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INTRODUC;EIT)F

Many critics of the Warren Com-
mission Report have expressed
the opinion that ‘the top U.S.
military brass played an impor-
tant, if not dominant, role in
planning the assassination of
President Kennedy, The following
‘excerpts from the actual tran-
scripts of the Clay Shaw trial
shed interesting light on that,
question. .

Transeript from Clay Shaw Trial
(Questioning of Lk. Col. Pierre
Finck) o

Q: 'rhi.s puzzledmatﬁenme
the wound in the back, and you
couldn’t find an exit wound? You
were wondering about where this
‘bullet was or where the path was
olng, -were, youmt" 5

Well, at pa‘r&mlar.ume; -
mwm didn’t you call the
doctors at Parkland or attempt to
ascertain what the doctors at
Parkland may have done or may

mamwmeﬂw!'reddmrs |

By ke =
A: I will mmind youamtlwas

not in charge of tﬁis mi;epsy,
that Ivras callad— "‘_ bedt; ;

Q: You ware a ebr-wthor o! the
Teport though, we:mrtyou, Doc-

torp

A; Wait, I was called as a con-
sultant to look at these wounds;

that doesn't meg\n I am rmmlng

you have to en-ordiniiaﬂmmr- ‘

aﬂonmordingbdirecﬁm

Q: Butyouwereunaoﬂheunree.'

qualified pathologists standing at
that autopsy table, were you mt,
Doctor?

A: Yes, I was,

Q: Was thisA.rmyGeneral nqual. :

ified pathologist?
A: No,

Q: Was he a doctor?
A: No, not to my knowledge.

Q: Can you give me his name,
Colonel?
A; No, I can't, I dop’t remember,

<+ “iihigy

Q: DO wuhm to nave we
photographs and X-rays taken of
President Kennedy's body at the
time of the autopsy and shortly
thereafter? Do your =
A: 1 do not have X-rays or

photographs of President Ken-

nedy with me,

Q- How maur other mfl&tarypep
sonnel were present at the au-

topsy in the autopsy room?

A: That autopsy room was quite

crowded, It s a small autopsy

room, and when you are called

in cirmmsumes 1ike that to look

at the wound of the President of

the United States who is dead,

you don't look around too much
to ask people for their names
and take notes on who they are
“and how many there are, Idlﬂ:_-,

not do so, The room was crowd-

~ed with military and elvilian

personnel and - federal agents,
Secret s::rvi‘us _agents, FBI

agents, forpu'toflhe anh:ps)'
‘but I cannot give you a precise
- breakdown as regards the attend-
ance of the people in that au-
- tepsy room at Bethesda Navat
- Hospital.

Q: Colonel, d!dmte&lthdgmn
haﬂﬁohkeordmmthis-\rmy

- General that was there dimeﬁng'r

_ the autopsy?
A: No, WMRWmuﬁlers
there were Admirals,

particular photograph, as being
similar to somsﬂung you have
seen before during the investi-
gation of the assasstnaﬁon of
President Kennedy? o g

~ A: This black-and«white rép -
~duction is similar to a bullet
that, as best I can remember, I

saw tor manrstﬁms i,uﬁmh :

Q- Colmel let me ask ]nnu this_
way: Speﬁmzﬂmnemm“ z
the bullet, I ask you whether or

~not you testified in front of the
‘Warren Commission that that
_;Wﬂhﬂlﬂtmﬂ&mtmma,
- done the damage to Governor
- Connally as there were too many

bullet fragments in Governor
Conmu)r'swdﬂ. Did vou or did

| You not answer that-in front of
_the Warren Commission in an-
~ swer to- aqmsﬂnubyl{r Spec-
_ter? It appears on page 382 of
- oyour tnsthnon;f of the Warren

Teshmony from the Clay Shaw trial

Q: There were Admirals? j
A: Oh, yes, there were Admirals,
and - when you are a Llautanam

Colonel in the Army you just

_ follow orders, and at the end of

the autopsy we were specifically

told—as I recall A, it was by

Admiral Kenney, the Surgecn’

~General of theNnvy—.mm;ssub.
ject to verification—we were
.Specifically taw not to discuss the
egse, ©

Qs Dﬁ-m hm a;yintoma. |

‘ton nwatlﬂ:le, Dﬂcﬁor from peo-
_ple at tha s::ane w‘ho heard four
slmts-?

