
soul-searthing ~— Weekend’ 
decided nat to tel Noguchi testy. 

said he was resting Hs ome, 

Miuareee Upsets County ~ 
“The m an euver upset County 

the commission ruled that 
such a statement was not 

admissable. ~~ 
The statement, which 

was rejected as. evidence 
by the commission before 

the start of Monday's ses- 
sion, read in part: 

. “Dr. Noguchi has ex: 
pressed to me his concern 
for his departmental fami- 
ly in the coroner's office .=. 

*Dr.- Noguchi's feelings 
for the employes of the 
coroner's office .are the 
same today as they were 
during his tenure of office 
as chief medical examiner. 
coroner, 

"He has stated to: me, 1 
am interested in the salva- 
tion, not the destruction, 
of the family’... 

"He now has instructed 
me that -he, an exper- 
ienced expert witness in 
some. 500 cases, although 
eager to testify in this 
matter, will not engage in 
an oratory where condem- 
nation of some employes 
cannot -be avoided and 
future harmony: would be 
jeopardized. 

would warrant we ub 
charge of Dr. Noguchi." 

"I take full responsibility 
for this opinion which I 
have expressed to, him," 
the lawyer added. ° 

Isaac and Noguchi, the 
statement went on, believe 
that the hearing could be 
closed now for the good of 
the coroner's office. 

Wants Model Office - 

"Dr. Noguchi, the un- 
admissable statement said, 
"wants the office to... 
become a’ model for coro- 
ners' offices all over the 
world, 

"He desires to resume 
his duties as its chief and 
to preserve the dignity of 
both the office and him- 
self. ‘He: is” striving ~for 
excellence, not paralysis." 

Issac said that the near- 
ly 60 witnesses he called 
“have” told the Noguchi story." 20 Soe 

Before. Isaac rested fi his 
case, he called as a witness 

"As a dedicated public 
servant, he abhors the 
cheap success which 
would come from castigat- 
ing a handful of his subor- 
dinates.” 

Isaac said in his state 
ment that he had reviewed 
the testimony to date and 
found “nothing which 

ane 

Tt... Col. William: Berner, 
an: Army ~ flight surgeon 
“who took part in the inyes~’ 
figation of the crash of'a 
Tos Angeles Airways heli- 
copter in May, 1968. 
Pye ee attached to 

e National Transporta- 
tion Safety Board, ‘testi- 
fied that Noguchi's 
processing of the crash 
victims ‘was "well orga- 
nized—much better than 
we find in many othes 
places." 

He said he dictated: 2 
letter to the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervi- 
sors on behalf of the 
Safety Board commending 
Noguchi and other county. 
officials for their part in 
the investigation inte the 
crash. 

Berner said he found 
Noguchi to be "a normal 
human being, calm and 
reserved." F 

Under Submission ¢ 

Rebuttal testimony {s 
expected to take several 
days, and then the three- 
member Civil Service 
Commission will take the 
entire case under submis- 
sion. 

President Capen este 
mates that it could take 
the commission up.to a 
month. to review all the 
lengthy testimony and de- ~ 
cide whether Noguchi ; 



‘should be’ reinstated to the - 
coroner's job. = “E- 
“The other, two commis- 

stoners are’ Mrs: Thelma 
Baler, and Harry, AL 

Noguchi was fired fron 
the $31 fed job last 
March 18: oard of 

cer, of taking * ies in 
‘excessive quantities, act- 
fhg erratically, threaten- 
ing to kill county Officials,” 
bullying: employes and ex- 

| pressing: a“desire for air 
es here with are 

losses of life. 

coroner's job back to him. 


