
pau EBERLE. 
strange aadunprecedented — 

hearings on Dr. Thomas No- 
guehi’s fight to regain his job 
as County Coroner continue into 

i pelr third week, with perhaps 
most exotic and bizarre char- 

ges” ever made against a public 

official. 
\ “Noguchi has been accused of 

weatening to assassinate pub- 
i¢ Officials, praying for airline 

Pebas: taking drugs- and most 
‘sinister of all- smiling at an 
autopsy, to name just a few, Yet 
‘until recently, he was praised by 
the.county supervisors as an out- 
‘standing pathologist andcoroner, 

Nobody is quite sure what 
caused the change, and brought 
‘about the strange charges that | 
haye been levelled against him, 

PLE, (To Dr. Noguchi); The al- 
legation has been made that your 
‘testimony at the Sirhan trial was 
cut short, and that you were not 

permitted -to-tell” the full story _ 
of the Robert-Kennedy~autopsy. 
If you know something that_has 
not beén made public yet, itseems 
to me that you are much more in 
danger by Keeping it to yourself 
than you wou e_ by m: ing it 
ere Were you going to 
awn judge stopped you? 

ell, as T re 
ge abe teat The 
reason he stopped me was that the 

‘judge did not want t to Maver zde- 
tailed: des: 
transcript, Although I explained 
the general direction of the four- 

-or-three. gunstiot wi the 
ones I labeled one, 0,3 ied one feo, an / 
three, and | eneral di 
Poa a of the ble oa rar 
from right 
And at that a at ine ausaee 
soneter ners 

cesgary information, inform: 

Ss Was it your impression 
‘that tere. was. more one 
assassin? rf - 
NOGUCHI Well, 1 really copld- 
nt tell, because only com- 
parable bullet was found in the ey 
back Of the neck, and #f the neck, and the others 
were fragmented. And mented, And another 
bullet “ho! went__through and 
through, S Sol really couldn't tel), 

P.E.y Many people had the feeling 
when the judge stopped you, that 
he didn’t want that testimony to / 

high class phata by vaul eberle 

‘be heard, Was that your feeling? 
NOGUCHE, Well, thatwas the 

ithe autopsy on ‘Senator ‘Kennedy, 
‘the County Supervisors Said it. 
‘was the most thorough. autopsy 
he all time, and praised you 

‘NOGUCHE The supervisors Said 
‘it, and also quite a number of 
Pathologists said it, 

atl piwect theca pes: 
eking you? — 

NOGUCHI Some of them are the 

same. people, Supervisors, for 

example, I don't know what their 
motivation was, as far as ousting 
me, but it seems to me that Mr, 
Hollinger prepared the charges 
and the supervisors went along 

with it without checking it, 

P.E,; They were going to appoint 
you to another county hospital, 
and now they say you are-and 
were-crazy, I you were crazy, 

why were they going to appoint 
you to a county hospital? > 
NOGUCHE Will you pee tell 
ME why? 

.E.; Have you been told to be 
Silent ~ant—not—to-tell- wnat you 

know about the Kennedy ass- 

“SoGUCHE, “Well, I was ordered 
foot to disciss~anvthing In detall 
during the trial, However, ‘Tdon't 

MA think ‘that fat Testriction h holds now, 

BLE: Have you been threatened 

Fr intimidateay 

OGUCHE Not recently, In the 
past, yes. Shortly after the ass- 
assination our office received a 

eat and a bomb scare, 

» 

P_E.: Was it your impression that 
these were merely crackpots or 
Serious threats? 
NOGUCHI, Well, you never know, 
Pm sure that "Robert Kennedy 
himself thought that all the 
threats he received were crack- 
pots, until he received the fatal 

F wound, I do not take such mat- 
ters lightly because you never 
AoW which one is serious, 

PB, Es “In view of the imsy case 
‘the county has presented against 
you—no case at all really—what - 
will you do if they refuse to re- 
instate acd you appeal to a 

NOGUCHE: I would think so, But I 
think we will have afavorable pe 
cision here y very Soon, — 3 
To Godfrey Isaac, Dr, Noguchi’s 
attorney: | 

YPSE,: The. allegation has been 
made that ‘Dr--Noguchi is being 
slandered _and discredited he- 
“cause of what he knows about the 

{ assassination of Sen. Robert Ken- 
‘nedy, that - this_whole thing is 

an attempt to destroy his_ ske- 

dibility forever, .. 