C AT From the assa_ssmaﬁm on I

raport. Ductar, heféra youam:ad

your signature to uus did you
talk to anyone or: hm any re-
- ports available from people who
heard four shots at Dealey Plaza
‘'on November 227 j
A; 1don’'t remember any,

Q: Doctor, I now show you State
Exhibit M and ask you if you
recognize what is depicted in this

Keport abont ihe mkﬂle or the

A: reﬁs as rouow -coum
- that bullet possibly have gone
ﬂmmgh }?residmt

Cmmaﬂrs rlghtwrm-;- «No, for
the reason there are too many
fragments dwcribed in that
wristr o X

Mr, Oser: Thank you chggr
~that fs the point T am talkmg
“about, -

Q: Calone! do you customarily

' take potice of newspaper articles

/in an avtupsy report?
A: At times it is done,



Q: Therefore, Doctor, am I cor-
rect in stating that particular
autopsy report signed by you
was based partially on hearsay
evidence, is that correct? By
that T mean evidence received by
someone other than you having
actual personal knowledge ol the
thing?

A: Having not been at the scene 1
had to getin formation n'om some
body else.

@: Did youhaveoccasionto read a
‘newspaper article of November
22 or 23, which reported there
were fonr to six shots fired and
they came from the grassyknoll,
being stated by Miss Jean Hill?
Did you read that betﬂre m
 made your report?
A: 1don't recall readlng ‘that be-
fore 1 made the rmrL I may
have been aware ‘at that time of
conflicting reports as regards the
number and the difference in the
direction of the shots, but T can-
not pinpoint B:e ‘time,

Q: Since y:m are referring to
the Washington Post— 4
A: Would you repeat that?
THE COQURT: Mr, Oser, speak
into the microphone, it mn‘y help
a little bit.

BY MR, OSER;
Q- Since you are dealing with the
Washington Post article of No-
vember 23, 1963 in your au-
topsy report 1 wondered if you
had an ocececasion to either read
“the article or have it brotght to
your attention, that one Charles
Brehm, one o! the spectators
close to the Presidential lim-
ousine, saw material which ap-
peared to be a sizeable por-
tion of President Kennedy's skull
MR, DYMOND; Objection, that is
not in evideneces
(Some pagas missing here)
THE COURT: Mr, Oser’s gues-
tHion is, did ¥ou and the other
two persm personally interview
these people or get it from an-
other source?
THE WITNESS: 1 personally talk-
ad to. Admiral Berkley, the per-
sonal physicianto President Ken-

nedy. I personally talked to Ad-
miral Galloway, who was refer-
ring to a third witness present
at the scene, There may have
been others leading us to the
statement that to the best of our
knowledge at that umetherewere
three shots fired,

BY MR, OSER:

Q: Doctor, speaking of the wound
to the throat area of the Presi-
dent as you described it, after
this bullet passed thrrmgh the
president’s threat in the manner
in which you described it, would
the President have been ‘able to

talk? :
A: I don't know,

Q: Do you have an opinion?

A; There are many factors in-
fluencing the ahility to talk or
not to tﬂk a!ter 131#11:.

