeman has ever 

occupied in this state, if not the na- 

tion," Younger added. - r ‘ 

Compton, a Republican, brought 

the same hard-nosed attitude to the 

courtroom that he earlier displayed 

in collegiate athletics and, on- the 

+ battlefield. — 5 

~ He captained the baseball team.as 
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‘a catcher at UCLA in 1942, 
making -all-conference, 
and he started at guard in » 
the 1943-Rose Bowl Game 
against Georgia. ete 

_ »During World War II as 
a first lieutenant with the 
10Ist.. Airborne. Division, 

mpton was awarded the 
Silver Star, Bronze Star’ 
and Purple Heart, He now, 
is a lieutenant colonel. in 

‘Air Force’ Reserve. ~ 
Compton's "appointment 

to the bench is the-second 
time he has been called 
upon by Reagan. >< 

. The governor last year 
named him to the Califor- 
nia Crime Technological 
Research Foundation, 
which serves as the re- 
search. and development 
arm of the California 
Council on Criminal’ Jus- 
tice—the statewide plan- 
ning and ‘coordinating 
agency in the field’ of 
crime prevention and con- 
trol. 4 

He joined the district at- 
torney's officein 1951 af-: 

ter: four years ‘asa police’ 
officer. 90) Rie : 

“ Compton’ has had exten-» 
Siye-trial experience and 
last appeared ae corres 4 
Toom during: the Sirha: 
trial, He delivered a stirs’ 
ting closing argument in” 

which ‘he successfully 
asked the jury to. convict 

Sirhan of first-de'gree 
\murder and to reject. the 
defense contention ' that 
- the Palestinian immigrant 
was’ ;temporarily insane’ 
when-he shot Kennedy, - 

nce 1962, when he be- 
head deputy in the: 

istrict “attorney's Long 
papa branch office, 

ompton primarily -has. 
; been engaged with. admi- 
' istrative. duties, .)\ : 
- “He was named chief de- 
puty district attorney, the. 
No. 2 job in the largest _ 
prosecutor's office in the 
world, in 1966 after serv- 
ing as both chief of the 

/ area and branch’ offices 
sand assistant district- at- ae teriees = eae aR 

Compton worked under 
‘four district attorneys and 

% 

‘~ Compton is “nationally 

~ ney's office performs. what 
e the district attor- 

Compton described as °a 

known in the field of cri- 
wninal law.'He is a member 

of the governing council of 
the American Bar Assn.'s 

* criminal law section. 

in Los Angeles ‘and attenfi- 
Compton, who was. bogn 

ed Los Angeles High 



Schadl, lives with his wife, 
Donna, and daughters, 

~ Cindy, 15, and Tracy, 13, 
; in Palos’ Verdes. 2 

Gov. Reagan also nom- 
“inated Appellate. Justice 

ae ome hedee, presi ice 
- District: Court of. Appeal, 
_ Division 2, San. Bernardi 
“No; succeeding Hilton’Mc- 
Cabe, who has retired. 
And the’ recommended 

that Riverside County Su- tt 
or Judge John G. Gah- 

~ 60, be appdinted | 
cceed ( “su


