
Although their intentions have 
never been in doubt, prosecutors 
now have formally asked that the 
jury return a verdict of first-degree 
murder against Sirhan Bishara Sir- 
han, 

If they get what they want, the 
only remaining question will be one 
of penalty—death or life imprison- 
ment. 

That. decision would be made by 
= pane jury in a separate penalty 

| “Both the. prosecution’ and the 
defense at that time will have an: 
opportunity to | submit ‘additional 
evidence and offer arguments. 
The prosecution's presentation 

would focus on any: matters: which 
would tend to aggravate.the crime. - 

The. defense, on the other hand, - 
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LHL, 
‘possibly by ‘some one- from the 
‘district attorney's  office—perhans 
even Dist. Atty. Evelle J. Younger— 
to testify about the plea bargaining 
discussions. j 

This could present an awkward 
situation to the prosecution and it 
already has led to reports that Chief | 
Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton 
and. Dep, . Dist... Attys: John E. 
Howard and David-N. Fitts will not 
"demand" the death penalty. 

But the death. penalty is seldom 
demanded anyway. Usually, in pro- 
per cases, juries are "urged" to bring 
in such a verdict. 

The prosecution, however, may j 
~ even:find it difficult to go that far | 
because it once was willing to settle | 
;for life; * 
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