Q-ngyuuhavaanbei:astoam
dissect the track of that partic-

ular bullet in the victim 2s it -

lay on the autopsy table?
A: 1 did not dlssectlhatrackin
the mk

Q: Why? iy 5

A: This leads us lntu !he dls-
closure of medical records,

MR, OSER; Your Honor, Iwmﬂd
like an answer trom ale Colonel

and I would ask'l‘haCnurtsom_

direct,

" THE COURT: 'rhatzsmnect m

should answer, Doctor

THE WITNESS: Wedidn’tremove :
the organsof tha neck. =C 0

BY MR, OSER:
Q: Why nat.,Docton

_ A; For the reason that we;wena :
told to éxam!nelhebeadwaunds :

andﬂ!at&e——

| Q: Are you saying éoménne told

you not to dissect the track?
THE COURT: Let him ﬁnlsh his
ANSWer, : 3

THE WITKESS: I was told that
the family wanted anexamination
of the head, as I recall, the head
and chest, but theprosecutors
in this autopsy didn’t remove the

organs of the neck, to my re-

collectton.

'BYMHOSER.

“Q: You have said theydld not 1

want to knew why didn't you as 2
an autopsy pathologist attempt

to ascertain the track through
the body which you had on the
autopsy table in trying to as-
certain the cause or causes of
death? Why? =

A: T had the ecause of death,

Q;_Why _did you _not trace the
track of the wound? U=
A; As T recall T dide’t remove
these organs from the -neck- ‘
Q: 1didn't hear you, :
A: 1 examined the wounds but
I didn't remove the orgars of
the neck,

Q: You said you didwt do this; -

I am asking yvou why didnt you
de this as 4 pathologist?

A: From what I recall 1 looked
at the trachea, therewas atrach-
eotomy wound the best I can re-
member, but I didn't dissect or
remove these organs,

MR, OSER. Your Honor, I woitla
_ask the witness to - aunswm' my
question,

BY MR, OSER: -

Q: I will ask you the question
one more time: Why did you nut
dissect the track of the bullet
wound  that you have described
today and you saw at the time of

_ the autopsy at the time you ex-

_amined ﬂmboerhr’Iaskmtn

; answnrthatqnest!

A: As T recall stsmtduotto
bnt Idon’l remember bywbom.

Q— Ytn were mm not tobutyuu
don'fremamharhy whumz A
A ngnt. s :

Q- Conld it mg been one otthe
Admirals or one orr the Genera!s
in the room7

--—A- I don't recall.

Gl° : uyou have any pa:ticular T

reason why you cannot recan
at this time? ;

_ A: Because we wa:o ﬂold ﬁ)—or—
_amine the head and the chest
cmq, and that doesn’t include
the mmnl ot thaomns af the
neek..

Q: You ax‘s one of the three au-

~ topsy spedalisis and pathologists

_ at the time, and you saw whad:
~ you descrlhed ‘as an entrance
wound in the neck _area of the
Pres!dent of the United States who

had just been assassinated, and

You were only interested in the

_A: 1 was interested in the track

0 and I had observed the conditions

“of bruising between the point of

_entry in the back of the neck and
~ the point of exit at the front of

the neck, which is entirely com-

'patlhlewmx thebulletpath. s

Q- But you were told not (93;1
into the area of the neck, is that

- _your testimony?

A. From what [ mm yes - but
I don't remember by wl'mm. A,

Q: B’id yonatﬁuupttopmbeﬂus
wound in the badrof,tke neck?
A: Yes, g

THE COUHT: Ithonghtyouwm 3

referring to your notes, Doctor, -
MR, OSER: I asked thewﬂnass-—-

. THE COURT: I heard your ques-

tion, I was just wanting toknowif

you were waiting for an answer,

THE WITNESS: T think I went
first to the-—I saw these photo-
graphs and X-rays to the best

of my recollection at the ar--

chives of the United States in

. January 1967, the photographs,
for the first time.

THE COURT; He didn't ask you

~ that question, He wanted to Know

who asked you to do this, Was
that your question?
MH, OSER;: Yes, sir,

(Please turn to Page 151

- other wound but not interested in 1
~ the track through his neck, is
'i'hztwbatyou are telling me?