tion qo 
they fi ‘ontacted me, my feel- 
ing was, a 3. for. heaven's | Sake! 
What is_all this? But then as 
we've gone along, I'ye seen more 
and more evidence of itand Pll 
wre you an Fan comer 

3 , 1968, and shortly, thereafter, 
I think about t the eleventh | day of 
June, ‘the Board of Supervisors 

y called 
ry the most complete and thorough 

Ten months later,—and two 
onths after the discharge of Dr, 
mas Noguchi, the County of 

Los Angeles amended the charges 

to allege that during the autopsy, 
he was glassy eyed, his thoughts 

were dissociated, and that the 
autopsy would have no value at all 

{f another doctor hadn't been 
there, This is a flat lie, It is un- 

true, Not only de I assure you 
that it’s untrue, but Dr, Henry 



Seaiienal esteem was iets: mee 
_ Holloway, of the coroner's Office — 
who now moderates his view a 
little bit, but on a taped inter- 
view said it was superior, Dr, — 

Victor Gosen, a very fine patho- 
logist at Mt, Sinal Hospital says : 

(Please turn to Page 18) 

that they weren’t the usual 

type, Interestingly endugh, ‘our 

pwork, cen of the papers re- 
ating: to this hearing, was sto- 

[len two weeks ago. It was found 

mobile that had some of our — 

_ most unbelievable, 
There’s a charge here. that Dr, , 

_ Noguchi- ingested dexemil. cap- 

ke oes years that youtye- pet 
_ chief administrative officer of 
this county?’ ‘And he said, One, 

Dr, Noguchi.’ 1 think that for 
anyone who has watched and 
analyzed every witness, it's al- 

sules, This charge is made on 

oe Haeace 
pe take an occasional librium, and } 

nae 

ee: So, ere fe neuen ge f dl that its 
(Please turn to Pare 19) 
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too expensive, So the last wit- 
ness today was a man who got 
Up and told what the cost of put- 
ting one tissue on one slide in the veterinarian department, of 
the county, 

P.E,; They're trying to char- acterize him as a squanderer of 
Public funds? 
ISAAC; Right! And in orde$ to 
show this they show us what it costs to make tissue slides on_ 

dogs, It's almost funny, if it 
were not tragic for Dr, Noguchi, « His reputation, his livelihood, his peace of mind has been shat- tered by this, but he is coming 
through like a giant, He’s been 
calm, cooperative, helpful; he's willing to go back to the job and accept all the people in the coro- Ner’s office, And I tell you, this is a fine human being and pro- bably the best coroner the county of Los Angeles ever had, or ever 
will have, 
P.E,: Several newsmen and other 
observers have told me that an- 
other Issue involved here is the 
desire of the L.A, Medical As- sociation to control the coro-. 
her's office and do as they please 
with it—particularly with refer- 
ence to medical. malpractice 
cases, and being able to control 
the outcome of coroner's verdicts 
in such cases, ,, 

ISAAC; Yes, The Medical As- 
sociation and the medical schools 

P,E,; USC and UCLA? 
ISAAC; Yes. We're talking about 
‘the *medical establishment,” The 
“medical establishment” wants to 
control what goes on in the coro- 
her's office, And it is in the pub- 
lic, interest that the chief medi- 
cal examiner in the coroner's of- 
fice be totally independent—that 
it be autonomous in itself, 

P.E,: And the medical schools 
and the Medical Association have 
no intention of letting that happen? 
ISAAC: "Oh no! That's the issue, 
And we're now entering the age 
of transplants, We're transplant- 
ing hearts, We’re transplanting 
almost every organ in the human 
body, And what better source for 
transplants could there be than 
the coroner's office, You see, the 
young vital people may get killed 
in an accident, or get Shot, So, 
these organs are going to be in-> 
creasingly valuable, And ff the 

- wrong type of person, if a dis- 
honest person were to get it, this 
could be a real mess, The Medi- 
cal Schools want to be able to con- 
trol this and literally have the 
control of life and death, This is 
a2public function and should be 
done by a public official, ., and 

~ that honest men like Dr, Noguchi 
_protect all of us, 

P.E,: In other words, the Medi- cal Association would like to con- trol the Prices, so that only the rich can afford transplants, and ihe Test of us will just have to— CA 
; ISAAC; Right, . 
3 


